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ITEMS DEBATED

Brexit negotiations

As part of the preparations of the European Council Article 50 of 23 March, the Council, in EU27
format, discussed the state of play of the Brexit negotiations following the UK's notification under
Article 50 TEU.

The Council was briefed by the Commission's chief negotiator, Michel Barnier, on the latest
developments in the Brexit negotiations. The chief negotiator presented to the ministers the partial
agreement reached by negotiators on parts of the legal text of the Withdrawal Agreement including
on citizens' rights, the financial settlement, a number of other withdrawal issues and the transition
period. The chief negotiator also made reference to the letter of PM May to President Tusk of 19
March regarding this matter and in particular UK's commitments regarding the situation in the
island of Ireland.

Ministers expressed their recognition to the efforts of the chief negotiator and his team that led to
recent progress in the negotiations and supported his approach. They highlighted the importance of
continued unity among the 27 for the negotiations.

Draft agreement on the withdrawal of the UK from the EU - 19 March 2018 (European
Commission)

Draft quidelines on the framework for a future relationship with the UK

Also as part of the preparations of the European Council Article 50 of 23 March, the EU27
ministers discussed the draft guidelines on the framework for a future relationship with the UK.
Ministers reviewed the text before submitting it to the European Council (Article 50) ahead of the
meeting on 23 March 2018.

The EU27 heads of State and Government are expected to adopt the guidelines on the framework
for a future relationship with the UK at their meeting on 23 March 2018. These guidelines are to
serve as a mandate for the EU negotiator to start discussing the framework for the future
relationship with the UK, with the aim of reaching an overall understanding. That understanding
will be reflected in a political declaration accompanying and referred to in the withdrawal
agreement.
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