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FRANCE  

Statistical data submitted 

The statistical data were submitted by the 'Ministère de l’Enseignement Supérieur et de la 
Recherche' (Ministry for Higher Education and Research). 

Comments of the French authorities 

This study was realized by the IsoCL Company (formerly Eficom Marketudes) for the Research and 
Higher Education Ministry. 

In France, 2.2 million animals were used for scientific purposes in 2010, whereas 2.3 million were 
used in 2007. It appears that the number of animals used showed a steady state since 1999 with 
about 2.2 million. It represents a decrease of 40% in comparison with the figures of the first 
statistical study in 1990.  

1,326,274 of the animals used were mice (60%). Fish accounted for 354,039 (16%) of the animals 
used, rats for 252,589 (11%), and rabbits for 125,913 (6%). 

Cool-blooded animals (fish, amphibian and reptiles) accounted for 357,392 (16%) of the animals 
used. 

Non-human primates accounted for 1,810 animals, 0.08% of the animals used, a reduction of 34% 
compared with 2007. Most of the non-human primates used were cercopithecoidea (86%) and more 
precisely Macaca cynomolgus (70%). Similarly to previous years, no apes were used for scientific 
purposes. 

Since 2007, rodents (1,622,840) showed a reduction of 20%, whereas rabbits (125,913) and fish 
(354,039) presented an increase of 31% and 1650%, respectively. 

Concerning the purpose, 1,103,214 animals (50%) were used for research purposes: 598,532 animals 
(27%) were used for fundamental biology studies and 504,682 (23%) were used for research and 
development and production and quality control relating to human medicine, dentistry and 
veterinary medicine. 403,426 animals (18%) were used for production and quality control of 
products and devices for human medicine and dentistry. 

Toxicological or other safety evaluations used 78,041 animals (3.5%). 
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ITALY  

Statistical data submitted  

The statistical data were submitted by Ministry of Health, Directorate General for Animal Health and 
Veterinary Medicinal Products, Office VI, Animal Welfare. 

Comments of the Italian authorities  

The data collected have been used for the ‘EU harmonised statistical tables’ produced by the 
competent national EU authorities for 1997. 

In general the trend of an overall decrease in the numbers of the animals used for experiments has been 
confirmed and from 1999 the numbers have been consistently under 1 million animals. 

This said, there has been a significant increase in percentage terms in the use of mice (+ 2.01) and fish 
(+ 5.01) with regard to 2008. 

The tables also show data on the animals used for in vitro studies (euthanized to remove organs, tissues 
and cells). 

88.99 %      of the species of animals used were rodents or rabbits. 

53.78 %     of animals were used in basic biological studies. 

33.87 %     of animals were used for research and development, for the production and quality control 
of products and appliances for human medicine, orthodontics and veterinary medicine. 

7.82 %       of animals were used in toxicological studies. 

4.53 %       of animals were used to diagnose illnesses, for teaching and other purposes. 

In general a decrease has been noted in the number of animals used for the production and quality 
control of products and appliances for human medicine, orthodontics and veterinary medicine and for 
toxicological studies (- 4.22% with regard to 2008). 

Article 24 of Directive 86/609/EEC, which was transposed into Italian law with Legislative Decree No 
116/92, has allowed the introduction of stricter measures which concern, in particular, the use of non-
human primates, dogs and cats as stipulated in Article 3(2) of the above-mentioned Legislative Decree: 
'as regards non-human primates, dogs and cats, the authorisation referred to in Article 8(1)(b) is 
also required.' 

However the use of non-human primates, dogs and cats is permitted only after obtaining specific 
prior authorisation from the Ministry of Health. 

All this has resulted in non-human primates, dogs and cats accounting overall for 0.11% of the total 
animals used. 
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Statistical data submitted 

The statistical data were submitted by Veterinary Services of the Republic of Cyprus. 

Comments of the Cypriot authorities 

None 
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Statistical data submitted 

The statistical data were submitted by the State Food and Veterinary Service. 

Comments of Latvian authorities  

None 
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LITHUANIA 

Statistical data submitted 

The statistical data have been submitted by the Animal Health and Welfare 
Department of the State Food and Veterinary Service of the Republic of Lithuania. 

Comments of Lithuanian authorities 

The legal basis for the collection of statistics on the number and use of vertebrate 
animals for experimental and other scientific purposes in Lithuania is provided by: 

The State Food and Veterinary Service Director Decree No B1-639 (Government 
Gazette 2009, No  8-287) on the protection of animals used for experimental and 
other scientific purposes, in accordance with Council Directive 86/609/EEC and 
European Convention on the protection of animals used for experimental and other 
scientific purposes. 

The total number of animals used in experiments in Lithuania in 2011 was 4,067. 

Rodents accounted for 88,64% of all animals used – 3,605 animals (2,131 mice – 
accounting for 59,11 %, 1,297 rats - accounting for 35,98 %, 177 guinea pigs – 
accounting for 4,91 %). 

Rabbits represent 6,74 % (274 animals). 

Cold-blooded animals (amphibians) represented 3,66 % of the animals used – 149 
animals, of which 100 % were used for education and training purposes.  

Pigs accounted for 0,5 % of the animals used (19 animals), of which 52,63 % were 
used for research and development of products and devices for human medicine and 
dentistry and for veterinary medicine, 47,37 % for diagnosis of disease purposes.  

Birds accounted for 0,5 % (20 animals), of which 100% were used for research and 
development of products and devices for  human medicine and dentistry and for 
veterinary medicine.  

No primates were used. 

No animals have been used for cosmetics testing. 
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Statistical data submitted 

The statistical data were submitted by the Ministry of Rural Development. 

Comments of the Hungarian authorities 

The total number of animals used for experimental and other scientific purposes in 2011 was 
276.179 which represents a 9,4% decrease compared to the same figure of 2008. 

The use of other rodents, goats and reptiles fell to zero. The decrease was considerable in the 
number of cattle (94,6%), horses and donkeys (77,5%), hamsters (59%), amphibians (38,7%), rats 
(20,7%), and sheep (20%). 

On the other hand the use of fish more than doubled and eighteen times as many quals were used 
than in 2008. 

The trend of monkeys turned in the past few years: no new world monkey were used, but the 
number of old world monkeys grew. 

Compared to 2008 no rabbits, but cats were re-used. 

The amount of animals used for production and quality control of products and devices for 
veterinary medicine (more than doubled) and for toxicological and other safety evaluations (almost 
doubled) were increased , but a lot less (half) were used to education and training. 
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MALTA 

Statistical data submitted 

The data were submitted by the Ministry for Resources and Rural Affairs, Veterinary and 
Phytosanitary Regulation Department. 

Comments of Malta authorities 

None 
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THE NETHERLANDS  

Statistical data submitted 

The statistical data were prepared, quality assured and submitted by the 'Nederlandse Voedsel 
en Waren Autoriteit' (Netherlands Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority). 

Comments of the Dutch authorities  

On 5 February 1997, the revised version of the Experiments on Animals Act (1977) entered 
into force.  

The provisions of the European Directive on the approximation of laws, regulations and 
administrative provisions of the Member States regarding the protection of animals used for 
experimental and other scientific purposes (86/609/EEC) have been implemented.  

In addition, among others the following provisions have been issued: 

- Animal experiments using LD50/LC50 methods are prohibited. However, for acute dermal 
and acute respiratory toxicity tests a general exemption is granted, due to the lack of 
validated alternative methods. 

- Animal experiments for new or existing cosmetics are prohibited. 
- Since 2003 animal experiments on great apes are prohibited. 
- Every animal experiment to be performed has to be recommended by a recognised ethical 

review committee. Such a committee comprises at least seven members, one of whom is 
the chairperson. In addition, such a committee comprises in equal numbers experts in the 
fields of animal experiments, experts in the field of alternative methods, experts in the 
field of animal welfare and protection and experts in the field of ethical assessment. At 
least two of these experts are not involved in the conduct of experiments on animals. The 
chairperson and at least two members are not in the employ of any licence holder applying 
to the committee. The animal welfare officer is involved already at an early stage in the 
review of experiments and acts as a permanent advisor for the ethical review committee. 
At this moment 23 ethical review committees are recognized.  

 

Licenses to perform animal experiments are issued by the Minister of Public Health, Welfare 
and Sport to a natural or legal person who is a mandated representative of an establishment 
for animal use. So licensed, those people are responsible for assuring that the legal 
requirements are complied with. The welfare of the experimental animals is supervised by a 
qualified veterinarian or another competent person in charge of the licensee. 

A Standing Committee advises the Minister on the administration of the Act and other 
related issues. The Committee consists of experts in the field of animal experimentation, 
laboratory animal science and animal welfare. 

The enforcement of the Act has been commissioned to the Netherlands Food and Consumer 
Product Safety Authority.  

The creation of transgenic animals 
In 2011, for the creation of transgenic animals, 12,251 animals (11,494 mice, 546 rats, 48 
other birds and 163 fish) were used.  
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Breeding of animals which had a fenotype with harmful effect 

In 2011 there were 11,890 animals used for breeding which had a fenotype with harmful 
effects. Concerning 11,015 genetically altered mice, 172 genetically altered rats and 703 mice 
without a genetical modification 

Collection of data  
72 establishments completed the 2011 registration form.  

These establishments can be categorized as follows: 

a) Universities and university hospitals 15 
b) Public health research institutes   4 
c) Agricultural and veterinary research institutes   3 
d) Other research institutes   4 
e) Industries  and companies  38 
f) Schools for vocational training   6 
g) Breeders      2 

 

The killing of an animal without any previous intervention 

In the Netherlands, the killing of an animal without any previous intervention in the 
framework of research or testing, e.g. for organ/blood collection, is considered to be an 
experiment. The rationale of this is that the Inspectorate must have the power to supervise the 
killing of laboratory animals.  

This is in contrast to the Council of Europe Convention ETS 123 and Directive 86/609/EEC, 
where the use of an animal for an experimental or other scientific purpose is not considered an 
experiment if the least painful method of killing accepted in modern practice  (‘humane’ 
methods’) is used. 

In 2011, 67,196 animals were killed without previous intervention. 

Re-use of the animals (in 2011, 8,077 animals) is included as well in the Dutch statistics 

 

Total number of animals used 

In 2011, according to the EU Tables, the total number of animals used was 514,617. 

This is 3,2% (16,314) more than the number of animals used in 2010 (498,303). 

The total number of genetically modified animals that was used was 93,349. When split up 
into species, the numbers of genetically modified animals used are: 89,704 mice, 419 rats, 200 
rabbits and 3,026 fish. 

 

Discomfort   
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General 

Data has to be registered after an experiment has been performed. This includes data on the 
degree of discomfort; i.e. experienced discomfort. 

As a consequence of the animal experiments performed in 2008: 

 36,35% of the animals experienced minor discomfort; 

 29,30% of the animals experienced minor/moderate discomfort; 

 21,67% of the animals experienced moderate discomfort; 

 8,98% of the animals experienced moderate/severe discomfort; 

 3,68% of the animals experienced severe discomfort; and 

 0.02% of the animals experienced very severe discomfort. 
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