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"I/A" ITEM NOTE 
From: General Secretariat of the Council 
To: Permanent Representatives Committee (Part 1)/Council 
No. prev. doc.: ST 14711/15 PECHE 451 ENV 749 
Subject: Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation of Migratory Sharks 

(Sharks MoU), Preparation of the Second Meeting of the Signatories (San 
José, Costa Rica, 15-19 February 2016) 
- Approval of the position of the European Union and its Member States 

  

 

In document ST 14712/15 INIT: 

Page 2, paragraph 4 should read as follows: 

 

"4. The Commission representative recalled that the Commission maintained its position 
that the MoU Sharks falls under exclusive EU competence and, as a consequence, the 
position should be submitted as a position of the EU alone and the ad hoc voting 
arrangements should be that the EU votes and not the Member States. The Commission 
representative further explained that, in addition, the ad hoc voting arrangements and the 
consensus rule also affect the external representation of the EU by the Commission, as well 
as the decision making by qualified majority. The Commission will enter a statement in the 
minutes of the Council in this regard." 
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