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OBJECTIVE: For information 

REMARKS: 

Please find attached a letter the Commission sent on Tuesday 16 February 2016 in 

response to a call for contributions by a United Nations High Level Panel on Access to 

Medicines. The letter has also been circulated to Member States delegations to the World 

Health Organisation in Geneva. 
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United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in November 2015 established this panel 

to present a set of recommendations in June 2016, coinciding with a UN high level 

meeting on HIV/AIDS.  

 

The Commission welcomes the opportunity to contribute to this very important debate 

and therefore prepared a detailed submission. However, regarding one particular issue, 

the role of IPR, we would like to call the attention of the Member States to the following: 

 

The Panel's Terms of Reference start from the assumption that IP rules are in 

contradiction with fundamental rights, and even with trade rules and focusing only on the 

price variations caused by patents as the main barrier to access to medicines.  

  

The Commission does not share the starting assumption of the call for contributions as 

many studies show lack of access to medical technologies is not due to a single isolated 

factor. As a 2012 WHO-WTO-WIPO study notes, the "lack of access to medical 

technologies is rarely due to a single isolated factor". There are many factors affecting 

access, but mostly unrelated to IPRs, such as lack of access to quality health care, poor 

infrastructure, lack of distribution and supply systems, and lack of quality control.. 

  

The Panel's documents are on-line: http://www.unsgaccessmeds.org/ 

 

The Commission was informed that the United Nations has invited UN Member States to 

make representations at a Hearing of the High-Level Panel in Johannesburg, 16 March 

2016.  

 

The Hearings provide the High-Level Panel and its Expert Advisory Group an 

opportunity to engage with short-listed contributors, stakeholders and Member States 

who so wish on matters that have relevance to the deliberations of the panel. 

 

UN Member States were also invited to participate in one of two Global Dialogues where 

a broad range of stakeholders, including but not limited to Member States, academia, 

civil society, private sector and patient rights groups, will engage and be afforded the 

opportunity to provide input on the Contributions received.  

 

Below are the details of the two Global Dialogues the UN announced will be taking 

place: 

• 10 March 2016, The Kingsway Hotel, London, United Kingdom 

• 17 March 2016, Holiday Inn Rivonia Road, Johannesburg, South Africa 

 

Should Member States decide to participate in such hearings, the Commission consider s 

that the attached submission  would be useful reference material.  

Attachments: 1) Letter Commission to call for contributions United Nations High Level 

Panel on Access to Medicines 

http://www.unsgaccessmeds.org/
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