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- Adoption

a) of the Council's position at first reading
b) of the statement of the Council's reasons
= Statement

Joint statement by the Commission and the European Parliament

The European Parliament and the Commission understand point (f) of Article 20(2) of this Directive
as allowing Member States to reject an application only on a case-by-case basis and taking into
account the specific circumstances of the third-country national and the principle of proportionality
and on the basis of evidence or serious and objective reasons. The Commission will ensure that
Member States implement this provision in line with this interpretation when transposing the
Directive, and will inform the Parliament and the Council thereof, in the framework of its

obligations under Article 39.

The European Parliament and the Commission consider that the inclusion of this provision in this

Directive should not constitute a precedent for future legal migration instruments.
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