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NOTE 
From: Presidency 
To: Delegations 
Subject: Letter from Mr Fernand Etgen, President of the "Agriculture and Fisheries" 

Council, to Ms Carole Dieschbourg, President of the "Environment" Council 
  

Delegations will find in ANNEX I a letter from the President of the "Agriculture and Fisheries" 

Council, Mr Fernand Etgen, to the President of the "Environment" Council, Ms Carole 

Dieschbourg, concerning the outcome of the exchange of views that took place at the "Agriculture 

and Fisheries" Council on 22 October 2015 on climate-smart agriculture (ST 12693/15). 

A translation in English of this letter can be found in ANNEX II. 
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ANNEX II 

 

Dear President of the Environment Council, 

Dear Carole, 

 

I am writing to share with you the outcome of the ministerial exchange of views on climate-smart 

agriculture that took place during the Agriculture and Fisheries Council on 22 October 2015. On 

this occasion, ministers considered which agricultural actions should be prioritised. Furthermore, 

they discussed how to address climate change mitigation and how to improve the link between 

science and agricultural practice at EU level. 

During the Council, scientists were invited to share their views. Their contribution to the debate was 

much appreciated by the ministers. 

Discussions on climate-smart agriculture are especially relevant in the run-up to the negotiations 

during the COP 21 climate conference in Paris later this year. The agricultural sector is part of the 

EU's 2030 'at least 40%' reduction target submitted to COP 21. 

Agriculture ministers take the view that climate-smart agriculture has an active role to play in 

climate change mitigation. They are also aware of the negative impacts of climate change on 

agriculture and of the need for the sector to adapt to climate change. 
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Today, agriculture already implements a number of instruments to mitigate the effects of climate 

change. The reformed CAP, and in particular the rural development regulation1, provides a good 

basis. One of the priorities for rural development is promoting resource efficiency and 

supporting the shift towards a low-carbon and climate-resilient economy in agriculture. 

Agri-environment-climate payments, greening and organic farming are good examples of concrete 

instruments. 

There is a whole range of measures that are currently being implemented. Agriculture ministers 

found that certain practices – considered more efficient – should be prioritised. The concept of 

circular economy is one example of how residual waste and organic biomass can be better used. 

Other measures can also be mentioned: storing carbon in agricultural soils, for instance through 

cover crops and reduced tillage, improved manure management, better use of organic fertilizers 

resulting in reduced use of mineral fertilizers, making permanent grass land and pasture attractive 

compared with arable land, increasing the productive lifetime of animals, improved feeding of 

animals and biogas production. The agriculture ministers also highlighted some new practices that 

should be studied and developed, such as measures to reduce the methane emissions from enteric 

fermentation. In addition, there was broad support for the French initiative '4 per 1000' aimed at 

boosting the storage of organic matter in soils, which is part of the Paris COP 21 Conference's 

'Agenda of Solutions'. However, more scientific research is needed regarding some new techniques 

and practices before they can be extensively used. 

The link between science and agricultural practice at EU level should be improved, including 

through different stages of knowledge transfer. Farmers need to be aware of the impacts and costs 

of these practices, and if they really contribute to the climate change mitigation. Farmer awareness 

is the key, we need to build farmers' confidence in climate change mitigation practices. They need 

operative tools that are easily available. Farm managers need to individually choose where and how 

they can improve their production while reducing emissions. 

                                                 
1 Regulation No 1305/2013. 

www.parlament.gv.at

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=84474&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:14086/15;Nr:14086;Year:15&comp=14086%7C2015%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&ityp=EU&inr=84474&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:1305/2013;Nr:1305;Year:2013&comp=


 

 

14086/15   LS/ld 8 
ANNEX II DGB 1B  EN/FR 
 

Currently, research cooperation in this field can take place in the framework of both the European 

Innovation Partnership and Horizon 2020. 

The scientists present at the Council stressed that mitigation options vary substantially among 

regions, farming systems and individual farms. The improvement potential therefore varies as well. 

Each Member State should choose among the most suitable instruments and decide which are the 

best incentives to use. However, agriculture ministers underlined the specific nature of 

agriculture – this is the only economic sector, together with forestry, that emits and reduces 

greenhouse gases. The global accounting of the sector's contribution should take this into 

consideration. In particular the EU position at COP 21 must be consistent with the conclusions of 

the European Council meeting on 23 and 24 October 2014 in which (inter alia) it agreed that 'the 

multiple objectives of the agriculture and land use sector, with their lower mitigation potential, 

should be acknowledged, as well as the need to ensure coherence between the EU's food security 

and climate change objectives' and invited the Commission 'to examine the best means of 

encouraging the sustainable intensification of food production, while optimising the sector's 

contribution to greenhouse gas mitigation and sequestration, including through afforestation.' 

To conclude, the agriculture ministers are convinced that climate-smart agriculture can be part of 

the solution for climate change, including in the context of COP 21. Therefore, agriculture ministers 

invite the Environment Council to inform the AGRIFISH Council about climate-related issues 

under discussion insofar as they have relevant impact on the agricultural sector, like COP 21 and 

the future proposals on LULUCF and on the "Effort Sharing Decision". The AGRIFISH Council 

should be part of processes that ultimately influence farmers. 
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I trust that you will keep in mind our concerns in future discussions on climate change issues. And 

I hope that this letter will help the President of the Environment Council in the preparations for its 

negotiations during the COP 21 in Paris. The Agriculture and Fisheries Council will be happy to 

contribute to further discussion on this matter. 

 

My warmest regards, 

Minister of Agriculture/President of the Agriculture and Fisheries Council 

 

Fernand ETGEN 
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