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INFORMATION NOTE

From: General Secretariat of the Council

To: Council

Subject: European follow up of the "Paris Declaration on promoting citizenship and

the common values of freedom, tolerance and non-discrimination through
education” (17 March 2015) : update and perspectives
- Information from the French delegation

Delegations will find attached an information note from the French delegation on the above subject,
which has been included on the agenda under "Other Business™ for the next Education, Youth,

Culture and Sport Council meeting on 23-24 November 2015.
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ANNEX

European follow up of the *'Paris Declaration on promoting citizenship and the
common values of freedom, tolerance and non-discrimination through

education™ (17 March 2015) : update and perspectives

On 17 March 2015, in reaction to terrorist attacks that had cast a tragic shadow over several
European countries, an informal meeting jointly organised by France, the Latvian Presidency and
Commissioner Tibor Navracsics brought together in Paris the representatives of 28 Member States,
including 26 Ministers or Secretaries of State responsible for education. The meeting ended with the
unanimous adoption of a "Declaration on promoting citizenship and the common values of freedom,

tolerance and non-discrimination through education™.

This text which has already contributed in large measure to the prevention section of the European

Agenda on Security.

The Declaration also features in the 2015 joint Council and Commission report on implementation
of the ET 2020 Strategic Framework for cooperation in education and training, as well as a set of
draft Council conclusions for adoption under the Luxemburg Presidency. Finally, implementation
of the Declaration will benefit from a number of early initiatives taken swiftly by the European
Commission: the forthcoming establishment of a dedicated working group, and the publication due
in November, in the framework of the Erasmus+ programme, of a specific call for proposals with a
budget of 3 million euros.

At this point in time, eight months following its adoption, it seems appropriate to assess briefly the
progress made so far in implementing the 'Paris Declaration'. Above and beyond this first
assessment, it would also seem highly desirable to maintain the political momentum by making it a
long term commitment under Erasmus+ and within the whole process of European cooperation in

education and training.
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Suivi européen de la ""Déclaration de Paris sur la promotion de I'éducation
a la citoyenneté et aux valeurs communes de liberté, de tolérance et de

non-discrimination™ (17 mars 2015): point d’étape et perspectives

Le 17 mars 2015, en réaction aux attentats qui ont endeuillé plusieurs pays européens, une réunion
informelle a l'initiative conjointe de la France, de la Présidence lettonne et du commissaire Tibor
Navracsics, a rassemblé a Paris les représentants des 28 Etats membres, dont 26 ministres ou
Secretaires d'Etat charges de I'éducation. Elle s'est conclue par I'adoption unanime d'une
"Déclaration sur la promotion de I'education a la citoyenneté et aux valeurs commues de liberte, de

tolérance et de non-discrimination".

C'est dans ce contexte que la "Déclaration de Paris" a déja alimenté le volet "prévention” de

"I'Agenda européen sur la sécurité"”.

De surcroit, elle figure dans le rapport conjoint 2015 du Conseil et de la Commission européenne
sur la mise en ceuvre du "Cadre stratégique pour la coopération dans le domaine de I'éducation et
formation 2020", ainsi que dans le projet de conclusions qui sera adopté sous Présidence
luxembourgeoise. Enfin, sa mise en ceuvre béneéficie d'un premier ensemble de moyens rapidement
alloués par la Commission européenne : prochain lancement d'un groupe de travail dédié,
publication prévue en novembre, dans le cadre du programme Erasmus+, d'un appel a propositions

spécifique doté de 3 millions d'euros.

A ce stade, huit mois apres I'adoption de la "Déclaration de Paris", un bref point d'étape sur sa mise
en ceuvre apparait nécessaire. Au-dela de ce premier bilan, il apparait hautement souhaitable
d'entretenir cette impulsion politique en I'inscrivant a plus long terme dans Erasmus+ et dans

I'ensemble de la coopération éducative européenne.
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