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Following consultation of the Youth Working Party, the Presidency has prepared the attached
discussion paper, which is submitted as the basis for the policy debate at the EYCS Council on
23 May 2018.
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ANNEX

Future priorities for EU Youth policy

Presidency discussion paper

The Bulgarian Presidency of the Council of the European Union comes at a time when the debate

on the future of the Union is in full swing and faces many challenges.

In March 2017 the European Commission presented the White paper on the future of Europe,
offering five possible scenarios for how the Union might evolve by 2025. In the same context, the
leaders of the European Union, meeting in Rome on 25 March 2017 to celebrate the
60th anniversary of the Treaties of Rome, reflected on past achievements and debated what our

shared future could and should look like.

Resilience, cohesiveness and openness to all communities is the future of our Union. In this respect
and bearing in mind that young people can be the strongest force in creating communities, the issue
of how we can better support and engage youth is of great importance. Young people must have
opportunities and the necessary skills and competences to become active and involved European
citizens who can take control of their lives, are ready to support others and who are able to benefit

from all the advantages offered by a globalised and knowledge-driven world.

One of the overall priorities of the Bulgarian Presidency is the "Future of Europe and Young
People”. Believing that the future of Europe and society at large depends on young people, the
Presidency is focussing its efforts on the role of young people as a driving force for sustainable

development and equality in Europe.

The current EU Youth Strategy - adopted in November 2009 by the Council in its resolution on a
"renewed framework™ for cooperation in the youth field - is coming to an end this year. This means
that there will be over the coming months a unique opportunity to rethink and further improve how

the EU works for and with young people.

8273/18 KT/lv 2
ANNEX DGE-1C EN

www.parlament.gv.at


https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVI&ityp=EU&inr=19297&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:8273/18;Nr:8273;Year:18&comp=8273%7C2018%7C

The Council has already provided substantive input to the process of preparing a new EU Youth
Strategy in the form of its conclusions - adopted on 22 May 2017 - on "strategic perspectives for
European Cooperation in the youth field post 2018. Without repeating these conclusions in full, it is

worth recalling a number of the key points. Member States and the Commission were invited to:

- develop and support a new framework for European cooperation in the youth field for the

period after 2018, with a clear added value at EU level;

—  consider that the framework for the future cooperation is cross-sectoral, flexible, responsive
and transparent and takes account of the rapidly changing political, social, cultural and

economic circumstances in Europe and beyond;

- ensure that Erasmus+ and other programmes and instruments contribute, and where

appropriate, are aligned to the implementation of the Framework;

- evaluate, review and renew the Structured Dialogue and its objectives with a view to
facilitating innovative, meaningful and targeted constructive dialogue not only with young
people from youth organisations but also those young people from diverse backgrounds,

fewer opportunities and non-organised youth;

- further consider the competences and values that young people need in order to fulfil their
personal, social and working lives and, in particular, to reach out and include young people

with fewer opportunities;

—  have regard to the role that the internet, social media and digitalisation can play in
promoting solidarity, political participation and active citizenship among young people and in
combating political alienation, populism, propaganda and radicalisation that may lead to

violent extremism;

—  ensure that the development of the framework for future European cooperation in the youth
field is evidence-based, informed and underpinned by broad-based and inclusive
consultation with all relevant stakeholders, including young people, youth work providers,
youth workers (both professional and voluntary) and policy makers at all levels so as to build

consensus on, and commitment to future youth policy aims and objectives.
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As this last point makes clear, broad-based consultation is important when preparing the new
strategy. The Commission has being carrying out its own consultations, notably in the context of its
mid-term evaluation of the EU Youth Strategy to assess the Strategy's role in shaping EU-level and
national measures and policies in the area of youth. Preliminary findings, amongst others, included
that the general level of awareness of the EU Youth Strategy needs to be improved, the new EU
Youth Strategy should take into account the varying needs of policy-makers at local and regional
levels, and there was a strong view that it was important to consult and listen to Member States and

citizens on their real priorities.

Among those that should be consulted first when reviewing the EU Youth Strategy are young
people themselves?. Although it is clear from the Council conclusions of May 2017 that the
"structured dialogue" with young people - established by the 2009 resolution - needs to be

improved, it is nevertheless a useful tool for consulting with young people.

With this in mind, the Trio presidencies of Estonia, Bulgaria and Austria, in the framework of the
6th Cycle of the Structured Dialogue (July 2017 — December 2018) — entitled "Youth in Europe:
What’s next?" — have chosen a topic that focuses on strengthening the well-being of all young
people through the development of life skills. The first discussions under the 6th Cycle took place
during the EU Youth Conference in Tallinn, 23 — 26 October 2017, with the next step taking place
under the Bulgarian Presidency at the European Youth Conference in Sofia (17 — 19 April 2018).
The views expressed during consultations with 50,000 young Europeans and the deliberations of the
Steering Committee allowed the Conference to identify 11 thematic areas, which were subsequently
transformed into a set of European Youth Goals (attached in Annex). These goals represent very
useful input from young people, especially those that are actively involved and engaged in youth

organisations.

! In this context, inspiration can be drawn from young people's declarations on the future
priorities for Europe, made in January 2018 under the "New Narrative for Europe™ action.
(c.f. https://europa.eu/youth/have-your-say/new-narrative-for-europe_en)
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As announced in the Communication "Investing in Europe's Youth" (7 December 2016) the

Commission will prepare and soon present the revision of the European Youth Strategy for the
period beyond 2018.

Against this background the Bulgarian Presidency invites the Youth Ministers to discuss and
exchange views on the future priorities for co-operation in the youth sector. In order to bring

structure to the debate, the Presidency would like Ministers to focus on the following questions:

1. What do Member States consider to be the key priorities for the future EU cooperation
in the area of youth policy?

2. How can the inputs from the Structured Dialogue (the 11 Youth Goals), as well as
input from other stakeholders, contribute to these priorities?
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