
 

11891/15   SC/ft 1 
 DRI  EN 
 

 
Council of the 
European Union  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Brussels, 10 September 2015 
(OR. en) 
 
 
11891/15 
 
 
 
 
PE 142 
INST 319 
JUR 590 

 

  

 

 

NOTE 
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Subject: Summary report of the meeting of the Constitutional Affairs Committee 

(AFCO) of the European Parliament, held in Strasbourg on 3 September 
2015 

  

Item 2 

Chair announcements 

The AFCO chair, Ms HÜBNER (EPP, PL), announced: 

 an extraordinary AFCO meeting on 28 September 2015. This is to allow the committee to 

adopt the report on the European Electoral Law by Ms HÜBNER and Mr LEINEN (S&D, 

DE), so that it could be tabled for the October II plenary. 

 the opinion on the ECON report on "The EU role in the framework of international, financial, 

monetary and regulatory institutions and bodies" would be considered at the following AFCO 

meeting, given the absence of Mr RANGEL (EPP, PT), the rapporteur for the opinion. 

 The rapporteurship on Relations between the Commission and national parliaments would go 

to the EPP, and most probably to Mr RANGEL. 
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 The rapporteurship for the opinion to the JURI report on the Commission report on 

subsidiarity and proportionality would go to Mr UJAZDOWSKI (ECR, PL) 

 There would be no follow-up on the motions for a resolution on abandoning 5-Presidents' 

report, and on the ECI (the latter issue being addressed in Mr SCHOPFLIN's (EPP, HU) 

report). 

 AFCO's mission to London was confirmed for 16-17 November, while the mission to Athens 

had to be postponed as a result of a clash with the mission to Washington, which is confirmed. 

 AFCO meeting calendar for 2016 was endorsed (see Annex I) 

Items 6 and 7 

Votes 

AFCO adopted interpretations to two EP rules of procedure, namely Rule 130(3) and Rule 191. 

The vote relating to the interpretation of Rule 130(3) covers MEPs' written questions. In particular, 

the rule limits their number to 5 per month, despite allowing "additional questions" to be submitted 

"by way of exception". This limitation, however, proved to be ineffective, given that the average 

number of questions per month in 2015 was almost double that of 2014 (1800 compared to 1000 per 

month). Prior to the vote, Mr CORBETT (S&D, UK), who is a member of the Working Group on 

the revision of the EP rules of procedure, explained that the situation of written questions had 

become dramatic, and affected the workability of the system. AFCO therefore voted an 

interpretation to Rule 130(3) which clarified that: 

"The expression "by way of exception" is to be interpreted as meaning that the additional question 

concerns a matter of urgency and that the submission of that question cannot wait until the 

following month. Furthermore the number of questions tabled [as additional questions] must be 

smaller than the norm of five questions per month." 

The interpretation to Rule 191 concerned the procedure to vote on a request to suspend or close an 

EP sitting. 
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Item 5 

Exchange of views on "The renegotiation of the United Kingdom's constitutional relationship 

with the European Union: agenda risks and implications". 

AFCO invited two keynote speakers, Charles GRANT (Director of the Centre for European 

Reform) and Jean-Claude PIRIS (former Jurisconsult of the Council). 

Charles GRANT singled out 10 issues which in his view made it particularly challenging for the 

"IN"/YES campaign to win the referendum. Jean-Claude PIRIS discussed the various forms of 

renegotiated membership that Cameron could seek, arguing that calls to change the Treaty would in 

all likelihood be rejected given the current climate. 

The debate was followed by several questions from MEPs, including on the possibility of a two-

speed Europe (Ms BRESSO - S&D, IT) and alternatives to Treaty change (Mr CORBETT). A 

number of members identified any tampering with free movement principles as a red line. 

Attached are the draft papers of both speakers. (see Annex II) 

Item 9 

Exchange of views on the state of play of the Working Group on the general review of the EP 

rules of procedure 

Mr WIELAND (EPP, DE) explained that the Group held its constitutive meeting in January 2015, 

and that he had been appointed Chair, while Mr CORBETT had been appointed rapporteur. The 

group was made up of representatives of each political group, namely Mr UJAZDOWSKI (ECR, 

PL), Mr GOERENS (ALDE, LU), Mr SCHOLZ (GUE/NGL, DE), Mr ANDERSSON 

(Greens, SV), Ms ADINOLFI (EFDD, IT) and Mr ANNEMANS (ENF, BE). 
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The group's mandate was "to identify possible errors, inconsistencies and lacuna as well as 

provisions that have become obsolete or require an adaptation in the light of the experience of the 

last years". So far, the group had met on 12 occasions and the issues that they were discussing 

included: whether the secret ballot vote on the Commission President should be replaced by an open 

vote; the election of bodies of the EP; the division of responsibilities between the President, the 

Bureau and the Quaestors; how political groups are created and the legal effects of this and of their 

potential dissolution; the different kind of EP reports; the drafting of opinions; how 

interinstitutional relations are dealt within in trilogues and first reading agreements; how 

committees received mandates to open negotiations and how the EP could ensure transparency in 

negotiations without affecting efficiency; the number of own-initiative reports; and the flaws in the 

automatic "ranking" of MEPs. 

The working group is to report to AFCO at the end of its work and on the basis of its 

recommendations, a draft report would be prepared. The final objective would be for the 

suggested amendments to enter into force at the latest in January 2017. 

Item 11 

Next meetings 

21 September 2015, 15.00 - 18.30 

22 September 2015, 9.00 - 12.30 
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ANNEX I 

Committee on Constitutional Affairs 

DRAFT Calendar of AFCO committee meetings for 2016 

January  
Thursday 14 January, 09:00 – 12:30 and 15:00 – 18:30 

February  
Monday 22 February, 15:00 – 18:30 
Tuesday 23 February, 09:00 – 12:30 

March  
Monday 14 March, 15:00 – 18:30 
Tuesday 15 March, 09:00 – 12:30 

April  
Wednesday 20 April, 09:00 – 12:30 and 15:00 -–18:30 

May 
Monday 30 May, 15:00 – 18:30 

June 
Wednesday 15 June, 09:00 – 12:30 and 15:00 – 18:30 

July  
Monday 11 July, 15:00 – 18:30 
Tuesday 12 July, 09:00 – 12:30 

September 
Monday 05 September, 15:00 – 18:30 

Thursday 29 September, 09:00 – 12:30 and 15:00 – 18:30 

October 
Wednesday 12 October, 09:00 – 12:30 and 15:00 – 18:30 

Thursday 20 October, 09:00 – 12:30 and 15:00 – 18:30 

November 
Tuesday 08 November, 09:00 – 12:30 and 15:00 – 18:30 

Tuesday 29 November, 09:00 – 12:30 and 15:00 – 18:30 

December 
Monday 5 December, 15:00 – 18:30 
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ANNEX II 
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