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ANNEX

Unilateral Statement by the United Kingdom

"The United Kingdom does not accept that the Council has agreed a General Approach on this file.
It is not possible to reach a General Approach where key elements of the legal text are subject to
disagreement between member states as evidenced by the continued existence of a footnote and the
square brackets around the text. The position of the United Kingdom is that only a partial General
Approach could have been reached in these circumstances. The United Kingdom strongly objects
to this dossier proceeding to trilogue on the basis of a partial General Approach that includes any
footnote saying that its application to Gibraltar is subject to the outcome of discussions between the
United Kingdom and Spain or otherwise open to question. The United Kingdom notes that Article
355(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union provides that “The provisions of the
Treaties shall apply to the European territories for whose external relations a Member State is
responsible”, and that such territories include Gibraltar. The United Kingdom reserves its position
on the lawfulness of any suspension, and on its response, including the possibility of legal

proceedings."”
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