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1. SUMMARY 
In the 2013 Report on the protection of the European Union's financial interests, the 
Commission made certain recommendations to the Member States. The Commission has 
followed up on the implementation of these recommendations by the Member States as part of 
the 2014 reporting exercise.  

2. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
As the mandate of the 2010-2014 Commission has now come to an end, it is worth taking 
retrospective look at the most significant initiatives undertaken and the results achieved in 
2014, and the four years previous, regarding the protection of the EU’s financial interests and 
the fight against fraud. 

2.1. An unprecedented set of anti-fraud measures 
Unprecedented legal and administrative measures were taken and unparalleled proposals were 
made, which profoundly impacted upon how the Commission and the Member States 
approach protecting the EU’s financial interests from fraud and other illegal activities. 

2.1.1. The beginning of the road: CAFS 

In 2011, the Commission adopted its multiannual Anti-Fraud Strategy (CAFS). Initially 
addressed to the Commission services, the Strategy was pivotal in raising fraud awareness and 
bringing the issues of fraud detection and prevention into the spotlight. 

The Strategy led to Commission services and EU agencies adopting sectoral anti-fraud 
strategies. The addition of anti-fraud provisions to the new legal framework for spending 
programmes in 2014-2020 was also a significant achievement. 

The actions implemented in the framework of the Strategy have increased the Commission’s 
and national authorities’ awareness and capabilities. 

2.1.2. The reform of the European Anti-Fraud Office 

In 2012, the European Anti-Fraud Office carried out an extensive reorganisation to step up 
efficiency in its investigative process and streamline governance and policy actions.  

The adoption of Regulation (EU) No 883/2013 provided an improved legal framework which 
strengthens the rights of the persons concerned by an OLAF investigation, and also enhances 
the necessary cooperation with Member States through the appointment of the AFCOS. 

Recommendation 1: 

The four Member States who have not yet designated AFCOS are invited to do so by the 
end of 2014. 

While seventeen Member States1 reported no new information since the report of 2013, 
Ireland, Denmark, Greece, Finland, Spain, Sweden, Luxembourg and the UK designated their 
countries' AFCOS in 2014. The four Member States explicitly invited by the Commission to 
designate their AFCOS in 2014 did so. All but one Member State AFCOS were established 
with coordinative, rather than investigative powers. The UK AFCOS has both administrative 

                                                 
1  Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, Estonia, Italy, Cyprus, Lithuania,  

Hungary, Malta, Netherlands, Austria, Poland, Portugal, Slovenia, Slovakia 

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:883/2013;Nr:883;Year:2013&comp=
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and investigative powers. Spain highlighted its intention to establish an Advisory Council, 
which will bring together all Spanish authorities involved in managing EU funds and will 
assist the AFCOS in its functions. 

While many Member States had already established an AFCOS before 2014, some provided 
updated information on the main tasks and responsibilities of their designated AFCOS in this 
reporting period. In this regard; 

 France informed OLAF of the improved online communication strategy of their 
AFCOS.  

 Croatia reported that in March 2013, in an effort to strengthen the administrative 
capacities of the AFCOS (SCIF), SCIF employees visited the Bulgarian AFCOS with 
the aim of familiarising its employees with the functioning of an AFCOS in another 
Member State.  

 Latvia introduced a regulation to strengthen the AFCOS, which now includes a 
representative of the State Audit Office.  

 Romania stated that there are bilateral talks taking place at present with OLAF on the 
renewal of the Cooperation Agreement between the two institutions. 

2.1.3. Measures to fight fraud and corruption in public procurement 

Public procurement is a 'hot spot' for fraud and corruption. In 2012, the Commission started 
to modernise the existing rules to strengthen transparency and their anti-corruption purpose. 
In February 2014, three directives were adopted. 

In 2013, OLAF presented a study on the ‘Costs of corruption in public procurement’, and in 
February 2014 the first EU anti-corruption report was adopted. Both reports contain 
recommendations and highlight best practices. 

In addition, Member States reported a significant number of legislative and administrative 
measures aimed at strengthening work in this area. 

Recommendation 2: 
Member States are invited to take into account the recommendations included in the 
anti-corruption reports and the best practices highlighted there. 

Regarding this recommendation, the Member States' replies mainly focussed upon the 
transposition of the public procurement directive into national legislation. It would appear that 
in 2014, the vast majority of measures taken at Member State level regarding public 
procurement involved preparations for the transposition of the directive. 

Most Member States2 have commenced preparations for the transposition of the package of 
public procurement directives into national law, with most undertaking significant national 
measures in the last year in order to allow for such transposition. In this regard, 15 Member 

                                                 
2  Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, Germany, Estonia, Ireland, Greece, Spain, France, Italy, Cyprus, Latvia, 

Lithuania, Luxembourg,  Hungary, Malta, Slovenia, Finland, Sweden.  
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States3 have either drafted the necessary national legislation that will transpose the package, 
or are in the process of doing so. While the deadline for the transposition of the directives is 
April 2016, three Member States4 foresee the adoption of the aforementioned acts into 
national law before the end of 2015.  

During the transposition process five Member States5 launched consultations; Cyprus, Ireland 
and Sweden carried out public consultations, while Slovakia launched an interdepartmental 
consultation and Slovenia consulted with the relevant contracting authorities.   

Three6 Member States established working groups to enable the transposition of the 
directives, while Romania and Denmark established committees to do so. Bulgaria adopted a 
'special' strategy for the development of the public procurement sector for the period 2014-
2020. 

E-Procurement is already in place in both Portugal and Slovenia.   

2.1.4. Sectoral measures: revenue 

In order to step up the fight against VAT fraud, a directive was adopted in 2013 to implement 
the Quick Reaction Mechanism to deal with massive and sudden VAT fraud. Established in 
20107, the Eurofisc network started operational work in 2011 with the progressive 
establishment of four working fields and specific risk-analysis projects. 

The fight against illicit tobacco products gained momentum. In 2010, the two latest 
cooperation agreements with tobacco manufacturers were concluded. In 2011, the 
Commission prepared an action plan to fight cigarette and alcohol smuggling along the EU’s 
eastern border. In June 2013, a comprehensive EU strategy and an action plan to fight 
smuggling and other forms of illicit trade in tobacco products were adopted. At the end of 
2013, the Protocol to eliminate the illicit trade in tobacco products appended to the World 
Health Organisation’s (WHO’s) Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) was 
finalised and signed by the EU. 

2.1.5. Sectoral measures: expenditure 

In 2013, the main regulatory provisions for the 2014-20 spending programmes were adopted. 
For the first time, they contain a specific requirement for national authorities to set up 
effective and proportionate anti-fraud measures taking into account the risks identified. 

National audit authorities and the Commission will monitor the correct implementation of 
such requirements. In addition, guidelines on fraud risk assessments and effective and 
proportionate ant-fraud measures were prepared together with the national authorities8.  

                                                 
3  Belgium, Denmark, Estonia, Greece, France, Italy, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Malta, 

Slovenia, Slovakia, Sweden.  
4  Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Sweden.  
5  Ireland, Cyprus, Malta, Slovakia, Sweden. 
6  Latvia, Lithuania, Finland. 
7  Regulation (EU) No 904/2010 
8  In 2013 and 2014 

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:904/2010;Nr:904;Year:2010&comp=
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Member States will need to respect these to ensure that the EU’s financial interests are 
protected against fraud. 

Recommendation 3: 

The Commission recommends that Member States implement the legal requirements 
according to the adopted guidelines. 

In 2014, Greece, Malta and Croatia adopted National Anti-Fraud Strategies (NAFS) in 
relation to the cohesion policy funds, while Bulgaria and Slovakia adopted NAFS covering 
both the revenue and expenditure areas. Romania, Italy and Slovenia began the process of 
developing NAFS in 2014. Lithuania put a National Anti-Corruption Programme for 2015-
2025 in place. Denmark developed an Anti-Fraud Action Plan in 2014 and Latvia expressed 
that each managing authority will develop an anti-fraud action plan in the future. Finland also 
commenced work towards developing a national anti-fraud action plan in 2014. 

2.1.6. What lies ahead 

Three main legislative proposals have been submitted to the co-legislators in previous years 
and are awaiting approval: 

(a) a directive on the fight against fraud by means of criminal law; 

(b) a regulation to set up the European Public Prosecutor’s Office; 

(c) the amendment of Regulation (EC) No 515/97 on mutual administrative assistance in 
the customs area. 

The adoption of these proposals would complement and strengthen the legal framework 
shaped in 2009-13. It would strengthen the fight against fraud and would ensure stronger 
coordination with and between Member States. 

Recommendation 4: 
The Commission invites the co-legislators to swiftly complete the legislative work started 
and to adopt the pending proposals. 

In light of the fact that the three legislative acts have not yet been finalised, and negotiations 
are still on-going, many Member States have not yet taken a final position on the acts, and in 
many cases no preparations have begun regarding their implementation. Many of the Member 
States where preparations have not yet begun highlighted that work will commence on the 
adoption of the regulations and the directive when the final texts are agreed. 

Several Member States provided information on the actions they have taken in respect of 
these proposals: 

a) The directive on the fight against fraud: 

 Belgium has set up a working party to co-ordinate the Belgian position on the 
proposal.  

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:515/97;Nr:515;Year:97&comp=
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 Germany adopted a bill in 2015 broadening the criminal liability for corruption by, 
and in respect of, EU officials.  

 Finland set up a project toward the implementation of the directive in the Ministry of 
Justice. 

 Bulgaria voiced its support for the proposal.  
 

b) The regulation on the European Public Prosecutor's Office: 

 Belgium has set up a working party to co-ordinate the Belgian position on the 
proposal.  

 The Supreme Public Prosecutor's Office of the Czech Republic has been assessing the 
proposed regulation. 

 Bulgaria supported the Commission proposal for a regulation for the establishment of 
an EPPO. 

 Finland has set up a project toward the establishment of the EPPO in the Ministry of 
Justice. 

 Germany is examining the possible impact of this on national law.  
 France recommends that the scope of the European Public Prosecutor's powers be 

amended to better limit it to the most serious and significant cases, rather than dealing 
with most commonly committed offences, as France's opinion is such that this could 
have a negative impact on procedures for identifying and reviewing customs 
infringement cases affecting the Union's financial interests. 
 

c) The amendment of Regulation (EC) No 515/97 on mutual administrative assistance in the 
customs area: 

 Hungary noted that the application of this regulation in the national legal system did 
not cause any difficulty.  
 

Some Member States also cited participation in the negotiations in the Council and in the 
activities of the working groups for drafting the proposals. 

2.2. Operational results: a different pace 
Although the legislative landscape has changed considerably over the last few years, the 
analysis described in section 2.2 of this report shows that the impact of these measures is not 
as evident as one might have expected.   

The overall trend in detecting and reporting potentially fraudulent irregularities in the last five 
years shows a slow decrease (although this reversed since 2012). On the other hand, however, 
the number of irregularities not reported as fraudulent has progressively increased. The 
decreasing trend is even more evident on the revenue side than it is on the expenditure side. 

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:515/97;Nr:515;Year:97&comp=
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2.2.1. Revenue: Quality of information and control strategies 

On the revenue side, it is not clear whether the trend is due to a shift towards detecting 
irregular cases or to the way in which Member States classify cases. Other possible reasons 
could include: the new fraud prevention measures implemented in Member States to identify 
vulnerabilities; the possibility of Member States pursuing financial interests without further 
investigation of the potential criminal offence; the possibility that Member States’ controls 
strategies may need to include more dynamic factors to better adapt to the changing 
environment.  

Recommendation 5: 
In view of the decreasing number of fraud cases reported, the Commission recommends 
that Member States review their control strategies to ensure that well-targeted, risk-
based customs controls are in place to make it possible to effectively detect fraudulent 
import operations. 

Regarding Member States' customs control strategies, nine Member States9 improved, or are 
in the process of updating, the information systems used in the customs domain, in order to 
combat the occurrence of irregularities or fraud in this area.  

Furthermore, four Member States 10developed and implemented a strategic control plan in the 
last year in the customs field, while Denmark and Germany are in the process of developing 
such strategies. Finland's Analysis and Intelligence/Fiscal Risk Management is reviewing its 
strategy, which will include OWNRES reporting. 

Recommendation 6: 

 
Member States should step up work to ensure timely reporting on and updating of fraud 
and irregularity cases. To ensure effective monitoring and follow-up, reliable 
information on fraud and irregularity cases should be entered in OWNRES. 

In this regard, several11 Member States reported that they believe their quality and timeliness 
of reporting in OWNRES is sufficient and no new measures are necessary.  

However, six Member States12 introduced, or are in the process of introducing, new specific 
guidelines, instructions or training on the reporting in OWNRES for those staff members who 
use the system.  

Furthermore, eight Member States13 developed, or are in the process of developing improved 
internal rules and processes which will help to ensure that the data in OWNRES is accurate, 
reliable and up-to-date.   

                                                 
9  Belgium, Bulgaria, Estonia, Greece, Spain, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Sweden 
10  Croatia, Romania, Slovenia, UK 
11  Czech Republic, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Poland 
12  Denmark, Estonia, Greece, France, Cyprus, Latvia 
13  Belgium, Czech Republic, Cyprus, Hungary, Latvia, Malta, Slovakia, Sweden  
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2.2.2. Expenditure: a developing landscape 
On the expenditure side, the changes in the number of fraudulent irregularities reported in the 
last five years are more difficult to interpret (decreasing over 2009-2011, and then increasing 
in the following two years). However, it appears to be linked to the fact that most spending 
programmes are multi-annual (structural and rural development funds and pre-accession 
assistance).  

An unexpected change was observed in 2013 in the agriculture sector, with significantly more 
cases of potential fraud detected and reported. However, this could be the result of ad hoc 
investigations, and might not be continued in years to come. 

The role of managing authorities in fraud detection has grown, in particular since 2012. Their 
role should grow further in the coming years, thanks to the recently developed anti-fraud 
strategies that will be implemented fully throughout 2014-2020. 

Recommendation 7: 
The Commission recommends that Member States correctly implement the EU’s anti-
fraud rules, based on carefully prepared and up-to-date fraud risk assessments, and 
supported by adequate IT tools that will help to better target checks. 
Structured coordination (exchange of data and information) between anti-fraud bodies 
and managing authorities has proved to be a best practice and should be implemented in 
all Member States. 

Regarding structured co-ordination, several Member States described the interaction between 
the relevant managing authorities and anti-fraud bodies in detail. In this regard; nine Member 
States14 noted the collaboration that takes place between relevant the managing authority and 
anti-fraud bodies within the framework of their national AFCOS.  

Regarding the IT tools currently in use in the Member States, seven Member States15 
described the I.T tools that they are currently in the process of developing, while other 
Member States noted16 that they are exploring the possibility of introducing the ARANCHE 
risk management tool. The Italian AFCOS is developing a specific IT tool, the Anti-Fraud 
Information System (SIAF) in order to help to prevent fraud against the EU's financial 
interests. The development is co-funded by OLAF under the Hercule II program. 

Belgium requested that the Belgian AFCOS be given access to IMS. 

Fraud detection practices vary greatly between Member States, and the Commission remains 
concerned with the low number of potentially fraudulent irregularities reported by some 
countries. The Commission will continue its work to raise fraud-awareness and to provide 
guidelines to improve the convergence of national systems, in order to protect the EU’s 
financial interests against fraud more efficiently. 

Recommendation 8 
As some Member States report very low numbers of fraudulent irregularities, the 
Commission recommends strengthening their work on detecting and/or reporting fraud: 

                                                 
14  Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, Croatia, Italy, Cyprus, Latvia, Malta, Slovakia 
15  Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Greece, Italy, Hungary, Slovakia, Finland 
16  Bulgaria, Spain, Croatia, Cyprus, Netherlands, Slovenia 
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- in the area of cohesion policy: France, Spain, Ireland, Hungary, Denmark and 
the Netherlands; 
- in the area of agriculture: Lithuania, the Netherlands, Portugal and Finland. 

Denmark, Ireland, Luxembourg and the Netherlands noted that the low level of fraudulent 
activities reflects the low level of fraud that actually takes place. Denmark also stated that the 
low level of fraud reflects the preventive measures taken nationally against fraudulent 
activity. 
  
Regarding the remaining Member States explicitly mentioned in the recommendation in the 
area of cohesion policy: 

 France set up a 'preventing and combating fraud' working group as part of the European 
programme, bringing together coordinating ministries, managing authorities, inspection 
bodies and the Association of French Regions.  

 Hungary passed the new Government Decree No 272; this legal instrument will enhance 
the legal basis for the detection of fraud affecting the budgets of Hungary and the EU. 

 

As regards the remaining Member States explicitly mentioned in the recommendation in the 
area of agriculture:  

 Lithuania organised seminars, training and traineeships related to fraud prevention 
measures, the assessment of fraud risk and the investigation, identification and the 
elimination of infringements. 

 The Portuguese Agriculture and Fisheries Financing Institute decided to review, 
amend and broaden the anti-fraud procedures in place. Portugal also drafted legislation 
regarding risk analysis, and the existing provisions on the procedure applicable in 
cases of complaints or suspicions of intentional non-compliance were reviewed and 
amended. Action was also taken to raise awareness via seminars.  

 Finland evaluated the reporting process and guidelines to ensure the detection and 
reporting of fraud. 
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 o
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 c
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r o
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 c
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at
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s b
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l D
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 o
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l D
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ra
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 c
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 d
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 c
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ra
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at
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C
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at
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 c
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 d
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 c
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 c
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 c
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ep

or
tin

g 
is

 m
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 d
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 d
es

ig
na

te
d 

as
 I

re
la

nd
’s

 A
nt

i 
– 

Fr
au

d 
C

oo
rd

in
at

io
n 

Se
rv

ic
e 

(A
FC

O
S)

. 
O

LA
F 

w
as

 
in

fo
rm

ed
 o

f t
hi

s d
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r o
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C
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 o
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is

hi
ng

 a
n 

ob
se

rv
at

or
y 

fo
r 

de
m

en
tia

, i
m

pr
ov

in
g 

pe
rin

at
al

 c
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 p
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ra
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 o
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 o
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 C
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ra
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 o
f p
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ra
ph

 M
, L

aw
 4

15
2/

20
13

 (G
ov

er
nm

en
t G

az
et

te
, S

er
ie

s I
, N

o.
 1

07
), 

as
 in

 fo
rc

e,
  

‘T
he

 N
at

io
na

l C
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 d
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 c
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 o
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 c
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) c
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f p
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at
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C
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t c
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at
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l C
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 o
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http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:833/2013;Nr:833;Year:2013&comp=


 

14
 

 

of
 A

rt
ic

le
 4

(3
) o

f R
eg

ul
at

io
n 

(E
U

, E
U

RA
TO

M
) N

o 
88

3/
20

13
 o

f t
he

 E
ur

op
ea

n 
Pa

rl
ia

m
en

t a
nd

 o
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 o
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ra
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 p
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th

e 
G

en
er

al
 S

ta
te

 A
ud

it 
B

od
y 

(I
nt

er
ve

nc
ió

n 
G

en
er

al
 d

e 
la

 A
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 d
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f p

ar
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ro
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O
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el
op
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nd
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en

t n
at

io
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 p
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m

ot
e 
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e 

ne
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e 
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m
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 p
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te
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an
 

U
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en

tif
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ib
le
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te
m

s f
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an
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ro
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an
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 c
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at
io

n 
on

 ir
re

gu
la

rit
ie

s 
an

d 
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l b
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 p
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m
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d.
 

A
s 

su
ch

, t
he

se
 ta

sk
s 

ar
e 

ad
m

in
is

tra
tiv

e 
in

 n
at

ur
e,

 p
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l C
on

ta
ct

 
Po

in
t f

or
 O

LA
F 

to
 c
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at
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 d
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 c
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 b
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 p
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 b
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 b
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ro
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e 
pr

op
os

al
 th

at
 h

as
 b
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 b
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 d
e 

la
 A

dm
in

is
tra

ci
ón

 d
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http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=COM&code2=&gruppen=Code:COM;Year:2014;Nr:38&comp=38%7C2014%7CCOM
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=RIL&code2=&gruppen=Link:%202014/23;Year2:2014;Nr2:23&comp=
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=RIL&code2=&gruppen=Link:%202014/24;Year2:2014;Nr2:24&comp=
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=RIL&code2=&gruppen=Link:%202014/25;Year2:2014;Nr2:25&comp=
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nc

e 
of

 fr
au

d 
an

d 
co

rr
up

tio
n;

 

o 
or

ga
ni

si
ng

 m
an

da
to

ry
 tr

ai
ni

ng
s 

fo
r b

en
ef

ic
ia

rie
s 

an
d 

st
af

f w
or

ki
ng

 in
 th

e 
ar

ea
 o

f d
ev

el
op

m
en

t p
ol

ic
y 

in
 o

rd
er

 to
 in

cr
ea

se
 a

nt
i-f

ra
ud

 a
nd

 
an

ti-
co

rr
up

tio
n 

aw
ar

en
es

s;
 

o 
fa

ci
lit

at
in

g 
th

e 
in

te
gr

ity
 o

f t
he

 in
st

itu
tio

na
l s

ys
te

m
 a

nd
 st

re
ng

th
en

in
g 

its
 p

er
so

na
l a

nd
 o

rg
an

is
at

io
na

l i
nt

eg
rit

y.
 

3.
 

In
 th

e 
pr

og
ra

m
m

in
g 

pe
rio

d 
of

 2
01

4 
to

 2
02

0,
 it

 a
gr

ee
d 

to
 c

ar
ry

 o
ut

 th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
in

 o
rd

er
 to

 p
re

ve
nt

 c
or

ru
pt

io
n,

 to
 ta

ke
 a

nt
i-c

or
ru

pt
io

n 
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ac
tio

n 
an

d 
to

 in
cr

ea
se

 th
e 

ef
fic

ie
nc

y 
of

 in
te

gr
ity

: 

o 
de

vi
si

ng
 a

nd
 e

ff
ic

ie
nt

ly
 o

pe
ra

tin
g 

an
 in

te
gr

ity
 m

an
ag

em
en

t s
ys

te
m

; 

o 
es

ta
bl

is
hi

ng
 e

ff
ic

ie
nt

 c
oo

pe
ra

tio
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

st
ak

eh
ol

de
rs

 o
f 

th
e 

in
st

itu
tio

na
l 

sy
st

em
 e

ns
ur

in
g 

th
e 

us
e 

of
 a

id
 p

ro
vi

de
d 

by
 c

er
ta

in
 

Eu
ro

pe
an

 U
ni

on
 fu

nd
s a

nd
 th

e 
in

ve
st

ig
at

in
g 

au
th

or
iti

es
, 

o 
as

se
ss

in
g 

th
e 

co
rr

up
tio

n 
an

d 
in

te
gr

ity
 ri

sk
s 

re
la

tin
g 

to
 th

e 
op

er
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
in

st
itu

tio
na

l s
ys

te
m

 fo
r a

id
 m

an
ag

em
en

t, 
de

vi
si

ng
 a

n 
ac

tio
n 

pl
an

 fo
r t

he
ir 

m
an

ag
em

en
t a

nd
 p

re
pa

rin
g 

an
 in

te
gr

ity
 re

po
rt 

on
 it

s i
m

pl
em

en
ta

tio
n;

 

o 
de

vi
si

ng
 g

en
er

al
 p

ro
ce

du
re

s 
fo

r r
ec

ei
vi

ng
 a

nd
 in

ve
st

ig
at

in
g 

re
po

rts
 o

n 
ab

us
es

, i
rr

eg
ul

ar
iti

es
 a

nd
 in

te
gr

ity
 a

nd
 c

or
ru

pt
io

n 
ris

ks
 re

la
tin

g 
to

 
th

e 
op

er
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
Pr

im
e 

M
in

is
te

r’
s 

O
ff

ic
e 

an
d 

th
e 

in
st

itu
tio

na
l s

ys
te

m
 f

or
 a

id
 m

an
ag

em
en

t; 
de

ve
lo

pi
ng

 a
n 

in
te

rn
al

 w
hi

st
le

-b
lo

w
in

g 
sy

st
em

 a
nd

 e
st

ab
lis

hi
ng

 a
 re

gu
la

to
ry

 b
ac

kg
ro

un
d 

fo
r t

he
 p

ro
te

ct
io

n 
of

 w
hi

st
le

-b
lo

w
er

s;
 

o 
or

ga
ni

si
ng

 tr
ai

ni
ng

s o
n 

th
e 

su
bj

ec
ts

 o
f i

nt
eg

rit
y,

 o
cc

up
at

io
na

l e
th

ic
s a

nd
 a

nt
i-c

or
ru

pt
io

n 
ac

tiv
iti

es
. 

M
ea

su
re

s t
ak

en
 in

 2
01

4:
 

I. 
L

eg
al

 fr
am

ew
or

k:
 

In
 t

he
 p

ro
gr

am
m

in
g 

pe
rio

d 
of

 2
01

4 
to

 2
02

0,
 G

ov
er

nm
en

t 
D

ec
re

e 
N

o 
27

2 
of

 5
 N

ov
em

be
r 2

01
4 

on
 p

ro
ce

du
re

s 
fo

r 
us

in
g 

ai
d 

fr
om

 c
er

ta
in

 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 U

ni
on

 fu
nd

s 
(‘

G
ov

er
nm

en
t D

ec
re

e 
N

o 
27

2 
of

 5
 N

ov
em

be
r 2

01
4’

) e
st

ab
lis

he
d 

th
e 

re
gu

la
to

ry
 b

ac
kg

ro
un

d 
re

qu
ire

d 
fo

r t
he

 in
tro

du
ct

io
n 

an
d 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n 

of
 a

nt
i -f

ra
ud

 m
ea

su
re

s, 
sp

ec
ify

in
g 

th
e 

ta
sk

s o
f t

he
 st

ak
eh

ol
de

rs
 o

f t
he

 in
di

vi
du

al
 in

st
itu

tio
ns

 fo
r a

id
 p

ol
ic

y,
 a

s f
ol

lo
w

s:
 

Th
e 

he
ad

 o
f t

he
 m

an
ag

em
en

t a
ut

ho
rit

y 
is

 re
sp

on
si

bl
e 

fo
r t

he
 im

pl
em

en
ta

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
an

ti-
fr

au
d 

po
lic

y 
sp

ec
ifi

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
M

in
is

te
r r

es
po

ns
ib

le
 fo

r 
th

e 
us

e 
of

 E
ur

op
ea

n 
U

ni
on

 fu
nd

s, 
th

us
 it

 p
ar

tic
ip

at
es

 in
 th

e 
pr

ev
en

tio
n,

 id
en

tif
ic

at
io

n 
an

d 
re

po
rti

ng
 o

f f
ra

ud
, t

he
 e

nf
or

ce
m

en
t o

f t
he

 re
pa

ym
en

t 
an

d 
sa

nc
tio

ni
ng

 o
f a

m
ou

nt
s p

ai
d 

w
ith

ou
t a

ut
ho

ris
at

io
n 

an
d 

po
ss

ib
le

 d
ef

au
lt 

in
te

re
st

. A
s p

ar
t o

f t
hi

s, 
it:

 

 
pr

oc
ee

ds
 in

 a
cc

or
da

nc
e 

w
ith

 th
e 

pr
oc

ed
ur

es
 a

nd
 m

et
ho

do
lo

gi
es

 s
pe

ci
fie

d 
by

 th
e 

M
in

is
try

 le
d 

by
 th

e 
M

in
is

te
r r

es
po

ns
ib

le
 fo

r t
he

 u
se

 
of

 E
ur

op
ea

n 
U

ni
on

 fu
nd

s w
ith

in
 th

e 
fr

am
ew

or
k 

of
 th

e 
an

ti-
fr

au
d 

po
lic

y;
 

 
co

op
er

at
es

 i
n 

de
vi

si
ng

 m
et

ho
do

lo
gi

es
 f

or
 f

ra
ud

 r
is

k 
an

al
ys

is
, 

ca
rr

ie
s 

ou
t 

fr
au

d 
ris

k 
as

se
ss

m
en

t s
 a

cc
or

di
ng

 t
o 

th
e 

m
et

ho
do

lo
gy

 
sp

ec
ifi

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
M

in
is

te
r 

re
sp

on
si

bl
e 

fo
r 

th
e 

us
e 

of
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

U
ni

on
 fu

nd
s, 

an
d 

us
es

 th
e 

IT
 s

ys
te

m
 d

ev
el

op
ed

 fo
r s

up
po

rti
ng

 f
ra

ud
 

ris
k 

an
al

ys
es

; 
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si

m
ul

ta
ne

ou
sl

y 
w

ith
 fi

lin
g 

cr
im

in
al

 re
po

rts
 a

nd
 c

rim
in

al
 n

ot
ic

es
 re

la
tin

g 
to

 E
ur

op
ea

n 
U

ni
on

 a
id

, i
nf

or
m

s 
th

e 
M

in
is

te
r r

es
po

ns
ib

le
 fo

r 
th

e 
us

e 
of

 E
ur

op
ea

n 
U

ni
on

 fu
nd

s a
nd

 th
e 

au
di

t a
ut

ho
rit

y;
 

 
pa

rti
ci

pa
te

s i
n 

an
ti-

fr
au

d 
an

d 
an

ti-
co

rr
up

tio
n 

tra
in

in
gs

 o
rg

an
is

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
M

in
is

te
r r

es
po

ns
ib

le
 fo

r t
he

 u
se

 o
f E

ur
op

ea
n 

U
ni

on
 fu

nd
s. 

In
 a

dd
iti

on
 to

 th
e 

fo
re

go
in

g,
 in

 o
rd

er
 to

 p
re

ve
nt

 c
or

ru
pt

io
n,

 p
ur

su
an

t t
o 

th
e 

ne
w

 p
ro

vi
si

on
 o

f G
ov

er
nm

en
t D

ec
re

e 
N

o 
27

2 
of

 5
 N

ov
em

be
r 2

01
4,

 
an

 a
nt

i-c
or

ru
pt

io
n 

cl
au

se
 is

 a
dd

ed
 in

 th
e 

ca
se

 o
f 

al
l c

on
tra

ct
ua

l r
el

at
io

ns
 in

vo
lv

in
g 

ai
d,

 a
cc

or
di

ng
 to

 w
hi

ch
 th

e 
co

nt
ra

ct
in

g 
pa

rtn
er

 m
ay

 n
ot

 
ca

rr
y 

ou
t o

r p
er

m
it 

an
 a

ct
 o

r m
ay

 n
ot

 a
ut

ho
ris

e 
an

y 
th

ird
 p

ar
ty

 to
 p

er
fo

rm
 a

n 
ac

t t
ha

t r
es

ul
ts

 in
 th

e 
in

fr
in

ge
m

en
t o

f l
eg

is
la

tio
n 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 to

 th
e 

vi
rtu

e 
of

 p
ub

lic
 li

fe
 a

nd
 a

nt
i-c

or
ru

pt
io

n 
le

gi
sl

at
io

n.
 T

he
 c

on
tra

ct
in

g 
pa

rtn
er

 m
ay

 n
ot

 a
cc

ep
t a

nd
 m

ay
 n

ot
 o

ff
er

 o
r g

iv
e 

pr
es

en
ts

 o
r c

as
h 

or
 n

on
-

ca
sh

 b
en

ef
its

 to
 a

ny
 p

ro
ce

ed
in

g 
th

ird
-p

ar
ty

. 

II
. 

C
ap

ac
ity

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t o
f o

rg
an

is
at

io
ns

: 
Id

en
tif

ic
at

io
n 

of
 t

ho
se

 r
es

po
ns

ib
le

: 
Th

e 
fig

ht
 a

ga
in

st
 f

ra
ud

 h
as

 t
o 

be
 i

m
pl

em
en

te
d 

at
 a

ll 
le

ve
ls

 o
f 

th
e 

in
st

itu
tio

na
l 

sy
st

em
 f

or
 a

id
 p

ol
ic

y,
 

th
er

ef
or

e,
 p

ur
su

an
t t

o 
G

ov
er

nm
en

t D
ec

re
e 

N
o 

27
2 

of
 5

 N
ov

em
be

r 2
01

4,
 th

e 
M

in
is

try
 le

d 
by

 th
e 

M
in

is
te

r 
re

sp
on

si
bl

e 
fo

r 
th

e 
us

e 
of

 E
ur

op
ea

n 
U

ni
on

 f
un

ds
 a

nd
 th

e 
Pr

im
e 

M
in

is
te

r’
s 

O
ff

ic
e 

ac
t a

s 
co

or
di

na
tio

n 
or

ga
ni

sa
tio

ns
 in

 o
rd

er
 to

 in
tr o

du
ce

 a
nt

i-f
ra

ud
 m

ea
su

re
s 

an
d 

to
 d

ev
is

e 
th

ei
r 

ap
pl

ic
ab

ili
ty

, f
ur

th
er

m
or

e,
 o

n 
th

ei
r i

ni
tia

tiv
e,

 s
ta

ff
 w

ith
 s

pe
ci

al
 e

xp
er

tis
e 

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
ap

po
in

te
d 

at
 th

e 
or

ga
ni

sa
tio

ns
 o

f t
he

 in
st

itu
tio

na
l s

ys
te

m
 fo

r 
ai

d 
po

lic
y,

 w
ho

 a
re

 e
ng

ag
ed

 in
 a

nt
i-f

ra
ud

 a
ct

iv
iti

es
 a

nd
 w

ho
 a

re
 re

sp
on

si
bl

e 
fo

r l
ia

is
in

g 
w

ith
 th

e 
co

or
di

na
tio

n 
or

ga
ni

sa
tio

n.
 

IT
 s

ys
te

m
: I

n 
20

14
, t

he
 P

rim
e 

M
in

is
te

r’
s 

O
ff

ic
e 

in
di

ca
te

d 
its

 in
te

nt
 to

 in
tro

du
ce

 th
e 

A
R

A
C

H
N

E 
el

ec
tro

ni
c 

ris
k 

as
se

ss
m

en
t s

ys
te

m
 d

ev
el

op
ed

 
by

 th
e 

C
om

m
is

si
on

, o
n 

w
hi

ch
 c

on
su

lta
tio

ns
 h

av
e 

al
re

ad
y 

be
en

 st
ar

te
d 

w
ith

 th
e 

co
m

pe
te

nt
 D

ire
ct

or
at

e–
G

en
er

al
. 

Fr
au

d 
ri

sk
 a

na
ly

si
s:

 In
 2

01
4,

 a
 fr

au
d 

ris
k 

an
al

ys
is

 w
as

 st
ar

te
d 

in
 re

sp
ec

t o
f t

he
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

St
ru

ct
ur

al
 a

nd
 In

ve
st

m
en

t F
un

ds
 fo

r t
he

 p
ro

gr
am

m
in

g 
pe

rio
d 

of
 2

01
4 

to
 2

02
0,

 a
s p

ar
t o

f w
hi

ch
 a

 se
lf-

as
se

ss
m

en
t f

ra
ud

 ri
sk

 a
na

ly
si

s w
or

ki
ng

 g
ro

up
 w

as
 se

t u
p.

 

 

M
T

 
In

 a
cc

or
da

nc
e 

w
ith

 th
e 

pr
in

ci
pl

e 
of

 h
av

in
g 

‘th
e 

rig
ht

 to
ne

 fr
om

 th
e 

to
p’

 th
e 

to
p 

m
an

ag
em

en
t o

f 
th

e 
M

an
ag

in
g 

A
ut

ho
rit

y 
is

 c
om

m
itt

ed
 to

 z
er

o 
to

le
ra

nc
e 

to
 fr

au
d.

  

D
ur

in
g 

20
14

, 
th

e 
M

an
ag

in
g 

A
ut

ho
rit

y 
em

ba
rk

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
pr

ep
ar

at
or

y 
ph

as
e 

of
 a

do
pt

in
g 

A
R

A
C

H
N

E,
 a

 r
is

k-
ba

se
d 

an
al

yt
ic

al
 t

oo
l. 

Pr
oj

ec
t 

A
R

A
C

H
N

E 
on

 a
n 

EU
 le

ve
l, 

ai
m

s a
t e

st
ab

lis
hi

ng
 a

 c
om

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 a

nd
 c

om
pl

et
e 

da
ta

ba
se

 o
f p

ro
je

ct
s i

m
pl

em
en

te
d 

un
de

r t
he

 S
tru

ct
ur

al
 F

un
ds

 in
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Eu
ro

pe
 a

nd
 to

 e
nr

ic
h 

th
e 

da
ta

 w
ith

 p
ub

lic
ly

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
in

 o
rd

er
 to

 id
en

tif
y,

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
a 

se
t o

f r
is

k 
in

di
ca

to
rs

 th
e 

m
os

t r
is

ky
 p

ro
je

ct
s. 

 

Th
e 

M
an

ag
in

g 
A

ut
ho

rit
y 

ci
rc

ul
at

ed
 th

e 
tw

o 
pr

ac
tic

al
 w

or
ki

ng
 d

oc
um

en
ts

 is
su

ed
 b

y 
O

LA
F 

in
 2

01
3.

 T
he

se
 a

re
 ‘I

de
nt

ify
in

g 
co

nf
lic

ts
 o

f i
nt

er
es

t i
n 

pu
bl

ic
 p

ro
cu

re
m

en
t p

ro
ce

du
re

s 
fo

r s
tru

ct
ur

al
 a

ct
io

ns
’ a

nd
 ‘D

et
ec

tio
n 

of
 fo

rg
ed

 d
oc

um
en

ts
 in

 th
e 

fie
ld

 o
f s

tru
ct

ur
al

 a
ct

io
ns

’. 
In

 a
dd

iti
on

, i
n 

th
e 

M
an

ag
in

g 
A

ut
ho

rit
y’

s 
re

pl
y 

to
 t

he
 C

om
m

is
si

on
 t

o 
th

e 
pr

e-
in

te
rr

up
tio

n 
le

tte
r 

da
te

d 
1 

A
pr

il 
20

14
, 

th
e 

pr
in

ci
pl

es
 c

on
ta

in
ed

 w
ith

in
 t

he
 s

am
e 

do
cu

m
en

t w
er

e 
ke

pt
 in

 m
in

d.
  

Th
e 

M
an

ag
in

g 
A

ut
ho

rit
y 

up
da

te
s 

its
 v

er
ifi

ca
tio

n 
ch

ec
kl

is
ts

 o
n 

a 
re

gu
la

r b
as

is
 e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 w
he

n 
it 

en
co

un
te

rs
 c

as
es

 w
he

re
 im

pr
ov

em
en

ts
 c

an
 b

e 
at

ta
in

ed
 in

 th
e 

im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
pr

oc
es

s 
of

 p
ro

je
ct

s;
 th

is
 is

 a
ls

o 
do

ne
 to

 c
on

tin
ue

 to
 p

re
ve

nt
 p

os
si

bl
e 

irr
eg

ul
ar

iti
es

. F
ur

th
er

m
or

e,
 th

e 
M

an
ua

l o
f 

Pr
oc

ed
ur

es
 p

re
pa

re
d 

by
 th

e 
M

an
ag

in
g 

A
ut

ho
rit

y,
 n

ow
 in

cl
ud

es
 a

 sp
ec

ifi
c 

se
ct

io
n 

on
 F

ra
ud

, b
ot

h 
pr

ev
en

tiv
e 

an
d 

de
te

ct
io

n 
ac

tio
ns

. 

To
 c

on
cl

ud
e,

 d
ur

in
g 

tra
in

in
g 

or
ga

ni
ze

d 
by

 th
e 

M
an

ag
in

g 
A

ut
ho

rit
y 

fo
r 

in
te

rn
al

 s
ta

ff
 a

nd
 r

el
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 t

he
 D

ire
ct

iv
e 

on
 t

he
 f

ig
ht

 a
ga

in
st

 f
ra

ud
 b

y 
m

ea
ns

 o
f 

cr
im

in
al

 l
aw

 a
nd

 R
eg

ul
at

io
n 

to
 s

et
 u

p 
th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 P

ub
lic

 
Pr

os
ec

ut
or

’s
 O

ff
ic

e.
 F

ur
th

er
m

or
e,

 in
 c

oo
rd

in
at

io
n 

w
ith

 o
th

er
 re

le
va

nt
 b

od
ie

s, 
re

pr
es

en
ta

tiv
es

 o
f t

he
 M

in
is

try
 o

f J
us

tic
e 

cr
ea

te
 o

ff
ic

ia
l p

os
iti

on
s 

re
ga

rd
in

g 
th

e 
do

cu
m

en
ts

 c
on

ce
rn

ed
 w

hi
ch

 a
re

 p
re

se
nt

ed
 a

t t
he

 m
ee

tin
gs

 o
f t

he
 W

or
ki

ng
 G

ro
up

 fo
r t

he
 C

rim
in

al
 L

aw
 (E

 1
5)

.  

M
or

eo
ve

r, 
th

e 
C

rim
in

al
 C

od
e 

of
 th

e 
R

ep
ub

lic
 o

f C
ro

at
ia

 (O
ff

ic
ia

l G
az

et
te

 1
25

/1
1,

 1
44

/1
2)

 is
 a

lig
ne

d 
w

ith
 th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 le

gi
sl

at
io

n 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
in

tro
du

ct
io

n 
of

 A
rt

ic
le

 2
58

 p
ar

ag
ra

ph
 5

 o
f t

he
 C

rim
in

al
 C

od
e.

   

N
am

el
y,

 t
he

 C
rim

in
al

 C
od

e 
(O

J 
12

5/
11

, 
14

4/
12

) 
de

fin
es

 t
he

 c
rim

in
al

 o
ff

en
ce

 o
f 

SU
B

SI
D

Y
 F

R
A

U
D

 i
n 

A
rti

cl
e 

25
8 

an
d 

se
ts

 s
an

ct
io

ns
. 

Th
er

ef
or

e,
 A

rti
cl

e  
25

8 
la

ys
 d

ow
n:

  

(1
) 

W
ho

ev
er

, w
ith

 th
e 

ai
m

 th
at

 h
e/

sh
e 

or
 a

no
th

er
 p

er
so

n 
re

ce
iv

e 
a 

st
at

e 
su

bs
id

y,
 p

ro
vi

de
s 

a 
st

at
e 

su
bs

id
y 

pr
ov

id
er

 w
ith

 fa
ls

e 
or

 in
co

m
pl

et
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

co
nc

er
ni

ng
 th

e 
fa

ct
s o

n 
w

hi
ch

 th
e 

de
ci

si
on

 o
n 

th
e 

gr
an

tin
g 

of
 a

 s
ta

te
 s

ub
si

dy
 d

ep
en

ds
, o

r 
fa

ils
 to

 in
fo

rm
 a

 s
ta

te
 su

bs
id

y 
pr

ov
id

er
 o

f 
ch

an
ge

s i
m

po
rt

an
t f

or
 m

ak
in

g 
th

e 
de

ci
si

on
 o

n 
th

e 
gr

an
tin

g 
of

 a
 st

at
e 

su
bs

id
y 

sh
al

l b
e 

pu
ni

sh
ed

 b
y 

im
pr

is
on

m
en

t f
ro

m
 si

x 
m

on
th

s t
o 

fiv
e 

ye
ar

s. 
 

(2
) T

he
 s

am
e 

pu
ni

sh
m

en
t a

s 
re

fe
rr

ed
 to

 in
 p

ar
ag

ra
ph

 1
 o

f t
hi

s 
Ar

tic
le

 s
ha

ll 
be

 in
fli

ct
ed

 o
n 

w
ho

ev
er

 u
se

s 
th

e 
gr

an
te

d 
st

at
e 

su
bs

id
y 

fu
nd

s 
in

 a
 

m
an

ne
r c

on
tr

ar
y 

to
 th

ei
r i

nt
en

de
d 

us
e.

  

(3
) I

f, 
in

 th
e 

ca
se

 re
fe

rr
ed

 to
 in

 p
ar

ag
ra

ph
 1

 o
f t

hi
s A

rt
ic

le
, t

he
 p

er
pe

tr
at

or
 a

ct
s w

ith
 th

e 
ai

m
 o

f r
ec

ei
vi

ng
 a

 si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 a

m
ou

nt
 o

f s
ta

te
 su

bs
id

ie
s 

or
 i

f, 
in

 t
he

 c
as

e 
re

fe
rr

ed
 t

o 
in

 p
ar

ag
ra

ph
 2

 o
f 

th
is

 A
rt

ic
le

, 
he

/s
he

 u
se

s 
a 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 a

m
ou

nt
 o

f 
st

at
e 

su
bs

id
ie

s, 
sh

al
l 

be
 p

un
is

he
d 

by
 

im
pr

is
on

m
en

t f
ro

m
 o

ne
 to

 te
n 

ye
ar

s. 
 

(4
) W

ho
ev

er
 in

 c
as

es
 r

ef
er

re
d 

to
 in

 p
ar

ag
ra

ph
 1

 o
f t

hi
s 

Ar
tic

le
 v

ol
un

ta
ri

ly
 p

re
ve

nt
s 

m
ak

in
g 

of
 th

e 
de

ci
si

on
 o

n 
th

e 
gr

an
tin

g 
of

 a
 s

ta
te

 s
ub

si
dy

, 

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:125/11;Nr:125;Year:11&comp=125%7C2011%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:144/12;Nr:144;Year:12&comp=144%7C2012%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:125/11;Nr:125;Year:11&comp=125%7C2011%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:144/12;Nr:144;Year:12&comp=144%7C2012%7C
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m
ay

 h
av

e 
hi

s/
he

r p
un

is
hm

en
t r

em
itt

ed
. 

(5
) S

ta
te

 su
bs

id
ie

s w
ith

in
 th

e 
m

ea
ni

ng
 o

f t
hi

s A
rt

ic
le

 sh
al

l b
e 

eq
ua

te
d 

w
ith

 su
bs

id
ie

s a
nd

 a
id

 g
ra

nt
ed

 fr
om

 E
ur

op
ea

n 
U

ni
on

 fu
nd

s. 
A

s 
re

ga
rd

s 
th

e 
am

en
dm

en
t o

f t
he

 R
eg

ul
at

io
n 

(E
C

) N
o 

51
5/

97
, C

ro
at

ia
n 

C
us

to
m

s 
A

dm
in

is
tra

tio
n 

w
as

 a
ct

iv
el

y 
in

vo
lv

ed
 th

ru
 it

s 
re

pr
es

en
ta

tiv
es

 
w

ith
in

 C
us

to
m

s 
U

ni
on

 G
ro

up
 (

C
U

G
) 

in
 th

e 
dr

af
tin

g 
of

 n
ew

 R
eg

ul
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 P

ar
lia

m
en

t a
nd

 o
f 

th
e 

C
ou

nc
il 

am
en

di
ng

 R
eg

ul
at

io
n 

(E
C

) N
o 

51
5/

97
 o

f 1
3 

M
ar

ch
 1

99
7 

on
 m

ut
ua

l a
ss

is
ta

nc
e 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

ad
m

in
is

tra
tiv

e 
au

th
or

iti
es

 o
f t

he
 M

em
be

r S
ta

te
s 

an
d 

co
op

er
at

io
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

la
tte

r a
nd

 th
e 

C
om

m
is

si
on

 to
 e

ns
ur

e 
th

e 
co

rr
ec

t a
pp

lic
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
la

w
 o

n 
cu

st
om

s a
nd

 a
gr

ic
ul

tu
ra

l m
at

te
rs

.  
 

It 
is

 s
tro

ng
ly

 b
el

ie
ve

d 
th

at
 n

ew
 le

gi
sl

at
iv

e 
ac

t w
ill

 b
rin

g 
m

or
e 

po
ss

ib
ili

tie
s 

fo
r 

st
ro

ng
er

 f
ra

ud
 p

re
ve

nt
io

n 
an

d 
de

te
ct

io
n 

of
 ir

re
gu

la
rit

ie
s 

w
hi

le
 

ha
vi

ng
 st

ro
ng

 e
ff

ec
t o

n 
re

ve
nu

e.
 

 

IT
 

Th
e 

Eu
ro

pe
an

 C
om

m
is

si
on

 p
re

se
nt

ed
 th

e 
pr

op
os

al
 fo

r a
m

en
dm

en
ts

 to
 R

eg
ul

at
io

n 
(E

C
) N

o 
51

5/
97

 a
t t

he
 m

ee
tin

g 
of

 th
e 

C
ou

nc
il'

s W
or

ki
ng

 P
ar

ty
 

on
 C

us
to

m
s U

ni
on

 o
f 1

6 
D

ec
em

be
r 2

01
3,

 w
hi

ch
 I 

at
te

nd
ed

.  
A

t t
hi

s t
im

e,
 th

e 
A

ge
nc

y 
pr

ov
id

ed
 th

e 
Ita

lia
n 

Pa
rli

am
en

t, 
vi

a 
th

e 
A

ss
es

sm
en

t U
ni

t, 
w

ith
 re

le
va

nt
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
on

 th
e 

pr
op

os
al

, i
n 

ac
co

rd
an

ce
 w

ith
 

A
rti

cl
e 

6(
4)

 o
f L

aw
 N

o 
23

4 
of

 2
4 

D
ec

em
be

r 2
01

2.
 

D
ur

in
g 

th
e 

fir
st

 h
al

f 
of

 2
01

4,
 t

he
 G

re
ek

 P
re

si
de

nc
y 

de
di

ca
te

d 
m

an
y 

m
ee

tin
gs

 t
o 

di
sc

us
si

on
 o

f 
th

is
 p

ro
po

sa
l. 

H
ow

ev
er

, i
t 

fa
ile

d 
to

 o
bt

ai
n 

a 
su

ff
ic

ie
nt

 c
on

se
ns

us
 o

n 
th

e 
co

m
pr

om
is

e 
te

xt
, p

rin
ci

pa
lly

 b
ec

au
se

 o
f 

st
ro

ng
 o

pp
os

iti
on

 f
ro

m
 G

er
m

an
y,

 th
e 

U
K

 a
nd

 th
e 

N
et

he
rla

nd
s. 

Th
e 

m
ai

n 
ob

je
ct

io
ns

 c
on

ce
rn

ed
 th

e 
ad

di
tio

na
l c

os
ts

 th
at

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
in

vo
lv

ed
 in

 c
re

at
in

g 
th

e 
ne

w
 c

om
pu

te
ris

ed
 re

gi
st

er
s, 

th
e 

la
ck

 o
f a

de
qu

at
e 

pr
ot

ec
tio

n 
of

 
se

ns
iti

ve
 c

om
m

er
ci

al
 d

at
a 

an
d 

th
e 

ad
di

tio
na

l r
ep

or
tin

g 
re

qu
ire

m
en

ts
 fo

r e
co

no
m

ic
 o

pe
ra

to
rs

.  
A

t t
he

 ti
m

e 
th

e 
Ita

lia
n 

de
le

ga
tio

n 
es

se
nt

ia
lly

 su
pp

or
te

d 
th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
's 

pr
op

os
al

, s
in

ce
 it

 a
pp

ro
ve

d 
of

 it
s o

bj
ec

tiv
es

.  
Th

e 
pr

op
os

al
 fo

r a
m

en
dm

en
ts

 to
 R

eg
ul

at
io

n 
(E

C
) N

o 
51

5/
19

97
 th

us
 b

ec
am

e 
pa

rt 
of

 th
e 

le
gi

sl
at

iv
e 

pr
og

ra
m

m
e 

fo
r t

he
 It

al
ia

n 
Pr

es
id

en
cy

 o
f t

he
 

EU
 C

ou
nc

il 
st

ar
tin

g 
on

 1
 Ju

ly
 2

01
4.

  
O

ne
 o

f 
th

e 
ta

sk
s 

of
 t

he
 I

ta
lia

n 
Pr

es
id

en
cy

 w
as

 t
he

re
fo

re
 t

o 
dr

af
t 

a 
co

m
pr

om
is

e 
te

xt
 t

ha
t 

co
ul

d 
ac

hi
ev

e 
a 

br
oa

de
r 

co
ns

en
su

s 
am

on
g 

th
e 

de
le

ga
tio

ns
 t

o 
th

e 
C

ou
nc

il 
W

or
ki

ng
 P

ar
ty

. D
ur

in
g 

its
 P

re
si

de
nc

y 
(1

 J
ul

y 
to

 3
1 

D
ec

em
be

r 
20

14
), 

Ita
ly

 w
or

ke
d 

in
te

ns
iv

el
y 

on
 t

hi
s 

ne
w

 te
xt

; 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

th
e 

fin
al

 d
is

cu
ss

io
n 

of
 t

he
 p

ro
po

se
d 

pr
ov

is
io

ns
 a

t 
th

e 
W

or
ki

ng
 P

ar
ty

's 
m

ee
tin

g 
of

 1
8 

Ju
ly

 2
01

4,
 a

nd
 t

ha
nk

s 
to

 O
LA

F'
s 

te
ch

ni
ca

l 
as

si
st

an
ce

, i
t 

w
as

 p
os

si
bl

e 
to

 r
el

ea
se

 t
he

 f
in

al
 t

ex
t 

to
 t

he
 W

or
ki

ng
 P

ar
ty

 o
n 

C
us

to
m

s 
U

ni
on

 a
nd

 t
o 

re
qu

es
t 

a 
m

an
da

te
 f

ro
m

 C
O

R
EP

ER
 f

or
 

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:515/97;Nr:515;Year:97&comp=
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:515/97;Nr:515;Year:97&comp=
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:515/97;Nr:515;Year:97&comp=
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=RAG&code2=R-1595&gruppen=&comp=
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=RAG&code2=R-1595&gruppen=&comp=
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:515/1997;Nr:515;Year:1997&comp=
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=RAG&code2=R-1595&gruppen=&comp=
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di
sc

us
si

on
 w

ith
 th

e 
Pa

rli
am

en
t a

nd
 th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 (t

ril
og

ue
). 

 
O

n 
24

 S
ep

te
m

be
r 2

01
4,

 S
an

dr
o 

G
oz

i, 
un

de
r-

se
cr

et
ar

y 
fo

r E
ur

op
ea

n 
po

lic
ie

s 
an

d 
af

fa
irs

 a
t t

he
 P

re
si

de
nc

y,
 re

po
rte

d 
to

 th
e 

Eu
ro

pe
an

 P
ar

lia
m

en
t, 

IM
C

O
 C

om
m

itt
ee

, a
bo

ut
 th

e 
cu

st
om

s a
sp

ec
ts

 o
f t

he
 te

xt
 a

nd
 th

e 
po

si
tiv

e 
ac

hi
ev

em
en

t r
eg

ar
di

ng
 th

e 
am

en
dm

en
ts

 to
 R

eg
ul

at
io

n 
(E

C
) N

o 
51

5/
97

. 
A

fte
r 

th
at

, f
ol

lo
w

in
g 

te
ch

ni
ca

l 
m

ee
tin

gs
, t

ril
og

ue
s 

w
er

e 
he

ld
 b

et
w

ee
n 

th
e 

Pr
es

id
en

cy
, t

he
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

Pa
rli

am
en

t 
an

d 
th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 o

n 
26

 
N

ov
em

be
r a

nd
 1

 D
ec

em
be

r 2
01

4.
 O

n 
19

 D
ec

em
be

r 2
01

4,
 C

O
R

EP
ER

 1
 c

on
fir

m
ed

 p
ol

iti
ca

l a
gr

ee
m

en
t o

n 
th

e 
ne

go
tia

tin
g 

pa
ck

ag
e 

in
 th

e 
fo

rm
 

re
su

lti
ng

 fr
om

 th
e 

th
ird

 a
nd

 la
st

 tr
ilo

gu
e 

of
 1

8 
D

ec
em

be
r, 

w
ith

 o
nl

y 
A

us
tri

a 
an

d 
G

er
m

an
y 

vo
tin

g 
ag

ai
ns

t t
he

 p
ac

ka
ge

 (S
pa

in
 a

bs
ta

in
ed

 a
nd

 th
e 

U
K

 e
nt

er
ed

 a
 p

ar
lia

m
en

ta
ry

 re
se

rv
at

io
n)

.  
Th

e 
ap

pr
ov

al
 b

y 
C

O
R

EP
ER

 w
as

 a
 si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 a
ch

ie
ve

m
en

t f
or

 th
e 

Ita
lia

n 
Pr

es
id

en
cy

, g
iv

en
 th

at
 th

e 
ag

re
em

en
t o

n 
am

en
dm

en
ts

 re
su

lte
d 

fr
om

 a
n 

aw
ar

en
es

s 
of

 th
e 

im
po

rta
nc

e 
of

 th
e 

m
ea

su
re

s 
to

 c
om

ba
t i

nf
rin

ge
m

en
ts

 o
f c

us
to

m
s 

la
w

 in
 o

rd
er

 to
 p

ro
te

ct
 th

e 
fin

an
ci

al
 in

te
re

st
s 

of
 th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 

U
ni

on
, w

hi
ch

 in
vo

lv
es

 d
ev

el
op

in
g 

cu
st

om
s c

oo
pe

ra
tio

n 
to

 c
om

ba
t s

uc
h 

in
fr

in
ge

m
en

ts
.  

Th
e 

re
su

lt 
w

as
 a

ls
o 

ac
hi

ev
ed

 in
 a

 re
la

tiv
el

y 
sh

or
t t

im
e,

 g
iv

en
 th

e 
co

m
pl

ex
ity

 o
f t

he
 le

gi
sl

at
iv

e 
fil

e.
  

Th
e 

ne
w

 R
eg

ul
at

io
n 

w
ill

 n
ow

 p
ro

ce
ed

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

le
gi

sl
at

iv
e 

pr
oc

es
s, 

w
ith

 a
do

pt
io

n 
af

te
r a
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at
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at
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 f
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w
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 p
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 p
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at
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, m
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 p
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l f
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 p
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 p
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 p
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 b
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r p
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 p
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t t
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l p
ar

lia
m

en
ts

 o
n 

th
e 

co
m

pl
ia

nc
e 

of
 th

e 
pr

op
os

al
 w

ith
 th

e 
pr

in
ci

pl
e 

of
 su

bs
id

ia
rit

y.
  F

ou
r d

ay
s o

f C
ou

nc
il 

w
or

ki
ng

 p
ar

ty
 m

ee
tin

gs
 o

n 
th

is
 p

ro
po

sa
l w

er
e 

pl
an

ne
d 

fo
r F

eb
ru

ar
y 

20
15

. 
(3

) 
Tr

ilo
gu

e 
ne

go
tia

tio
ns

 w
er

e 
co

m
pl

et
ed

 in
 D

ec
em

be
r 

20
14

 c
on

ce
rn

in
g 

th
e 

pr
op

os
al

 f
or

 a
 R

eg
ul

at
io

n 
of

 th
e 

Eu
ro

pe
an

 P
ar

lia
m

en
t a

nd
 o

f 
th

e 
C

ou
nc

il 
am

en
di

ng
 C

ou
nc

il 
R

eg
ul

at
io

n 
(E

C
) 

N
o 

51
5/

97
 o

f 
13

 M
ar

ch
 1

99
7 

on
 m

ut
ua

l a
ss

is
ta

nc
e 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

ad
m

in
is

tra
tiv

e 
au

th
or

iti
es

 o
f 

th
e 

M
em

be
r S

ta
te

s a
nd

 c
oo

pe
ra

tio
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

la
tte

r a
nd

 th
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t d
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at
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t o
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n 
(E

C
) N

o 
51

5/
97

: n
o 

pr
ep

ar
at

or
y 

ac
tio

n 
w

as
 ta

ke
n 

by
 M

al
ta

 in
 2

01
4.

 

N
L

 
Pe

nd
in

g 
th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 C

om
m

is
si

on
's 

an
d 

th
e 

M
em

be
r S

ta
te

s' 
fin

al
 d

ec
is

io
ns

, n
o 

pr
ep

ar
at

or
y 

m
ea

su
re

s h
av

e 
be

en
 ta

ke
n 

as
 y

et
 to

 im
pl

em
en

t t
he

se
 

in
st

ru
m

en
ts

. T
he

 in
fo

rm
al

 tr
ilo

gu
e 

on
 th

e 
PI

F 
D

ire
ct

iv
e,

 fo
r e

xa
m

pl
e,

 c
on

tin
ue

s a
nd

 n
eg

ot
ia

tio
ns

 o
n 

th
e 

EP
PO

 a
re

 a
ls

o 
st

ill
 o

ng
oi

ng
. I

n 
th

e 
la

tte
r 

ca
se

, t
he

 N
et

he
rla

nd
s 

ha
s 

ye
t t

o 
ad

op
t a

 p
os

iti
on

 o
n 

po
ss

ib
le

 p
ar

tic
ip

at
io

n.
 T

he
 s

am
e 

ap
pl

ie
s 

to
 th

e 
am

en
dm

en
t o

f R
eg

ul
at

io
n 

51
5/

97
. A

lth
ou

gh
 

th
e 

ne
go

tia
tio

ns
 a

re
 a

t a
n 

ad
va

nc
ed

 st
ag

e,
 a

 v
ot

e 
on

 th
e 

fin
al

 p
ro

po
sa

l i
s s

til
l r

eq
ui

re
d.

 

A
T

 
A

us
tri

an
 a

ns
w

er
: 

"A
s 

po
in

ts
 1

-8
 e

ith
er

 r
ef

er
 t

o 
sp

ec
ifi

c 
ot

he
r 

M
S 

or
 d

o 
no

t 
sp

ec
ifi

ca
lly

 m
en

tio
n 

A
us

tri
a,

 p
le

as
e 

do
 n

ot
 e

xp
ec

t 
an

y 
fu

rth
er

 
co

m
m

en
t o

n 
th

is
 d

oc
um

en
t."

 (A
re

s(
20

15
)5

53
82

9)
 

PL
 

Th
e 

co
m

pe
te

nt
 n

at
io

na
l a

ut
ho

rit
ie

s 
so

 f
ar

 h
av

e 
no

t t
ak

en
 a

ny
 p

re
pa

ra
to

ry
 le

gi
sl

at
iv

e 
ac

tio
n 

in
 r

el
at

io
n 

to
 th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
's 

pr
op

os
al

s,
 i.

e.
 th

e 
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dr
af

t P
IF

 d
ire

ct
iv

e 
an

d 
th

e 
dr

af
t r

eg
ul

at
io

n 
on

 e
st

ab
lis

hi
ng

 a
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

Pu
bl

ic
 P

ro
se

cu
to

r's
 O

ff
ic

e,
 a

ck
no

w
le

dg
in

g 
th

at
 s

uc
h 

ac
tio

ns
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

de
ci

de
dl

y 
pr

em
at

ur
e 

gi
ve

n 
th

e 
st

at
e 

of
 w

or
k 

on
 th

es
e 

dr
af

ts
. C

on
ce

rn
in

g 
le

gi
sl

at
iv

e 
w

or
k 

to
w

ar
ds

 a
m

en
di

ng
 r

eg
ul

at
io

n 
51

5/
97

, t
he

 C
us

to
m

s 
A

ut
ho

rit
y,

 a
s t

he
 c

om
pe

te
nt

 n
at

io
na

l s
tru

ct
ur

e,
 a

ct
iv

el
y 

pa
rti

ci
pa

te
s i

n 
w

or
k 

on
 th

e 
su

bj
ec

t i
n 

th
e 

re
le

va
nt

 c
om

m
itt

ee
 o

f t
he

 C
om

m
is

si
on

. 

PT
 

N
ot

hi
ng

 o
f s

ig
ni

fic
an

ce
 to

 re
po

rt.
 

R
O

 
R

eg
ar

di
ng

 th
e 

th
re

e 
le

gi
sl

at
iv

e 
pr

op
os

al
s, 

R
O

 p
ar

tic
ip

at
ed

 a
ct

iv
el

y 
an

d 
co

ns
tru

ct
iv

el
y 

in
 th

e 
ne

go
tia

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
in

st
ru

m
en

ts
 m

en
tio

ne
d 

in
 th

e 
re

qu
es

t a
nd

 o
ff

er
s a

 fu
ll 

po
lit

ic
al

 su
pp

or
t t

o 
th

e 
le

gi
sl

at
iv

e 
pr

op
os

al
s. 

D
ev

el
op

in
g/

dr
aw

in
g 

m
an

da
te

s i
n 

or
de

r t
o 

ne
go

tia
te

 th
os

e 
in

st
ru

m
en

ts
 a

re
 m

et
ho

ds
 o

f i
de

nt
ify

in
g 

so
lu

tio
ns

 to
 im

pl
em

en
t t

he
m

 a
nd

 p
re

pa
rin

g 
th

e 
fu

tu
re

 c
om

pa
tib

ili
ty

 w
ith

 d
om

es
tic

 le
gi

sl
at

io
n.

 
M

or
eo

ve
r, 

si
nc

e 
Fe

br
ua

ry
 2

01
4,

 n
ew

 d
ef

in
iti

on
s 

of
 o

ff
en

se
s 

an
d 

sa
nc

tio
ns

 o
f c

rim
in

al
 o

ff
en

se
s 

in
 p

ro
te

ct
io

n 
of

 E
U

 fi
na

nc
ia

l i
nt

er
es

ts
, e

nt
er

ed
 

in
to

 fo
rc

e.
 

SI
 

Fi
na

nc
ia

l A
dm

in
is

tra
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

R
ep

ub
lic

 o
f S

lo
ve

ni
a 

ac
tiv

el
y 

pa
rti

ci
pa

te
d 

in
 th

e 
pr

oc
es

s 
of

 a
m

en
di

ng
 o

f C
ou

nc
il 

re
gu

la
tio

n 
(E

C
) N

o.
 5

15
/9

7.
 

O
n 

th
e 

na
tio

na
l l

ev
el

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
no

 a
dd

iti
on

al
 sp

ec
ia

l m
ea

su
re

s f
or

es
ee

n.
 T

he
 re

gu
la

tio
n 

w
ill

 b
e 

im
pl

em
en

te
d 

di
re

ct
ly

.  

SK
 

(1
) 

Pr
op

os
al

 f
or

 a
 D

ire
ct

iv
e 

of
 th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 P

ar
lia

m
en

t a
nd

 o
f 

th
e 

C
ou

nc
il 

on
 th

e 
fig

ht
 a

ga
in

st
 f

ra
ud

 a
ff

ec
tin

g 
th

e 
fin

an
ci

al
 in

te
re

st
s 

of
 th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 U

ni
on

 b
y 

th
e 

m
ea

ns
 o

f c
rim

in
al

 la
w

 d
ef

in
es

 th
e 

co
nd

uc
t t

o 
be

 c
on

si
de

re
d 

as
 c

rim
in

al
 o

ff
en

ce
s 

in
 E

U
 M

em
be

r S
ta

te
s, 

th
us

 a
ch

ie
vi

ng
 

th
e 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
un

ity
 o

f 
la

w
s 

of
 E

U
 M

em
be

r 
St

at
es

 a
nd

 a
vo

id
in

g 
sp

ec
ul

at
iv

e 
be

ha
vi

ou
r 

by
 th

e 
pe

rp
et

ra
to

rs
 o

f 
th

es
e 

cr
im

es
 in

 o
rd

er
 to

 a
vo

id
 

cr
im

in
al

 p
ro

se
cu

tio
n 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

us
e 

of
 d

iff
er

en
ce

s 
in

 l
eg

al
 p

ro
te

ct
io

n 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
M

em
be

r 
St

at
es

 o
f 

th
e 

Eu
ro

pe
an

 U
ni

on
. 

In
 2

01
4,

 t
he

 
co

m
m

en
ts

 o
f t

he
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

Pa
rli

am
en

t o
n 

th
e 

ge
ne

ra
l a

pp
ro

ac
h 

re
ac

he
d 

in
 th

e 
C

ou
nc

il 
w

er
e 

di
sc

us
se

d 
in

 th
e 

tri
lo

gu
e:

 s
o 

fa
r, 

no
 c

on
se

ns
us

 h
as

 
be

en
 re

ac
he

d 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
C

ou
nc

il,
 C

O
M

 a
nd

 E
P.

 
(2

) T
he

 P
ro

po
sa

l f
or

 a
 R

eg
ul

at
io

n 
es

ta
bl

is
hi

ng
 th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 P

ub
lic

 P
ro

se
cu

to
r’

s 
O

ff
ic

e 
is

 c
ur

re
nt

ly
 th

e 
m

os
t i

m
po

rta
nt

 p
ro

po
sa

l i
n 

th
e 

fie
ld

 o
f 

cr
im

in
al

 la
w

. I
n 

ge
ne

ra
l, 

th
e 

Sl
ov

ak
 R

ep
ub

lic
 s

up
po

rts
 th

e 
ob

je
ct

iv
es

 o
f 

th
e 

pr
op

os
al

 o
n 

th
e 

es
ta

bl
is

hm
en

t o
f 

a 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 P

ub
lic

 P
ro

se
cu

to
r’

s 
O

ff
ic

e,
 in

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
 re

ga
rd

in
g 

m
or

e 
ef

fic
ie

nt
 a

nd
 e

ff
ec

tiv
e 

in
ve

st
ig

at
io

n 
an

d 
pr

os
ec

ut
io

n 
of

 c
rim

in
al

 o
ff

en
ce

s 
af

fe
ct

in
g 

th
e 

fin
an

ci
al

 in
te

re
st

s 
of

 
th

e 
EU

. S
in

ce
 th

e 
be

gi
nn

in
g 

of
 th

e 
ne

go
tia

tio
ns

 in
 D

ec
em

be
r 2

01
3,

 th
e 

dr
af

t R
eg

ul
at

io
n 

ha
s 

un
de

rg
on

e 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t, 
w

ith
 re

fe
re

nc
e 

to
 c

ha
ng

in
g 

th
e 

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
of

 p
ow

er
s, 

co
m

pe
te

nc
es

 a
nd

 th
e 

de
fin

iti
on

 o
f t

he
 c

om
pe

te
nc

es
 a

nd
 ta

sk
s 

of
 th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 P

ub
lic

 P
ro

se
cu

to
r's

 O
ff

ic
e.

 
Th

e 
de

ce
nt

ra
lis

ed
 s

tru
ct

ur
e 

of
 th

e 
EP

PO
, b

as
ed

 o
n 

th
e 

or
ig

in
al

 C
om

m
is

si
on

 p
ro

po
sa

l, 
w

as
 re

pl
ac

ed
 b

y 
a 

co
lle

gi
al

 m
od

el
 a

gr
ee

d 
by

 M
in

is
te

rs
 a

t 
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th
e 

M
ar

ch
 C

ou
nc

il 
of

 M
in

is
te

rs
 o

f J
us

tic
e 

an
d 

H
om

e 
A

ff
ai

rs
. T

he
 G

re
ek

 p
re

si
de

nc
y 

th
en

 s
ub

m
itt

ed
 th

e 
te

xt
 o

f t
he

 d
ra

ft 
R

eg
ul

at
io

n 
co

nt
ai

ni
ng

 
pr

ov
is

io
ns

 o
f A

rti
cl

es
 1

-1
9 

re
su

lti
ng

 fr
om

 th
e 

di
sc

us
si

on
s a

t t
ec

hn
ic

al
 le

ve
l a

nd
 in

co
rp

or
at

in
g 

th
e 

co
nc

lu
si

on
s o

f t
he

 la
st

 C
ou

nc
il 

of
 M

in
is

te
rs

 o
f 

Ju
st

ic
e 

an
d 

H
om

e 
A

ff
ai

rs
.  

Th
e 

Ita
lia

n 
pr

es
id

en
cy

 c
on

tin
ue

d 
th

is
 w

or
k,

 e
xp

an
di

ng
 i

t 
up

 t
o 

A
rti

cl
e 

33
. T

he
 d

oc
um

en
t 

w
as

 p
re

se
nt

ed
 a

t 
th

e 
D

ec
em

be
r 

C
ou

nc
il 

of
 M

in
is

te
rs

 o
f 

Ju
st

ic
e 

an
d 

H
om

e 
A

ff
ai

rs
, a

nd
 w

as
 w

el
co

m
ed

 a
s 

a 
ba

si
s 

fo
r 

fu
rth

er
 d

is
cu

ss
io

n.
 C

er
ta

in
 p

ro
vi

si
on

s 
ar

e 
a 

m
at

te
r o

f c
on

ce
rn

 fo
r t

he
 S

lo
va

k 
R

ep
ub

lic
, i

n 
pa

rti
cu

la
r a

nc
ill

ar
y 

co
m

pe
te

nc
e,

 d
et

er
m

in
at

io
n 

of
 ju

ris
di

ct
io

n,
 p

ro
ce

du
ra

l g
ua

ra
nt

ee
s 

an
d 

ju
di

ci
al

 
re

vi
ew

.  
   

(3
) 

Th
e 

Sl
ov

ak
 R

ep
ub

lic
 f

ul
ly

 s
up

po
rts

 th
e 

ad
op

tio
n 

of
 a

 p
ro

po
sa

l t
o 

am
en

d 
R

eg
ul

at
io

n 
(E

C
) 

N
o 

51
5/

97
 o

n 
m

ut
ua

l 
as

si
st

an
ce

 b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
ad

m
in

is
tra

tiv
e 

au
th

or
iti

es
 in

 c
us

to
m

s 
m

at
te

rs
, w

hi
ch

 a
fte

r 
ap

pr
ov

al
 w

ill
 b

ec
om

e 
bi

nd
in

g 
in

 it
s 

en
tir

et
y 

an
d 

di
re

ct
ly

 a
pp

lic
ab

le
 in

 a
ll 

M
em

be
r 

St
at

es
. 

FI
 

1.
 D

ire
ct

iv
e 

on
 th

e 
fig

ht
 a

ga
in

st
 fr

au
d 

by
 m

ea
ns

 o
f c

rim
in

al
 la

w
 C

O
M

(2
01

2)
 3

63
 fi

na
l: 

Th
e 

ge
ne

ra
l a

gr
ee

m
en

t h
as

 b
ee

n 
im

pl
em

en
te

d 
na

tio
na

lly
 

an
d 

a 
pr

oj
ec

t t
ow

ar
d 

im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

di
re

ct
iv

e 
ha

s b
ee

n 
se

t i
n 

th
e 

M
in

is
try

 o
f J

us
tic

e.
  

2.
 R

eg
ul

at
io

n 
to

 s
et

 u
p 

th
e 

Eu
ro

pe
an

 P
ub

lic
 P

ro
se

cu
to

r’
s 

O
ff

ic
e 

C
O

M
(2

01
3)

 5
34

 f
in

al
: 

a 
pr

oj
ec

t 
ha

s 
be

en
 s

et
 i

n 
th

e 
M

in
is

try
 o

f 
Ju

st
ic

e 
to

 
pr

ep
ar

e 
es

ta
bl

is
hi

ng
 th

e 
EP

PO
. 

SE
 

(1
)S

w
ed

en
 ta

ke
s 

ac
tiv

e 
pa

rt 
in

 th
e 

ne
go

tia
tio

ns
 o

f t
he

 P
IF

 D
ire

ct
iv

e 
an

d 
is

 re
ad

y 
to

 s
ta

rt 
th

e 
pr

oc
es

s 
of

 im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
on

ce
 th

e 
D

ire
ct

iv
e 

ha
s 

be
en

 a
do

pt
ed

. T
he

 S
w

ed
is

h 
Pa

rli
am

en
t h

as
 b

ee
n 

in
fo

rm
ed

.  

(2
) 

Sw
ed

en
 s

ha
re

s 
th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
’s

 v
ie

w
 t

ha
t 

w
e 

ne
ed

 t
o 

be
 a

bl
e 

to
 e

ff
ec

tiv
el

y 
in

ve
st

ig
at

e 
an

d 
pr

os
ec

ut
e 

cr
im

es
 a

ga
in

st
 E

U
´s

 f
in

an
ci

al
 

in
te

re
st

s. 
W

e 
ar

e 
ta

ki
ng

 a
ct

iv
e 

pa
rt 

in
 th

e 
ne

go
tia

tio
ns

 re
ga

rd
in

g 
th

e 
re

gu
la

tio
n 

to
 s

et
 u

p 
th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 P

ub
lic

 P
ro

se
cu

to
r’

s 
O

ff
ic

e.
 A

t t
he

 s
am

e 
tim

e 
w

e 
ar

e 
an

al
ys

in
g 

ho
w

 s
uc

h 
a 

re
gu

la
tio

n 
w

ou
ld

 im
pa

ct
 th

e 
Sw

ed
is

h 
ju

di
ci

al
 s

ys
te

m
 a

nd
 w

ha
t k

in
d 

of
 a

dj
us

tm
en

ts
 m

ig
ht

 b
e 

ne
ed

ed
 o

n 
ou

r 
pa

rt,
 if

 a
nd

 w
he

n 
su

ch
 a

n 
O

ff
ic

e 
is

 s
et

 u
p 

w
ith

in
 th

e 
EU

. S
w

ed
en

 h
as

, n
at

ur
al

ly
, n

ot
 y

et
 ta

ke
n 

a 
fin

al
 p

os
iti

on
 o

n 
th

e 
pr

op
os

al
 s

in
ce

 n
eg

ot
ia

tio
ns

 
ar

e 
on

go
in

g 
an

d 
a 

nu
m

be
r o

f i
m

po
rta

nt
 is

su
es

 a
re

 st
ill

 b
ei

ng
 d

is
cu

ss
ed

. 

(3
) T

he
 S

w
ed

is
h 

Pa
rli

am
en

t h
as

 b
ee

n 
in

fo
rm

ed
 re

ga
rd

in
g 

th
e 

pr
op

os
al

 o
f a

m
en

dm
en

t o
f R

eg
ul

at
io

n 
(E

C
) N

o 
51

5/
97

 o
n 

m
ut

ua
l a

dm
in

is
tra

tiv
e 

as
si

st
an

ce
 in

 th
e 

cu
st

om
s a

re
a 

an
d 

th
e 

st
ill

 o
ng

oi
ng

 n
eg

ot
ia

tio
ns

. A
ny

 fu
rth

er
 st

ep
s r

eg
ar

di
ng

 im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
ha

ve
 n

ot
 y

et
 b

ee
n 

un
de

rta
ke

n.
 

U
K

 
M

ut
ua

l A
ss

is
ta

nc
e 

(M
A

) r
eq

ue
st

s a
re

 re
ce

iv
ed

 b
y 

tw
o 

of
fic

e 
in

 H
M

R
C

 i.
e.

 
a)

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l R
el

at
io

ns
 C

us
to

m
s -

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l R
el

at
io

ns
  

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:515/97;Nr:515;Year:97&comp=
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=COM&code2=&gruppen=Code:COM;Year:2012;Nr:363&comp=363%7C2012%7CCOM
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=COM&code2=&gruppen=Code:COM;Year:2013;Nr:534&comp=534%7C2013%7CCOM
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:515/97;Nr:515;Year:97&comp=
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b)
 In

te
rn

at
io

na
l M

ut
ua

l A
ss

is
ta

nc
e 

Te
am

 (I
M

A
T)

. 
B

ot
h 

of
fic

es
 h

av
e 

di
re

ct
 a

cc
es

s t
o 

A
M

 c
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 re
co

rd
ed

 o
n 

A
FI

Sn
g 

(A
nt

i-F
ra

ud
 In

fo
rm

at
io

n 
Sy

st
em

 n
ew

 g
en

er
at

io
n)

. 
M

A
 re

qu
es

ts
 a

re
 e

xe
cu

te
d 

by
 IM

A
T 

w
hi

ch
 is

 a
ls

o 
re

sp
on

si
bl

e 
fo

r t
he

 c
ol

la
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

m
at

er
ia

l a
nd

 fo
r t

he
 o

nw
ar

d 
tra

ns
m

is
si

on
 to

 th
e 

re
qu

es
tin

g 
au

th
or

ity
 fo

r M
A

s. 
M

A
 c

om
m

un
ic

at
io

ns
 a

re
 p

ro
ce

ss
ed

 a
cc

or
di

ng
 to

 O
LA

F’
s 

tim
es

ca
le

s, 
co

nt
ai

ne
d 

w
ith

in
 th

e 
M

A
 m

es
sa

ge
. T

he
re

 is
 r

eg
ul

ar
 li

ai
so

n 
w

ith
 O

LA
F 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 t

he
 p

ro
ce

ss
. W

he
re

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
, a

ud
its

 a
t 

U
K

 i
m

po
rte

rs
 a

re
 m

ad
e 

an
d 

th
e 

re
su

lts
 o

f 
th

es
e,

 i
nc

lu
di

ng
 a

ny
 f

in
an

ci
al

 r
ec

ov
er

ie
s 

ar
e 

tra
ns

m
itt

ed
 b

ac
k 

to
 O

LA
F.

 
O

ur
 F

in
an

ce
 T

ea
m

 a
re

 se
nt

 d
et

ai
ls

 o
f r

ec
ov

er
ie

s m
ad

e 
on

 M
A

 m
es

sa
ge

s s
o 

th
at

 O
W

N
R

ES
 d

at
ab

as
e 

ca
n 

be
 u

pd
at

ed
.  

 
 

3.
2.

 
O

pe
ra

tio
na

l r
es

ul
ts

: a
 d

iff
er

en
t p

ac
e 

A
lth

ou
gh

 th
e 

le
gi

sl
at

iv
e 

la
nd

sc
ap

e 
ha

s 
ch

an
ge

d 
co

ns
id

er
ab

ly
 in

 th
e 

la
st

 f
ew

 y
ea

rs
, t

he
 a

na
ly

si
s 

de
sc

rib
ed

 in
 s

ec
tio

n 
2.

2 
of

 th
is

 r
ep

or
t s

ho
w

s 
th

at
 th

e 
im

pa
ct

 o
f t

he
se

 m
ea

su
re

s i
s n

ot
 a

s e
vi

de
nt

 a
s o

ne
 c

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
ex

pe
ct

ed
.  

 

O
n 

th
e 

on
e 

ha
nd

, t
he

 o
ve

ra
ll 

tre
nd

 in
 d

et
ec

tin
g 

an
d 

re
po

rti
ng

 p
ot

en
tia

l f
ra

ud
ul

en
t i

rr
eg

ul
ar

iti
es

 in
 th

e 
la

st
 fi

ve
 y

ea
rs

 s
ho

w
s 

a 
sl

ow
 d

ec
re

as
e,

 a
lth

ou
gh

 th
is

 
se

em
s t

o 
ha

ve
 re

ve
rs

ed
 si

nc
e 

20
12

. O
n 

th
e 

ot
he

r h
an

d,
 th

e 
nu

m
be

r o
f i

rr
eg

ul
ar

iti
es

 n
ot

 re
po

rte
d 

as
 fr

au
du

le
nt

 h
as

 p
ro

gr
es

si
ve

ly
 in

cr
ea

se
d.

 T
he

 d
ec

re
as

in
g 

tre
nd

 is
 m

or
e 

ev
id

en
t o

n 
th

e 
re

ve
nu

e 
si

de
 th

an
 it

 is
 o

n 
th

e 
ex

pe
nd

itu
re

 si
de

. 

3.
2.

1.
 

Re
ve

nu
e:

 Q
ua

lit
y 

of
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
an

d 
co

nt
ro

l s
tr

at
eg

ie
s 

O
n 

th
e 

re
ve

nu
e 

si
de

, i
t i

s 
no

t c
le

ar
 w

he
th

er
 th

e 
tre

nd
 is

 d
ue

 to
 a

 s
hi

ft 
to

w
ar

ds
 d

et
ec

tin
g 

irr
eg

ul
ar

 c
as

es
 o

r 
to

 th
e 

w
ay

 in
 w

hi
ch

 M
em

be
r 

St
at

es
 c

la
ss

ify
 

ca
se

s. 
O

th
er

 p
os

si
bl

e 
re

as
on

s 
co

ul
d 

in
cl

ud
e:

 th
e 

ne
w

 fr
au

d 
pr

ev
en

tio
n 

m
ea

su
re

s 
im

pl
em

en
te

d 
in

 M
em

be
r S

ta
te

s 
to

 id
en

tif
y 

vu
ln

er
ab

ili
tie

s;
 th

e 
po

ss
ib

ili
ty

 
of

 M
em

be
r S

ta
te

s 
pu

rs
ui

ng
 fi

na
nc

ia
l i

nt
er

es
ts

 w
ith

ou
t f

ur
th

er
 in

ve
st

ig
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
po

te
nt

ia
l c

rim
in

al
 o

ff
en

ce
; t

he
 p

os
si

bi
lit

y 
th

at
 M

em
be

r S
ta

te
s’

 c
on

tro
ls

 
st

ra
te

gi
es

 m
ay

 n
ee

d 
to

 in
cl

ud
e 

m
or

e 
dy

na
m

ic
 fa

ct
or

s t
o 

be
tte

r a
da

pt
 to

 th
e 

ch
an

gi
ng

 e
nv

iro
nm

en
t. 

 

R
E

C
O

M
M

E
N

D
A

T
IO

N
 5

 
In

 v
ie

w
 o

f t
he

 d
ec

re
as

in
g 

nu
m

be
r 

of
 fr

au
d 

ca
se

s 
re

po
rt

ed
, t

he
 C

om
m

is
si

on
 r

ec
om

m
en

ds
 th

at
 M

em
be

r 
St

at
es

 r
ev

ie
w

 th
ei

r 
co

nt
ro

l s
tr

at
eg

ie
s 

to
 

en
su

re
 th

at
 w

el
l-t

ar
ge

te
d,

 r
is

k-
ba

se
d 

cu
st

om
s c

on
tr

ol
s a

re
 in

 p
la

ce
 to

 m
ak

e 
it 

po
ss

ib
le

 to
 e

ff
ec

tiv
el

y 
de

te
ct

 fr
au

du
le

nt
 im

po
rt

 o
pe

ra
tio

ns
. 
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B
E

 
FP

S 
FI

N
A

N
C

E:
 

B
el

gi
an

 C
us

to
m

s 
ha

s 
al

re
ad

y 
in

 p
la

ce
 ro

bu
st

 R
is

k 
M

an
ag

em
en

t s
tra

te
gy

 to
 c

ov
er

 p
os

si
bl

e 
fo

rth
co

m
in

g 
fin

an
ci

al
 ri

sk
s 

bu
t h

as
 a

ls
o 

im
pl

em
en

te
d 

po
st

 c
le

ar
an

ce
 c

he
ck

s. 

Th
is

 s
tra

te
gy

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
co

nf
irm

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
ne

w
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
na

l 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

of
 o

ur
 G

en
er

al
 A

dm
in

is
tra

tio
n 

of
 C

us
to

m
s 

&
 E

xc
is

e 
, 

th
at

 w
ill

 b
e 

op
er

at
io

na
l i

n 
20

15
. 

A
 b

et
te

r c
om

m
un

ic
at

io
n 

of
 fe

ed
ba

ck
s o

n 
id

en
tif

ie
d 

ris
ks

 sh
al

l b
e 

im
pl

em
en

te
d 

to
 e

nh
an

ce
 th

e 
ef

fic
ie

nc
y 

of
 th

os
e 

ap
pr

oa
ch

es
. 

FE
D

ER
 W

A
LL

O
N

IE
 (E

R
D

F 
W

A
LL

O
N

IA
): 

Fi
rs

tly
, 

th
e 

ov
er

al
l 

dr
op

 i
n 

th
e 

nu
m

be
r 

of
 r

ep
or

te
d 

fr
au

d 
ca

se
s 

is
 a

 c
au

se
 f

or
 s

at
is

fa
ct

io
n.

 I
nf

or
m

at
io

n/
tra

in
in

g 
ef

fo
rts

 i
nv

ol
vi

ng
 t

he
 

be
ne

fic
ia

rie
s/

ad
m

in
is

tra
tio

ns
 c

on
ce

rn
ed

 a
re

 b
ea

rin
g 

fr
ui

t a
nd

 li
ke

ly
 to

 d
et

er
 'w

ou
ld

-b
e 

fr
au

ds
te

rs
'. 

Pr
ev

en
tio

n 
in

 th
is

 fi
el

d 
m

us
t b

e 
im

pr
ov

ed
 st

ill
 fu

rth
er

. A
ga

in
st

 th
is

 b
ac

kg
ro

un
d,

 W
al

lo
ni

a 
is

 c
ur

re
nt

ly
 te

st
in

g 
th

e 
A

R
A

C
H

N
E 

IT
 to

ol
. 

 
B

G
 

Th
e 

B
ul

ga
ria

n 
cu

st
om

s 
au

th
or

iti
es

 h
av

e 
m

ad
e 

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 a

rr
an

ge
m

en
ts

 f
or

 th
e 

re
po

rti
ng

 o
f 

fr
au

d/
irr

eg
ul

ar
iti

es
 c

on
ce

rn
in

g 
Tr

ad
iti

on
al

 O
w

n 
R

es
ou

rc
es

 (
TO

R
) 

in
 O

W
N

R
ES

 w
ith

in
 th

e 
tim

e 
pe

rio
ds

 s
tip

ul
at

ed
 in

 C
ou

nc
il 

R
eg

ul
at

io
n 

(E
C

, E
ur

at
om

) 
N

o 
11

50
/2

00
0.

 T
he

 c
as

es
 in

 q
ue

st
io

n 
ar

e 
re

po
rte

d 
by

 th
e 

he
ad

 o
ff

ic
e 

of
 th

e 
C

us
to

m
s 

A
ge

nc
y,

 f
ol

lo
w

in
g 

ve
rif

ic
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
re

ce
iv

ed
 f

ro
m

 th
e 

lo
ca

l d
ep

ar
tm

en
ts

 o
f 

th
e 

C
us

to
m

s A
ge

nc
y.

 

W
ith

 a
 v

ie
w

 to
 p

re
ve

nt
in

g 
irr

eg
ul

ar
iti

es
 re

la
tin

g 
to

 th
e 

ev
as

io
n 

of
 a

nt
i-d

um
pi

ng
 d

ut
ie

s, 
84

 r
is

k 
pr

of
ile

s 
w

er
e 

jo
in

tly
 d

ev
el

op
ed

 w
ith

 th
e 

Ta
rif

f 
Po

lic
y 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t a

nd
 in

te
gr

at
ed

 in
to

 th
e 

au
to

m
at

ed
 a

na
ly

si
s m

od
ul

e.
 

Th
e 

an
al

ys
is

 m
od

ul
e 

co
nt

ai
ns

 u
p-

to
-d

at
e 

lis
ts

 o
f p

er
so

ns
 a

nd
 c

ou
nt

rie
s 

of
 o

rig
in

 a
nd

 d
es

tin
at

io
n 

id
en

tif
ie

d 
as

 p
re

se
nt

in
g 

a 
ris

k 
fo

r t
he

 fi
na

nc
ia

l 
in

te
re

st
s o

f t
he

 E
U

 a
nd

 it
s M

em
be

r S
ta

te
s. 

C
Z

 
In

 o
rd

er
 t

o 
de

te
ct

 t
he

 m
os

t 
se

rio
us

 c
rim

e 
pr

ed
om

in
an

tly
 i

nv
ol

vi
ng

 t
ax

 a
nd

 c
us

to
m

s 
du

tie
s, 

a 
pe

rm
an

en
t 

jo
in

t 
te

am
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

se
t 

up
 b

rin
in

g 
to

ge
th

er
 th

e 
C

or
ru

pt
io

n 
an

d 
Fi

na
nc

ia
l C

rim
e 

D
et

ec
tio

n 
Se

ct
io

n,
 th

e 
D

ire
ct

or
at

e-
G

en
er

al
 fo

r F
in

an
ce

 a
nd

 th
e 

D
ire

ct
or

at
e-

G
en

er
al

 fo
r C

us
to

m
s. 

Th
e 

te
am

, m
ad

e 
up

 o
f r

ep
re

se
nt

at
iv

es
 fr

om
 th

e 
po

lic
e 

an
d 

th
e 

cu
st

om
s 

au
th

or
iti

es
, t

ar
ge

ts
 ta

x 
ev

as
io

n 
an

d 
ta

x 
cr

im
e,

 e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 in

vo
lv

in
g 

V
A

T 

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:1150/2000;Nr:1150;Year:2000&comp=
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an
d 

ex
ci

se
 d

ut
ie

s. 
Th

e 
pu

rp
os

e 
of

 s
et

tin
g 

up
 th

e 
te

am
 w

as
 to

 e
ns

ur
e 

ef
fe

ct
iv

e 
an

d 
sp

ee
dy

 e
xc

ha
ng

e 
of

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

an
d 

co
or

di
na

tio
n 

in
 jo

in
t 

po
lic

e 
an

d 
cu

st
om

s 
op

er
at

io
ns

, s
o 

th
at

 ta
x 

ev
as

io
n 

is
 p

ro
m

pt
ly

 id
en

tif
ie

d,
 in

ve
st

ig
at

ed
 a

nd
 b

ro
ug

ht
 to

 b
oo

k.
 T

he
 jo

in
t t

ea
m

’s
 m

ai
n 

fu
nc

tio
n 

is
 to

 
en

su
re

 th
at

 ta
xe

s a
re

 p
ro

pe
rly

 c
ol

le
ct

ed
, t

ha
t a

m
ou

nt
s u

nl
aw

fu
lly

 re
ce

iv
ed

 a
re

 p
ai

d 
ba

ck
 to

 th
e 

st
at

e 
bu

dg
et

 a
nd

 th
at

 o
ff

en
de

rs
 a

re
 p

ro
se

cu
te

d.
 

A
s 

re
ga

rd
s 

ris
k 

m
an

ag
em

en
t, 

co
nt

ro
l 

ac
tiv

iti
es

 a
re

 s
up

po
rte

d 
by

 a
na

ly
tic

al
 t

oo
ls

 d
ev

el
op

ed
 a

nd
 a

ct
iv

el
y 

us
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

C
ze

ch
 c

us
to

m
s 

ad
m

in
is

tra
tio

n.
 T

he
 n

at
io

na
l a

na
ly

tic
al

 to
ol

s 
ta

rg
et

 ri
sk

s 
in

 c
on

ne
ct

io
n 

w
ith

 g
oo

ds
 im

po
rt 

an
d 

tra
ns

it 
op

er
at

io
ns

. T
he

 m
ai

n 
an

al
yt

ic
al

 to
ol

 is
 th

e 
ER

IA
N

 e
le

ct
ro

ni
c 

ris
k 

an
al

ys
is

 sy
st

em
, w

hi
ch

 c
he

ck
s o

nl
in

e 
al

l c
us

to
m

s d
ec

la
ra

tio
ns

 re
ce

iv
ed

 a
ga

in
st

 th
e 

ris
k 

pr
of

ile
 d

at
ab

as
es

. T
he

 p
ro

fil
es

 a
re

 
se

t i
n 

te
rm

 o
f 

th
e 

va
rio

us
 c

ol
um

ns
 o

n 
th

e 
cu

st
om

s 
de

cl
ar

at
io

n,
 s

uc
h 

as
 c

ou
nt

ry
 c

od
e,

 ta
rif

f 
cl

as
si

fic
at

io
n,

 e
nt

ity
 e

tc
.  

W
hi

le
 th

e 
de

cl
ar

at
io

n 
is

 
be

in
g 

pr
oc

es
se

d,
 a

ut
om

at
ic

 ri
sk

 a
na

ly
si

s 
is

 c
ar

rie
d 

ou
t  

in
 th

e 
ba

ck
gr

ou
nd

, w
hi

ch
 m

ay
 re

su
lt 

in
 a

n 
in

sp
ec

tio
n 

be
in

g 
or

de
re

d 
(“

re
d 

ta
bl

e”
) o

r j
us

t 
th

e 
cu

st
om

s 
of

fic
ia

l b
ei

ng
 n

ot
ifi

ed
 th

at
 th

er
e 

is
 a

 p
ot

en
tia

l r
is

k.
 B

ot
h 

na
tio

na
l r

is
k 

pr
of

ile
s 

an
d 

in
te

rn
at

io
na

l j
oi

nt
 ri

sk
 c

rit
er

ia
 a

re
 a

dd
ed

 to
 th

e 
ris

k 
pr

of
ile

 d
at

ab
as

e 
on

 a
n 

on
go

in
g 

ba
si

s. 
Th

e 
ris

k 
pr

of
ile

s 
ar

e 
cr

ea
te

d 
on
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re
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 c
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at
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s c
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 c
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ra
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 c
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 p
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 c
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iti

es
 fo

r t
he

 p
er

io
d 

20
07

-2
01

3 
is

 in
cr

ea
si

ng
, w

hi
ch

 is
 a

 g
ua

ra
nt

ee
 th

at
 th

e 
sy

st
em

 o
f d

et
ec

tio
n 

an
d 

re
po

rti
ng

 is
 a

ct
iv

el
y 

w
or

ki
ng

. A
t t

he
 s

am
e 

tim
e 

th
e 

fin
an

ci
al

 p
er

io
d 

is
 c

om
in

g 
to

 a
n 

en
d,

 w
ha

t r
es

ul
ts

 in
 a

n 
in

cr
ea

se
 in

 th
e 

nu
m

be
r o

f r
ep

or
te

d 
irr

eg
ul

ar
iti

es
. 

W
ith

 t
he

 i
nc

re
as

in
g 

re
po

rti
ng

, 
th

e 
su

sp
ec

te
d 

fr
au

d 
is

 i
nc

re
as

in
g.

 S
om

e 
ca

se
s 

ar
e 

re
po

rte
d 

as
 a

 c
as

e 
of

 f
ra

ud
. 

B
as

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
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fo
re

go
in

g,
 w

e 
be

lie
ve

 th
at

 th
e 

re
po

rti
ng

 sy
st

em
 is

 o
pe

ra
tio

na
l a

nd
 w

or
ks

 in
 S

lo
ve

ni
a.

 

Fi
na

nc
ia

l A
dm

in
is

tra
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

R
ep

ub
lic

 o
f S

lo
ve

ni
a 

de
sc

rib
es

 m
ea

su
re

s i
m

pl
em

en
te

d 
in

 2
01

3:
 

A
t t

he
 le

ve
l o

f t
he

 R
ep

ub
lic

 o
f S

lo
ve

ni
a 

th
e 

st
ra

te
gy

 a
ga

in
st

 e
co

no
m

ic
 c

rim
e 

in
 th

e 
R

ep
ub

lic
 o

f S
lo

ve
ni

a 
fo

r t
he

 p
er

io
d 

fr
om

 2
01

2 
to

 2
01

6 
w

as
 

ad
op

te
d,

 w
hi

ch
 p

ro
vi

de
d 

co
m

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 m

ea
su

re
s 

in
 v

ar
io

us
 f

ie
ld

s. 
Fi

na
nc

ia
l 

A
dm

in
is

tra
tio

n 
of

 t
he

 R
ep

ub
lic

 o
f 

Sl
ov

en
ia

 i
s 

co
m

m
itt

ed
 t

o 
im

pr
ov

e 
th

e 
co

op
er

at
io

n 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
co

m
pe

te
nt

 a
ut

ho
rit

ie
s, 

to
 c

ha
ng

es
 in

 le
gi

sl
at

io
n,

 e
du

ca
tio

n,
 e

tc
.  

W
ith

 th
e 

ai
m

 o
f 

im
pr

ov
in

g 
th

e 
ef

fic
ie

nc
y 

fo
r 

fr
au

d 
de

te
ct

io
n 

by
 th

e 
im

po
rt 

th
e 

C
us

to
m

s 
A

dm
in

is
tra

tio
n 

(f
ro

m
 0

1.
08

.2
01

4 
on

w
ar

ds
 F

in
an

ci
al

 
A

dm
in

is
tra

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
R

ep
ub

lic
 o

f S
lo

ve
ni

a)
 a

do
pt

ed
 a

 s
tra

te
gy

 in
 2

01
3.

  T
hi

s 
st

ra
te

gy
 a

m
on

g 
ot

he
rs

 a
im

s 
as

 w
el

l a
t i

m
pr

ov
in

g 
th

e 
m

et
ho

d 
of

 
ca

rr
yi

ng
 o

ut
 c

us
to

m
s 

co
nt

ro
ls

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
ris

k 
an

al
ys

is
 a

nd
 d

ev
el

op
 a

nd
 m

an
ag

e 
m

et
ho

ds
 o

f r
is

k 
an

al
ys

is
 a

nd
 s

el
ec

tiv
ity

 in
 th

e 
de

te
ct

io
n 

of
 il

lic
it 

tra
ff

ic
ki

ng
 a

nd
 c

rim
e.

 

SK
 

In
 2

01
4,

 t
he

 C
om

m
is

si
on

 i
nf

or
m

ed
 t

he
 T

ax
 A

dm
in

is
tra

tio
n 

of
 t

he
 S

lo
va

k 
R

ep
ub

lic
 o

f 
34

 c
as

es
 o

f 
fr

au
d 

or
 i

rr
eg

ul
ar

ity
 v

ia
 t

he
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

C
om

m
is

si
on

's 
O

W
N

R
ES

 a
pp

lic
at

io
n.

 C
om

pa
re

d 
to

 2
01

3,
 w

he
n 

on
ly

 8
 c

as
es

 w
er

e 
re

po
rte

d,
 th

is
 is

 a
 s

ig
ni

fic
an

t i
nc

re
as

e.
 T

hi
s 

is
 th

e 
hi

gh
es

t 
nu

m
be

r o
f r

ep
or

te
d 

ca
se

s o
f f

ra
ud

/ir
re

gu
la

rit
ie

s p
er

 c
al

en
da

r y
ea

r s
in

ce
 2

00
5.

 
Th

e 
Sl

ov
ak

 T
ax

 A
dm

in
is

tra
tio

n 
en

su
re

s, 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
na

tio
na

l a
ut

om
at

ed
 ri

sk
 p

ro
fil

in
g,

 ta
rg

et
ed

 d
et

er
m

in
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
ch

ec
ks

 to
 b

e 
ca

rr
ie

d 
ou

t a
t 

th
e 

tim
e 

of
 c

us
to

m
s c

le
ar

an
ce

 in
 o

rd
er

 to
 a

vo
id

 a
nd

 e
lim

in
at

e 
th

e 
ris

k 
at

 im
po

rta
tio

n 
in

to
 th

e 
EC

. A
 s

ep
ar

at
e 

sy
st

em
 m

od
ul

e 
ha

s b
ee

n 
us

ed
 si

nc
e 

20
06

.  
 

A
ll 

in
pu

t f
ro

m
 th

e 
in

te
rn

al
 a

nd
 e

xt
er

na
l e

nv
iro

nm
en

t, 
as

 w
el

l a
s 

th
e 

an
al

yt
ic

al
 a

ct
iv

ity
 o

f t
he

 T
ax

 A
dm

in
is

tra
tio

n 
its

el
f, 

ar
e 

in
co

rp
or

at
ed

 in
to

 th
e 

ris
k 

pr
of

ili
ng

. E
xi

st
in

g 
ris

k 
pr

of
ile

s 
ar

e 
co

nt
in

ua
lly

 a
ss

es
se

d 
an

d,
 w

he
re

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
, s

up
pl

em
en

te
d 

or
 m

od
ifi

ed
. O

n 
th

e 
ba

si
s 

of
 th

e 
ris

k 
pr

of
ili

ng
 

an
d 

its
 re

su
lts

, t
he

 c
us

to
m

s 
pr

oc
ed

ur
e 

at
 th

e 
tim

e 
of

 th
e 

re
le

as
e 

of
 th

e 
go

od
s 

in
vo

lv
es

 d
oc

um
en

t c
he

ck
s, 

pa
rti

al
 o

r c
om

pl
et

e 
ph

ys
ic

al
 c

he
ck

s 
or

 
ta

ki
ng

 sa
m

pl
es

. 

FI
 

Th
e 

cu
st

om
s h

as
 n

ot
 in

fo
rm

ed
 fu

rth
er

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

ts
 fo

r t
hi

s r
ep

or
t c

om
pa

re
d 

to
 la

st
 y

ea
r’

s r
ep

or
t. 

SE
 

Sw
ed

is
h 

C
us

to
m

s 
ha

s 
a 

co
m

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 c

on
tro

l s
tra

te
gy

. T
he

 s
tra

te
gy

 w
ill

 c
on

tri
bu

te
 to

 b
et

te
r 

co
nt

ro
lli

ng
 r

es
ul

ts
 a

nd
 m

et
ho

ds
, m

ak
in

g 
m

or
e 

co
ns

ci
ou

s 
pr

io
rit

ie
s 

an
d 

us
in

g 
re

so
ur

ce
s 

m
or

e 
ef

fic
ie

nt
ly

. T
he

 s
tra

te
gy

 s
ho

ul
d 

en
su

re
 in

te
r 

lin
ka

ge
 a

nd
 s

yn
er

gi
es

 b
et

w
ee

n 
co

nt
ro

l, 
se

rv
ic

e 
an

d 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
in

 o
rd

er
 to

 e
na

bl
e 

th
e 

op
er

at
or

s t
o 

do
 th

in
gs

 ri
gh

t f
ro

m
 th

e 
st

ar
t. 

 

Th
e 

co
nt

ro
ls

 c
ar

rie
d 

ou
t b

y 
C

us
to

m
s 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
ba

se
d 

on
 w

el
l t

ar
ge

te
d 

an
al

ys
is

 a
nd

 fo
cu

s 
on

 e
rr

or
s 

th
at

 a
re

 d
el

ib
er

at
e 

an
d 

fo
rm

id
ab

le
. D

ur
in

g 
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20
15

 a
 n

ew
 fr

am
ew

or
k 

of
 in

te
lli

ge
nc

e 
w

ill
 b

e 
im

pl
em

en
te

d.
 T

he
 fr

am
ew

or
k 

de
sc

rib
es

 h
ow

 in
te

lli
ge

nc
e 

on
 a

n 
ov

er
al

l b
as

is
 w

ill
 b

e 
pe

rf
or

m
ed

. I
n 

ad
di

tio
n 

to
 th

e 
ne

w
 fr

am
ew

or
k,

 th
e 

of
fic

er
s w

ill
 b

e 
tra

in
ed

 in
 e

.g
. b

us
in

es
s s

ys
te

m
s a

nd
 lo

gi
st

ic
s, 

to
 st

re
ng

th
en

 th
ei

r a
na

ly
tic

al
 a

bi
lit

y.
   

Fu
rth

er
m

or
e,

 S
w

ed
is

h 
C

us
to

m
s i

s c
ur

re
nt

ly
 d

ev
el

op
in

g 
a 

ne
w

 ri
sk

 m
an

ag
em

en
t s

ys
te

m
. T

he
 n

ew
 sy

st
em

 w
ill

 e
na

bl
e 

se
le

ct
io

n 
an

d 
an

al
ys

is
 o

f a
ll 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

th
at

 is
 s

ub
m

itt
ed

 to
 C

us
to

m
s 

in
 e

ve
ry

 s
ta

ge
 o

f 
th

e 
flo

w
 o

f 
go

od
s. 

Th
e 

sy
st

em
 is

 e
xp

ec
te

d 
to

 b
e 

im
pl

em
en

te
d 

in
 O

ct
ob

er
 2

01
6.

 
In

te
gr

at
io

n 
w

ith
 p

re
se

nt
 sy

st
em

s a
nd

 th
e 

fu
tu

re
 sy

st
em

s w
ill

 b
e 

m
ad

e 
as

 so
on

 a
s p

os
si

bl
e 

af
te

r O
ct

ob
er

 2
01

6.
 

U
K

 
H

M
R

C
 h

as
 d

ra
fte

d 
an

d 
im

pl
em

en
te

d 
an

 u
pd

at
ed

 c
on

tro
l s

tra
te

gy
 in

 Ju
ne

 2
01

4 
th

at
 o

ut
lin

es
 th

e 
pr

oc
ed

ur
es

 a
nd

 st
ru

ct
ur

e 
of

: 

• 
Th

e 
U

K
 C

us
to

m
s a

ut
ho

rit
y 

 

• 
Th

e 
st

ag
es

 o
f c

us
to

m
s r

el
ea

se
 p

ro
ce

du
re

s  

• 
U

K
 a

pp
ro

ac
h 

to
 m

an
ag

in
g 

ris
k 

• 
Th

e 
en

d 
to

 e
nd

 ri
sk

 m
ap

 o
f t

he
 c

us
to

m
s b

us
in

es
s, 

• 
Th

e 
se

gm
en

ta
tio

n 
fr

am
ew

or
k 

an
d 

be
ha

vi
ou

r m
od

el
 fo

r c
us

to
m

s b
us

in
es

se
s a

nd
 th

e 
In

te
rv

en
tio

n 
st

ra
te

gy
 fo

r c
on

tro
lli

ng
 a

nd
 fa

ci
lit

at
in

g 
cu

st
om

s b
us

in
es

se
s 

 So
m

e 
qu

al
ity

 is
su

es
 h

av
e 

no
ne

th
el

es
s 

be
en

 id
en

tif
ie

d 
w

he
n 

th
e 

re
po

rte
d 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

w
as

 a
na

ly
se

d.
 W

he
n 

co
m

pa
rin

g 
th

e 
nu

m
be

r o
f f

ra
ud

 a
nd

 ir
re

gu
la

rit
y 

ca
se

s 
fo

r 
20

09
-1

3 
w

ith
 th

e 
fig

ur
es

 f
ro

m
 p

re
vi

ou
s 

re
po

rts
, i

t a
pp

ea
rs

 th
at

 th
er

e 
is

 a
 ti

m
e 

ga
p 

be
tw

ee
n 

w
he

n 
th

e 
ca

se
s 

ar
e 

de
te

ct
ed

 a
nd

 w
he

n 
th

ey
 a

re
 

re
po

rte
d 

vi
a 

th
e 

O
W

N
R

ES
 a

pp
lic

at
io

n.
 A

lth
ou

gh
 M

em
be

r S
ta

te
s’

 w
or

k 
to

 re
gu

la
rly

 u
pd

at
e 

th
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

on
 c

as
es

 o
f f

ra
ud

 a
nd

 ir
re

gu
la

rit
ie

s 
ca

n 
on

ly
 

be
 w

el
co

m
ed

, t
he

 ti
m

el
y 

re
po

rti
ng

 o
f f

ra
ud

 a
nd

 ir
re

gu
la

rit
y 

ca
se

s s
ho

ul
d 

ne
ve

rth
el

es
s b

e 
re

sp
ec

te
d.

 

R
E

C
O

M
M

E
N

D
A

T
IO

N
 6

 

M
em

be
r 

St
at

es
 s

ho
ul

d 
st

ep
 u

p 
w

or
k 

to
 e

ns
ur

e 
tim

el
y 

re
po

rt
in

g 
on

 a
nd

 u
pd

at
in

g 
of

 fr
au

d 
an

d 
ir

re
gu

la
ri

ty
 c

as
es

. T
o 

en
su

re
 e

ff
ec

tiv
e 

m
on

ito
ri

ng
 

an
d 

fo
llo

w
-u

p,
 r

el
ia

bl
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

on
 fr

au
d 

an
d 

ir
re

gu
la

ri
ty

 c
as

es
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

en
te

re
d 

in
 O

W
N

R
E

S.
 

B
E

 
FP

S 
FI

N
A

N
C

E:
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Sa
m

e 
co

m
m

en
t t

ha
n 

th
e 

on
e 

fo
rm

ul
at

ed
 o

n 
re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

n 
5:

 e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 o

ur
 la

st
 p

hr
as

e 
th

at
 w

ill
 c

om
pl

et
e 

th
e 

ev
en

tu
al

 re
m

ar
k 

of
 O

&
O

_E
&

R
. 

Th
is

 n
ew

 a
dm

in
is

tra
tio

n 
w

ith
in

 B
E 

C
us

to
m

s &
 E

xc
is

e 
is

 re
sp

on
si

bl
e 

of
 th

e 
re

po
rti

ng
 in

 O
W

N
R

ES
. 

FE
D

ER
 W

A
LL

O
N

IE
 (E

R
D

F 
W

A
LL

O
N

IA
): 

Th
e 

irr
eg

ul
ar

iti
es

 f
ou

nd
 i

n 
W

al
lo

ni
a 

w
ith

in
 p

ro
gr

am
m

es
 c

o-
fu

nd
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

ER
D

F 
ar

e 
re

gu
la

rly
 e

nt
er

ed
 i

n 
th

e 
IM

S 
no

tif
ic

at
io

n 
sy

st
em

 f
or

 
irr

eg
ul

ar
iti

es
 

B
G

 
A

s 
re

ga
rd

s 
th

e 
re

po
rti

ng
 a

nd
 v

al
id

at
io

n 
of

 c
as

es
 in

 O
W

N
R

ES
, B

ul
ga

ria
 h

as
 u

pd
at

ed
 th

e 
de

ta
ils

 (n
am

es
 a

nd
 c

on
ta

ct
 d

et
ai

ls
) o

f t
he

 s
ta

ff
 o

f l
oc

al
 

cu
st

om
s d

ep
ar

tm
en

ts
 re

sp
on

si
bl

e 
fo

r s
en

di
ng

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

to
 th

e 
he

ad
 o

ff
ic

e 
of

 th
e 

C
us

to
m

s A
ge

nc
y.

 

In
 a

dd
iti

on
, t

he
 lo

ca
l d

ep
ar

tm
en

ts
 o

f 
th

e 
C

us
to

m
s 

A
ge

nc
y 

ha
ve

 b
ee

n 
in

st
ru

ct
ed

 to
 u

pd
at

e 
th

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
su

bm
itt

ed
 to

 th
e 

he
ad

 o
ff

ic
e 

on
 a

 
re

gu
la

r b
as

is
. 

C
Z

 
Th

er
e 

is
 a

 lo
ng

-s
ta

nd
in

g 
re

qu
ire

m
en

t o
n 

al
l d

ep
ar

tm
en

ts
 in

 th
e 

pr
os

ec
ut

io
n 

se
rv

ic
e 

to
 k

ee
p 

th
e 

Su
pr

em
e 

Pu
bl

ic
 P

ro
se

cu
to

r’
s 

O
ff

ic
e 

no
tif

ie
d 

of
 

an
y 

cr
im

in
al

 c
as

es
 a

ff
ec

tin
g 

th
e 

fin
an

ci
al

 in
te

re
st

s o
f t

he
 E

U
. A

s t
he

 A
FC

O
S 

co
nt

ac
t p

oi
nt

 o
n 

cr
im

in
al

 m
at

te
rs

, t
he

 S
up

re
m

e 
Pu

bl
ic

 P
ro

se
cu

to
r’

s 
O

ff
ic

e 
th

er
ef

or
e 

ha
s 

co
m

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
on

 c
rim

in
al

 ir
re

gu
la

rit
ie

s 
fo

r t
he

 w
ho

le
 o

f t
he

 C
ze

ch
 R

ep
ub

lic
 a

nd
 it

 th
en

 u
se

s 
th

is
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
to

 p
ro

du
ce

 th
e 

re
gu

la
r q

ua
rte

rly
 re

po
rts

 o
n 

th
e 

st
at

us
 o

f a
ll 

th
es

e 
cr

im
in

al
 p

ro
ce

ed
in

gs
. T

he
se

 re
po

rts
 a

re
 s

en
t t

o 
O

LA
F 

on
 a

 re
gu

la
r b

as
is

. T
o 

en
su

re
 e

ff
ec

tiv
e 

ex
ch

an
ge
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http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:1150/00;Nr:1150;Year:00&comp=1150%7C2000%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:12/2014;Nr:12;Year:2014&comp=
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:515/97;Nr:515;Year:97&comp=
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e 
on

e 
cu

rr
en

tly
 u

se
d.

 T
he

 r
eq

ui
re

m
en

t f
or

 r
is

k 
as

se
ss

m
en

t i
n 

th
e 

co
nt

ex
t o

f t
he

 a
nt

i-f
ra

ud
 e

ff
or

t d
ur

in
g 

th
e 

pe
rio

d 
20

14
–2

02
0 

ha
s 

be
en

 ta
ke

n 
in

to
 a

cc
ou

nt
 a

nd
 is

 a
n 

in
te

gr
al

 c
om

po
ne

nt
 o

f 
th

e 
m

an
ag

em
en

t a
nd

 c
on

tro
l s

ys
te

m
s 

of
 th

e 
O

PH
R

D
 2

01
4–

20
20

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 th

e 
ris

k 
as

se
ss

m
en

t s
ys

te
m

 fo
r t

he
 o

pe
ra

tio
na

l p
ro

gr
am

m
e.

 T
he

 d
es

cr
ip

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
sy

st
em

s 
an

d 
th

e 
m

an
ua

l w
er

e 
ap

pr
ov

ed
 o

n 
26

 a
nd

 1
4 

Ja
nu

ar
y 

20
15

, 
re

sp
ec

tiv
el

y,
 a

nd
 th

ei
r a

cc
re

di
ta

tio
n 

by
 th

e 
A

ud
it 

of
 E

U
 F

un
ds

 E
xe

cu
tiv

e 
A

ge
nc

y 
is

 fo
rth

co
m

in
g.

 

Th
e 

M
an

ag
in

g 
A

ut
ho

ri
ty

 o
f 

th
e 

O
pe

ra
tio

na
l 

Pr
og

ra
m

m
e 

on
 t

he
 E

nv
ir

on
m

en
t 

(O
PE

) 
is

 c
ur

re
nt

ly
 d

ev
el

op
in

g 
a 

co
m

pr
eh

en
si

ve
 r

isk
 

as
se

ss
m

en
t 

st
ra

te
gy

, 
w

hi
ch

 i
nc

lu
de

s 
a 

fr
au

d 
ris

k 
as

se
ss

m
en

t 
co

m
po

ne
nt

. 
It 

is
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

th
e 

C
om

m
is

si
on

’s
 G

ui
da

nc
e 

N
ot

e 
on

 f
ra

ud
 r

is
k 

as
se

ss
m

en
t f

or
 th

e 
pr

og
ra

m
m

in
g 

pe
rio

d 
20

14
–2

02
0 

an
d 

G
ui

de
lin

es
 fo

r n
at

io
na

l a
nt

i-f
ra

ud
 s

tra
te

gi
es

 fo
r t

he
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

St
ru

ct
ur

al
 a

nd
 In

ve
st

m
en

t 
Fu

nd
s. 

Th
e 

sp
ec

ifi
c 

st
ep

s t
o 

be
 ta

ke
n 

by
 th

e 
M

an
ag

in
g 

A
ut

ho
rit

y 
ag

ai
ns

t f
ra

ud
 w

ill
 b

e 
se

t o
ut

 in
 d

et
ai

l i
n 

th
e 

M
A

 p
ro

ce
du

re
s m

an
ua

l. 

Fo
r 

a 
se

co
nd

 y
ea

r 
af

te
r 

in
tro

du
ci

ng
 t

he
 p

rin
ci

pl
e 

of
 e

ff
ec

tiv
el

y 
st

ru
ct

ur
ed

 c
oo

rd
in

at
io

n,
 i

n 
20

14
 t

he
 S

ta
te

 F
un

d 
fo

r 
A

gr
ic

ul
tu

re
 (

D
FZ

) 
co

nt
in

ue
d 

to
 fo

llo
w

 th
e 

m
od

el
 to

 e
ns

ur
e 

co
or

di
na

tio
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

A
nt

i-F
ra

ud
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t a
nd

 th
e 

D
ire

ct
or

at
es

 re
sp

on
si

bl
e 

fo
r d

ire
ct

 p
ay

m
en

ts
. 

Th
re

e 
ch

ec
ks

 w
er

e 
co

nd
uc

te
d 

in
 a

cc
or

da
nc

e 
w

ith
 A

rti
cl

e 
28

(1
) 

of
 th

e 
R

ul
es

 o
f 

Pr
oc

ed
ur

e 
of

 th
e 

D
FZ

. R
is

k 
an

al
ys

is
 is

 c
on

du
ct

ed
 b

y 
us

e 
of

 
IA

C
S,

 a
 s

pe
ci

al
is

t  
so

ft
w

ar
e 

pr
od

uc
t 

th
at

 a
llo

w
s 

fo
r 

an
al

ys
es

 o
n 

th
e 

ba
si

s 
of

 d
iff

er
en

t r
is

k 
cr

ite
ria

, a
nd

 g
en

er
at

io
n 

of
 p

ro
je

ct
 s

am
pl

es
, g

ra
nt

 
ap

pl
ic

at
io

ns
 a

nd
 p

ay
m

en
t 

re
qu

es
ts

 f
or

 t
he

 p
ur

po
se

s 
of

 t
he

 e
x 

po
st

 c
on

tro
ls

 c
on

du
ct

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
A

nt
i-F

ra
ud

 D
ire

ct
or

at
e.

 A
s 

a 
re

su
lt 

of
 a

 
m

et
ic

ul
ou

sl
y 

co
nd

uc
te

d 
ris

k 
an

al
ys

is
 w

ith
 in

pu
t f

ro
m

 th
e 

A
nt

i-F
ra

ud
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t, 
th

e 
D

ire
ct

 P
ay

m
en

ts
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t a
nd

 th
e 

Te
ch

ni
ca

l I
ns

pe
ct

io
n 

Se
rv

ic
e 

D
ire

ct
or

at
e,

 a
 n

um
be

r 
of

 h
ig

h-
ris

k 
be

ne
fic

ia
rie

s 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

id
en

tif
ie

d.
 T

he
 o

ut
co

m
e 

of
 th

e 
ch

ec
ks

 c
on

du
ct

ed
 to

 d
at

e,
 o

n 
th

e 
ba

si
s 

of
 

th
or

ou
gh

 a
nd

 u
p-

to
-d

at
e 

fr
au

d 
ris

k 
as

se
ss

m
en

ts
 u

si
ng

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 IT
 in

st
ru

m
en

ts
, d

em
on

st
ra

te
 c

on
cl

us
iv

el
y 

th
at

 th
e 

ch
ec

ks
 b

ei
ng

 c
ar

rie
d 

ou
t a

re
 

m
uc

h 
be

tte
r t

ar
ge

te
d.

 T
he

 c
on

si
de

ra
bl

e 
nu

m
be

r o
f b

en
ef

ic
ia

rie
s h

av
in

g 
su

bm
itt

ed
 a

pp
lic

at
io

ns
 th

at
 in

vo
lv

e 
su

sp
ec

te
d 

fr
au

d 
is

 a
 re

lia
bl

e 
in

di
ca

to
r 

th
at

 th
e 

pr
in

ci
pl

e 
of

 s
tru

ct
ur

ed
 c

oo
rd

in
at

io
n 

(d
at

a 
an

d 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
ex

ch
an

ge
) 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

bo
di

es
 c

on
ce

rn
ed

 in
 th

e 
fig

ht
 a

ga
in

st
 f

ra
ud

 a
nd

 th
e 

m
an

ag
in

g 
au

th
or

iti
es

 a
nd

 p
ay

in
g 

ag
en

ci
es

 is
 a

 g
oo

d 
pr

ac
tic

e 
an

d 
sh

ou
ld

 c
on

tin
ue

 to
 b

e 
ap

pl
ie

d 
in

 th
e 

fu
tu

re
. 

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:1303/2013;Nr:1303;Year:2013&comp=
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Th
e 

A
xt

er
 P

op
ey

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
sy

st
em

 i
s 

de
si

gn
ed

 t
o 

en
ab

le
 t

he
 m

an
ag

em
en

t 
of

 p
ro

je
ct

s 
co

fin
an

ce
d 

by
 E

U
 f

un
ds

 b
y 

th
e 

Fi
sh

er
ie

s 
an

d 
A

qu
ac

ul
tu

re
s E

xe
cu

tiv
e 

A
ge

nc
y 

(I
A

R
A

) i
n 

its
 c

ap
ac

ity
 a

s d
es

ig
na

te
d 

M
an

ag
in

g 
A

ut
ho

rit
y.

 It
 is

 u
se

d 
fo

r t
he

 re
gi

st
ra

tio
n 

of
 g

ra
nt

 a
pp

lic
at

io
ns

 b
y 

th
e 

lo
ca

l 
de

pa
rtm

en
ts

 o
f 

th
e 

IA
R

A
, 

su
bs

eq
ue

nt
 p

ro
ce

ss
in

g 
of

 p
ro

je
ct

 i
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
by

 o
ff

ic
ia

ls
 a

t 
th

e 
A

ge
nc

y’
s 

he
ad

 o
ff

ic
e,

 t
he

 e
nt

ry
 o

f 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
in

to
 st

an
da

rd
 re

gi
st

er
s a

nd
 g

en
er

at
in

g 
di

ff
er

en
t r

ep
or

ts
 o

n 
ap

pl
ic

at
io

ns
 a

nd
 p

ro
je

ct
s b

y 
th

e 
co

m
pe

te
nt

 o
ff

ic
ia

ls
. T

he
 so

ftw
ar

e 
pr

od
uc

t 
us

ed
 fo

r t
he

 p
ro

ce
ss

in
g 

of
 p

ro
je

ct
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
an

d 
co

lle
ct

in
g 

da
ta

 to
 b

e 
tra

ns
m

itt
ed

 v
ia

 th
e 

A
xt

er
 P

op
ey

e 
sy

st
em

 o
f t

he
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

C
om

m
is

si
on

 
en

su
re

d 
a 

fu
lly

 a
ut

om
at

ed
 p

ro
ce

ss
 o

f 
ac

ce
pt

an
ce

, 
re

gi
st

ra
tio

n 
an

d 
ev

al
ua

tio
n 

of
 p

ro
je

ct
 a

pp
lic

at
io

ns
 u

nd
er

 t
he

 O
pe

ra
tio

na
l 

Pr
og

ra
m

m
e 

on
 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t o
f t

he
 F

is
he

rie
s 

Se
ct

or
 (O

PD
FS

) f
or

 th
e 

pe
rio

d 
20

07
–2

01
3 

an
d 

pr
ov

id
ed

 a
 s

ou
nd

 b
as

is
 fo

r t
he

 m
an

ag
em

en
t a

nd
 m

on
ito

rin
g 

of
 th

e 
pr

og
ra

m
m

e.
 T

he
 A

xt
er

 P
op

ey
e 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

sy
st

em
 is

 e
qu

ip
pe

d 
w

ith
 a

n 
in

te
rf

ac
e 

to
 th

e 
m

an
ag

em
en

t a
nd

 m
on

ito
rin

g 
sy

st
em

 fo
r t

he
 S

tru
ct

ur
al

 
Fu

nd
s 

an
d 

th
e 

C
oh

es
io

n 
Fu

nd
 o

f t
he

 E
ur

op
ea

n 
U

ni
on

 in
 B

ul
ga

ria
 (M

M
IS

) w
ith

 a
 v

ie
w

 to
 m

ak
in

g 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 a
dm

in
is

tra
tiv

e 
ar

ra
ng

em
en

ts
 fo

r 
co

op
er

at
io

n 
ad

 c
on

tro
l 

of
 t

he
 e

nt
ry

, u
pd

at
e 

an
d 

el
ec

tro
ni

c 
ex

ch
an

ge
 o

f 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
tw

o 
sy

st
em

s. 
D

es
ig

na
te

d 
of

fic
ia

ls
 f

ro
m

 t
he

 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 F

is
he

rie
s 

Fu
nd

 D
ire

ct
or

at
e 

ha
ve

 a
cc

es
s 

to
 b

ot
h 

th
e 

M
M

IS
 a

nd
 t

he
 I

nt
eg

ra
te

d 
A

dm
in

is
tra

tio
n 

an
d 

C
on

tro
l 

Sy
st

em
 (

IA
C

S)
 f

or
 t

he
 

pu
rp

os
es

 o
f t

he
 a

dm
in

is
tra

tiv
e 

ch
ec

ks
 c

on
du

ct
ed

 o
n 

pa
ym

en
ts

 re
qu

es
ts

 u
nd

er
 p

ro
je

ct
s 

im
pl

em
en

te
d 

un
de

r t
he

 O
pe

ra
tio

na
l P

ro
gr

am
m

e 
on

 R
ur

al
 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t (
O

PR
D

). 

Th
e 

Sp
ec

ia
lis

t 
D

ire
ct

or
at

e 
fo

r 
Fi

na
nc

ia
l 

In
te

lli
ge

nc
e 

of
 t

he
 S

ta
te

 A
ge

nc
y 

fo
r 

N
at

io
na

l 
Se

cu
rit

y 
(D

A
N

S)
 i

s 
a 

be
ne

fic
ia

ry
 u

nd
er

 a
 p

ro
je

ct
 

im
pl

em
en

te
d 

un
de

r 
th

e 
O

pe
ra

tio
na

l 
Pr

og
ra

m
m

e 
on

 A
dm

in
is

tra
tiv

e 
C

ap
ac

ity
 (

O
PA

C
) 

fo
r 

th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

of
 a

n 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
an

d 
co

m
m

un
ic

at
io

n 
sy

st
em

 a
nd

 a
 s

ec
ur

e 
w

eb
 p

or
ta

l f
or

 t
he

 p
ro

vi
si

on
 o

f 
el

ec
tr

on
ic

 s
er

vi
ce

s 
to

 t
he

 p
ub

lic
 a

dm
in

is
tr

at
io

n,
 b

us
in

es
se

s 
an

d 
ci

tiz
en

s 
in

 r
el

at
io

n 
to

 t
he

 i
m

pl
em

en
ta

tio
n 

of
 m

ea
su

re
s 

to
 c

om
ba

t 
m

on
ey

 l
au

nd
er

in
g 

an
d 

te
rr

or
is

t 
fin

an
ci

ng
. 

Th
e 

pr
oj

ec
t, 

w
ith

 a
 s

ch
ed

ul
ed

 
co

m
pl

et
io

n 
de

ad
lin

e 
in

 th
e 

se
co

nd
 h

al
f o

f 2
01

5,
 w

ill
 e

na
bl

e 
th

e 
pe

rs
on

s r
ef

er
re

d 
to

 in
 A

rti
cl

e 
3(

2)
 a

nd
 3

(3
) o

f t
he

 Z
M

IP
 to

 tr
an

sf
er

 e
le

ct
ro

ni
ca

lly
 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

on
 t

he
 p

er
fo

rm
an

ce
 o

f 
th

ei
r 

ob
lig

at
io

ns
 f

or
 t

he
 r

ep
or

tin
g 

of
 s

us
pi

ci
ou

s 
op

er
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 t
he

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
of

 i
nt

er
na

l r
ul

es
 o

n 
th

e 
co

nt
ro

l a
nd

 p
re

ve
nt

io
n 

of
 m

on
ey

 la
un

de
rin

g 
an

d 
te

rr
or

is
t f

in
an

ci
ng

, t
he

re
by

 a
cc

el
er

at
in

g 
an

d 
en

ha
nc

in
g 

th
e 

ef
fic

ie
nc

y 
of

 c
om

m
un

ic
at

io
n 

an
d 

th
e 

su
bs

eq
ue

nt
 p

ro
ce

ss
in

g 
of

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

by
 th

e 
Sp

ec
ia

lis
t A

dm
in

is
tra

tiv
e 

D
ire

ct
or

at
e 

Fi
na

nc
ia

l I
nt

el
lig

en
ce

 o
f t

he
 D

A
N

S.
 

Th
e 

B
ul

ga
ria

n 
Pr

os
ec

ut
or

’s
 O

ff
ic

e 
ha

s 
pu

t i
n 

pl
ac

e 
an

d 
is

 n
ow

 u
si

ng
 a

 S
in

gl
e 

In
fo

rm
at

io
n 

Sy
st

em
 (S

IS
), 

w
hi

ch
 e

na
bl

es
 th

e 
en

try
, s

to
ra

ge
 a

nd
 

tra
ce

ab
ili

ty
 o

f u
ni

fo
rm

 c
as

e 
an

d 
ot

he
r i

nf
or

m
at

io
n 

fr
om

 th
e 

in
st

itu
tio

n 
of

 p
ro

ce
ed

in
gs

 u
p 

to
 th

e 
is

su
an

ce
 o

f a
n 

in
ju

nc
tio

n 
in

 th
e 

ca
se

. A
 s

ep
ar

at
e 

fu
nc

tio
na

lit
y 

en
su

re
s 

th
at

 a
ll 

co
ur

t d
ec

is
io

ns
 a

re
 a

va
ila

bl
e 

(a
s 

el
ec

tro
ni

c 
at

ta
ch

m
en

ts
) 

in
 c

as
e 

fo
ld

er
s. 

D
ep

en
di

ng
 o

n 
ac

ce
ss

 a
ut

ho
ris

at
io

ns
, t

he
 

SI
S 

m
ay

 b
e 

us
ed

 b
y:

 

 
ea

ch
 p

ro
se

cu
to

r (
an

d 
in

ve
st

ig
at

in
g 

m
ag

is
tra

te
) a

t f
irs

t-i
ns

ta
nc

e 
le

ve
l f

or
 th

e 
pu

rp
os

es
 o

f t
he

 c
as

es
 a

nd
 p

ro
ce

ed
in

gs
 a

llo
ca

te
d 

to
 th

em
; 
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m

or
e 

se
ni

or
 p

ro
se

cu
to

rs
 fo

r t
he

 p
ur

po
se

s o
f c

on
du

ct
in

g 
ex

 o
ffi

ci
o 

ch
ec

ks
 a

nd
 c

as
e 

re
vi

ew
s;

 

 
th

e 
he

ad
s o

f t
he

 re
sp

ec
tiv

e 
pr

os
ec

ut
io

n 
of

fic
es

 fo
r t

he
 p

ur
po

se
s o

f a
dm

in
is

tra
tiv

e 
co

nt
ro

l, 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

th
e 

ch
ec

ks
 e

nv
is

ag
ed

 in
 th

e 
Ju

di
ci

ar
y 

A
ct

 (Z
SV

) t
o 

en
su

re
 c

om
pl

ia
nc

e 
w

ith
 th

e 
tim

e 
pe

rio
ds

 fo
r c

on
du

ct
in

g 
in

ve
st

ig
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 a
do

pt
in

g 
de

ci
si

on
s. 

Th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
el

ec
tro

ni
c 

re
gi

st
er

s h
av

e 
be

en
 d

ev
el

op
ed

 (o
n 

th
e 

ba
si

s o
f t

he
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
en

te
re

d 
in

to
 th

e 
SI
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 p
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r b
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, m
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 c
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 C
om

m
is

si
on

. A
s 

a 
re

su
lt,

 th
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r p
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t d
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 m
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at
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 c
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 f
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at
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 p
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ra
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at
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 d
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 c
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 c
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 c
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 d
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 C
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at
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’s
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te
nt
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e 
im
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in

g 
ap
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Fi
na

nc
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l A
ud
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C

om
m

itt
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, a
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in
g 
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 A

ud
it 

A
ut

ho
rit
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 th
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 O
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f 
th
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N
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s o
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Fi
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er
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7-

20
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 m
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g 
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e 
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r b
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e 
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C
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m

itt
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r p
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g 
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 d
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ai
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M

an
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, 
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d 
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he
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t 
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 c
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llo
w
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m
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 o
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in
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it 

C
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m
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s m
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n 
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 d
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 d
ur
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 c
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l 
A

ud
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C
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itt
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 c
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C

on
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in
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D
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 th
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pe
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en
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 P
ro

cu
re

m
en

t A
ut

ho
rit
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 th
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h 
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e 
ex

ch
an
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 o
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m

at
io

n 
an

d 
da
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 o

n 
th

ei
r a

ud
it 
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lts
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Fu
rth

er
m

or
e,

 th
e 

Fi
na

nc
ia

l A
ud

it 
C

om
m

itt
ee

 s
ub

m
its

, o
n 

a 
ha

lf-
ye

ar
ly

 b
as

is
, i

nf
or

m
at

io
n 

on
 it

s 
au

di
ts
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 th

e 
N

at
io

na
l A

nt
i-F

ra
ud

 C
oo

rd
in

at
or
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w

ho
 h
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 a
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o 

be
en

 d
es

ig
na

te
d 
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 A
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O

S 
fo

r 
G

re
ec

e,
 w

he
re
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 i

t 
al

so
 s

ub
m

its
, 
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 a

n 
an

nu
al

 b
as

is
, 

th
e 

re
su

lts
 o

f 
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 a
ud

its
 t

o 
th

e 
G

en
er

al
 

In
sp

ec
to

r o
f P

ub
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 A
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in
is

tra
tio

n.
 

Fi
na

lly
, t
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 F

in
an

ci
al

 A
ud

it 
C

om
m

itt
ee

, a
ct

in
g 
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 A

ud
it 

A
ut

ho
rit

y 
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rti
cl
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 o
f t
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 G

en
er

al
 R

eg
ul

at
io
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ra
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A

rti
cl
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61

 o
f t
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 R

eg
ul

at
io

n 
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 th
e 

O
P 

Fi
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er
ie

s 
20

07
-2

01
3,

 is
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 c
lo

se
 c

oo
pe
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tio

n 
w
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 a

ll 
au
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iti
es
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lv
ed
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 th

e 
M

an
ag

em
en

t a
nd

 
C

on
tro

l S
ys

te
m

 o
f t

he
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bo
ve

 P
ro

gr
am

m
es

, n
am

el
y 

th
e 

m
an

ag
in

g 
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iti
es
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 C
er
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ic

at
io
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A

ut
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rit
y 
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d 

th
e 
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l c
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n 
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O
R
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ir
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en

t 
an
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E

ne
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or
m

er
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in
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tr
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ur
al

 D
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el
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m
en
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an

d 
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 S
pe
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al

 M
an

ag
em

en
t S
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f t
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ur

al
 D

ev
el

op
m

en
t P
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m
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D
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A
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) 
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 th
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fie

ld
 o

f d
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a 
an

d 
in
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n 
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ch
an
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, t
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al
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an
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em
en

t S
er

vi
ce
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f t
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ur
al

 D
ev

el
op

m
en

t P
ro

gr
am

m
e 
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Y

D
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A
A

) w
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th
e 

N
at

io
na

l A
nt
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or

ru
pt

io
n 

C
oo

rd
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 (A
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O
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d 

un
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r L
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2/
21
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en
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ie
s 
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el
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 D
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or
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of
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e 

In
iti
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an
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m
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en
t 
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 t
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f 
R
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en
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rg
y.

 

Fu
rth
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ia
l M

an
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r t
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m
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ur
al

 D
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el
op
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op
er
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op
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, w

ith
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ud
it 
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es
, s
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th
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na

nc
ia

l 
an
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 C

rim
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ni
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O

E)
. I

n 
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 c
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ot
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f 

th
e 
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it 
U
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 o
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e 

Sp
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 D

ev
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e 
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 D

ev
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m
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t’ 
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m

e 
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n 

of
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te
d 
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e 
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rt 

of
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e 
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in
is
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e 
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si
st

an
ce

 is
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d 

fr
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e 
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m

pe
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Fi
na
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ia
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no
m
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e 

U
ni

t d
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en
t f

or
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 b
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w
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m
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 u
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w
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f t
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te
 p

os
si
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e 
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 re
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d 
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l i
nt
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 c
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m
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 p
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g 
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hi
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eg
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w
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m
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t b

e 
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 th
e 
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t s
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s 
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to
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 c
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 o
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or

, a
s 

w
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l a
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f f
ra
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th
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s f
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 d
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 D
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 p
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 p
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e 
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t m
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 c
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at
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 D
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 o

f d
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an
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n 
ex

ch
an

ge
, t

he
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ire
ct

or
at
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of

 A
ud

its
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nd
 In
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 o
f t
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 M

in
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f R
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st

ru
ct

io
n 

of
 P

ro
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hi
ch
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e 
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r c
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g 
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t e
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, o
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e-
sp

ot
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 d
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e 

fin
an
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ng

 s
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te
m
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nd

er
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e 

Eu
ro

pe
an

 A
gr

ic
ul

tu
ra

l G
ua

ra
nt

ee
 F

un
d 

(E
A

G
F)

, h
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 d
ev

el
op

ed
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ru

ct
ur

ed
 c

oo
pe

ra
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n 
w

ith
 o

th
er
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ut

ho
rit

ie
s. 
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 o
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at
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U
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 p

ar
ty

 is
 e

st
ab

lis
he

d 
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d 
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 c
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) t
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 d
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rm
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n 
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fo

r t
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ar

e 
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te
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In
 im

pl
em

en
ta

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
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ov
e 

A
rti

cl
e,

 M
em

be
r 

St
at

es
 m

us
t s

en
d 

to
 th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
 a

 li
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f 
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ne
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es
 e

st
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he
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in
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 th
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 c

ou
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, f
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nt

 in
 q
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io
n 
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s o
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ho

ul
d 
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ve

 b
ee

n 
pa

id
 o

r c
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le
ct

ed
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be
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iti

on
, u

nd
er

 R
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at

io
n 
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) N
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 D
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or
at
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M
in
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try

 o
f R

ec
on

st
ru

ct
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n 
of

 P
ro

du
ct

io
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 c
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ud
ed

 a
 M

em
or

an
du

m
 o

f C
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y 
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 C
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at
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an
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fie
ld

 o
f e
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l p
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s e
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s 

sa
fe

gu
ar

ds
 in

 th
e 

pr
og

ra
m

m
es

 o
f a

gr
i e

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l a

ct
io

ns
. I

n 
th

is
 w

ay
, t

he
 s

ta
ge

s 
w

hi
ch

 in
vo

lv
e 

th
e 

hu
m

an
 fa

ct
or

 a
re

 re
du

ce
d,

 
el

ig
ib

ili
ty

 f
or

 a
id

 t
o 

pr
od

uc
er

s 
an

d 
th

e 
de

cl
ar

ed
 a

re
as

 a
nd

/o
r 

an
im

al
s 

is
 e

ns
ur

ed
, d

ou
bl

e 
fu

nd
in

g 
of

 p
ar

ce
ls

 o
r 

pr
od

uc
er

s 
is

 a
vo

id
ed

 a
nd

, i
n 

ge
ne

ra
l, 

op
po

rtu
ni

tie
s f

or
 fr

au
d 

w
hi

ch
 w

ou
ld

 n
eg

at
iv

el
y 

af
fe

ct
 th

e 
fin

an
ci

al
 in

te
re

st
s o

f t
he

 E
U

, a
re

 re
du

ce
d.

 

A
U

T
H

O
R

IT
Y

 -
 M

in
is

tr
y 

of
 R

ec
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
of

 P
ro

du
ct

io
n,

 E
nv

ir
on

m
en

t 
an

d 
E

ne
rg

y 
(F

or
m

er
 M

in
is

tr
y 

of
 R

ur
al

 D
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
an

d 
Fo

od
) -

 D
ir

ec
to

ra
te

 fo
r 

Pr
og

ra
m

m
in

g 
an

d 
A

pp
lic

at
io

ns
 

In
 o

rd
er

 to
 e

ns
ur

e 
th

e 
ef

fe
ct

iv
en

es
s o

f: 
(a

) r
eg

ul
ar

 in
sp

ec
tio

ns
 o

f t
he

 a
pp

ro
ve

d 
in

ve
st

m
en

t s
ch

em
es

, a
s l

ai
d 

do
w

n 
in

 th
e 

C
om

m
un

ity
 a

nd
 n

at
io

na
l 

in
st

itu
tio

na
l f

ra
m

ew
or

k,
 w

hi
ch

 a
re

 c
ar

rie
d 

ou
t d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
ce

rti
fic

at
io

n 
pr

oc
es

s 
of

 e
xp

en
di

tu
re

s 
fo

r a
id

 p
ay

m
en

t, 
as

 w
el

l a
s 

du
rin

g 
th

e 
lo

ng
-te

rm
 

ob
lig

at
io

ns
 o

f 
au

th
or

iti
es

; a
nd

 (
b)

 u
ns

ch
ed

ul
ed

 in
sp

ec
tio

ns
 c

ar
rie

d 
ou

t f
ol

lo
w

in
g 

co
m

pl
ai

nt
s 

(e
.g

. H
el

le
ni

c 
Fo

od
 A

ut
ho

rit
y 

(E
FE

T)
, F

in
an

ci
al

 
an

d 
Ec

on
om

ic
 C

rim
e 

U
ni

t 
(S

D
O

E)
 a

nd
 o

th
er

 a
ut

ho
rit

ie
s 

an
d/

or
 p

riv
at

e 
pe

rs
on

s)
, t

he
 D

ire
ct

or
at

e 
fo

r 
Pr

og
ra

m
m

in
g 

an
d 

A
pp

lic
at

io
ns

 o
f 

th
e 

M
in

is
try

 o
f 

R
ec

on
st

ru
ct

io
n 

of
 P

ro
du

ct
io

n 
he

ld
 a

 t
ra

in
in

g 
se

m
in

ar
 i

n 
20

13
 i

n 
ea

ch
 R

eg
io

n/
R

eg
io

na
l 

U
ni

t, 
ad

dr
es

se
d 

to
 t

he
 m

em
be

rs
 o

f 
th

e 
co

m
pe

te
nt

 M
on

ito
rin

g 
C

om
m

itt
ee

s 
of

 I
nv

es
tm

en
t S

ch
em

es
, i

n 
or

de
r 

to
 in

fo
rm

 th
em

 o
n 

th
e 

au
di

t p
ro

ce
du

re
, s

o 
as

 to
 s

af
eg

ua
rd

 n
at

io
na

l a
nd
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C
om

m
un

ity
 fi

na
nc

ia
l i

nt
er

es
ts

. 

N
ot

e 
th

at
 th

e 
re

gu
la

r i
ns

pe
ct

io
ns

 c
ar

rie
d 

ou
t b

y 
M

on
ito

rin
g 

C
om

m
itt

ee
s 

du
rin

g 
th

e 
lo

ng
-te

rm
 o

bl
ig

at
io

ns
 o

f b
od

ie
s, 

ar
e 

an
nu

al
 a

nd
 a

re
 c

ar
rie

d 
ou

t o
n 

al
l s

ub
si

di
se

d 
un

its
 fo

r: 

(a
) f

iv
e 

ye
ar

s f
or

 m
ac

hi
ne

ry
 a

nd
 te

n 
ye

ar
s f

or
 su

bs
id

is
ed

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
, u

nd
er

 in
ve

st
m

en
t p

la
ns

 in
cl

ud
ed

 a
nd

 im
pl

em
en

te
d 

in
 th

e 
co

nt
ex

t o
f M

ea
su

re
 

2.
1 

of
 th

e 
O

pe
ra

tio
na

l P
ro

gr
am

m
e 

R
ur

al
 D

ev
el

op
m

en
t –

 R
ur

al
 R

es
tru

ct
ur

in
g 

(E
PA

A
 &

 A
Y

 2
00

0-
20

06
); 

an
d 

(b
) f

iv
e 

ye
ar

s b
ot

h 
fo

r s
ub

si
di

se
d 

m
ac

hi
ne

ry
 a

nd
 s

ub
si

di
se

d 
bu

ild
in

gs
 u

nd
er

 in
ve

st
m

en
t p

la
ns

 w
hi

ch
 h

av
e 

be
en

 in
cl

ud
ed

 in
 M

ea
su

re
 1

23
Α

 o
f t

he
 

R
ur

al
 D

ev
el

op
m

en
t P

ro
gr

am
m

e 
(P

A
A

) 2
00

7-
20

13
. 

Th
e 

in
sp

ec
tio

ns
 c

ar
rie

d 
ou

t o
n 

al
l i

ns
pe

ct
ed

 e
st

ab
lis

hm
en

ts
 re

ce
iv

in
g 

ai
d 

un
de

r M
ea

su
re

 2
.1

 o
f t

he
 O

pe
ra

tio
na

l P
ro

gr
am

m
e 

R
ur

al
 D

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

– 
R

ur
al

 R
es

tru
ct

ur
in

g 
(E

PA
A

 &
 A

Y
 2

00
0-

20
06

) 
fr

om
 th

e 
co

m
pe

te
nt

 M
on

ito
rin

g 
C

om
m

itt
ee

s, 
in

 r
el

at
io

n 
to

 c
om

pl
ia

nc
e 

w
ith

 th
e 

co
nt

ra
ct

ua
l 

ob
lig

at
io

ns
 o

f 
op

er
at

or
s 

af
te

r 
th

e 
im

pl
em

en
ta

tio
n 

of
 in

ve
st

m
en

t p
la

ns
 a

nd
 th

e 
en

try
 o

f 
es

ta
bl

is
hm

en
ts

 in
to

 o
pe

ra
tio

n,
 h

av
e 

le
d 

to
 f

in
di

ng
s 

in
 

ce
rta

in
 c

as
es

, s
uc

h 
as

 d
is

co
nt

in
ua

tio
n 

of
 o

pe
ra

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
es

ta
bl

is
hm

en
ts

 b
ef

or
e 

th
e 

en
d 

of
 th

e 
fiv

e-
ye

ar
 p

er
io

d 
fo

r c
om

pl
et

io
n 

of
 th

e 
w

or
ks

, l
ea

se
 

of
 p

re
m

is
es

, 
op

er
at

in
g 

fo
r 

a 
pu

rp
os

e 
ot

he
r 

th
an

 t
he

 o
ne

 s
ub

si
di

se
d,

 e
tc

. 
W

ith
 r

eg
ar

d 
to

 t
he

se
 p

ro
je

ct
s, 

th
e 

D
ire

ct
or

at
e 

in
 q

ue
st

io
n 

ha
s 

im
pl

em
en

te
d 

a 
re

co
ve

ry
 p

ro
ce

ss
 o

f t
he

 p
ub

lic
 e

xp
en

di
tu

re
 p

ai
d,

 in
 a

cc
or

da
nc

e 
w

ith
 a

pp
lic

ab
le

 le
gi

sl
at

io
n.

 

In
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

, i
n 

th
e 

co
nt

ex
t 

of
 d

at
a 

an
d 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

ex
ch

an
ge

, i
ss

ue
s 

re
la

te
d 

to
 t

he
 i

ns
tit

ut
io

na
l 

fr
am

ew
or

k 
of

 M
ea

su
re

s 
2.

1 
an

d 
12

3Α
, t

he
 

pr
oc

ed
ur

e 
fo

r 
th

e 
ex

er
ci

se
 o

f 
th

e 
D

ire
ct

or
at

e’
s 

co
m

pe
te

nc
es

, t
he

 d
ep

ar
tm

en
ts

 w
ith

 w
hi

ch
 th

e 
D

ire
ct

or
at

e 
w

or
ks

 in
 o

rd
er

 to
 c

ou
nt

er
 f

ra
ud

, t
he

 
m

et
ho

d 
fo

r 
ha

nd
lin

g 
co

m
pl

ai
nt

s 
an

d 
th

e 
pr

ob
le

m
s 

fa
ce

d 
by

 t
he

 D
ire

ct
or

at
e 

as
 I

m
pl

em
en

tin
g 

B
od

y 
of

 t
he

 a
fo

re
m

en
tio

ne
d 

m
ea

su
re

s, 
w

er
e 

di
sc

us
se

d 
du

rin
g 

a 
m

ee
tin

g 
he

ld
 in

 O
ct

ob
er

 2
01

4 
w

ith
 m

em
be

rs
 o

f t
he

 C
oo

rd
in

at
in

g 
B

od
y 

fo
r c

om
ba

tin
g 

fr
au

d.
 

In
 t

he
 c

on
te

xt
 o

f 
its

 c
om

pe
te

nc
es

, 
th

e 
D

ire
ct

or
at

e 
in

 q
ue

st
io

n 
co

op
er

at
es

 w
ith

 o
th

er
 a

ud
it 

se
rv

ic
es

 u
nd

er
 P

re
si

de
nt

ia
l 

D
ec

re
e 

10
7/

20
14

 
(G

ov
er

nm
en

t G
az

et
te

, S
er

ie
s I

, N
o 

17
4)

, a
s w

el
l a

s w
ith

 th
e 

Fi
na

nc
ia

l a
nd

 E
co

no
m

ic
 C

rim
e 

U
ni

t (
SD

O
E)

, e
xa

m
in

in
g 

th
e 

au
di

t r
ep

or
ts

 su
bm

itt
ed

 
th

er
et

o 
by

 th
es

e 
se

rv
ic

es
 a

nd
 im

pl
em

en
tin

g 
pr

oc
ed

ur
es

 fo
r t

he
 re

co
ve

ry
 o

f n
at

io
na

l o
r E

U
 fu

nd
s, 

w
he

n 
de

em
ed

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
. 

A
U

T
H

O
R

IT
Y

 - 
H

el
le

ni
c 

Po
lic

e 
 

1.
 C

om
ba

tin
g 

ec
on

om
ic

 c
rim

e 
is

 a
 k

ey
 p

rio
rit

y 
of

 th
e 

H
el

le
ni

c 
Po

lic
e,

 a
s 

se
t o

ut
 b

ot
h 

in
 th

e 
N

ew
 S

tr
at

eg
ic

 O
pe

ra
tio

na
l P

ro
gr

am
m

e 
of

 t
he

 
H

el
le

ni
c 

Po
lic

e 
fo

r 
th

e 
pe

ri
od

 2
01

5-
20

49
 a

nd
 in

 th
e 

E
co

no
m

ic
 P

ol
ic

y 
of

 th
e 

H
el

le
ni

c 
Po

lic
e 

H
ea

dq
ua

rt
er

s, 
w

hi
ch

 w
as

 d
ra

w
n 

up
 in

 M
ar

ch
 

20
13

. I
n 

pa
rti

cu
la

r, 
th

e 
St

ra
te

gi
c 

O
pe

ra
tio

na
l P

ro
gr

am
m

e 
se

ts
 o

ut
 in

di
vi

du
al

 g
en

er
al

 a
ct

io
ns

 f
or

 th
e 

ef
fe

ct
iv

e 
co

m
ba

tin
g 

of
 e

co
no

m
ic

 c
rim

e,
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in
cl

ud
in

g,
 in

te
r a

lia
, c

ou
nt

er
in

g 
in

te
rn

at
io

na
l c

rim
es

 a
nd

 fr
au

d,
 a

s w
el

l a
s c

ou
nt

er
in

g 
ill

eg
al

 a
id

 u
nd

er
 n

at
io

na
l a

nd
 E

U
 re

so
ur

ce
s. 

 

In
 a

dd
iti

on
, 

th
e 

Ec
on

om
ic

 P
ol

ic
y 

of
 t

he
 H

el
le

ni
c 

Po
lic

e 
H

ea
dq

ua
rte

rs
 e

st
ab

lis
he

s 
co

m
ba

tin
g 

fr
au

d 
ag

ai
ns

t 
th

e 
G

re
ek

 S
ta

te
 a

nd
 a

ga
in

st
 t

he
 

in
te

re
st

s 
of

 t
he

 E
ur

op
ea

n 
U

ni
on

 a
s 

on
e 

of
 t

he
 k

ey
 o

bj
ec

tiv
es

 w
ith

 r
eg

ar
d 

to
 f

ra
ud

, s
et

tin
g 

sp
ec

ifi
c 

ta
rg

et
ed

 a
ct

io
ns

 i
n 

or
de

r 
to

 a
ch

ie
ve

 t
he

 
ob

je
ct

iv
e 

pu
rs

ue
d.

  

2.
 R

eg
ar

di
ng

 th
e 

sp
ec

ifi
c 

is
su

es
 ra

is
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
ns

, t
he

 H
el

le
ni

c 
Po

lic
e 

no
te

s t
he

 fo
llo

w
in

g:
 

Th
is

 r
ec

om
m

en
da

tio
n 

fo
cu

se
s, 

in
te

r 
al

ia
, i

n 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

 c
oo

rd
in

at
io

n 
be

tw
ee

n 
co

m
pe

te
nt

 a
ut

ho
rit

ie
s. 

In
 th

is
 c

on
te

xt
, t

ak
in

g 
ac

co
un

t o
f 

th
e 

fa
ct

 
th

at
 c

ig
ar

et
te

 sm
ug

gl
in

g 
is

 a
 c

rim
in

al
 a

ct
iv

ity
 d

et
rim

en
ta

l t
o 

th
e 

ec
on

om
ic

 in
te

re
st

s o
f t

he
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

U
ni

on
, p

le
as

e 
no

te
 th

at
: 

A
n 

In
te

r-
m

in
is

te
ri

al
 S

te
er

in
g 

C
om

m
itt

ee
, c

om
pr

is
in

g 
th

e 
G

en
er

al
 S

ec
re

ta
ria

t o
f P

ub
lic

 R
ev

en
ue

, t
he

 H
el

le
ni

c 
Po

lic
e 

C
hi

ef
, t

he
 C

hi
ef

 o
f t

he
 

H
el

le
ni

c 
C

oa
st

 G
ua

rd
 a

nd
 th

e 
D

ire
ct

or
-G

en
er

al
 o

f C
us

to
m

s 
an

d 
Ex

ci
se

 D
ut

ie
s, 

w
as

 e
st

ab
lis

he
d 

in
 2

01
4 

fo
r t

he
 s

ur
ve

ill
an

ce
 a

nd
 m

on
ito

rin
g 

of
 

th
e 

pr
ep

ar
at

io
n 

an
d 

im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
of

 a
 c

om
pr

eh
en

si
ve

 st
ra

te
gy

 a
nd

 a
 c

oo
rd

in
at

ed
 a

ct
io

n 
pl

an
 in

 o
rd

er
 to

 c
ou

nt
er

 c
ig

ar
et

te
 sm

ug
gl

in
g.

 N
ot

e 
th

at
 

th
e 

C
om

m
itt

ee
 i

n 
qu

es
tio

n 
w

as
 e

st
ab

lis
he

d 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

a 
pr

op
os

al
 i

nc
lu

de
d 

in
 a

 R
ep

or
t 

of
 t

he
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

C
om

m
is

si
on

 a
nd

 t
he

 I
nt

er
na

tio
na

l 
M

on
et

ar
y 

Fu
nd

 in
 c

oo
pe

ra
tio

n 
w

ith
 th

e 
G

re
ek

 C
us

to
m

s A
dm

in
is

tra
tio

n,
 in

 o
rd

er
 to

 c
ou

nt
er

 c
ig

ar
et

te
 sm

ug
gl

in
g.

 

A
t t

he
 s

am
e 

tim
e,

 a
 ‘

M
ul

tid
is

ci
pl

in
ar

y 
T

as
k 

Fo
rc

e’
 w

as
 e

st
ab

lis
he

d 
in

 o
rd

er
 to

 f
ac

ili
ta

te
 th

e 
w

or
k 

of
 th

e 
C

om
m

itt
ee

 in
 q

ue
st

io
n,

 w
ith

 th
e 

pa
rti

ci
pa

tio
n 

of
 t

w
o 

(2
) 

re
pr

es
en

ta
tiv

es
 f

ro
m

 e
ac

h 
A

ut
ho

rit
y 

in
vo

lv
ed

, 
w

ho
 a

re
 r

es
po

ns
ib

le
 f

or
 a

dm
in

is
tra

tiv
e 

an
d 

op
er

at
io

na
l  

m
at

te
rs

, 
re

sp
ec

tiv
el

y.
  

Th
e 

im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
of

 th
is

 in
iti

at
iv

e 
br

ou
gh

t t
he

 fo
llo

w
in

g 
re

su
lts

:  

(a
) A

n 
A

ct
io

n 
Pl

an
 w

as
 s

ig
ne

d 
du

rin
g 

th
e 

2nd
 m

ee
tin

g 
of

 th
e 

In
te

r-
m

in
is

te
ri

al
 C

om
m

itt
ee

 o
n 

27
 A

ug
us

t 2
01

4,
 d

ra
w

n-
up

 u
nd

er
 re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
y 

of
 th

e 
M

ul
tid

is
ci

pl
in

ar
y 

Ta
sk

 F
or

ce
, w

hi
ch

 h
ad

 re
ce

iv
ed

 a
n 

or
de

r t
o 

pr
ep

ar
e 

it.
 T

he
 A

ct
io

n 
Pl

an
 e

st
ab

lis
he

d 
a 

N
at

io
na

l S
tr

at
eg

y 
fo

r c
om

ba
tin

g 
th

e 
ill

eg
al

 p
ro

du
ct

io
n 

an
d 

m
ar

ke
tin

g 
of

 t
ob

ac
co

 p
ro

du
ct

s 
an

d 
se

t 
in

di
vi

du
al

 t
ar

ge
ts

 t
o 

th
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rd

in
at

io
n 

O
ff

ic
e 

of
 th

e 
C

en
tra

l O
ff

ic
e 

of
 N

A
V

 (
A

FC
O

S)
, i

nf
or

m
at

io
n 

an
d 

da
ta

 o
n 

th
e 

in
ve

st
ig

at
io

ns
 o

rd
er

ed
 b

y 
O

LA
F 

ar
e 

pr
ov

id
ed

 b
y 

M
V

H
 e

le
ct

ro
ni

ca
lly

 o
n 

an
 in

te
rf

ac
e 

ac
ce

ss
ib

le
 o

n 
th

e 
in

te
rn

et
 o

n 
th

e 
ba

si
s o

f a
ut

ho
ris

at
io

n.
 

 2.
 C

oo
pe

ra
tio

n 
w

ith
 N

A
V

: 
2(

a)
 C

o-
op

er
at

io
n 

w
ith

 o
ne

 o
f i

ts
 d

iv
is

io
ns

, A
FC

O
S:

 

Th
e 

co
op

er
at

io
n 

se
rv

in
g 

to
 p

ro
te

ct
 th

e 
EU

’s
 fi

na
nc

ia
l i

nt
er

es
ts

 c
ov

er
s 

th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
ar

ea
s 

on
 th

e 
ba

si
s 

of
 a

 w
rit

te
n 

ag
re

em
en

t (
M

V
H

 d
oc

. I
D

: 
D

SZ
/2

6-
20

11
): 

• 
m

ut
ua

l p
ro

vi
si

on
 o

f i
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
on

 le
gi

sl
at

iv
e 

an
d 

le
gi

sl
at

io
n-

am
en

di
ng

 in
iti

at
iv

es
 to

 e
ac

h 
ot

he
r; 

• 
re

vi
ew

 b
y 

A
FC

O
S 

of
 th

e 
irr

eg
ul

ar
ity

 re
po

rts
 o

f M
V

H
 fr

om
 th

e 
po

in
t o

f v
ie

w
 o

f q
ua

lit
y 

as
su

ra
nc

e 
to

 b
e 

se
nt

 to
 O

LA
F;

 

• 
su

pp
or

t p
ro

vi
de

d 
by

 A
FC

O
S 

to
 th

e 
us

e 
of

 th
e 

Ir
re

gu
la

rit
y 

M
an

ag
em

en
t S

ys
te

m
 (I

M
S)

; 

• 
ba

se
d 

on
 re

qu
es

ts
 b

y 
A

FC
O

S,
 p

ro
vi

si
on

 o
f i

nf
or

m
at

io
n 

an
d 

da
ta

 b
y 

M
V

H
 in

 c
on

ne
ct

io
n 

w
ith

 in
ve

st
ig

at
io

ns
 o

rd
er

ed
 b

y 
O

LA
F;

 

• 
de

liv
er

y 
of

 p
ro

fe
ss

io
na

l o
pi

ni
on

 a
t t

he
 re

qu
es

t o
f M

V
H

, d
ra

fti
ng

 o
f r

ec
om

m
en

da
tio

ns
 a

nd
 p

ro
vi

si
on

 o
f e

xp
er

ie
nc

e 
by

 A
FC

O
S;

 

• 
po

ss
ib

ili
ty

 th
at

 A
FC

O
S 

be
co

m
es

 fa
m

ili
ar

 w
ith

 th
e 

fin
di

ng
s o

f e
xt

er
na

l i
ns

pe
ct

io
n 

bo
di

es
 a

ff
ec

tin
g 

M
V

H
 a

nd
 a

ss
oc

ia
te

d 
w

ith
 th

e 
su

bj
ec

t-
m

at
te

r o
f t

he
 a

gr
ee

m
en

t; 

• 
pr

ov
is

io
n 

of
 a

 p
os

si
bi

lit
y 

fo
r t

he
 o

th
er

 p
ar

ty
 to

 p
ar

tic
ip

at
e 

in
 tr

ai
ni

ng
s, 

co
nf

er
en

ce
s 

an
d 

ex
ch

an
ge

s 
of

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

se
rv

in
g 

to
 p

ro
te

ct
 th

e 
EU

’s
 fi

na
nc

ia
l i

nt
er

es
ts

; 

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:1828/2006;Nr:1828;Year:2006&comp=
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:883/2013;Nr:883;Year:2013&comp=
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• 
m

ut
ua

l p
ro

vi
si

on
 o

f i
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
ab

ou
t t

he
 m

ee
tin

gs
 o

f t
he

 C
om

m
is

si
on

 re
la

tin
g 

to
 th

e 
pr

ot
ec

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
EU

’s
 fi

na
nc

ia
l i

nt
er

es
ts

, w
hi

ch
 

w
er

e 
at

te
nd

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
re

pr
es

en
ta

tiv
es

 o
f t

he
 p

ar
tie

s. 

2(
b)

 C
oo

pe
ra

tio
n 

w
ith

 th
e 

en
tir

e 
of

fic
e 

(N
A

V
): 

Th
e 

co
op

er
at

io
n,

 o
n 

th
e 

ba
si

s 
of

 a
 w

rit
te

n 
ag

re
em

en
t (

M
V

H
 d

oc
. I

D
.: 

D
SZ

/7
5-

20
13

 a
nd

 D
SZ

/7
5-

20
13

/1
), 

co
ve

rs
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

ar
ea

s 
re

ga
rd

in
g 

th
e 

irr
eg

ul
ar

iti
es

 fo
un

d 
am

on
g 

th
e 

cl
ie

nt
s o

f M
V

H
: 

• 
D

eb
ts

 o
w

ed
 t

o 
M

V
H

 a
s 

a 
su

pp
or

t 
bo

dy
 f

or
 a

gr
ic

ul
tu

ra
l 

an
d 

ru
ra

l 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
(a

id
 u

se
d 

w
ith

ou
t 

au
th

or
is

at
io

n 
an

d 
ot

he
r 

pa
ym

en
t 

ob
lig

at
io

ns
) a

re
 d

ee
m

ed
 p

ub
lic

 d
eb

ts
 th

at
 m

ay
 b

e 
co

lle
ct

ed
 a

s t
ax

es
, a

nd
 th

ey
 a

re
 c

ol
le

ct
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

ta
xa

tio
n 

bo
dy

 o
f N

A
V

 o
n 

th
e 

ba
si

s o
f t

he
 d

at
a 

pr
ov

id
ed

 b
y 

M
V

H
, w

ith
 th

e 
ex

ce
pt

io
ns

 d
ef

in
ed

 in
 th

e 
re

le
va

nt
 a

ct
. 

• 
In

 c
on

ne
ct

io
n 

w
ith

 t
he

 i
ns

pe
ct

io
n 

of
 t

he
 e

xp
or

t 
re

fu
nd

 s
ys

te
m

 o
f 

ag
ric

ul
tu

ra
l 

an
d 

fo
od

 p
ro

du
ct

s 
an

d 
su

bs
eq

ue
nt

 i
ns

pe
ct

io
ns

, 
N

A
V

 
co

nd
uc

ts
 in

sp
ec

tio
ns

 a
nd

 in
fo

rm
s 

M
V

H
 a

bo
ut

 ir
re

gu
la

rit
ie

s 
fo

un
d 

du
rin

g 
su

ch
 in

sp
ec

tio
ns

. M
V

H
 in

fo
rm

s 
N

A
V

 a
bo

ut
 it

s 
m

ea
su

re
s 

ta
ke

n 
in

 
co

nn
ec

tio
n 

w
ith

 th
e 

irr
eg

ul
ar

iti
es

 fo
un

d.
 

D
ur

in
g 

co
op

er
at

io
n,

 th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
IT

 d
ev

ic
es

 a
nd

 to
ol

s a
re

 to
 b

e 
m

en
tio

ne
d 

sp
ec

ifi
ca

lly
: 

• 
D

at
a 

is
 tr

an
sf

er
re

d 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
pa

rti
es

 e
le

ct
ro

ni
ca

lly
, a

cc
or

di
ng

 to
 th

e 
da

ta
 st

ru
ct

ur
e 

la
id

 d
ow

n 
in

 th
e 

ag
re

em
en

t. 

 3.
 

M
ai

nt
ai

ni
ng

 a
nd

 im
pr

ov
in

g 
ef

fic
ie

nt
 a

nd
 su

cc
es

sf
ul

 c
oo

pe
ra

tio
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

in
st

itu
tio

na
l s

ta
ke

ho
ld

er
s c

on
ce

rn
ed

 w
ith

 re
sp

ec
t t

o 
th

e 
pr

ev
en

tio
n,

 
de

te
ct

io
n,

 sa
nc

tio
ni

ng
 a

nd
 d

et
er

re
nc

e 
of

 fr
au

d 
an

d 
co

rr
up

tio
n 

en
jo

ys
 h

ig
h 

pr
io

rit
y;

 to
 th

is
 e

nd
, t

he
 in

st
itu

tio
na

l s
ys

te
m

 fo
r s

up
po

rt 
po

lic
y 

an
d 

th
e 

in
ve

st
ig

at
in

g 
au

th
or

ity
 b

eg
an

 c
on

su
lta

tio
ns

 in
 th

e 
pr

og
ra

m
m

in
g 

pe
rio

d 
of

 2
01

4 
to

 2
02

0 
in

 o
rd

er
 to

 e
nt

er
 in

to
 a

 fo
rm

al
 c

oo
pe

ra
tio

n 
ag

re
em

en
t. 

Th
e 

dr
af

tin
g 

of
 a

 C
oo

pe
ra

tio
n 

A
gr

ee
m

en
t b

et
w

ee
n 

th
e 

Pr
im

e 
M

in
is

te
r’

s 
O

ff
ic

e 
an

d 
A

FC
O

S 
be

ga
n 

al
re

ad
y 

in
 2

01
4 

in
 o

rd
er

 to
 e

ns
ur

e 
th

at
 in

 
co

nn
ec

tio
n 

w
ith

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t p
ro

je
ct

s 
im

pl
em

en
te

d 
w

ith
 th

e 
co

-f
in

an
ci

ng
 o

f t
he

 E
U

, t
he

 a
nt

i-f
ra

ud
 a

w
ar

en
es

s 
ha

s 
th

e 
hi

gh
es

t p
os

si
bl

e 
le

ve
l i

n 
th

e 
in

st
itu

tio
na

l s
ys

te
m

 fo
r d

ev
el

op
m

en
t p

ol
ic

y 
in

 o
rd

er
 to

 s
uc

ce
ss

fu
lly

 p
re

ve
nt

 a
nd

 to
 fa

ci
lit

at
e 

th
e 

de
te

ct
io

n 
of

 fr
au

d 
af

fe
ct

in
g 

th
e 

bu
dg

et
s 

of
 

H
un

ga
ry

 a
nd

 th
e 

EU
. 

Th
e 

st
ak

eh
ol

de
rs

 in
 th

e 
in

st
itu

tio
na

l s
ys

te
m

 fo
r s

up
po

rt 
po

lic
y 

us
e 

th
e 

el
ec

tro
ni

c 
sy

st
em

 d
ev

el
op

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
C

om
m

is
si

on
, t

he
 IM

S,
 fo

r r
ep

or
tin

g 
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irr
eg

ul
ar

iti
es

. 

Th
e 

IT
 s

ys
te

m
 la

un
ch

ed
 in

 2
01

4 
an

d 
al

lo
w

in
g 

ac
ce

ss
 to

 E
U

 te
nd

er
 fu

nd
s 

in
 th

e 
pe

rio
d 

of
 2

01
4 

to
 2

02
0,

 th
e 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t P
ol

ic
y 

D
at

ab
as

e 
an

d 
In

fo
rm

at
io

n 
Sy

st
em

 (F
A

IR
), 

is
 a

n 
el

ec
tro

ni
c 

ad
m

in
is

tra
tio

n 
in

te
rf

ac
e 

fo
r t

en
de

rs
, w

hi
ch

 h
el

ps
 b

id
de

rs
 h

an
dl

e 
va

rio
us

 ta
sk

s r
el

at
ed

 to
 te

nd
er

s a
nd

 
pr

oj
ec

ts
 b

y 
m

ea
ns

 o
f a

 s
in

gl
e 

cu
st

om
is

ed
 in

te
rf

ac
e.

 T
he

 g
re

at
es

t i
nn

ov
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
sy

st
em

 is
 th

at
 it

 is
 c

on
ne

ct
ed

 to
 a

 fe
w

 a
ut

he
nt

ic
 d

at
ab

as
es

 (o
f 

N
A

V
, 

th
e 

C
ou

rt 
of

 R
eg

is
tra

tio
n 

an
d 

th
e 

La
nd

 R
eg

is
try

 O
ff

ic
e)

, 
th

us
 u

si
ng

 t
he

se
 d

at
ab

as
es

, 
bi

dd
er

s 
ca

n 
re

qu
es

t 
th

e 
ne

ce
ss

ar
y 

do
cu

m
en

ts
 

el
ec

tro
ni

ca
lly

 a
nd

 a
ut

om
at

ic
al

ly
. 

M
T

 
A

lth
ou

gh
 t

he
 M

an
ag

in
g 

A
ut

ho
rit

y 
is

 n
ot

 t
he

 c
om

pe
te

nt
 b

od
y 

at
 l

aw
 t

o 
es

ta
bl

is
h 

w
he

th
er

 c
as

es
 o

f 
su

sp
ec

te
d 

fr
au

d 
ar

e 
ac

tu
al

ly
 c

as
es

 o
f 

es
ta

bl
is

he
d 

fr
au

d,
 if

 d
ur

in
g 

its
 m

an
ag

em
en

t v
er

ifi
ca

tio
ns

 it
 e

nc
ou

nt
er

s 
‘r

ed
 f

la
gs

’ 
or

 c
as

es
 o

f 
irr

eg
ul

ar
iti

es
 w

hi
ch

 c
ou

ld
 p

ot
en

tia
lly

 b
e 

ta
in

te
d 

w
ith

 fr
au

d,
 th

e 
M

an
ag

in
g 

A
ut

ho
rit

y 
re

po
rts

 s
uc

h 
in

st
an

ce
s t

o 
A

FC
O

S 
(M

al
ta

). 
Th

us
, i

n 
br

in
gi

ng
 to

 th
e 

at
te

nt
io

n 
of

 A
FC

O
S 

(M
al

ta
) t

he
 re

le
va

nt
 

fa
ct

s 
w

hi
ch

 c
ou

ld
 p

ot
en

tia
lly

 e
nc

om
pa

ss
 s

us
pe

ct
ed

 f
ra

ud
, t

he
 M

an
ag

in
g 

A
ut

ho
rit

y 
pr

om
pt

s 
fu

rth
er

 i
nv

es
tig

at
io

n 
by

 t
hi

s 
bo

dy
. T

o 
m

ak
e 

th
e 

lia
is

on
 p

ro
ce

ss
 b

et
w

ee
n 

th
e 

M
an

ag
in

g 
A

ut
ho

rit
y 

an
d/

or
 i

ts
 s

ta
ke

ho
ld

er
s 

an
d 

A
FC

O
S 

(M
al

ta
) 

m
or

e 
ro

bu
st

, t
he

 ‘
M

an
ua

l 
of

 P
ro

ce
du

re
s’

 w
as

 
re

vi
se

d 
to

 f
or

m
al

ly
 in

cl
ud

e 
th

e 
pr

oc
ed

ur
e 

to
 b

e 
un

de
rta

ke
n 

in
 th

e 
ev

en
t o

f 
su

sp
ic

io
n 

of
 f

ra
ud

; t
he

 p
ro

ce
du

re
 h

ig
hl

ig
ht

s 
th

e 
au

th
or

ity
 le

ve
ls

, 
re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
ie

s f
or

 a
ct

io
n 

an
d 

re
po

rti
ng

 li
ne

s. 
 

 

In
 a

dd
iti

on
, a

ll 
irr

eg
ul

ar
iti

es
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

by
 th

e 
M

an
ag

in
g 

A
ut

ho
rit

y 
an

d/
or

 it
s 

st
ak

eh
ol

de
rs

 a
re

 s
ub

m
itt

ed
 to

 A
FC

O
S 

(M
al

ta
). 

Th
es

e 
irr

eg
ul

ar
iti

es
 

ar
e 

up
lo

ad
ed

 o
n 

th
e 

St
ru

ct
ur

al
 F

un
ds

 D
at

ab
as

e 
ad

m
in

is
te

re
d 

by
 t

he
 M

an
ag

in
g 

A
ut

ho
rit

y.
 O

nc
e 

th
e 

irr
eg

ul
ar

iti
es

 a
re

 s
ub

m
itt

ed
 t

o 
A

FC
O

S 
(M

al
ta

), 
th

e 
M

an
ag

in
g 

A
ut

ho
rit

y 
an

d 
A

FC
O

S 
(M

al
ta

) l
ia

is
e 

to
 c

la
rif

y 
ce

rta
in

 is
su

es
 w

hi
ch

 m
er

it 
fu

rth
er

 e
xa

m
in

at
io

n;
 th

is
 in

 p
ar

tic
ul

ar
 w

he
n 

th
e 

ty
pe

 o
f t

he
 ir

re
gu

la
rit

ie
s f

al
l w

ith
in

 th
e 

ca
te

go
rie

s t
ha

t a
re

 re
po

rta
bl

e 
to

 D
G

 O
LA

F.
 F

ur
th

er
m

or
e,

 th
e 

M
an

ag
in

g 
A

ut
ho

rit
y 

al
so

 c
ol

la
bo

ra
te

s f
ul

ly
 

w
ith

 A
FC

O
S 

(M
al

ta
) i

n 
pa

rti
cu

la
r w

he
n 

D
G

 O
LA

F 
is

 sc
ru

tin
iz

in
g 

sp
ec

ifi
c 

ca
se

s o
f i

rr
eg

ul
ar

iti
es

. 

N
L

 
Th

e 
re

pl
y 

ea
rli

er
 to

 r
ec

om
m

en
da

tio
n 

N
o 

3 
po

in
te

d 
ou

t t
ha

t t
he

 N
et

he
rla

nd
s 

ha
s 

in
co

rp
or

at
ed

 th
e 

an
ti-

fr
au

d 
gu

id
el

in
es

 w
ith

in
 it

s 
m

an
ag

em
en

t 
an

d 
co

nt
ro

l 
sy

st
em

s. 
Th

e 
ris

k 
an

al
ys

es
 p

er
fo

rm
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

m
an

ag
in

g 
au

th
or

iti
es

 a
re

 p
ar

t 
of

 t
he

se
. 

Th
e 

po
ss

ib
ili

tie
s 

in
 t

er
m

s 
of

 d
ep

lo
yi

ng
 

A
R

A
C

H
N

E 
ar

e 
cu

rr
en

tly
 b

ei
ng

 s
tu

di
ed

. 
Th

is
 i

s 
th

e 
su

bj
ec

t 
of

 i
nt

en
si

ve
 c

on
ta

ct
s 

in
 t

he
 c

as
e 

of
 t

he
 E

R
D

F 
an

d 
ES

F 
fu

nd
s;

 h
ow

ev
er

, 
th

e 
ex

ch
an

ge
s 

of
 i

nf
or

m
at

io
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

an
ti-

fr
au

d 
au

th
or

iti
es
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 c
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ra
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 c
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 b
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 r
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 D
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ra
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 c
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at
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 r
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 d
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 p
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 d
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 p
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 d
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ig
at

iv
e 
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 c
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 c
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w
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 c

re
at

ed
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ic
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m
in
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at
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na
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d 
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l 
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 c
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n 
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y 

im
pl
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w
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 c
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g 
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s 
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nt
 e
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ha
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at
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 p
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 s
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pe
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ed

 fr
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 d
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w

in
g 
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s 
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l c
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pe
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d 
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d 
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r c
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n 

on
 fr
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m
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e 
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io
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 b

e 
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en
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r p
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m
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fie

ld
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ic
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 C
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m
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ro
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d 
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R

ur
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 D
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el
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m
en
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m
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m
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m
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en

t a
nd

 c
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l s

ys
te
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k 
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 c
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o 
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 p
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 f
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g.

 b
y 
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fie
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f 
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at
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m
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d 

in
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di
es

. C
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 p
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s c
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 b
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 re
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 p
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lo
w

in
g 

th
e 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
n 

of
 R

eg
ul

at
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D
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 p
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 re
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 D
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ed
 R
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at
io
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U
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d 
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G
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e 

N
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i-f
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ea
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A
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P 

(A
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 F
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g 
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 re
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 p

ro
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A
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n 

w
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 d
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at
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 f
ra
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e 
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 c
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f c
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w
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is
 f
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 c
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http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=74217&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:907/2014;Nr:907;Year:2014&comp=
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 p
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 m
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t m
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 p
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 o
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ra
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 m
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 p
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l p
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 D
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m
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r p
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g 
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tif
ic

at
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xi
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g 
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n 
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 b
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f p
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 p
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e 
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d 
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at
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 p
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m
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 o
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g 
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at
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 c
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 d
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 f
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 c
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f c
oh

es
io

n 
po

lic
y,

 tw
o 

w
or

ks
ho

ps
 w

er
e 

or
ga

ni
ze

d 
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 C
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e 
im

po
rta

nc
e 

of
 p

ro
m

ot
in

g 
an

 a
nt

i-f
ra

ud
 s

tra
te

gy
 w

as
 im

pr
es

se
d 

up
on

 th
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t p
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 d
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e 

an
al

yt
ic

al
 a

ct
iv

ity
 o

f t
he

 T
ax

 A
dm

in
is

tra
tio

n 
its

el
f, 

ar
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 c
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r c
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 o
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