
10897/15 RC/oza 1
DGC 2B EN

Council of the
European Union

Brussels, 20 July 2015
(OR. en)

10897/15

COHOM 81
CFSP/PESC 399
COSCE 5
FREMP 160
INF 132
JAI 562
RELEX 604
DEVGEN 132
CONUN 142

OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS
From: General Secretariat of the Council
On: 20 July 2015
No. prev. doc.: 10875/15 COHOM 80 CFSP/PESC 395 COSCE 4 FREMP 158 INF 131 

JAI 558 RELEX 597 DEVGEN 131 CONUN 141
Subject: Council Conclusions on the Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy 

2015 - 2019 

Delegations will find attached the Council conclusions on the Action Plan on Human Rights and 

Democracy 2015 - 2019 as adopted by the Council on 20 July 2015.

073384/EU XXV. GP
Eingelangt am 20/07/15

www.parlament.gv.at

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:10897/15;Nr:10897;Year:15&comp=10897%7C2015%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:COHOM%2081;Code:COHOM;Nr:81&comp=COHOM%7C81%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:PESC%20399;Code:PESC;Nr:399&comp=PESC%7C399%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:COSCE%205;Code:COSCE;Nr:5&comp=COSCE%7C5%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:FREMP%20160;Code:FREMP;Nr:160&comp=FREMP%7C160%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:INF%20132;Code:INF;Nr:132&comp=INF%7C132%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:JAI%20562;Code:JAI;Nr:562&comp=JAI%7C562%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:RELEX%20604;Code:RELEX;Nr:604&comp=RELEX%7C604%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:DEVGEN%20132;Code:DEVGEN;Nr:132&comp=DEVGEN%7C132%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:CONUN%20142;Code:CONUN;Nr:142&comp=CONUN%7C142%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:10875/15;Nr:10875;Year:15&comp=10875%7C2015%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:COHOM%2080;Code:COHOM;Nr:80&comp=COHOM%7C80%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:PESC%20395;Code:PESC;Nr:395&comp=PESC%7C395%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:COSCE%204;Code:COSCE;Nr:4&comp=COSCE%7C4%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:FREMP%20158;Code:FREMP;Nr:158&comp=FREMP%7C158%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:INF%20131;Code:INF;Nr:131&comp=INF%7C131%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:JAI%20558;Code:JAI;Nr:558&comp=JAI%7C558%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:RELEX%20597;Code:RELEX;Nr:597&comp=RELEX%7C597%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:DEVGEN%20131;Code:DEVGEN;Nr:131&comp=DEVGEN%7C131%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=73384&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:CONUN%20141;Code:CONUN;Nr:141&comp=CONUN%7C141%7C


10897/15 RC/oza 2
DGC 2B EN

COUNCIL CONCLUSIONS ON THE ACTION PLAN ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND 

DEMOCRACY 2015 - 2019

Foreign Affairs Council, 20 July 2015

1. Welcoming the Joint Communication "Keeping human rights at the heart of the EU agenda",

as presented by the High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and 

Security Policy and the European Commission, the Council adopts a new Action Plan on 

Human Rights and Democracy for the period 2015-2019. With this Action Plan, the Council 

reaffirms the European Union's commitment to promote and protect human rights and to 

support democracy worldwide. 

2. Based on the Strategic Framework on Human Rights and Democracy and the 2012-2014 

Action Plan, the European Union has made considerable progress in improving the impact 

and coherence of its actions on human rights and democracy. The EU has further developed 

guidelines on key human rights issues, enhanced the effectiveness of bilateral human rights 

and democracy work, successfully promoted action at the multilateral level, and improved the 

mainstreaming of human rights across the EU's external action. The Council also welcomes 

the important work of the EU Special Representative for Human Rights Stavros Lambrinidis, 

who greatly contributes to the effectiveness, coherence and visibility of EU human rights 

policy, and expresses full political support for his work. 
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3. Today's complex crises and widespread violations and abuses of human rights and 

fundamental freedoms require ever more determined efforts by the EU. This Action Plan 

should enable the EU to meet these challenges through more focused action, systematic and 

co-ordinated use of the instruments at its disposal, and enhanced impact of its policies and 

tools on the ground. The EU will put special emphasis on ownership by, and co-operation 

with, local institutions and mechanisms, including national human rights institutions, as well 

as civil society. The EU will promote the principles of non-discrimination, gender equality 

and women's empowerment. The EU will also ensure a comprehensive human rights approach 

to preventing and addressing conflicts and crises, and further mainstream human rights in the 

external aspects of EU policies in order to ensure better policy coherence, in particular in the 

fields of migration, trade and investment, development cooperation and counter terrorism.

4. The EU remains committed to implementing the entire human rights and democracy agenda 

as reflected in the 2012 Strategic Framework for Human Rights and Democracy, which 

continues to guide the Union's actions, and in the EU human rights guidelines, Council 

Conclusions and strategy papers. The EU will continue to promote and defend the universality 

and indivisibility of all human rights in partnership with countries from all regions, in close 

cooperation with international and regional organisations, and with civil society. The EU will

step up its efforts to promote a safe and enabling environment in which civil society and 

independent media can flourish. The EU emphasises the key contribution that civil society 

actors and human rights defenders make to peace and security, stability and prosperity.  
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5. The Council commends the important role played by the High Representative/Vice-President 

and the European Commission in promoting a consistent and coherent implementation of the 

EU's human rights policy. The Action Plan will be implemented with the close involvement 

of the European Parliament and regular consultation with relevant stakeholders, in particular 

civil society organisations. The EU is committed to improve public diplomacy and 

communication on its human rights actions. A mid-term review of the Action Plan will be 

undertaken in 2017 which will coincide with the mid-term review of the external financing 

instruments in order to ensure greater coherence. The Council invites all partners to contribute 

to the success of this Action Plan and to promote human rights and democracy around the 

world.

Annex: Action Plan
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