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European Statistical Governance Advisory Board (ESGAB) provides an independent overview of 

the ESS on the implementation of the Code with an ultimate aim to enhance quality and 

trustworthiness of European statistics for evidence based policy making. 

ESGAB's seventh annual report to the European Parliament and Council on the implementation of 

the European Statistics Code of Practice by Eurostat and the European Statistical System is now 

finalised. The report focuses on Eurostat's progress on implementing the Code of Practice following 

last year's peer review and on some specific challenges in the collection of official statistics. Seven 

of the report's 17 recommendations address the Commission and Eurostat, mostly on the issue of 

appointment procedures of Eurostat's Director-General. The remaining advice alerts the European 

Statistical System on challenges ahead as regards data revolution, resources constraints and risks to 

the Code compliance arising from regionalisation process.  
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The report is on the draft agenda of the Ecofin council on 8 December and will be published online 

on 9 December. I would count on your assistance in ensuring political support where needed for the 

implementation of the recommendations. 

(complimentary close) 

(s.) Martti Hetemäki 

________________________ 
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