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Subject: COUNCIL DECISION on the signing, on behalf of the European Union, of the
Protocol to Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products to the World Health

Organisation's Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, as regards its

provisions on obligations related to judicial cooperation in criminal matters, the
definition of criminal offences, and police cooperation
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1. On page 3, recital 5

For:

"(5) As the Protocol covers matters that fall within the Union's competence, the Protocol should
be signed on behalf of the Union, subject to its conclusion at a later date.",

read:

"(5) To the extent that the Protocol covers matters that fall within the Union's competence, the
Protocol should be signed on behalf of the Union, subject to its conclusion at a later date.".

2. On page 3, recital 6

For:

"(6) By signing the Protocol, the Union will not be exercising shared competence, hence
Member States retain their competence in the areas covered by the Protocol which do not
affect common rules or alter the scope of such rules.",

read:

"(6) The Union's signing of the Protocol in respect of the obligations which relate to the area of
freedom, security and justice is without prejudice to the full and detailed declaration of
competences to be agreed upon conclusion of the Protocol. The Union will not be
exercising shared competence. The Member States retain the ability to exercise their
competence in the areas covered by the Protocol which do not affect common rules or alter
the scope of such rules.".
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