
 

 
Council of the 
European Union  

Brussels, 10 December 2014 
(OR. en) 

16756/14 

CONSOM 274 
MI 989 

 

 

  

  

 

COVER NOTE 
From: European Commission 
date of receipt: 21 November 2014 
To: General Secretariat of the Council 
No. Cion doc.: D (2014) 36445/03 
Subject: COMMISSION DECISION of XXX on the safety requirements to be met by 

European standards for alcohol-powered flueless fireplaces pursuant to 
Directive 2001/95/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
general product safety 

  

Delegations will find attached document D (2014) 36445/03. 

 

Encl.: D (2014) 36445/03 

 

16756/14   TG/ct  
 DGG 3 A  EN 
 

050086/EU XXV. GP
Eingelangt am 10/12/14

www.parlament.gv.at

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=50086&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:16756/14;Nr:16756;Year:14&comp=16756%7C2014%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=50086&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:CONSOM%20274;Code:CONSOM;Nr:274&comp=CONSOM%7C274%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=50086&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:MI%20989;Code:MI;Nr:989&comp=MI%7C989%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=50086&code1=COM&code2=&gruppen=Code:D;Year:2014;Nr:36445&comp=36445%7C2014%7CD
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=50086&code1=RIL&code2=&gruppen=Link:2001/95/EC;Year:2001;Nr:95&comp=
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=50086&code1=COM&code2=&gruppen=Code:D;Year:2014;Nr:36445&comp=36445%7C2014%7CD
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=50086&code1=COM&code2=&gruppen=Code:D;Year:2014;Nr:36445&comp=36445%7C2014%7CD
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=50086&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:16756/14;Nr:16756;Year:14&comp=16756%7C2014%7C


 

 

 
EUROPEAN 
COMMISSION  

Brussels, XXX  
D036445/03 
[…](2014) XXX draft 

  

COMMISSION DECISION 

of XXX 

on the safety requirements to be met by European standards for alcohol-powered 
flueless fireplaces pursuant to Directive 2001/95/EC of the European Parliament and of 

the Council on general product safety 

(Text with EEA relevance) 
 

EN    EN 
www.parlament.gv.at

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=50086&code1=RIL&code2=&gruppen=Link:2001/95/EC;Year:2001;Nr:95&comp=


 

COMMISSION DECISION 

of XXX 

on the safety requirements to be met by European standards for alcohol-powered 
flueless fireplaces pursuant to Directive 2001/95/EC of the European Parliament and of 

the Council on general product safety 

(Text with EEA relevance) 

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION, 

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, 

Having regard to Directive 2001/95/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 3 
December 2001 on general product safety1, and in particular Article 4(1)(a) thereof, 

Whereas: 

(1) Products which conform to national standards transposing European standards drawn 
up under Directive 2001/95/EC and referenced in the Official Journal of the European 
Union benefit from a presumption of safety. 

(2) European standards are to be drawn up on the basis of requirements intended to ensure 
that products which conform to them satisfy the general safety requirement set out in 
Article 3 of Directive 2001/95/EC. 

(3) No European standards exist for alcohol-powered flueless fireplaces, although 
according to the existing studies various hazards are associated with them2,3. Many 
models are designed with detachable fuel containers which are placed in a chamber 
within the fireplace, and fuel may therefore spill within the chamber. It may then 
evaporate, increase in temperature and deflagrate, causing sudden combustion. The 
rapid spread of flames puts the user at risk of burns and may ignite surrounding 
materials. Refuelling an ethanol fireplace while it is still hot is very dangerous, as 
ethanol may vaporise quickly, ignite and cause an explosion. Free-standing floor 
models could be placed too close to combustible materials and may consequently 
cause fires. Faulty installation of wall-mounted fireplaces may cause overheating, 
which may in turn lead to the fireplace becoming detached from the wall while still in 
operation4. There is also a risk that free-standing floor models may overturn. Should 

1 OJ L 11, 15.1.2002, p. 4. 
2 Storesund A. K, Mai T. T. & Sesseng C, 2010, ‘Ethanol-fuelled, flue-less fireplaces. An evaluation’, 

SINTEF. http://nbl.sintef.no/publication/lists/docs/NBL_A09127.pdf. 
3 http://www.sik.dk/content/download/5561/77087/version/1/file/Report+-+Bio+fireplaces+-+v5-

3+(2).pdf. 
4 http://www.cpsc.gov/CPSCPUB/PREREL/prhtml11/11164.html. 
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this occur, the burning fuel would spill out of the fireplace, spreading fire into the 
surrounding room area. 

(4) The combustion of fuels in alcohol-powered flueless fireplaces may put human health 
at risk. If incomplete combustion occurs, carbon monoxide, a toxic compound, is 
formed. If complete combustion occurs, carbon dioxide is formed, which is hazardous 
to health and can lead to hyperventilation. 

(5) Furthermore, the installation of flueless fireplaces does not require inspection by the 
relevant authorities. 

(6) It is therefore appropriate to determine the requirements needed to ensure that alcohol-
powered flueless fireplaces satisfy the general safety requirement set out in Article 3 
of Directive 2001/95/EC. 

(7) The measures provided for in this Decision are in accordance with the opinion of the 
Committee on general product safety, 

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION: 

Article 1 

Definition 

For the purposes of this Decision, the following definition shall apply: 

‘Alcohol-powered flueless fireplace’ means an appliance which: 

(a) is designed to produce a decorative flame by burning alcohol, but is unsuitable for 
primary heating purposes; and 

(b) is not designed to be connected to a flue. 

Article 2 

Scope 

This Decision shall apply to all domestic flueless fireplaces and their accessories where these 
are intended for use indoors. Fireplaces with a fuel chamber volume below 0.2 l specifically 
designed for cooking food or keeping it warm do not fall within the scope of this Decision. 

Article 3 

Safety requirements 
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The specific safety requirements for alcohol-powered flueless fireplaces referred to in 
Article 1 to be met by European standards pursuant to Article 4 of Directive 2001/95/EC are 
set out in the Annex to this Decision. 

Article 4 

Entry into force 

This Decision shall enter into force on the twentieth day following that of its publication in 
the Official Journal of the European Union. 

Done at Brussels, 

 For the Commission 
 José Manuel BARROSO 
 The President 
 

EN 4   EN 
www.parlament.gv.at

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=50086&code1=RIL&code2=&gruppen=Link:2001/95/EC;Year:2001;Nr:95&comp=



