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ANNEX I 

MINISTERIAL DECLARATION OF THE UNION FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN (UFM) 

TRADE MINISTERS 

(19 March 2018, Brussels) 

1. The Ministers of the Union for The Mediterranean (UfM) in charge of Trade gathered at the 

10th Trade Ministerial Conference (hereinafter “the Ministerial Conference”) held in Brussels 

on the 19th of March 2018 under the Union for the Mediterranean Co-Presidency of H.E 

Cecilia Malmström, Commissioner in charge of Trade, for the European Union and of 

H.E. Eng. Yarub Qudah, Minister for Trade, for the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, in 

the presence of Jorge Borrego, the UfM Acting Secretary General. 

2. The Ministerial Conference followed on the 9th Union for the Mediterranean Trade 

Ministerial Conference held in November 2010. Ministers noted that there have been 

important developments in bilateral trade relations between the Union for the Mediterranean 

member states over the eight years since the 9th UfM Trade Ministerial, but there is still a 

great potential to be unlocked. They have highlighted the importance of building on the 

results of regional work carried out since then and developing further initiatives to 

facilitate and increase trade and investment flows as well as to enhance the mutually 

beneficial economic integration process in the Mediterranean region to further foster mutually 

beneficial relations. 
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3. Ministers stressed the importance of encouraging economic actors from both the Northern and 

Southern shores of the Mediterranean – and indeed beyond – to take greater advantage of the 

possibilities that the Euro-Mediterranean trade, investment and economic partnership 

provides. They recalled the objective to complete and reinforce the UfM free trade area. They 

underlined the need to ensure more effective implementation of the existing bilateral and 

regional agreements across the Mediterranean region and to aim to avoid the adoption of 

new barriers to trade and investment and to cooperate to remove existing ones. At the same 

time, Ministers recognized that some partners wish to modernise these agreements to extend 

their scope and increase the degree of reciprocal liberalisation, including agriculture and 

fishery products, and services and investment as well as to deepen the commitments on key 

rules governing trade policy in the 21st century to contribute to a sustainable development in 

the region. Ministers also recognised the interest of other partners in the UfM to take a 

gradual approach towards the implementation of deeper and more comprehensive trade 

relations amongst them. 

4. Ministers welcomed the progress made in the implementation of the eight Euro-

Mediterranean Association Agreements already in place between the EU and 

Mediterranean partners and called for further efforts to better utilise the available 

opportunities in order to further increase mutual trade and regional connectivity. Ministers 

also welcomed and encouraged the on-going negotiations with some partners to further 

develop the existing agreements into Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreements. 

Ministers agreed to also consider other approaches to deepen the trade and investment 

relationships between UfM member states. 

5. Ministers also encouraged further progress in trade liberalisation within the region including 

between Mediterranean partners. They welcomed the progress achieved among the members 

of the Agadir Agreement towards a closer south-south and south- north trade integration. 

They noted the political decision to enlarge the membership of the Agadir Agreement to 

achieve the desired level of economic integration and trade liberalization among Arab states 

and the Euro- Mediterranean region. 
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6. Ministers stressed the importance of supporting the negotiations and implementation by 

Mediterranean partners of future trade agreements through trade related assistance to ensure 

they can take full advantage of the market opening. 

7. Ministers acknowledged the progress made in regulatory approximation and the substantial 

efforts on both sides including in capacity building and in the modernisation of quality 

infrastructure, while at the same time recognised the difficulties encountered to fulfil the 

conditions required for conclusion of agreements on Conformity Assessment and 

Acceptance of Industrial Products (ACAAs). They stressed the importance of putting into 

use the experience gathered so far so as to develop jointly a roadmap and a tailor-made 

approach to improve the structure and results of the process in order to adequately support 

trade in the priority areas identified. Ministers acknowledged that for some of these sectors 

the long term objective of reaching an ACAA remains. At the same time, Ministers saw the 

need to review the ACAA process to explore intermediate and other steps in the 

approximation of technical requirements which facilitate mutual access to markets. 

8. As regards the Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) requirements, Ministers recognized the 

importance of food safety, animal and plant health standards and the role SPS issues can play 

in increasing trade flows in the region. Ministers called for the setting up a Regional 

Working Group on SPS cooperation to develop an action plan to promote regular exchange 

of information and consultations and sharing of best practices between UfM members in order 

to advance the SPS agenda to complement bilateral work and capacity building in this area. 

9. Ministers endorsed the Action Plan on the Fight against Piracy and Counterfeiting 

developed as part of the work programme agreed at the 9th Trade Ministerial Meeting and 

called for cooperation in its implementation. 
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10. Ministers also endorsed the Action Plan on Sectoral Cooperation, developed as part of the 

work programme that followed the 9th Trade Ministerial Conference, and reiterated the 

importance of sectoral cooperation in the sectors of common interest to the UfM member 

states, in particular in four priority sectors identified: environmental goods services and 

technologies (including related to climate change, renewable energy, energy efficiency); 

textiles and clothing; automotive; and information and communication technologies (ICT) 

(including digital economy and society). They acknowledged that the involvement of the 

private sector is crucial to ensure its fruitful implementation. 

11. As regards the 2010 Package of measures to facilitate trade of Palestinian products with 

other Euro-Mediterranean partners, which was endorsed at the 9th Union for the 

Mediterranean Trade Ministerial Conference, Ministers thanked the European Union for 

preparing a Technical Progress Report and noted that the EU shall prepare updates of this 

report working for concrete actions taken to facilitate Palestinian trade, including a report to 

be presented at the 2019 Ministerial Conference. Taking into account the need to further 

enhance Palestinian Trade, Ministers called for rapid and substantial progress in the 

implementation of the 2010 Package of measures to facilitate trade of Palestinian products 

with other Euro-Mediterranean partners. Ministers noted the efforts by the European Union to 

help remove the obstacles to Palestinian trade and to promote the implementation of the 2010 

Package of measures and its intention to hold meetings with both the Israeli and Palestinian 

sides. 
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12. Ministers considered that the current Regional Convention on pan-Euro-Mediterranean 

preferential rules of origin (PEM Convention) is an effective tool to facilitate trade in the 

region. At the same time they acknowledged that the current rules no longer reflect today's 

business patterns and practices, putting the region at a disadvantage compared to other trading 

blocs with more modern rules and procedures. Ministers recalled that the rules of origin will 

need to be adjusted in order to better respond to economic reality and reaffirmed their firm 

commitment towards the ongoing modernisation process taking into account the interest of all 

PEM members. They agreed to finalise a revised set of rules based on the proposal presented 

by the Secretariat of the Joint Committee of the Convention, which will improve possibilities 

for economic operators from all sectors of the economy to take advantage of new trade 

opportunities despite the fact that not all issues can be resolved at this stage on a regional 

basis. Ministers called for the finalisation of the PEM revision process in 2018 so that 

economic operators can finally start enjoying more modern, flexible and streamlined rules 

while further developing regional trade. 

13. Ministers highlighted the close link between promotion of trade and enhancing investment. 

They recognized the progress made by UfM partners in enhancing their investment 

environment and expressed their intention to further improve the business environment and 

investment climate including for Small and Medium enterprises with an aim to increase the 

attractiveness of the region for investment, in particular into productive sectors with a view to 

diversify the economy and increase employment. An enhanced investment climate is 

instrumental to take advantage of the opportunities created by the European External 

Investment Plan. Ministers stressed the need to raise awareness amongst the UfM business 

community of the opportunities offered by the UfM trade partnership. Ministers encouraged 

new initiatives in that regard, in particular in the area of investment facilitation and good 

regulatory practices. 
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14. Ministers reiterated the importance of involving the business organisation and operators of 

the Union for the Mediterranean Member States, including relevant chambers of 

commerce and/or industry, and trade promotion organisations in the definition and 

implementation of the regional trade and investment reform agenda. They encouraged the 

organisation of business-to-governments and business-to-business meetings in the region, also 

in the framework of the envisaged sectorial cooperation, building on already ongoing and/or 

planned regional initiatives. Ministers expressed their wish to organise an UfM business 

forum in the future. 

15. Ministers ceremonially launched the Euromed Trade Helpdesk. Ministers recalled that the 

establishment of the Euromed Trade Helpdesk in the framework of the Euro-Mediterranean 

Trade and Investment Facilitation Mechanism (TIFM) in partnership with the 

International Trade Centre was one of the key initiatives to strengthen the Euro-

Mediterranean trade partnership endorsed at the 9th Trade Ministerial Conference. Today, 

market access information regarding nine partners is made transparent and accessible free of 

charge. Any business operator can consult the Euromed Trade Helpdesk in order to learn 

more about customs duties, standards and other mandatory requirements, trade statistics etc. 

and/or contact a network of technical experts with more detailed queries. Ministers 

encouraged the active participation of all Euro-Mediterranean partners, through the network 

of the TIFM National Focal Points, in each of the TIFM pillars in order to fully exploit its 

potential, including regular updates of data, timely and high quality responses to queries and 

ensuring wide visibility and awareness of the tool. 

16. Ministers welcomed the support provided by the Union for the Mediterranean Secretariat 

in the framework of the Euro-Mediterranean Trade and Investment Facilitation Mechanism 

initiative (TIFM). They also stressed the role of the Secretariat in developing additional 

concrete initiatives to reinforce the regional economic integration and the cooperation within 

the UfM business community. 

17. Ministers envisaged that the implementation of the results of this Ministerial Conference 

would be followed up in the UfM Trade Senior Officials Meetings, as well as in various 

technical working groups. 
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18. Ministers recognised the need for regular meetings among themselves and agreed to 

reconvene in 2019 to review progress on the development of the UfM Trade Agenda. 
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ANNEX II 

JORDAN Yousef BATAINEH Jordan Mission to the EU, 

Ambassador 

JORDAN Yarub QUDAH Ministry of Industry, Trade, and 

supply, Minister 

EUROPEAN 

COMMISSION 

Cecilia MALMSTRÖM Commissioner for Trade 

EUROPEAN 

COMMISSION 

Ignacio GACIA BERCERO Director 

ALBANIA Anxhela BUSHATI Directory of Managing Programs 

and Projects for Economic 

Development and Vocational 

Education, Head of Sector 

ALGERIA Khaled BOUCHELAGHEM Ministère du Commerce 

Directeur 

AUSTRIA Michael MESSNER Perm of Austria - Federal Ministry 

Digital and Economic Affairs, 

Trade Attache 

BELGIUM Veronique PETIT Federal Public Service Foreign 

Affairs, Director 

BOSNIA AND 

HERZEGOVINA 

Muminovi  ADA Ministry of Foreign Trade and 

economic relations, Head of 

department 
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BULGARIA Boyan NATAN Permanent Representation of 

Bulgaria to the EU, Counsellor, 

Head of Trade Policy and EFTA 

Unit 

CROATIA Joseph Gene PETRI  Ministry of Foreign and European 

Affairs, Assistant Minister for 

Economic Affairs and 

Development Cooperation 

CYPRUS Vassilis SERGIOU Permanent Represenation of 

Cyprus to the EU, Trade 

Counsellor 

CZECH REPUBLIC Richard HLAVATÝ Ministry of Industry and Trade of 

the Czech Republic, Director of 

Department of Foreign-Economic 

Policies II  

EGYPT Tarek KABIL Ministry of Trade and Industry, 

Minister of Trade and Industry 

ESTONIA Väino REINART Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Undersecretary, Economic and 

Development Affairs 

FINLAND Markku KEINÄNEN Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 

Under-Secretary of State, Deputy 

Minister for Foreign Trade 

FRANCE Muriel LACOUE-LABARTHE DG Treasury, TPC full member 

GERMANY Manuel SCHÄDLER Federal Ministry for Economic 

Cooperation and Development, 

Policy Advisor 
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GREECE Ilias XANTHAKOS Ministry Of Economy and 

Development, Secretary General 

HUNGARY P ter S IJJ RT  Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

Trade, Minister 

ISRAEL Eliyahu COHEN Ministry of Economy and Industry, 

Minister of Economy and Industry 

ITALY Ivan SCALFAROTTO Ministry of Economic 

Development, Secretary Of State 

International Trade and Investment 

Attraction 

LATVIA Ksenija KOROLOVA Permanent Representation of the 

Republic of Latvia to the European 

Union, Counsellor on Trade 

Questions, TPC Deputy 

LEBANON Raed KHOURY Ministry of Economy and Trade, 

Minister 

LIBYA Nasir Fadhlullah Awad 

SHALGHLAN 

Ministere de l'economie et du 

commerce. Ministre de l'economie 

et commerce 

LITHUANIA Lina VILTRAKIEN  Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 

Republic of Lithuania, Director 

LUXEMBOURG Thierry EWERT Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Attaché 

MALTA David SAMMUT Ministry for Finance, Director 

MAURITANIA Dialel GUISSET Ministère du commerce et de 

l'industrie, Secretaire général 
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MONACO Pierre-Henri SETTIMO Embassy of Monaco in Belgium, 

First Counsellor 

MOROCCO Hassani Said MAGHRAOUI Ministry of Industry, Investment, 

Trade and Digital Economy, 

Director 

NETHERLANDS Hans Peter VAN DER WOUDE Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

Deputy Director International 

Trade Policy and Economic 

Governance 

PALESTINE* Abeer ODEH Ministry of National Economy, 

Minister 

POLAND Karol TOFIL Permanent Representation of 

Poland to the EU, Trade Attaché 

PORTUGAL Paulo FERREIRA Ministry of Economy, Portugal’s 

Deputy Minister for Economy and 

Secretary of State for Commerce 

ROMANIA Stefan-Radu OPREA Ministry of Business Environment, 

Trade and Entrepreneurship, 

Minister 

                                                 
* This designation shall not be construed as recognition of a State of Palestine and is without 

prejudice to the individual positions of the Member States on this issue. 
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SLOVAKIA Stanislav KUBINEC Ministry of Economy of the 

Slovak Republic, Director - Full 

Members 

SLOVENIA Katarina PETAC Permanent Representation of the 

Republic of Slovenia to the EU, 

Trade Attaché 

SPAIN María Luisa PONCELA Ministerio de Economía, Comercio 

y Competitividad, Deputy Minister 

for Trade 

SWEDEN Håkan EMSGÅRD Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 

Advisor 

TUNISIA Omar BEHI Ministère t du commerce, Ministre 

TURKEY Murat YAPICI Ministry of Economy, General 

Director Of Dg Eu Affairs 

UNITED 

KINGDOM 

Mark KENT UK Permanent Representation, 

TPC deputy 

EUROPEAN 

EXTERNAL 

ACTION SERVICE 

Rosamaria GILI European External Action Service, 

Head of Division Arabian 

Peninsula, Iraq and Regional 

policies 

COUNCIL OF THE 

EUROPEAN 

UNION 

Dimosthenis MAMMONAS Council of the European Union, 

Political Administrator / MaMa 

WP Desk Officer 

UNION FOR THE 

MEDITERRANEAN 

Jorge MARTINS BORREGO Union for the Mediterranean, 

Acting Secretary General 
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AGU - AGADIR 

TECHNICAL UNIT 

Fakhry AL-HA AIMA Agadir Technical Unit, Executive 

President 

ARAB LEAGUE Abdelhamid EHANI Mission de la Ligue des Etats 

Arabes, Ambassadeur - Chef de la 

Mission 

EUROPEAN 

ECONOMIC AND 

SOCIAL 

COMMITTEE 

Dassis GEORGES EESC, President 

EUROPEAN 

PARLIAMENT 

Rémi PIEROT European Parliament, 

Administrator 

INTERNATIONAL 

TRADE CENTRE 

(ITC) 

Arancha GON ALE  LAYA International Trade Centre (ITC), 

Executive Director 
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