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Delegations will find in Annex an information note from the Danish delegation, to be presented 

under ''Any other business'' at the Council (''Agriculture and Fisheries'') at its session on 

11 May 2015. 
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ANNEX 

Denmark would like to inform the Council about the outcome of the conference “Improving pig 

welfare – what are the ways forward?” held 29-30 April 2015 in Copenhagen and to inform about a 

position paper requesting a revision of Council Directive 2008/120/EC.  

The conference, hosted by the Danish Minister for Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, and also 

attended by German Federal Minister for Food and Agriculture, Christian Schmidt, Dutch Minister 

for agriculture, Sharon Dijksma, the Swedish Minister for Rural Affairs, Sven-Erik Bucht, and 

representatives from the European Commission was a part of the follow up on the Vught 

declaration signed by the German, Dutch and Danish ministers on 14 December 2014. 

During the conference the agricultural ministers of Germany, The Netherlands, Sweden and 

Denmark, have signed a position paper requesting  a revision of Council Directive 2008/120/EC 

laying down minimum standards for the protection of pigs.  The paper outlines four issues regarding 

pig welfare on which progress needs to be made at a European level (see annex). 

Member States are encouraged to support the initiative to promote better welfare in the European 

pig production. 
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ANNEX TO THE ANNEX 
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