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Statement by the German delegation 

 

 

On 19 November 2013, the Commission presented a proposal for a Directive of the European 

Parliament and of the Council on seafarers amending Directives 2008/94/EC, 2009/38/EC, 

2002/14/EC, 98/59/EC and 2001/23/EC for the purpose of including seafarers in the scope of and 

the protection afforded by the above Directives. 
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The Federal Republic of Germany supports the amending Directive's objectives of improving the 

living and working conditions of seafarers.  

 

Nonetheless, the Federal Republic of Germany doubts that the adoption of the Directive can be 

founded on Article 153 (2) TFEU in conjunction with Article 153 (1) point (b) and point (e) TFEU 

and issued in accordance with the ordinary legislative procedure. This notably applies to the 

amendments to Directive 98/59/EC of the Council of 20 July 1998 (Collective Redundancies 

Directive) provided for in Article 4 and the amendments to Directive 2001/23/EC of the Council 

of 12 March 2001 (Acquired Rights Directive) provided for in Article 5.  

 

From the point of view of the Federal Republic of Germany, Article 153 (2) in conjunction with 

Article 153 (1) point (d) TFEU is the proper legal basis for amendments to the Collective 

Redundancies Directive and for amendments to the Acquired Rights Directive since it relates to the 

protection of workers where their employment is terminated. This is clearly the thematic focus of 

the two instruments to be amended. Pursuant to this legal basis the Council shall adopt the Directive 

by unanimous decision in accordance with a special legislative procedure. In line with this, the 

Directives were adopted by unanimous decision.  

 

In the opinion of the Federal Government the focus of the regulatory substance of the two 

aforementioned Directives is not on "working conditions" (Article 153(1)(b)) TFEU) nor on 

"information and consultation of workers" (Article 153(1)(e)) TFEU) to which the ordinary 

legislative procedure could be applied, i.e. that could be adopted by qualified majority decision.  

 

The Federal Government underlines that it shares and supports the substantive objectives pursued 

by the amending Directive. The Federal Republic of Germany therefore endorses the present 

Decision notwithstanding its legal opinion concerning the issue of the appropriate rule governing 

competence. 

 

 

 

_________________ 
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