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Delegations will find attached a statement by the delegation of the United Kingdom to be entered 

into the minutes of the Council session approving the text of the draft Council Decision authorising 

respectively the Kingdom of Belgium and the Republic of Poland to ratify and the Republic of 

Austria to accede to the Budapest Convention on the Contract for the Carriage of Goods by Inland 

Waterways (CMNI) and requesting the consent of the European Parliament thereon. 
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Statement by the delegation of the United Kingdom relating to the draft Council decision 

authorising respectively the Kingdom of Belgium and the Republic of Poland to ratify and the 

Republic of Austria to accede to the Budapest Convention on the Contract for the Carriage of 

Goods by Inland Waterways (CMNI) 

 

The United Kingdom supports the Council Decision authorising Austria, Belgium and Poland to 

ratify, or accede to, the Budapest Convention on the Contract for the Carriage of Goods by Inland 

Waterways (CMNI).  

 

The Council Decision states that the Union has exclusive external competence in particular with 

regard to Article 29 of the Budapest Convention and, as such, the provisions of that Article affect 

the rules laid down in Council Regulation (EC) No. 593/2008 and is, therefore, binding on all 

Member States. 

 

However, the United Kingdom wishes to draw attention to the fact that the legal base cited for the 

Council Decision to be adopted is pursuant to Title V Part III of the Treaty on the Functioning of 

the European Union.  Consequently, the Council Decision will only bind the United Kingdom if it 

opts in to the Council Decision in accordance with Protocol 21 to the Treaties. 

 

Accordingly, the United Kingdom has notified the President of the Council that it wishes to take 

part in the adoption and application of this Decision, in accordance with Article 3 of Protocol No.21 

on the position of the United Kingdom and Ireland in respect of the area of Freedom, Security and 

Justice annexed to the Treaty on European Union and to the Treaty on the functioning of the 

European Union. 

 

www.parlament.gv.at

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=68795&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:9225/15;Nr:9225;Year:15&comp=9225%7C2015%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=68795&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:593/2008;Nr:593;Year:2008&comp=



