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NOTE
From: Presidency
To: Delegations
Subject: Letter from Mr Fernand Etgen, President of the "Agriculture and Fisheries" 

Council, to Mr Pierre Gramegna, President of the "ECOFIN" Council.

Delegations will find in ANNEX I a letter from the President of the "Agriculture and Fisheries" 

Council, Mr Fernand Etgen, to the President of the "ECOFIN" Council, Mr Pierre Gramegna, 

concerning the recent discussions on the aid package in the area of agriculture.

A translation in English of this letter can be found in ANNEX II.
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ANNEX II

Mr Pierre Gramegna
Chair of the ECOFIN Council

Luxembourg, 22 September 2015

Dear Chair of the ECOFIN Council,

Dear Pierre,

In view of the upcoming budgetary negotiations with the European Parliament, I would like to 

inform you of the outcome of recent discussions in the area of agriculture.

During the extraordinary Agriculture Council on 7 September 2015, the European Commission 

presented a EUR 500 million package of support measures aimed at stabilising the markets and 

helping the European agricultural sectors affected by the Russian embargo, extremely low milk 

prices, the fall in prices for pig meat and this summer's drought.

This package will come on top of the three safety net measures for the European dairy and fruit and 

vegetables sectors, which will be extended in 2016 in response to the continued Russian embargo 

on the basis of Article 219 of Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 establishing a common organisation 

of the markets in agricultural products.

At the informal meeting of agriculture ministers on 15 September 2015, Commissioner Hogan 

outlined the main features of the package, which focuses on the dairy and pig meat sectors, and 

which will receive EUR 500 million of fresh money, using the allocated margins without recourse 

to the agricultural crisis reserve.
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The implementation of the package translates on the one hand into EUR 420 million of targeted aid, 

made available to the Member States in individual envelopes. On the other hand it provides for 

market support measures related to private storage aid (PSA), advance payments of direct aid, the 

promotion of dairy products and pig meat (for which the budget is expected to increase by 

EUR 30 million in 2016) and the agri-food supply chain. The package will also allocate 

EUR 30 million to providing European milk to meet the nutritional needs of refugees.

Following the debate at the informal meeting on 15 September, the aid package of EUR 500 million 

was broadly supported by the European agriculture ministers. The Commission is soon expected to 

set out the details of the package in the letter of amendment to the draft budget for 2016.

Best regards,

Fernand Etgen

Chair of the Agriculture Council
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