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 request for access to documents sent to the General Secretariat of the Council on 30 October 

2013, registered the same day (Annex 1). 

 reply from the General Secretariat of the Council dated 10 December 2013 (Annex 2) 

 confirmatory application dated 2 January 2014, registered on 3 January 2014 (Annex 3). 
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ANNEX 1 
 
[E-mail message sent on 30 October 2013 - 11:46] 
 
 
 
From: DELETED  

Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 11:46 AM 

To: SECRETARIAT DGF Access 

Subject: Document access request - Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 DELETED  

 

Dear Sirs, 

 

Please see the attached letter and enclosures. 

 

Kind regards 

 

DELETED  

 

 

 

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:5049/14;Nr:5049;Year:14&comp=5049%7C2014%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:%201049/2001;Nr:1049;Year:2001&comp=
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ANNEX 2 

 
COUNCIL OF 

THE EUROPEAN UNION 
 Brussels, 10 December 2013 

GENERAL SECRETARIAT 
Directorate-General F 

Communication 
Transparency 

 
- Access to Documents/ 
Legislative transparency 

 
rue de la Loi, 175 

B – 1048 BRUSSELS 
Tel: (32 2) 281 67 10 
Fax: (32 2) 281 63 61 

E-mail:  
access@consilium.europa.eu 

  
DELETED  
 
 
 
e-mail: 
DELETED  
 
 
 
Ref. 13/1814-ws/jj 

 
 
Dear DELETED , 
 
We have registered your request of 30 October 2013 for access to Council documents.  Thank 
you for your interest.  
 
The General Secretariat of the Council has examined your request on the basis of Regulation 
(EC) No 1049/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council regarding public access to 
European Parliament, Council and Commission documents 1 (hereafter the "Regulation") and 
specific provisions of the Council's Rules of Procedure 2.  On 21 November 2013, the time-
limit for replying to your application was extended by 15 working days.  Having examined 
the request, the General Secretariat has come to the following conclusion: 
 
Documents 10858/07, 10858/07 COR 1, 10507/07 and 10635/07 have been identified as 
relevant to your request. 
 
You may have access to documents 10507/07 and 10635/07. 
 
Document 10858/07 contains the outcome of proceedings of the meeting of the Foreign 
Relations Counsellors "Sanctions" formation Working Party of 13 June 2007.  It relates to 
issues which are still under discussion within the preparatory bodies of the Council. 
 
It is classified "RESTREINT UE", meaning that it contains information "the unauthorised 
disclosure of which could be disadvantageous to the interests of the European Union or of 
one or more of the Member States"3: 
 

                                                 
1  Official Journal L 145, 31.5.2001, p. 43. 
2  Annex II to the Council's Rules of Procedure – Council Decision No 2009/937/EU; Official Journal L 

325, 11.12.2009, p. 35. 
3 Council Decision of 23 September 2013 on the security rules for protecting EU classified informat ion 

(2013/488/EU), Official Journal L 274, 15.10.2013, p. 1. 

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:5049/14;Nr:5049;Year:14&comp=5049%7C2014%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:%201049/2001;Nr:1049;Year:2001&comp=
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:10858/07;Nr:10858;Year:07&comp=10858%7C2007%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:10858/07;Nr:10858;Year:07&comp=10858%7C2007%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:10507/07;Nr:10507;Year:07&comp=10507%7C2007%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:10635/07;Nr:10635;Year:07&comp=10635%7C2007%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:10507/07;Nr:10507;Year:07&comp=10507%7C2007%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:10635/07;Nr:10635;Year:07&comp=10635%7C2007%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:10858/07;Nr:10858;Year:07&comp=10858%7C2007%7C
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In particular, it contains internal information, the public release of which would not only 
prejudice the EU's position vis-à-vis relevant third parties but also facilitate circumvention 
strategies and thus weaken the effectiveness of the restrictive measures concerned. 
 
Additionally, release of this delicate information from internal discussions would severely 
hamper future discussions on such measures. 
 
Accordingly, pursuant to Article 4(1)(a), third indent of the Regulation (protection of the 
public interest with regard to international relations) and – in the absence of any evidence 
suggesting an overriding public interest in disclosure – pursuant to Article 4(3) of the 
Regulation (protection of the Council's decision-making process), the General Secretariat is 
unable to grant you full access to this document. 
 
However, pursuant to Article 4(6) of the Regulation, you may have access to those parts of 
the document which are not covered by these exceptions.  You will find the parts that have 
been made accessible in document 10858/07 EXT 1. 
 
Document 10858/07 COR 1 (RESTREINT UE as well) contains a corrigendum concerning a 
part of the above-mentioned document to which access has to be refused.  The reasons set out 
above therefore also apply to document 10858/07 COR 1 and no partial access pursuant to 
Article 4(6) of the Regulation can be granted. 
 
Please note that, your request being specifically based on Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, it 
has had to be examined pursuant to the criteria applicable to the public at large, and not on 
the basis of any specific right of access your client could possibly have in relation to the 
documents concerned. 
 
 
Statutory remedy notice 
 
Pursuant to Article 7(2) of the Regulation, you may submit a confirmatory application 
requesting the Council to reconsider this position, within 15 working days of receiving this 
reply4. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
For the General Secretariat 
 
 
 
Jakob Thomsen 
 
 
 
 
Enclosures 
 

                                                 
4  Confirmatory applications are published in the Council's Register of documents.  Please indicate 

whether you would like your personal data to be removed from Council documents related to your 
confirmatory application.  Your rep ly will in no way prejudice your rights under Regulation (EC) No 
1049/2001. 

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:5049/14;Nr:5049;Year:14&comp=5049%7C2014%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:10858/07;Nr:10858;Year:07&comp=10858%7C2007%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:10858/07;Nr:10858;Year:07&comp=10858%7C2007%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:10858/07;Nr:10858;Year:07&comp=10858%7C2007%7C
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:%201049/2001;Nr:1049;Year:2001&comp=
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:%201049/2001;Nr:1049;Year:2001&comp=
http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=VER&code2=&gruppen=Link:%201049/2001;Nr:1049;Year:2001&comp=
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ANNEX 3 

 

[Confirmatory application - sent by e-mail on 2 January 2014 - 14:53 and 17:57] 
 
 
From: DELETED  
Sent: Thursday, January 02, 2014 5:57 PM 
To: SECRETARIAT DGF Access 
Subject: RE: Reply to request under Regulation 1049/2001 (ref: 13/1814-ws/jj) DELETED  
 
Dear Sirs 
 
Please note that the letter enclosed with the email below contains an error.  Paragraph 1 of page two 
should refer to our letter of 30 October 2013, not 30 October 2007.  Please find enclosed a copy of 
the amended letter. 
 
Furthermore, the letter from the Austrian National Bank to the Austrian Chamber of Commerce, 
referred to in the same paragraph of the attached letter, was omitted from the previous email 
(below).  Please now find enclosed a copy of that letter. 
 
Kind regards 
 
DELETED  
 
 
 
 
 
From: DELETED  
Sent: 02 January 2014 14:53 
To: access@consilium.europa.eu 
Cc: DELETED  
Subject: Reply to request under Regulation 1049/2001 (ref: 13/1814-ws/jj) DELETED  
 
Dear Sirs 
 
Please see the attached letter. 
 
Kind regards 
 
DELETED  
 
 

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:5049/14;Nr:5049;Year:14&comp=5049%7C2014%7C
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(annex to this letter: 

letter from the Austrian National Bank to the Austrian Chamber of Commerce, see pages 4 through 12 
of ANNEX 1 above) 

_____________________ 

http://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXV&inr=8529&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:5049/14;Nr:5049;Year:14&comp=5049%7C2014%7C



