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1. SUMMARY OF THE AUDIT ON MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL 
SYSTEMS SET UP BY THE MEMBER STATES AND CARRIED OUT ON 
BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION, AND SUMMARY OF THE OUTCOME OF 
AUDITS ON EFF ASSISTANCE CARRIED OUT BY THE MEMBER STATES 

1.1. European Commission audits in 2013 for the EFF 

In 2013, DG MARE’s audit strategy for the European Fisheries Fund (EFF) consisted of three 
enquiries: 1) review of the work carried out by the audit authorities in Member States1; 2) 
audits on accounts of recoveries (kept by certifying authorities), and 3) audits to bridge the 
assurance gap covering compliance of the managing authorities or their intermediate bodies 
with certain key requirements2. 

As shown in Table 1, nine audits were carried out in 2013 reviewing the work of the audit 
authorities for seven operational programmes. These audits indicate that reliance can be 
placed on the opinions of these seven audit authorities. One audit authority was classified 
under category 1 (works well; minor improvements are needed) and six were classified under 
category 2 (works, but some improvements are needed). From the three audits on accounts of 
recoveries, national systems were considered to be in category 1 for one Member State and in 
category 2 for two Member States. The ‘bridging the assurance gap’ audits in two Member 
States led to the following results: one management and control system of the audited bodies 
was classified as category 2; and the other one as category 3 (works partially; substantial 
improvements are needed). 

Recommendations were addressed to the national authorities concerned as necessary, 
requiring the implementation of corrective measures. 

Table 1 

Audit date Member State CCI Type Assurance 
level 

12-14/2/2013 Spain (Galicia) 2007ES14FPO001 Review AA (module 
3) Cat.2 

5-7/3/2013 & 9-
12/4/2013 

Germany 
(Bremen) 2007DE14FPO001 Review AA 

(modules 3-4) Cat.2 

15-19/4/2013 & 
10-14/6/2013 Sweden 2007SE14FPO001 Review AA 

(modules 3-4) Cat.2 

23-31/5/2013 Romania 2007RO14FPO001 BtAG (MA) Cat.3 

3-6/6/2013 Belgium 2007BE14FPO001 Review AA 
(modules 3-4) Cat.2 

3-5/7/2013 France 2007FR14FPO001 Recoveries CA Cat.2 

15-18/7/2013 & 
16-20/9/2013 United Kingdom 2007UK14FPO001 Review AA 

(modules 3-4) Cat.2 

1 Modules 3 and 4 concern the re-performance of system audits and audits of operations carried out by 
the national audit authorities. 

2 Key requirements of the management and control systems as defined in agreement with the European 
Court of Auditors and communicated to the Member States by ‘Guidance note EFFC/27/2008 of 
12/9/2008 on a common methodology for the assessment of management and control systems in the MS 
(2007-2013 programming period)’. 
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9-19/9/2013 Austria 2007AU14FPO001 Review AA 
(modules 3-4) Cat.2 

30/9-3/10/2013 
& 11-15/11/2013 

Spain (Central 
State 

Administration) 
2007ES14FPO001 

Review AA 
(modules 3-4) Cat.2 

11-15/11/2013 Italy (Puglia) 2007IT14FPO001 BtAG (MA) Cat.2 

19-22/11/2013 Czech Republic 2007CZ14FPO001 Recoveries CA Cat.2 

19-20/11/2013 Ireland 2007IE14FPO001 Review AA 
(modules 3 & 4) 

Cat.1 

25-29/11/2013 Spain (Andalusia) 2007ES14FPO001 Review AA (module 
3) 

Cat.2 

27-29/11/2013 Germany 2007DE14FPO001 Recoveries CA Cat.1 

1.2. Member State audits in 2013 for the EFF 

In 2013, the Commission received 93 system audit reports submitted by 23 Member States 
(pursuant to Article 61(1) (a) EFF Regulation). Table 2 includes a summary of the authorities 
covered by these audits and the assurance level provided by the assessment of the 
effectiveness of the key requirements and the overall audit opinion mentioned in the reports. 

For 35 reports, the assurance level was category 1, meaning that the audited system works 
well and only minor improvements would be needed. For 52 reports, the level was category 2, 
meaning that the system works but some improvements are needed. For six reports, the level 
was category 3, i.e. the system works partially and substantial improvements are needed3. 

All Member States also submitted an annual control report and opinion (pursuant to Art.61(1) 
(e) EFF). As shown in the last column of Table 2, for 17 cases the audit opinion was 
unqualified, whereas for the remaining nine cases a qualified opinion was given. The audit 
opinions are based on the results of both the system audits and the audits of operations 
(pursuant to Art.61(1) (b) EFF). 

The results of DG MARE’s analysis of these reports are taken into account for the overall 
assurance to be provided in the Annual Activity Report, signed by the Director-General. 

 

 

 

3 For Denmark, Malta and the UK, shortcomings leading to the category 3 outcome have been resolved 
subsequently. 
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Table 2: Summary of the audits on EFF assistance carried out by the Member States in 
2013 

Member 
State 

CCI Number of 
system audit 

reports 
received4 

Authority 
covered5 

Assurance 
level 

Annual 
control 
report 

 

  MA CA IB 1 2 3 4 Audit 
opinion 
(U/Q)6 

 

Austria 2007AT14FPO001 1 X X X 1    U  

Belgium 2007BE14FPO001 2 X X  1 1   Q  

Bulgaria 2007BG14FPO001 1  X   1   U  

Cyprus 2007CY14FPO001 -        U  

Czech 
Republic 

2007CZ14FPO001 -        Q  

Germany 2007DE14FPO001 11 X X X 9 2   U  

Denmark 2007DK14FPO001 1 X  X   1  U  

Estonia 2007EE14FPO001 2 X X X  2   Q  

Spain 2007ES14FPO001 16 X X X 7 9   Q  

Finland 2007FI14FPO001 4 X X X  4   U  

France 2007FR14FPO001 1 X X   1   U  

Greece 2007GR14FPO001 9   X 4 5   U  

Hungary 2007HU14FPO001 1 X X X 1    U  

Ireland 2007IE14FPO001 -        U  

Italy 2007IT14FPO001 4 X X   4   U  

Lithuania 2007LT14FPO001 3 X X X 3    U  

Latvia 2007LV14FPO001 3 X X X 3    U  

Malta 2007MT14FPO001 5 X X X 2 2 1  U  

Netherlands 2007NL14FPO001 2 X X    2  Q  

Poland 2007PL14FPO001 1 X X X  1   U  

Portugal 2007PT14FPO001 5 X X X  5   Q  

Romania 2007RO14FPO001 1 X X X  1   Q  

Sweden 2007SE14FPO001 5 X X X 1 4   Q  

Slovenia 2007SI14FPO001 1 X   1    U  

Slovakia 2007SK14FPO001 1 X  X  1   U  

United 
Kingdom 

2007UK14FPO001 13 X  X 2 9 2  U  

4 Based on national system audit reports transmitted by MS via SFC in 2013. 
5 MA= Managing authority; CA= Certifying authority; IB= Intermediate body. 
6 U = Unqualified; Q = Qualified. 
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TOTAL 93    35 52 6    
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2. ANALYSIS PER MEMBER STATE 

Belgium 
The EFF operational programme (OP) covers the entire territory of Belgium, which is 
designated as a non-convergence region (except Hainaut, which is phasing out). 

EFF funds allocated to Belgium for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 26 261 648, which 
represents 0.61 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 48 239 502. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

54.3 % for axis 1, 3.0 % for axis 2, 32.4 % for axis 3, 7.2 % for axis 4 and 3.0 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

By the end of 2013, 90.9 % of the original EFF total amount had been committed and 59.0 % 
was certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 1 459 847 was committed by the Member State ( 6 % of the 
total allocation) and EUR 3 312 273 was certified to the Commission. 

 

Bulgaria 
The OP covers the entire territory of Bulgaria, which is designated as a convergence region. 

EFF funds allocated to Bulgaria for the period 2007-2013 amounted to EUR 80 009 708, 
which represents 1.85 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. Following the EFF 
decommitment at the end of 2013, this amount was reduced to EUR 75 876 747. 

Total public contribution was initially EUR 106 679 611 which, following the various 
decommitments, dropped to EUR 101 168 996 at the end of 2013. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

7.9 % for axis 1, 47.4 % for axis 2, 18.4 % for axis 3, 20.9 % for axis 4 and 5.3 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

Automatic decommitment at the end of 2013: EUR 3 568 501 in convergence regions. This 
represents 27.27 % of the 2011 annual allocation and 4.70 % of the total EFF allocation. 

By the end of 2013, 39.7 % of the original EFF total amount (34 033 416.82) had been 
committed and a total of EUR 37 761 312.17 was certified. 

In 2013, a total amount of EUR 9 633 705 (12 % of the original allocation) was committed 
from EFF by the Member State and EUR 8 945 877 was certified. 

A modification of the OP was enforced with the Commission Decision C(2013) 9036 of 
06/12/2013. In 2013 Bulgaria showed better progress in implementation of the OP, which 
translated into higher commitments at national level but the payment rates remained low. 
Particularly good progress was made under Axis 4 in the second half of 2013, which 
accelerated the entire implementation of this axis by both FLAGs and the management 
authority. 

Nevertheless, successive administrative changes in the EFF management authority influenced 
the overall implementation of the programme. 
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Czech Republic 
The OP covers the entire territory of the Czech Republic with the exception of Prague region, 
and it is designated as a convergence region. 

EFF funds allocated to the Czech Republic for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 
27 106 675, which represents 0.63 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 36 142 234. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

53.2 % for axis 2, 41.8 % for axis 3, and 5.0 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

According to the results of an audit carried out by DG MARE in January 2013 and the follow-
up actions taken until December 2013, the overall effectiveness of the management and 
control system is classified in category 3: ‘ Works partially; substantial improvements are 
needed ‘. An action plan to improve the system and to correct the main deficiencies has been 
drawn up and is gradually being implemented. 

By the end of 2013, 85.8 % of the original EFF total amount had been committed and 58.0 % 
was certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 2 237 398 was committed by the Member State ( 8 % of the 
total allocation) but no EFF-related expenditure was certified to the Commission. 

 

Denmark 
The OP covers the entire territory of Denmark, which is designated as a non-convergence 
region. 

EFF funds allocated to Denmark for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 133 675 169, 
which represents 3.1 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 238 840 272. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

 24.7 % for axis 1, 17.4 % for axis 2, 43.4 % for axis 3, 11.9 % for axis 4 and 2.6 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

By the end of 2013, 89.3 % of the original EFF total amount had been committed and 53.3 % 
was certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 16 831 794 was committed by the Member State ( 13 % of 
the total allocation) and EUR 8 788 643 was certified to the Commission. 

 

Germany 
The OP covers the entire territory of Germany, with the exception of the Länder Hamburg, 
Hesse, Rhineland-Palatinate and Saarland. The Länder Brandenburg, Mecklenburg-West 
Pomerania, Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt, Thuringia and the region of Luneburg in Lower Saxony 
are designated as convergence regions and the rest of the Länder as non-convergence regions. 
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EFF funds allocated to Germany for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 155 865 417, 
which represents 3.6 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 228 589 168. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

 2.3 % for axis 1, 29.5 % for axis 2, 49.8 % for axis 3, 16.1 % for axis 4 and 2.4 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

Automatic decommitment at the end of 2013: EUR 4 837 406 in convergence regions, 
representing 35 % of the annual allocation; and EUR 4 206 612 in non-convergence regions, 
which represents 49 % of the annual allocation. 

By the end of 2013, 65.0 % of the original EFF total amount had been committed and 45.0 % 
was certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 15 609 180, was committed by the Member State ( 10 % of 
the total allocation) and EUR 11 743 641 was certified to the Commission. 

 

Estonia 
The OP covers the entire territory of Estonia, which is designated as a convergence region. 

EFF funds allocated to Estonia for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 84 568 039, which 
represents 2.0 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 112 757 386. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

18.0 % for axis 1, 29.1 % for axis 2, 25.1 % for axis 3, 22.8 % for axis 4 and 5.0 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

Since exchanges between the Commission and the Member State throughout much of the year 
failed to provide sufficient assurance about the eligibility of some expenditure certified under 
Article 25(2), payments to Estonia for the EFF related to this expenditure were interrupted in 
2013. 

By the end of 2013, 59.4 % of the original EFF total amount had been committed and 58.0 % 
was certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 11 117 908 was committed by the Member State ( 13 % of 
the total allocation) and EUR 12 327 716 was certified to the Commission. 

 

Ireland 
The Irish OP covers the entire country, which is designated as a non-convergence region. 

EFF funds allocated to Ireland for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 42 266 603, which 
represents 0.98 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 65 681 039. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

70.8 % for axis 1, 14.8 % for axis 2, 11.9 % for axis 3, 1.9 % for axis 4 and 0.6 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 
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There was no automatic decommitment at the end of 2013. 

By the end of 2013, 82 % of the original EFF total amount had been committed and 65 % was 
certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 2 836 691 was committed by Ireland (representing 6.71 % of 
the total EFF allocation) but no new expenditure was certified to the Commission. 

 

Greece 
The OP covers the whole territory of Greece (the regions of Sterea Ellada and South Aegean 
are non-convergence regions while the rest of the country is a convergence region). 

EFF funds allocated to Greece for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 207 832 237 (EUR 
176 836 728 for the 11 convergence regions and EUR 30 995 509 for the two non-convergence 
regions), which represents 4.83 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 274 105 143. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

37.2 % for axis 1, 28.7 % for axis 2, 15.6 % for axis 3, 16.02 % for axis 4 and 2.5 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

The OP has made significant progress in terms of its implementation both at operational and 
financial level. The increase in the absorption rate at EU payment level, currently amounting 
to 59.48 %, is also related to the use of the provisions under Regulation (EU) No 387/2012 
allowing for a 10 % top-up since the date (11 May 2010) the Intercreditor Agreement and the 
Loan Facility Agreement for Greece entered into force. 

By the end of 2013, 76 % of the original EFF total amount had been committed and 57 % was 
certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 23 135 519.54 was committed by Greece (11.13 % of the 
total allocation) and EUR 22 422 581.23 was certified to the Commission. 

 

Spain 
The Spanish OP covers Galicia, Castilla-La Mancha, Extremadura, Andalucia, Principado de 
Asturias, Region de Murcia, and Ciudades autonomas de Ceuta y Melilla as convergence 
regions and the rest of the country as a non-convergence region. 

EFF funds allocated to Spain for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 1 131 890 912, which 
represents 26 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 2 115 720 056. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013 

41.9 % for axis 1, 28.9 % for axis 2, 22.8 % for axis 3, 4.7 % for axis 4 and 1.7 % for axis 5 

Main implementation aspects: 

Automatic decommitment at the end of 2013: EUR 14 889 506 in convergence regions. This 
represents 11 % of the annual allocation. 

A reservation was placed on the management and control systems for the Spanish EFF 
programme due to the cumulative error rate of 3.65 %. 
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By the end of 2013, 74.9 % of the original EFF total amount had been committed and 52.9 % 
was certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 294 451 506 was committed by the Member State (26 % of 
the total allocation) and EUR 134 445 105 was certified to the Commission. 

 

France 
The OP covers four convergence regions, Guadeloupe, Guyane, Martinique and Réunion (the 
outermost regions), and the rest of the country is designated as a non-convergence region. 

EFF funds allocated to France for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 215 649 754 (EUR 
33 847 013 for convergence regions and EUR 181 802 741 for non-convergence region)7, 
which represents 5 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 572 395 780 . 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 32.8 % for axis 1, 20 % for axis 2, 
43.9 % for axis 3, 3 % for axis 4 and 0.8 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

By the end of 2013, 67 % of the EFF amount had been committed and 49.8 % certified to the 
Commission. 

In 2013, France committed EUR 18 928 million of the EFF (8.8 % of the total allocation) and 
certified EUR 27 792 million to the Commission. 

 

Croatia 
Following the accession of Croatia to the EU on 1 July 2013, an EFF operational programme 
was submitted on 31 October 2013. 

The Croatian OP as approved by the Commission on 19 December 2013 covers the entire 
territory of the country, which is designated as a convergence region. 

EFF funds allocated to Croatia for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 8 700 000, which 
represents 0.20 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

The total public contribution amounts to EUR 11 600 000. 

Allocation between priority axes: 51.8 % for axis 1, 43.2 % for axis 2 and 5 % for axis 5. 

Overall assessment: The OP was successfully approved at the end of the year. thus paving the 
way for actual implementation. A pre-financing payment of EUR 1 740 000 representing 20 % 
of the EFF contribution was executed during the reporting year. 

By the end of 2013, no funds had been committed by the Member State and therefore no 
expenditure was certified to the Commission. 

 

Italy 
The OP covers Basilicata, Calabria, Campania, Puglia and Sicily as convergence regions and 
the rest of the country as a non-convergence region. 

7 According to the Commission Decision C(2011)5907 of 18.9.2013. 
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EFF funds allocated to Italy for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 424 342 854, which 
represents 9.9 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 848 685 708. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

38.6 % for axis 1, 26.1 % for axis 2, 22.9 % for axis 3, 7.4 % for axis 4 and 5 % for axis 5 

Main implementation aspects: 

Automatic decommitment at the end of 2013: EUR 9 913 548 in the convergence region and 
EUR 368 311 in non-convergence regions. This represents 21 % of the annual allocation in the 
convergence region and 2.3 % of the annual allocation in non-convergence regions. 

The ongoing economic crisis is delaying the implementation of investment measures, mainly 
under axes 2, 3 and 4. 

By the end of 2013, 75.7 % of the original EFF total amount had been committed and 53.6 % 
was certified.   

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 47 606 676 was committed by the Member State ( 11 % of 
the total allocation) and EUR 48 982 434 was certified to the Commission. 

 

Cyprus 
The OP covers the entire territory of the Republic of Cyprus, which is designated as a non-
convergence region. 

EFF funds allocated to the Republic of Cyprus for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 
19 724 418, which represents 0.46 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 36 148 836. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

39.5 % for axis 1, 10.1 % for axis 2, 42.7 % for axis 3, 5.1 % for axis 4 and 2.5 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

In 2013, the OP was modified in terms of its financial table (Commission Decision C 
(2013)9330 of 13.12.2013) for reasons related to the exceptional financial circumstances that 
the Republic of Cyprus has faced, in the context of an economic adjustment programme 
signed on 26 April 2013. 

By the end of 2013, 103.97 % of the original EFF total amount had been committed and 79 % 
was certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 3 897 952 was committed by the Republic of Cyprus (19.8 % 
of the total allocation) and EUR 2 709 819.1 was certified to the Commission. 

 

Latvia 
The OP covers the entire territory of Latvia, which is designated as a convergence region. 

EFF funds allocated to Latvia for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 125 015 563, which 
represents 2.9 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 166 687 419. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 
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 21.0 % for axis 1, 41.9 % for axis 2, 24.2 % for axis 3, 9.0 % for axis 4 and 4.0 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

By the end of 2013, 95.1 % of the original EFF total amount had been committed and 67.9 % 
was certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 17 772 668 was committed by the Member State ( 14 % of 
the total allocation) and EUR 16 013 282 was certified to the Commission. 

 

Lithuania 
The OP covers the entire territory of Lithuania, which is designated as a convergence region. 

EFF funds allocated to Lithuania for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 54 713 408, which 
represents 1.3 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 71 980 532. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

8.9 % for axis 1, 56.3 % for axis 2, 17.7 % for axis 3, 4.9 % for axis 4 and 4.9 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

By the end of 2013, 89.4 % of the original EFF total amount had been committed and 58.7 % 
was certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 1 369 738 was committed by the Member State ( 3 % of the 
total allocation) and EUR 11 169 513 was certified to the Commission. 

 

Hungary 
The Hungarian OP covers Budapest area (Közép-Magyarország) as a non-convergence region 
and the rest of the country as a convergence region. 

EFF funds allocated to Hungary for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 34 850 860, which 
represents 0.81 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 46 678 241. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

 86.9 % for axis 2, 7.2 % for axis 3 and 5.9 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

By the end of 2013, 79.5 % of the original EFF total amount had been committed and 59.8 % 
was certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 4 199 471 was committed by the Member State ( 12 % of the 
total allocation) and EUR 4 276 740 was certified to the Commission. 

 

Malta 
The OP covers the territory of the Maltese islands, which falls entirely under the category of 
‘convergence region’. 

EFF funds allocated to Malta for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 8 372 329, which 
represents 0.19 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 
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Total public contribution amounts to EUR 11 163 103. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

 35.1 % for axis 1, 10.9 % for axis 2, 47.6 % for axis 3 and 6.5 % for axis 5 

Main implementation aspects: 

There was no automatic decommitment at the end of 2013. 

By the end of 2013, Malta had committed EUR 5 204 423.47 (62.2 %) and certified EUR 
4 708 851.90 (56.2 %) of EFF expenditure amounting to EUR 1 172 126.06. 

 

The Netherlands 
The OP covers the entire territory of the Netherlands, which is designated as a non-
convergence region. 

EFF funds allocated to the Netherlands for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 48 578 417, 
which represents 1.1 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 120 578 417. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

34.8 % for axis 1, 15.2 % for axis 2, 34.8 % for axis 3, 10.3 % for axis 4 and 4.9 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

The national audit authority has detected serious deficiencies in the management and control 
system which need to be corrected. As a result, payments are interrupted. 

By the end of 2013, the entire EFF had been committed and 66.4 % was certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 13 592 344 was committed by the Member State ( 28 % of 
the total allocation) and EUR 13484921 was certified to the Commission. 

 

Austria 
The OP covers the entire territory of Austria, which is designated as a non-convergence 
region with the exception of one convergence region (Burgenland). 

EFF funds allocated to Austria for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 5 259 318, which 
represents 0.12 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 10 393 753. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

98.9 % for axis 2, 0.2 % for axis 4 and 0.9 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

By the end of 2013, 99.8 % of the original EFF total amount had been committed and 89.7 % 
was certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 85 055 was committed by the Member State ( 1.6 % of the 
total allocation) and EUR 699 210 was certified to the Commission. 
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Poland 
The OP covers the entire territory of Poland, which is designated as a convergence region. 

EFF funds allocated to Poland for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 734 092 574, which 
represents 17 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 978 790 099. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

16.9 % for axis 1, 23.7 % for axis 2, 22.4 % for axis 3, 32.0 % for axis 4 and 5.0 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

By the end of 2013, 87.5 % of the original EFF total amount had been committed and 55.1 % 
was certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 146 056 805 was committed by the Member State ( 20 % of 
the total allocation) and EUR 143 484 173 was certified to the Commission. 

 

Portugal 
The Portuguese OP covers Lisbon and the autonomous Region of Madeira as non-
convergence regions and the rest of the country as a convergence region. 

EFF funds allocated to Portugal for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 246 485 249, which 
represents 5.72 % of the EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 325 790 279. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

25.15 % for axis 1, 30.85 % for axis 2, 33.02 % for axis 3, 7.1 % for axis 4 and 3.3 % for axis 
5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

Automatic decommitment at the end of 2013: EUR 16 194 050, of which EUR 14 432 644 in 
convergence regions and EUR 1 761 406 in non-convergence regions. This represents 6.5 % of 
annual allocation in convergence regions and 7.9 % of annual allocation in non-convergence 
regions. 

By the end of 2013, 79.1 % of the orginal EFF total amount had been commited and 45.0 % 
was certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 34 290 283 was commited by the Member State, representing 
13.9 % of the total allocation, and EUR 19 283 457 was certified to the Commission. 

 

Romania 
The Romanian OP covers the entire territory of the country, which is designated as a 
convergence region. 

EFF funds allocated to Romania for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 230 714 207, which 
represents 5.35 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. Following the last decommitment 
in 2013, this amount is now limited to EUR  196 181 626. 

Total public contribution was initially EUR 307 618 942.7, which dropped to EUR 
261 575 501 following the 2013 decommitment. 

EN 16   EN 
www.parlament.gv.at



 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

 2.7 % for axis 1, 53.6 % for axis 2, 13.0 % for axis 3, 23.4 % for axis 4 and 7.3 % for axis 5.    

Main implementation aspects: 

Automatic decommitment at the end of 2013: EUR 12 109 302 in convergence region. This 
represents 30.84 % of the 2011 commitment and 5.24 % of the total EFF allocation. 

By the end of 2013, a total of EUR 73 267 746 had been committed by Romania, representing 
31.75 % of the original EFF amount, and EUR 67 507 925 was certified by Romania, 
representing 29.3 % of the original amount. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 21 823 990 was committed by Romania (9.45 % of the total 
original allocation) and EUR 18 398 914 was certified to the Commission. 

 

Slovenia 
The Slovenian OP covers the entire territory of the country, which is designated as a 
convergence region. 

EFF funds allocated to Slovenia for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 21 640 283, which 
represents 0.50 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union.   

The total public contribution amounts to EUR 28 853 712. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

10 % for axis 1, 33 % for axis 2, 35 % for axis 3, 10 % for axis 4 and 12 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

There was no automatic decommitment at the end of 2013. 

By the end of 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 18 478 282.83 had been committed by the 
Member State, and expenditure of EUR 12 780 442.73 was certified to the Commission. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 3 501 419.98 was committed by the Member State (16.1 % of 
the total allocation) and EUR 3 772 982.79 was certified to the Commission. 

 
Slovakia 
The OP covers the entire territory of the country, which is designated as a convergence 
region, with the exception of Bratislava and surrounding districts as a non-convergence 
region. 

EFF funds allocated to Slovakia for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 13 688 528, which 
represents 0.32 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 17 822 535. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

 87.9 % for axis 2, 6.9 % for axis 4 and 5.3 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

Automatic decommitment at the end of 2013: EUR 112 963 in the non-convergence region, 
which represents 86 % of the annual allocation . 
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By the end of 2013, 77.3 % of the original EFF total amount had been committed and 48.7 % 
was certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 1 042 212 was committed by the Member State ( 8 % of the 
total allocation) and EUR 979 779 was certified to the Commission. 

 

Finland 
The OP covers the entire territory of the country, which is designated as a non-convergence 
region. It also includes support for the Åland Islands. 

EFF funds allocated to Finland for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 39 448 827, which 
represents 0.92 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 91 848 827. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

6.3 % for axis 1, 46.7 % for axis 2, 36.0 % for axis 3, 9.1 % for axis 4 and 1.8 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

By the end of 2013, 84.4 % of the original EFF total amount had been committed and 63.2 % 
was certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 6 139 301 was committed by the Member State ( 16 % of the 
total allocation) and EUR 4 955 016 was certified to the Commission. 

 

Sweden 
The OP covers the entire territory of the country, which is designated as a non-convergence 
region. 

EFF funds allocated to Sweden for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 54 664 803, which 
represents 1.3 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

Total public contribution amounts to EUR 104 774 205. 

Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013: 

24.0 % for axis 1, 20.0 % for axis 2, 36.8 % for axis 3, 14.2 % for axis 4 and 5.0 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects: 

By the end of 2013, 92.4 % of the original EFF total amount had been committed and 64.4 % 
was certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 7 809 258 was committed by the Member State (14 % of the 
total allocation) and EUR 13 848 213 was certified to the Commission. 

 

United Kingdom 
The OP covers Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly, West Wales and the Valleys, Highlands and 
Islands as convergence regions and the rest of the UK as a non-convergence region. 

EFF funds allocated to the UK for the period 2007-2013 amount to EUR 137 827 889, which 
represents 3.2 % of the total EFF allocation for the Union. 

 Total public contribution amounts to EUR 246 888 644. 
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Allocation between priority axes in the OP by 31.12.2013; 

12.5 % for axis 1, 29.3 % for axis 2, 45.1 % for axis 3, 10.3 % for axis 4 and 2.8 % for axis 5. 

Main implementation aspects 

By the end of 2013, 78.9 % of the original EFF total amount had been committed and 49.2 % 
was certified. 

In 2013, an EFF amount of EUR 8 783 905 was committed by the Member State (6.3 % of the 
total allocation) and EUR 19 194 885 was certified to the Commission. 
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