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ITEMS DEBATED

Transition period after Brexit: negotiating directives

The Council (Article 50), in EU27 format, adopted a new set of negotiating directives for the Brexit
negotiations, which details the EU27 position regarding a transition period.

According to the EU position, during the transition period the whole of the EU acquis will continue
to apply to the UK as if it were a member state. However, the UK, as already a third country, will
no longer participate in the institutions and the decision-making of the EU.

These negotiating directives provide the Commission with a mandate, as the EU negotiator, to start
discussions with the UK on this matter.

See the press release.
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State of play of Brexit negotiations

The Council was informed by chief negotiator Michel Barnier about the state of play of the
negotiations with the UK. Michel Barnier updated ministers on the different work strands of this
second phase, where the transition and the framework on a future relationship will be discussed
while the work on withdrawal issues is completed.

Ministers reitereted the importance of completing the work on withdrawal matters and of respecting
in full the commitments undertaken in December 2017 in the joint report and translating them into
legal text. They also recalled the need to remain united in this new phase of the negotiations.

Concerning the future relationship with the UK, ministers hoped to get more clarity on the UK
position by March 2018, when the European Council (Article 50) is expected to adopt guidelines on
the matter.
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