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ESTONIA 

Statistical data submitted 

The statistical data were submitted by the Animal Welfare and Zootechnics bureau of the Ministry 
of Agriculture. 

Comments of Estonian authorities 

Estonia has 10 approved experimental animal breeding and user establishments. Six of them are 
active at the University of Tartu. 

Commission of the authorization of the animal testing permits first started in August 2004. 

During the period 2009-2011 there have been issued 92 licenses for conducting animal 
experiments in Estonia. Most of the experiments have been conducted at the University of Tartu.  

The majority of laboratory animals used are from authorized breeding establishments in Estonia.  

Most experiments have been carried out in the development of products and devices for human 
medicine and fields of biological studies of a fundamental nature and research. 

In the field of biological studies, the majority of experiments involved the investigation of human 
diseases (nervous and mental illnesses, various forms of cancer). The authorization and licensing 
animal testing and conducting animal experiments is regulated by national and EU legislation.
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IRELAND  

Statistical data submitted 
The statistical data for Ireland were provided by the Department of Health. 

Comments of Irish authorities1  

General 

 A total of 264,990 animals were used. This represents an increase of 135% compared to the 
112,835 animals used in 2008. 

 131 new licences were issued in 2011. This is a reduction of 49% on the 259 licences 
issued in 2008. In this context, a change in procedures, whereby licences are issued to the 
project leader rather than each researcher working on the project, contributed to this 
reduction.  

 Rodents accounted for 98% (259,879) of all animals used which compares to 74% (83,124) 
of all animals in 2008.  

 No primates were used. This was in accordance with Ireland’s policy not to licence for the 
use of primates. 

 Of the animals used, 7% (17,739) were bred in registered breeding establishments in 
Ireland while 6% (16,955) came from other Member States in the EU and 86% (228,688) 
came from Non-EU Member States of the Council of Europe which are parties to 
Convention ETS 123. When rodents are excluded from this analysis, the % of animals bred 
in registered breeding establishments in Ireland rises to 72%.  

 Regulatory requirements (195,649) and studies related to human and animal diseases 
(67,977) accounted for 99.5% of all animals used in scientific procedures. 

 

Animals Used for Selected Purposes 

 Of the 264,990 animals used, 67,977 (26%) were involved in studies on human and animal 
diseases. 

 Of the 259,979 rodents used, 64,883 (25%) were involved in studies on human and animal 
diseases. 

 Of the 473 dogs used, 361 (76%) were involved in studies specific to animal diseases. 

 Of the 120 cats, 64 (53%) were involved in studies specific to animal diseases. 

                                                 
1 N.B. Two corrections were identified after the data submission: 1) The 39 goats should be corrected to 13 goats. The 
detailed information in Table 4 should be corrected from 26 goats in Column 4.5 and 13 goats in Column 4.6 to zero 
goats in Column 4.5 and 13 goats in Column 4.6; 2) 2 pigs listed in Column 4.6 should be moved to Column 4.5. 
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 Of the 238 horses, donkeys and crossbreds used, 216 (91%) were involved in studies 
specific to animal diseases. 

 Of the 348 sheep used, 317 (91%) were involved in studies specific to animal diseases. 

 Of the 1,700 cattle used, 942 (55%) were involved in studies on human and animal 
diseases. 

 All “other mammals” (480) were involved in studies specific to animal diseases. 

 Of the 503 “other birds” used, 463 (92%) were involved in studies specific to animal 
diseases. 

 

Toxicological and other Safety Evaluations 

 No animals were used in the testing of cosmetic products. This was in accordance with 
Ireland’s policy not to licence procedures involving the testing of cosmetics. 

 Toxicological and other safety evaluations accounted for 74% (195,446) of animals used 
which compares with 52,065 (46%) in 2008. 

 195,309 (99.9%) of toxicological and other safety evaluations were done pursuant to 
regulatory requirements. 

 194,607 (99.6%) of the animals used in toxicological and other safety evaluations were 
rodents. 
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GREECE  

Statistical data submitted 

The statistical data were submitted by the '
' (Ministry of Rural Development and Food, Directorate for Veterinary Care, 

Drugs & Practice). 

Comments of Greek authorities  

The legal basis for the collection of statistics on the number and use of vertebrate animals for 
experimental and other scientific purposes in Greece is provided by: 

- Presidential Decree No 160/91 (Government Gazette, Series I, No 64) on the protection of animals 
used for experimental and other scientific purposes, in accordance with Council Directive 
86/609/EEC, and  

- Law No 2015/92 (Government Gazette, Series I, No 30) approving the European Convention on 
the protection of animals used for experimental and other scientific purposes. 

For the collection of statistics relating to the year 2011, the tables, data and glossary of terms set out 
in European Commission document EL/11/97/04100000 W00 of 24 June 1997 were used. The 
Directorate for Veterinary Care, Drugs and Practice (Directorate-General for Veterinary Affairs, 
Ministry of Rural Development and Food) sent them directly to the educational establishments 
(universities and colleges of technology), research centres, healthcare institutions and businesses and 
pharmaceutical companies which use vertebrate animals for experimental and other scientific 
purposes. These documents were not sent to cosmetics manufacturers for the year in question, as our 
department was informed that no cosmetics company uses animals for experimental purposes in 
Greece.  

The total number of animals used in experiments in Greece in 2011 was 28,001, of which: 

95.21% (26,659 animals) were rodents (24,354 mice - 91.35%, 2,266 rats - 8.5%, 39 guinea pigs - 
0.15%), of which 29.54% were used for basic biological research, 31.10% for research and 
development of medical, dental and veterinary products and appliances, 0.07% to control the 
production and quality of medical and dental products and appliances, 29.6% for toxicological and 
other safety studies, 7.77% for the diagnosis of disease, 0.76% for education and training purposes 
and, finally, 1.16% for other purposes. 

2.5% (701 animals) were rabbits, of which 66.33% were used for basic biological research, 7.99% 
for the production and quality control of veterinary products and appliances, 14.27% for 
toxicological and other safety studies, 2.57% for the diagnosis of disease, 7.13% for education and 
training purposes and, finally, 1.71% for other purposes.   

1.39% (390 animals) were pigs, of which 58.72% were used for basic biological research, 1.03% for 
research and development of medical, dental and veterinary products and appliances, 3.08% for 
toxicological and other safety studies, 1.03% for the diagnosis of disease, 34.62% for education and 
training purposes and 1.54% for other purposes. 
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 0.79% were amphibians (220 animals), which were used for education and training 
purposes.   

 0.07% were cats (19 animals), which were used for basic biological studies.  

 0.03% were sheep (8 animals), which were all used for the diagnosis of disease.  

 0.01% were dogs (4 animals), which were all used for basic biological research.  

 

The above data and the tables that have already been sent to you show that the three categories of 
experiment for which animals were most used in Greece in 2011 were biological research, followed 
by research and development of medical, dental and veterinary products and appliances and, lastly, 
toxicological and other safety studies. 
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Statistical data submitted 

The Statistical data were provided by the Ministry for Agriculture, Food and the 
Environment, Directorate-General for Agriculture, Food and the Environment, Sub 
Directorate-General for Livestock Products. 

Comments of Spanish authorities  

The 2011 statistical report on the use of animals for experimental purposes was drawn up by 
the Ministry for Agriculture, Food and the Environment using data submitted by the 
Autonomous Communities which, in turn, received data from users registered in their 
respective territories. 

In comparison with the previous report that was submitted in 2009, there was no significant 
variation in the total number of animals used. There were, however, a number of changes 
affecting the distribution of the data, reflecting current trends in the type of animals and their 
uses. There was: 

 An increase in the use of mice but a drop in the use of rats; 

 A drop in the use of primates with the focus on their use in safety tests (tests of 
chronic and sub-chronic toxicity); 

 An increase in animals coming from 'other sources', which have tripled in number, 
the increase in mice being especially significant. Most of these come from the 
United States and – in much fewer numbers – from Japan, Canada and Australia. 
For the most part these are genetically modified animals; 

 An increase in their use in studies of fundamental biology and of human and animal 
diseases, and for quality production and control; and 

 A drop in their use in safety studies (essentially toxicology). 
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