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NOTE 
From: The Chair of the High Level Working Group on Competitiveness and 

Growth  
To: Permanent Representatives Committee/Council 
Subject: Stock-taking of December 2013 Competitiveness Council Conclusions – 

report from the High Level Working Group on Competitiveness and Growth 
-  Information from the Presidency and the HLG Chair 

  

 

Delegations will find in Annex a Letter from the Chair of the High Level Working Group on 

Competitiveness and Growth on stock-taking of December 2013 Competitiveness Council 

Conclusions to be submitted to the Permanent Representatives Committee and the Competitiveness 

Council on 28 May 2015. 
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ANNEX 

 

 

 

 

Dear Ambassadors, 

 

Based on the mandate given in the HLG Work Programme, as approved by COREPER on 20 

February 2015, at its meeting on 6 May 2015 the HLG undertook a stock-taking of previously 

adopted Council Conclusions in order to ascertain the progress made on the Council's previous 

requests. The exercise helped to establish an overview of how Member States and the Commission 

have responded to the ‘requests’ addressed to them, either separately or jointly, in areas including 

the internal market and industry, and to assess the extent to which progress had been made. 

To provide a framework for the initial discussion on the stock-taking exercise, the HLG focused its 

evaluation on Competitiveness Council Conclusions that have acquired sufficient maturity (no later 

than 12-18 months after adoption), namely the Council Conclusions on Single Market Policy and on 

European Industrial Policy adopted in December 2013 under Lithuanian Presidency.1 A table 

setting out commitments based on policy areas and the corresponding state of play is provided in 

Annex 1 to this Note. Tasks in the table are numerated sequentially, based on adopted Council 

Conclusions. 

 

Assessment 

In December 2013, the Competitiveness Council adopted Conclusions on Single Market Policy and 

on European Industrial Policy. Both sets of Conclusions set out 29 policy areas/tasks and, in 13 of 

these cases, tasks included a clear timetable for delivery in order to ensure progress towards their 

implementation.  

1 Docs. 16443/13 and 17202/13. 

HIGH LEVEL WORKING GROUP 

ON COMPETITIVENESS AND GROWTH 

----------------- 

Chair 
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At its meeting on 6 May 2015, the HLG Members welcomed the first stock-taking exercise and 

indicated that it could contribute to improving the quality of future Council Conclusions by making 

them more focused and encouraging the setting of clear targets and timetables for delivery. They 

recognised the modest progress achieved in implementing previous commitments but also stressed 

that further effort is required in order to attain our objectives in the areas of Internal Market and 

Industry. 

The HLG highlighted that regular follow-up should be carried out in order to raise understanding of 

the state of play at both national and European levels, and to allow the Competitiveness Council to 

identify achievements and good practices, as well as areas where more work is required. 

The first discussion dealt with areas where there had been insufficient action, and highlighted 

priority areas to be tackled in future. These areas are, but are not limited to, the application of the 

mutual recognition principle, removing remaining obstacles to a fully functioning Single Market for 

services, assessing the results of the peer review under the Services Directive, providing guidance 

on proportionality, operationalization of the Points of Single Contact, and the setting of indicators 

to measure the economic effects of the application of Single Market rules. 

A number of Member States underlined the importance of improving framework conditions for 

European industry, and asked the Commission to provide a roadmap for fostering industrial 

competitiveness and to present an analysis of the composition and drivers of energy prices and costs 

in Member States. 

Among other issues raised during the stock-take were the Digital Single Market, public 

procurement, aspects of Single Market governance and Better Regulation, and the need for effective 

implementation, enforcement and monitoring of EU legislation. A number of Member States 

deplored the absence of a Internal Market Integration Report for 2015. 

Delegations also expressed the hope that most of the issues identified in the stock-take would be 

picked up by the Commission in its upcoming Internal Market Strategy for goods and services, 

which the Competitiveness Council has previously called on the Commission to deliver as soon as 

possible in the second half of 2015.  
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Next steps 

Delegations emphasised the role of the HLG in providing regular monitoring, reporting and 

discussion of previous Competitiveness Council Conclusions, which could contribute to an 

enhanced and more consistent implementation of Conclusions. 

In order to create an appropriate mechanism which would provide feed-back to the Council on HLG 

deliberations, it was considered appropriate to inform the Competitiveness Council on the outcome 

of the above discussion and stock-taking exercise. It was also agreed that regular updates on such 

deliberations could also help the Competitiveness Council to be even more effective in its future 

actions to make the Single Market a successful tool for growth and jobs, and the further improving 

Europe’s industrial base. 

There was also emphasized the need for more focused discussions on different sectors and policy 

areas included in the Competitiveness Council Conclusions. 

The HLG agreed to further improve the methodology of stock-taking exercises, and concluded that 

Trio-presidencies have a special role in monitoring the progress. The group agreed that the next 

stock-taking could take place before the end of 2015. 

 

Therefore, the Permanent Representatives Committee is invited to take note of the information set 

out in this Letter, with a view to submitting it to the Competitiveness Council on 28 May 2015. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Zaiga Liepina
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