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Statistical Background Material

Accompanying the document

Report

from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council  on the implementation of 
Regulation (EC) 789/2004 on the transfer of cargo and passenger ships between registers in 

the Community.

SUMMARY

This staff working document provides the background data used for the associated Report 
on the implementation of Regulation (EC) 789/2004 on the transfer of cargo and passenger 
ships between EU flag State registers.

It contains several sections: 

Annex 1 sets out the information provided by those 20 EU Member States which 
replied to the Commission's request for information. In some cases, these replies 
simply confirmed that no such transfers had taken place, as in the case of Austria, 
the Czech Republic and Hungary, while the details forwarded by the other Member 
States are included in the extensive tables below. 

Unfortunately no responses were received, and hence not included, from Bulgaria, 
Cyprus, Italy, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Poland, Slovakia and the United 
Kingdom. Hence a full picture of the intra-EU ship transfer activities between 
registers over this period cannot be established from this data. While action has 
been taken to encourage a fuller response rate, the report has in the interim been 
drawn up with those records available. In addition, it is noticeable that on records 
from one flag State, certain ships transferring out from one register are not always 
noted as transferring in in the return of the receiving flag State register.

Annex 2 sets out three graphs drawn from the data provided by EU Member States. 
They highlight the movements between registers of both cargo and passenger ships 
over the 2006-2012 period and the net gains or losses of individual registers.

Annexes 3 and 4 break down the overall statistics of Annex 2 into cargo and 
passenger ship transfers respectively. As Malta only provided a summary of ship 
transfers without a breakdown of individual ship types, its statistics could not be 
included in these graphs. In addition, using external data sources provided by 
EMSA1, graphs are included for all EU Member States indicating separately the 
number of cargo and passenger ships transferred from each EU Member State 
register to third country registers for the period 2006-2012.

Annex 5 using external data sources provided by EMSA the top 10 EU registers to 
which both ships transferred both from other EU registers as well as third country 
registers.

1 EMSA database 'MARINFO' drawn from several external commercial sources
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