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1. Adoption of the provisional agenda  ............................................................................................ 11 

 

Coreper Part 1 

I 

2. Replies to written questions put to the Council by Members of the European Parliament 

a) E-009052/2014 - Csaba Molnár (S&D) 
Establishment of the European Public Prosecutor's Office 

b) E-010831/2014 - Patrick Le Hyaric (GUE/NGL) 
US report on torture carried out by the CIA 

c) E-010840/2014 - João Ferreira (GUE/NGL), Inês Cristina Zuber (GUE/NGL) and 
Miguel Viegas (GUE/NGL) 
Law establishing Israel as a Jewish state 

d) E-010923/2014 - Anna  
Sanctions against Russia 

e) E-011249/2014 - Victor Negrescu (S&D) 
The EU-Morocco agreements 

f) E-000684/2015 - Malin Björk (GUE/NGL) 
Mos Maiorum operation 

g) E-000694/2015 -  
EU occupational health and safety strategy (2014-2020) 

h) P-000780/2015 - Lara Comi (PPE) 
EU legislation prohibiting the payment of ransoms for the release of hostages 

i) P-001324/2015 - Giulia Moi (EFDD) 
Environmental disaster in Sardinia 

j) E-001513/2015 - Maite Pagazaurtundúa Ruiz (ALDE) 
Full Schengen membership 

k) P-001647/2015 - Miriam Dalli (S&D) 
Counter-terrorism in the EU 

l) E-001721/2015 - Pablo Echenique (GUE/NGL) 
Ratification and transposition of the Marrakesh Treaty 

m) E-001779/2015 - Petr Mach (EFDD) 
The Latvian Presidency tie 

n) E-001800/2015 - Norbert  
Council plans to enforce the abolition of the prohibition of planting clearly non-
indigenous species 

o) E-001957/2015 - José Blanco López (S&D) 
Spanish seine fishing fleet quota 

p) E-002031/2015 - Sergio Gutiérrez Prieto (S&D) and Jonás Fernández (S&D) 
'Roaming' 
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q) E-002045/2015 - Ildikó Gáll-Pelcz (PPE) and András Gyürk (PPE) 
The abolition of roaming tariffs 

r) E-002288/2015 - Ramon Tremosa i Balcells (ALDE) 
Ratification by the 28 Member States of the 2014 Montreal Protocol, with reference to 
unruly passengers on board aircraft 

s) E-002290/2015 - Raymond Finch (EFDD) 
Human rights violations in Zimbabwe 

t) E-002616/2015 - Sophia in 't Veld (ALDE) 
Alleged hack of encrypted SIM card producer Gemalto by the NSA and the GCHQ 

u) E-002619/2015 - Marc Tarabella (S&D) 
Accession of new countries to the EU 

v) E-002621/2015 - Marc Tarabella (S&D) 
Elimination of roaming fees delayed 

w) E-002622/2015 - Marc Tarabella (S&D) 
Definition of 'specialist service' 

x) E-002623/2015 - Marc Tarabella (S&D) 
Definition of net neutrality 

y) E-002853/2015 - Steven Woolfe (EFDD) 
Vote on the EU Asylum Qualification Directive 

z) P-003072/2015 - Tania González Peñas (GUE/NGL) 
Implementation of the human rights clause in the Trade Agreement with Colombia 

aa) E-003209/2015 - Alessia Maria Mosca (S&D) 
Representation of women at the top level of EU businesses 

3. Governing Board of the European Agency for Safety and Health at Work 
Draft Council Decision appointing a member and an alternate member for Slovenia and 
Sweden 

4. Governing Board of the European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working 
Conditions 
Appointment of Ms Cecilia GOSTIN, alternate member for Romania, in place of 
Ms   

5. Governing Board of the European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working 
Conditions 
Appointment of Mr Olivier TOCHE, member for France, in place of 
Ms Valérie DELAHAYE-GUILLOCHEAU, who has resigned 

6. Advisory Committee for the Coordination of Social Security Systems 
Appointment of Ms Séverine SALGADO, member for France, in place of 
Ms Christiane LABALME, who has resigned 

7. Advisory Committee on Freedom of Movement for Workers  
Appointment of Ms Siiri OTSMANN, member for Estonia, in place of Ms Marit RAIST, 
who has resigned 

8. Governing Board of the European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working 
Conditions 
Appointment of Ms Maria BJERRE, alternate member for Denmark, in place of 
Ms Heidi RØNNE MØLLER, who has resigned 
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9. Advisory Committee for the Coordination of Social Security Systems 
Appointment of Ms Leili ZAGLMAYER, member for Estonia, in place of 
Ms Evelyn HALLIKA, who has resigned 

10. Advisory Committee for the Coordination of Social Security Systems 
Appointment of Ms Katerin PEÄRNBERG, alternate member for Estonia, in place of 
Ms Inga PRONINA, who has resigned 

11. Governing Board of the European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working 
Conditions 
Appointment of Ms Dorthe ANDERSEN, member for Denmark, in place of Ms Karen ROIY, 
who has resigned 

12. Advisory Committee on Safety and Health at Work  
Draft Council Decision appointing two alternate members for Slovakia 

13. Governing Board of the European Agency for Safety and Health at Work  
Draft Council Decision appointing an alternate member for Slovakia 

14. Governing Board of the European Agency for Safety and Health at Work 
Appointment of Ms Silvia SUROVÁ, member for Slovakia, in place of 
Mr Róbert MEITNER, who has resigned 

15. Advisory Committee on Safety and Health at Work 
Appointment of Ms Lena LEVY member for the United Kingdom, in place of 
Ms Lena TOCHTERMANN, who has resigned 

16. Governing Board of the European Agency for Safety and Health at Work 
Appointment of Ms Lena LEVY, member for the United Kingdom, in place of 
Ms Lena TOCHTERMANN, who has resigned 

17. Governing Board of the European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working 
Conditions 
Appointment of Ms Mansi KONAR, member for the United Kingdom, in place of 
Mr Ciaran DEVLIN, who has resigned 

18. Proposal for a Council Decision to conclude, on behalf of the European Union, and 
provisional application of the Exchange of Letters to obtain membership of the Extended 
Commission of the Convention for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT) 

19. Commission Regulation (EU) No …/.. of XXX amending Annexes II, III and V to Regulation 
(EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum 
residue levels for 2,4,5-T, barban, binapacryl, bromophos-ethyl, camphechlor (toxaphene), 
chlorbufam, chloroxuron, chlozolinate, DNOC, di-allate, dinoseb, dinoterb, dioxathion, 
ethylene oxide, fentin acetate, fentin hydroxide, flucycloxuron, flucythrinate, formothion, 
mecarbam, methacrifos, monolinuron, phenothrin, propham, pyrazophos, quinalphos, 
resmethrin, tecnazene and vinclozolin in or on certain products 
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20. Commission Regulation (EU) No …/.. of XXX amending Annexes II and III to Regulation 
(EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards maximum 
residue levels for azoxystrobin, chlorantraniliprole, cyantraniliprole, dicamba, 
difenoconazole, fenpyroximate, fludioxonil, glufosinate-ammonium, imazapic, imazapyr, 
indoxacarb, isoxaflutole, mandipropamid, penthiopyrad, propiconazole, pyrimethanil, 
spirotetramat and trinexapac in or on certain products 

21. Commission Regulation (EU) …/… of XXX amending Regulation (EU) No 1321/2014 as 
regards alleviations for maintenance procedures for general aviation aircraft 

22. Commission Regulation (EU) …/… of XXX amending Regulation (EU) No 1321/2014 as 
regards alignment of rules for continuing airworthiness with Regulation (EC) No 216/2008, 
critical maintenance tasks and aircraft continuing airworthiness monitoring 

23. Commission Regulation (EU) …/… of XXX amending Regulation (EU) No 748/2012 as 
regards flight testing 

24. Proposal for a Council Decision on the signing, on behalf of the European Union, and 
provisional application of the Exchange of Letters to obtain membership of the Extended 
Commission of the Convention for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT) 

25. Proposal for a Council Decision on the signing, on behalf of the European Union and its 
Member States, and provisional application of a Protocol amending the Euro-Mediterranean 
Aviation Agreement between the European Union and its Member States, of the one part, and 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, of the other part, to take account of the accession to the 
European Union of the Republic of Croatia 

26. Proposal for a Council Decision on the signing, on behalf of the European Union and its 
Member States, and provisional application of a Protocol amending the Common Aviation 
Area Agreement between the European Union and its Member States and the Republic of 
Moldova, to take account of the accession to the European Union of the Republic of Croatia 

27. Proposal for a Council Decision on the position to be taken, on behalf of the European Union, 
at the seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm Convention on 
Persistent Organic Pollutants as regards the proposals for amendments to Annexes A, B and C 

28. Proposal for a Council Decision on the submission, on behalf of the European Union, of a 
proposal for the listing of additional chemicals in Annex A to the Stockholm Convention on 
Persistent Organic Pollutants 

29. Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the approximation 
of the laws of the Member States relating to caseins and caseinates intended for human 
consumption and repealing Council Directive 83/417/EEC (First reading) 
(Legislative deliberation) 

30. Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 
96/53/EC of 25 July 1996 laying down for certain road vehicles circulating within the 
Community the maximum authorised dimensions in national and international traffic and the 
maximum authorised weights in international traffic (Second reading) 
(Legislative deliberation + Statement) 
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II 

31. Preparation for the Council meeting (Agriculture and Fisheries) on 20 April 2015 

1. Proposal for a multiannual plan for the stocks of cod, herring and sprat in the Baltic Sea 
and the fisheries exploiting those stocks, amending Council Regulation (EC) 
No 2187/2005 and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 1098/2007 (First reading) 
(Legislative deliberation)  ................................................................................................... 15 

 
2. Draft Council conclusions on the position to be taken by the EU and its Member States 

at the 11th session of the United Nations Forum on Forests (New York, 4-15 May 2015) 
(Non-legislative activity)  .................................................................................................... 16 

32. Revision of the European Trade Mark system (First reading) (Legislative deliberation) 
a) Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 

Council Regulation (EC) No 207/2009 on the Community Trade Mark 
b) Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council to approximate 

the laws of the Member States relating to trade marks (Recast) 
 ............................................................................................................................................. 16 

33. Revision of Appendix B to the Convention concerning International Carriage by Rail 
(COTIF)  ....................................................................................................................................... 17 

34. Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on package travel and 
assisted travel arrangements, amending Regulation (EC) No 2006/2004, 
Directive 2011/83/EU and repealing Council Directive 90/314/EEC (First reading) 
(Legislative deliberation)  ............................................................................................................. 17 

35. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down 
measures concerning the European single market for electronic communications and to 
achieve a Connected Continent, and amending Directives 2002/20/EC, 2002/21/EC and 
2002/22/EC and Regulations (EC) No 1211/2009 and (EU) No 531/2012 (First reading) 
(Legislative deliberation)  ............................................................................................................. 17 
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Coreper Part 2 

I 

36. Case before the Court of Justice 
Case C-116/15 (European Parliament v. Council of the European Union) 
– Action for annulment of Council Decision 2014/911/UE on the launch of automated 

data exchange with regard to dactyloscopic data in Latvia 

37. Partial renewal of the membership of the General Court 
– Information on the procedure 
– Approval of the text of a letter to the President of the General Court 

38. Resolutions, Decisions and Opinions adopted by the European Parliament at its part-session in 
Strasbourg from 9 to 12 March 2015 

39. Proposal for a Council Decision appointing a Belgian member of the European Economic and 
Social Committee 

40. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on information 
accompanying transfers of funds (First reading) 
– Adoption 

a) of the Council's position at first reading 
b) of the statement of the Council's reasons 

41. Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the prevention of 
the use of the financial system for the purpose of money laundering and terrorist financing 
(First reading) 
– Adoption 

a) of the Council's position at first reading 
b) of the statement of the Council's reasons 

42. Council Decision authorising the opening of negotiations on an agreement between the 
European Union and the United States of America on reinsurance 

43. Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1311/2013 laying 
down the multiannual financial framework for the years 2014-2020 

44. Draft amending budget No 2 to the general budget 2015 

45. (poss.) Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 
Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget 
of the Union (First reading) 

46. Special Report No 3/2015 "EU Youth Guarantee: first steps taken but implementation risks 
ahead" 
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47. a) Council Decision on the signing, on behalf of the European Union, and provisional 
application of the Agreement between the European Union and the United 
Arab Emirates on the short-stay visa waiver 
– Adoption 

b) Council Decision on the conclusion of the Agreement between the European Union and 
the United Arab Emirates on the short-stay visa waiver 
– Request by the Council for the consent of the European Parliament 

48. Draft Regulations repealing certain acts in the JHA area (First reading) 
– Mandate for the Presidency to start discussions with the European Parliament 

49. Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No…/… of 26.2.2015 amending Council Regulation 
(EC) No 673/2005 establishing additional customs duties on imports of certain products 
originating in the United States of America 
– Intention not to raise objections to Commission Delegated Act amending the rate of 

additional import duties in respect of products originating in the United States listed in 
Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 673/2005 

50. Council and Commission Decision on the conclusion of the Stabilisation and Association 
Agreement between the European Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, of the other part 

51. (poss.) The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
– Draft Council conclusions 

52. Council Decision on the position to be adopted on behalf of the European Union within the 
EU-Turkey Association Council as regards the replacement of Protocol 3 to Decision No 1/98 
of the EC-Turkey Association Council on the trade regime for agricultural products, 
concerning the definition of the concept of 'originating products' and methods of 
administrative cooperation, by a new protocol which, as regards the rules of origin, refers to 
the Regional Convention on pan-Euro-Mediterranean preferential rules of origin 

53. Council Decision on the position to be adopted on behalf of the European Union within the 
Joint Committee established by the Agreement between the European Coal and Steel 
Community and the Republic of Turkey on trade in products covered by the Treaty 
establishing the European Coal and Steel Community, as regards the replacement of 
Protocol 1 to that Agreement, concerning the definition of the concept of 'originating 
products' and methods of administrative cooperation, by a new protocol which, as regards the 
rules of origin, refers to the Regional Convention on pan-Euro-Mediterranean preferential 
rules of origin 

54. Draft reply to the letter from the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Iceland to the Presidency of 
the Council 

55. Council Decision on the position to be taken by the European Union in the Joint Committee 
established under the Agreement between the European Community and its Member States, of 
the one part, and the Swiss Confederation, of the other, on the free movement of persons, as 
regards the amendment of Annex III on the mutual recognition of professional qualifications 
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56. Proposal for a Council Directive on the coordination and cooperation measures to facilitate 
consular protection for unrepresented citizens of the Union in third countries 

57. Draft Council conclusions on the first biennial report on implementing EU food and nutrition 
security policy commitments 

58. Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion on behalf of the European Union and its 
Member States of the Additional Protocol to the Trade, Development and Cooperation 
Agreement between the European Community and its Member States, of the one part, and the 
Republic of South Africa, of the other part, to take account of the accession of Croatia to the 
European Union 

59. Draft Council conclusions on the Sahel Regional Action Plan 2015-2020 

60. (poss.) Draft Council conclusions on the Ninth Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty 
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 

61. Draft Council conclusions on the Review of the European Neighbourhood Policy 

62. Exercise Specifications (EXSPEC) for the EU Crisis Management Military Exercise in 2015 
(MILEX 15) 

63. Draft Crisis Management Concept (CMC) for the EUSEC RDC Micro-Mission in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 

64. (poss.) Political and Security Committee Decision extending the mandate of the Head of 
Mission of the European Union CSDP mission in Mali (EUCAP Sahel Mali) 
(EUCAP Sahel Mali/2/2015) 

65. (poss.) Political and Security Committee Decision extending the mandate of the Head of 
Mission of the European Union CSDP mission in Niger (EUCAP Sahel Niger) 
(EUCAP Sahel Niger/1/2015) 
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II 

66. Follow-up to the Statement by the members of the European Council (12 February 2015) 
– Improving information exchange in the area of counter-terrorism across the EU 

(restricted session)  .............................................................................................................. 18 

67. Preparation of the Council meeting (Foreign Affairs) on 20 April 2015 

a) Latin America and the Caribbean  ...................................................................................... 18 

b) Strategic Review  ................................................................................................................ 19 

c) Libya  .................................................................................................................................. 19 

d) Other items in connection with the Council meeting  ......................................................... 19 

68. Preparations for the Eastern Partnership Summit (Riga, 21-22 May 2015)  ................................ 19 

69. Presentation of the agenda of the Council meeting (Foreign Affairs/Trade) on 7 May 2015  ..... 20 

70. Preparation of the Council meeting (General Affairs) on 21 April 2015 

a) Inter-institutional Agreement  ............................................................................................. 20 

b) Other items in connection with the Council meeting  ......................................................... 20 

– Any other business 

 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 
Council Directive 92/85/EEC on the introduction of measures to encourage 
improvements in the safety and health at work of pregnant workers and workers who 
have recently given birth or are breastfeeding (First reading) (Legislative deliberation) 
 ............................................................................................................................................. 21 
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1. Adoption of the provisional agenda and "I" items 
doc.  7852/15 OJ/CRP1 14  + ADD 1 
 7887/15 OJ/CRP2 14  + CM 2267/15 

 
 

The above-mentioned agendas are approved with the following changes : 
 
 

The following items are added : 
 
(Coreper Part 1, under I) 

71. Action Plan on cooperation in customs enforcement of intellectual property rights 
in the European Union and Hong Kong, China 
– Approval of the Council statement 

7525/15 UD 54 ADD 2 
 
(Coreper Part 2, under II) 

67. Preparation of the Council meeting (Foreign Affairs) on 20 April 2015 
e) Yemen 

– Draft Council conclusions 
7976/15 YEMEN 5 MOG 5 CFSP/PESC 55 

 
 
 

The Committee approved the "I" items as set out in the summary. Details are contained in the 
document quoted under item 1. 
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CZ made a statement on the following item: 

41. Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the 
prevention of the use of the financial system for the purpose of money laundering and 
terrorist financing (First reading) 
– Adoption 

a) of the Council's position at first reading 
b) of the statement of the Council's reasons 
7768/15 CODEC 463 EF 65 ECOFIN 235 DROIPEN 30 CRIMORG 32 

+ ADD 1 
5933/15 EF 26 ECOFIN 70 DROIPEN 14 CRIMORG 16 CODEC 142 

+ COR 1 
+ ADD 1 
+ ADD 1 COR 1 
+ REV 1 (cs) 

 

"While the Czech Republic welcomes compromise on the proposal for an AML Directive and 
Regulation, it nevertheless regrets that these acts set additional rules which do not duly correspond 
to the spirit of the relevant FATF recommendation (No 11). This recommendation stipulates only a 
minimum limit for keeping all necessary records for prosecution of criminal activity. Article 39 of 
the AMLD proposal (and similarly Article 16 of the AMLR proposal) however counteracts the 
meaning and purpose of the measures against money laundering and terrorist financing by setting 
the maximum time period for record keeping (10 years). This limitation on record keeping 
contradicts the needs of the criminal proceeding. The records on transactions may be important for 
criminal investigation of serious crimes for which the prescription period is stipulated up to 20 
years in the Czech Republic or the prescription is fully excluded in case of terrorist criminal 
offences including terrorist financing. Investigation of these crimes would be thus in many cases 
hampered by disposing of evidence. 

The Czech Republic assumes that only the minimum limit for record keeping should be stipulated 
to fulfil the meaning and purpose of these acts. The determination of the maximum time period for 
record keeping should be left on consideration and decision of Member States to ensure compliance 
with their national prescription period for criminal offences and the needs of the criminal 
proceeding." 
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CZ, NL and PT made statements on the following item: 

56. Proposal for a Council Directive on the coordination and cooperation measures to 
facilitate consular protection for unrepresented citizens of the Union in third countries 
– Adoption 

7608/15 COCON 7 PESC 339 COTRA 4 
7228/15 COCON 6 PESC 290 COTRA 3  

Statement by CZ 

 "The Czech Republic remains convinced that the existing legislation, namely the Vienna 
Convention on Consular Relations, Treaty on the Functioning of the EU, Article 23, 
subparagraph 1, and Council Decision 95/553/EC, offers sufficient guarantees and options for 
providing consular protection to EU citizens abroad. 

 The Czech Republic reiterates its concern that the adoption of the Directive will create 
excessive financial and administrative burden. 

 The Czech Republic has repeated negative experience with the abuse of consular assistance, 
in particular as regards providing financial assistance in cash. In the view of the Czech 
Republic, the proposed Directive in its current version does not provide sufficient protection 
against such abuse. 

 The Czech Republic points out that it is prepared to continue providing consular assistance to 
non-represented EU citizens in accordance with the existing legislation. In practice, the Czech 
Republic has been doing so on a long-term basis, e.g. in Syria where it represents a number of 
EU Member States without the need for new legislation such as the proposed Directive." 

 

Statement by NL 

 "The Netherlands underlines the importance it attaches to the adoption by the Council of the 
Proposal for a Council Directive on the coordination and the cooperation measures to 
facilitate consular protection for unrepresented citizens of the Union in third countries. 

 The Netherlands would have preferred that Chapter 3 'Financial procedures' and in particular 
Article 14 'General rules' be limited to establishing the arrangements for coordination and 
cooperation between Member States, in line with the current consular cooperation practice on 
providing consular protection to non-represented EU citizens in third countries.  

 The Netherlands observes that Article 14 leaves sufficient room to take into account Member 
States' current practice (i.e. to decide whether or not to ask for reimbursement of the costs of 
consular protection from its citizens) while ensuring compliance with Treaty obligations." 
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Statement by PT 

"During the negotiations of this Directive, Portugal has always worked constructively and positively 
towards a balanced outcome. We recall that the discussion of the financial aspects lasted over 2 
years without having been reached a final consensus and during which at least 4 Members States 
expressed their reservations. We would therefore like to welcome the adoption of this Directive 
under the understanding that the application of the financial provisions, namely Article 14 will take 
into account the other relevant provisions and the corresponding recitals of the document, in 
particular Article 10 (2)." 
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Coreper Part 1 
II 

31. Preparation for the Council meeting (Agriculture and Fisheries) on 20 April 2015 

1. Proposal for a multiannual plan for the stocks of cod, herring and sprat in the 
Baltic Sea and the fisheries exploiting those stocks, amending Council Regulation 
(EC) No 2187/2005 and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 1098/2007 
(First reading) (Legislative deliberation) 
– General approach 

7259/3/15 PECHE 96 CODEC 361 REV 3 
7862/15 PECHE 122 CODEC 475 

 

The Presidency presented its compromise proposals on the above-mentioned proposal and 

related draft Council statement, both prepared with a view to the adoption by the Council of a 

general approach on 20 April 2015. 

 
The Council Legal Service intervened to offer elements for delegations to consider when 

making their assessment of the proposal. 

 
The European Commission stressed that it would support the Presidency's efforts in 

advancing this file. 

 
Delegations taking the floor showed support for the efforts of the Presidency and the overall 

approach proposed in the Presidency compromise. A number of delegations nevertheless 

voiced concerns as regards the timing of the Presidency compromise, in the context of 

ongoing legal proceedings, and suggested to put part of the text in brackets for the time being. 

Some delegations underlined that the solutions put forward in the Presidency compromise 

could not prejudge of other solutions developed in other regional frameworks to take account 

of the specificities of the concerned fisheries, and welcomed in that regard the draft Council 

statements.  

 
The Presidency concluded that the Committee had prepared the discussions of the Agriculture 

and Fisheries Council on 20 April 2015, and that this point would be kept on the agenda of the 

Council. 
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This point was reopened on 17 April 2015, under AOB, on the basis of document 7957/15, 

following an exchange of views, the Presidency closed the discussion by repeating that the 

Committee had prepared discussions of the upcoming Agriculture and Fisheries Council. 

2. Draft Council conclusions on the position to be taken by the EU and its Member 
States at the 11th session of the United Nations Forum on Forests (New York,  

 4-15 May 2015) (Non-legislative activity) 
– Adoption  

7529/15 FORETS 8 ENV 187 RELEX 258 PROBA 10 DEVGEN 38 CONUN 57  
 

The Committee endorsed the consensus reached by the Working Party with one amendment in 

paragraph 1 of the draft Council conclusions with regard to the reference to "Indigenous 

Peoples". The Committee recommended adoption of the revised text by the Council. 

32. Revision of the European Trade Mark system (First reading) (Legislative deliberation) 
a) Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council 

amending Council Regulation (EC) No 207/2009 on the Community Trade Mark 
b) Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council to 

approximate the laws of the Member States relating to trade marks (Recast) 
– Preparation for the informal trilogue 

7502/15 PI 18 CODEC 409 
 

The Committee provided a mandate for the next trilogue on the basis of the Presidency note 

set out in 7502/15.  

 
The Estonian delegation expressed its concern with the request by the European Parliament 

and the Commission for a mandatory administrative procedure in Art.47 (1) of the trade 

marks Directive, which is alien to the Estonian legal order and is likely to lead to 

administrative burden. 
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33. Revision of Appendix B to the Convention concerning International Carriage by Rail 
(COTIF) 
– European Union coordination of a common position 

7805/15 TRANS 125 
 

The Committee took note of the agreement found in the Working Party and of the favourable 

vote of the Member States on this matter. 

34. Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on package 
travel and assisted travel arrangements, amending Regulation (EC) No 2006/2004, 
Directive 2011/83/EU and repealing Council Directive 90/314/EEC (First reading) 
(Legislative deliberation) 
– Preparation for the informal trilogue 

7535/15 CONSOM 56 MI 191 TOUR 4 JUSTCIV 65 TRANS 110 CODEC 417 
 

The Committee gave the Presidency a revised mandate in a view of the third informal trilogue 

on 22 April 2015. 

35. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down 
measures concerning the European single market for electronic communications and to 
achieve a Connected Continent, and amending Directives 2002/20/EC, 2002/21/EC and 
2002/22/EC and Regulations (EC) No 1211/2009 and (EU) No 531/2012 (First reading) 
(Legislative deliberation) 
– Preparation for the informal trilogue 

7741/1/15 TELECOM 84 COMPET 142 MI 210 CONSOM 59  
CODEC 458 REV 1 

 

The Committee granted the Presidency a mandate, as set out in 7741/1/15 REV 1. 
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Coreper Part 2 
II 

66. Follow-up to the Statement by the members of the European Council (12 February 
2015) (restricted session) 
– Improving information exchange in the area of counter-terrorism across the EU 
 

Delegations took note of the information provided by the representatives of security services 

of four EU Member States on the abovementioned subject. 

67. Preparation of the Council meeting (Foreign Affairs) on 20 April 2015 
 

The Committee took note of the preparations of the Council meeting (Foreign Affairs) on 

20 April 2015, as presented by the EEAS. Discussion items will include Latin America and 

the Caribbean (strategic discussion), Libya, and the Strategic Review.  

 
Council conclusions are foreseen on the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) review, 

Sahel Regional Action Plan 2015-2020, the EU Position for the 2015 NPT Review 

Conference and Yemen. 

 

a) Latin America and the Caribbean 
 

The Committee took note of a presentation by the EEAS, including of the Issues Paper 

(doc. 7770/15) on this item. The EEAS indicated that there would be no Council conclusions, 

but rather a "unified message", which would be given directly to the press, in the wake of the 

FAC. Delegations commended the timely submission (8 April) of the Issues Paper. One 

delegation referred to recent measures taken by Argentina in the South Atlantic, which would 

be raised by their Minister at the FAC. Another MS advised to avoid controversies on this 

particular point. 
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b) Strategic Review 

c) Libya 
 

These items were not discussed by the Committee in detail, they were only addressed in the 

context of the general handling of the Foreign Affairs Council. 

d) Other items in connection with the Council meeting 
 

UNSCR 1325 on Women, Peace and Security and FYROM will be discussed under AOB. 

Iran nuclear talks and Yemen will be discussed over lunch. 

The following side events will take place in the margins: meeting of Ministers of Foreign 

Affairs of the Eastern Partnership and the EU-Chile Association Council. 

e) Yemen 
– Draft Council conclusions 

7976/15 YEMEN 5 MOG 5 CFSP/PESC 55 
 

The Committee examined the draft Council conclusions on Yemen on the basis of document 

7976/15 and agreed to forward them to the Council for adoption, as set out in 8083/15. 

68. Preparations for the Eastern Partnership Summit (Riga, 21-22 May 2015) 
7802/15 COEST 110 
 

The Committee discussed the open issues in the draft Joint Declaration of the Eastern 

Partnership Summit on the basis of document 7802/15. The Committee agreed on the draft 

text of the Declaration to be transmitted to the Partners (doc. 7802/2/15 REV 2), with a view 

to beginning negotiations with them on the text and with the understanding that the 

Committee will revert to the text in the light of the discussion of 16 April 2015 and 

negotiations with the Partners. 

 
Hungary submitted the following statement to the minutes of the meeting: 

"Unilateral statement by Hungary on the  
Draft Joint Declaration 

of the Eastern Partnership Summit (Riga, 21-22 May, 2015) 
 

Hungary reiterates its deep concern that the text of the Draft Joint Declaration of the Eastern 
Partnership Summit does not contain any reference to the protection of the rights of persons 
belonging to national minorities.  
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Hungary recalls having repeatedly asked for the inclusion of such a reference during the 
negotiations of the Draft Joint Declaration, since the protection of the rights of minorities is 
one of our shared common values. In a constructive spirit Hungary has prepared several text 
proposals to this end, however, none of them has been considered in substance in the course 
of the negotiations.  

Hungary reserves the right to revert to this issue during the future negotiations of the Joint 
Declaration with the Eastern Partners." 

69. Presentation of the agenda of the Council meeting (Foreign Affairs/Trade) on 7 May 
2015 
 

The Presidency informed the Committee about the provisional agenda of the above-mentioned 

meeting which would cover the EU-US TTIP negotiations and investor-state dispute 

settlement (ISDS); preparations for the 10th World Trade Organisation Ministerial 

Conference, with a particular focus on the Doha Development Agenda and the environmental 

goods agreement negotiations; and as a lunch item, trade aspects of the Eastern Partnership. 

The Commission also gave information on some of the agenda items. 

 
Furthermore the Presidency informed the Committee of the Eastern Partnership Trade 

Ministerial meeting that will be held back-to back to the meeting of the Foreign Affairs 

Council (Trade). 

70. Preparation of the Council meeting (General Affairs) on 21 April 2015 
a) Inter-institutional Agreement 
 

The Committee had a discussion on the Council's priorities in the upcoming Inter-institutional 

Agreement (IIA) negotiations, on the basis of a Non-paper prepared by the Presidency. 

b) Other items in connection with the Council meeting 
 

The lunch debate will address on the implementation of the Heads Statement on the Fight 

against Terrorism of February 2015.  

IT requested an additional item on the 4 Presidents EMU report. 
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– Any other business 

 Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 
Council Directive 92/85/EEC on the introduction of measures to encourage 
improvements in the safety and health at work of pregnant workers and workers 
who have recently given birth or are breastfeeding (First reading) 
(Legislative deliberation) 
– Information from the Presidency on the state of play 

7570/15 SOC 201 SAN 85 EGC 11 CODEC 426 
+ COR 1 
+ COR 2 

 

The Presidency informed the Committee of the state of play as outlined in 7570/15 + COR 1 

+ COR 2. 
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