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Greece 

In a context of far-reaching reforms aimed at increasing the cost-efficiency of the Greek health system, health expendi-
ture declined considerably in recent years and expenditure per capita is below the EU average. Health expenditure is 
projected to increase as in other EU countries, also due to the aging of the population, which is a bigger concern in 
Greece than in other EU countries. Several reforms have been taken by the Greek government to drastically reduce 
healthcare and pharmaceutical spending and to improve cost-efficiency. Expenditure on prevention is considerably be-
low the EU average. While vaccination coverage rates are good for both children and older people, colorectal cancer 
screening is worse than the EU average. The recently launched Primary Care Plan places greater emphasis on health 
prevention and promotion, while strengthening the integration of care. In the last years, Greece also witnessed a deteri-
oration in some health outcomes (such as preventable mortality), although levels are still around the EU average. In 
particular, infant mortality worsened considerably, while the availability of nurses and midwives decreased in the last 
years and is considerably below the EU average. Access to healthcare has been challenging in Greece. In 2015, Greece 
has the second highest level of unmet need for medical care in the EU, especially due to costs. The level of out-of-pocket 
expenditures for healthcare is considerably higher than the EU average and considerably increasing, as well as unmet 
need for medical care. Inequality in access to healthcare between income groups is also considerably worse than the EU 
average and considerably increasing over the last years. After the financial crisis revealed that a system based on a 
strong link between employment status and health insurance coverage could not adequately protect people in times of 
crisis, leaving 14% of the population without coverage in 2015 (from 0% in 2012), a new legislation was recently final-
ized introducing universal access to healthcare. In terms of risk-factors, Greece perform relatively well, with the excep-
tion of physical activity and the smoking rate, which is nonetheless considerably improving. 

Resources, Coverage and Organisation of the Health 
System 

Health spending per capita in Greece is below the EU 
average and declined considerably in recent years 

In 2015, health spending in Greece was below the EU 
average when measured on a per capita basis (1,639 in 
pps) and around the EU average when measured as a 
share of GDP (8.4%), but while it had increased in many 
EU countries, it had been considerably declining in 
Greece over the three preceding years. This is the re-
sult of measures taken under the first Economic Ad-
justment Programme (EAP) which foresaw a ceiling on 
health spending that aimed at reducing overall public 
sector spending in exchange for emergency lending by 
the IMF, the EU and the ECB during the financial crisis.  

Yet, health spending is expected to rise due to a num-
ber of factors, including population ageing, technologi-
cal progress and rise in incomes: between 2013 and 
2060 the share of public health spending in GDP is 
projected to increase by 1.3 percentage points in 
Greece, which is similar to the EU average (0.9%) .  

At 0.2 % of GDP, Greece spent less on long-term care 
than most other EU countries in 2015 and considerably 
less for prevention and public health spending (1.3% of 
health expenditure).  

The share of government outlays and funding by com-
pulsory insurance are around the EU average, while 
out-of-pocket expenditures are considerably higher 
and considerably increasing 

In 2015, the proportion of funding by government 
outlays (30.3% of health expenditure) and the propor-

tion of compulsory insurance (28.8%) in Greece were 
both around average for the EU. Funding from compul-
sory insurance had been decreasing much more in 
Greece than in the rest of the EU. At the same time, 
households’ out-of-pocket payments (35.5%) were 
considerably higher and had been increasing consider-
ably more than in other EU countries. At 1.6% of cur-
rent health expenditure, funding from the rest of the 
world was also considerably above the EU average and 
increasing. 

The mixed health system in Greece has seen some dras-
tic reforms in recent years 

The Greek health care system is mixed, with the paral-
lel existence of Social Health Insurance (SHI) and a 
National Health System (NHS), and services are deliv-
ered by a mix of private and public providers. While 
until 2010, social health insurance was provided by a 
series of occupation-based social-security funds, it is 
now managed by the National Organisation for the 
Provision of Health Services (EOPYY) created in 2011. 
EOPYY is mainly financed from contributions of em-
ployees and employers and acts as the main purchaser 
of public and private health services. In parallel, tax-
financed NHS services are delivered by public facilities. 

Universal access to health care was established in 2016 
after substantial coverage reduction at the peak of the 
financial crisis 

Outside of treatment in the NHS system (mainly prima-
ry care in rural health care centres and outpatient and 
emergency treatment at public hospitals) which can be 
access by all residents, coverage used to be linked to 
employment status through the SHI system or employ-

www.parlament.gv.at



 

2 
 

ees and their families. The economic downturn starting 
in 2009 led to nearly a quarter of the population loos-
ing coverage. After several unsuccessful attempts, a 
new legislation in 2016 established a package of care 
accessible to all uncovered citizens and legal residents 
which includes ambulatory care, hospital care in the 
network of NHS public health care facilities and access 
to pharmaceuticals.  

While the public benefits package has been harmonized 
direct out-of-pocket payments are substantial 

The SHI benefits package was standardised when 
EOPYY was established. Previously, the different occu-
pation-based SHI funds had their own contribution 
rates and benefits packages, resulting in fragmented 
and unequal access to services. Today, the public bene-
fits package is broader and dental services have been 
recently added. 

Yet, out-of-pocket payments are substantial in Greece. 
Co-payments are levied on diagnostic and laboratory 
tests, outpatient medicines and for visits to private 
providers contracted by EOPYY. Exemptions apply for 
certain conditions and vulnerable groups, such as those 
with low incomes or suffering from chronic diseases. 
Direct payments, rather than copayments, constitute 
the bulk of out-of-pocket payments. This can be ex-
plained, for example, by waiting lists for services in the 
public sector; extra billing from several providers; 
monthly thresholds on the number of physician consul-
tations that are publicly covered which may force pa-
tients to seek primary care in private settings. Moreo-
ver, informal payments to bypass waiting lists or to 
have access to “better care” are widespread.  

The Ministry of Health and Social Solidarity is the stew-
ard of the health system, but other bodies participate 
in the governance and regulation of the public health 
care system 

The health system in Greece is highly centralised with 
the Ministry of Health and Social Solidarity being the 
steward of the health system. It is responsible for the 
overall planning and implementation of the national 
health strategy. It sets, for example, national priorities, 
allocates resources and regulates health professionals 
and it is supported by a range of councils and other 
bodies in the governance and regulation of the public 
health care system. Although recent plans aimed to 
transfer more power to regional health authorities, 
involvement of regional and local governments in 
health care planning, organisation, and provision is 
very limited.  

There is no well-established primary care sector in 
Greece, and service delivery is split between public and 
private providers 

So far, Greece has not had a well-defined primary care 
sector. The vast majority of physicians are specialists 
with only a small minority (around 6 %) being GPs or 
family medicine physicians. In addition, the majority of 
public health centres, rural surgeries and private doc-
tors’ offices do not provide generalist or preventive 
care or act as gatekeepers but rather deliver special-
ised ambulatory services. Physicians contracted in 
ambulatory settings are paid on a fee-for-service basis. 
Service delivery in Greece is very hospital-centred with 
services provided by a mix of public and private hospi-
tals. A DRG payment system is currently being imple-
mented to ensure more effective reimbursement of 
hospitals.  

The availability of nurses and midwives in Greece is 
considerably below the EU average 

The number of nurses and midwives in Greece is con-
siderably below the EU average. In 2015, there were 
345 nurses and midwives per 100,000 population, and 
it has decreased more than across the EU in recent 
years. A hiring freeze was imposed on public sector 
employees in 2010 and halted the steady growth in the 
health care workforce that characterized the period 
prior to the crisis. It has led to a 15 % decrease in staff 
employed in hospitals. 

Policy Developments 

A formal primary care sector is being established 

The Primary Care Plan, launched in 2017, aims to es-
tablish a formal primary care sector as point of first 
contact to the health system and to place greater em-
phasis on primary prevention and health promotion 
activities. Regional health authorities are expected to 
co-ordinate primary care services. The Plan also implies 
the establishment of a gatekeeping system with pa-
tients being required to register with their local clinic. 
It is foreseen that primary care facilities will be staffed 
by multidisciplinary teams, including doctors, nurses 
and social workers, to promote greater integration of 
care.  

Far-reaching reforms have been implemented to in-
crease cost-efficiency in the wake of the financial crisis 

The Greek government has taken a number of 
measures to drastically reduce public spending on 
health as part of the emergency lending conditions. To 
tackle high pharmaceutical spending, Greece intro-
duced prescription guidelines, coupled with a compul-
sory electronic prescription system. Generics consump-
tion has been promoted through compulsory prescrib-
ing by active substance, mandatory generic substitu-
tion in pharmacies and use of generics in NHS hospi-
tals. Greece also introduced reference pricing for 
branded drugs based on the three lowest EU prices and 
setting a maximum pricing level for generics.  
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In the hospital sector, structural reforms were imple-
mented in 2013 to improve transparency, reduce the 
cost of supplies and change the hospital payment sys-
tem. These measures consisted of, for example, im-
proving information technology and introducing a dou-
ble-entry accounting system, along with the annual 
publication of audited balance sheets; introducing all-
day access to hospitals and extending working hours of 
outpatient offices; and using a new centralised pro-
curement system to rationalise public purchasing of 
medical supplies and devices. To improve public pur-
chasing of services from private providers, a claw-back 
mechanism has been introduced to require private 
providers to return any expenditure above EOPYY’s 
budget ceiling. 

JAF Health results 

Some health outcomes are deteriorating in the last 
years, in particular infant mortality, although levels are 
still are around the EU average 

Infant mortality rate worsen considerably in the last 
years, although in 2015 the level is still around the EU 
average. Heathy life years at 65 for men,  preventable 
mortality, and self-perceived general health as 
bad/very bad shows negative developments in the past 
three years, although their level in 2015 is still around 
the EU average.  These variables are identified as 
health challenges. 

Most of the other outcomes indicators are around the 
EU average and some better, while life expectancy at 
65 for women shows a considerably positive develop-
ment compared to the EU average change over the 
past three years. 

Access: In 2015, access to healthcare in Greece is gen-
erally considerably worse than the EU average, une-
qually distributed and worsening 

Health insurance coverage rate in Greece (86%) was 
the lowest in the EU in 2015, considerably declining 
from 100% in 2012. The share of people who reported 
unmet need for medical care is considerably worse 
than the EU average (12.3% versus 3.2% in the EU28 in 
2015). The main reason for unmet need is cost: 10.9% 
of people declare they had unmet need for medical 
care as it was too expensive, which is considerably 
worse than the EU average (2%) and considerably 
worsening. The second reason is distance: declared by 

0.3% of the population, which is also worse than the 
EU average (0.1%). The share of unmet need is increas-
ing considerably more than the EU average in the last 
three years. Moreover, inequality in access to 
healthcare as measured by the gap in unmet need 
between the bottom and the top income quintile is 
considerably worse than the EU average and consider-
ably worsening in the last three years. Access to 
healthcare and inequality in access are identified as 
health challenges in Greece. 

Quality: While vaccination rates are identified as good 
health outcomes, colorectal cancer screening is identi-
fied as a health challenge 

Colorectal cancer screening (for both women and men) 
is, worse than the EU average in 2014 and it is identi-
fied as a health challenge. On the other hand, the in-
fluenza vaccination rate for over 65 year-old (51.4% in 
2014) and the vaccination coverage rate of children for 
DTP (99% in 2015) are identified as good health out-
comes, as they are, respectively above the EU average 
and considerably improving and above the recom-
mended 95% threshold.  

The vaccination coverage rate of children for measles 
(97%) is also above the recommended 95% threshold in 
2015. 

Non-health determinants: most variables on lifestyle 
are good and show positive developments, while smok-
ing rand physical activity are worse than the EU aver-
age 

Although indicators on smoking are improving (consid-
erably more than the EU average among women), 
regular daily smoking in 2014 is still considerably worse 
(especially among women) than the EU average and it 
is identified as a health challenge.  On the other hand, 
alcohol use among women, fruit consumption among 
young, and vegetable consumption are better than the 
EU average and show positive developments over the 
past three years. The gap in vegetable consumption 
between high and low educated groups is considerably 
better than the EU average. These variables are identi-
fied as good outcomes. 

In 2014, physical activity rates among female and male 
adults are worse than the EU average, as well as ine-
quality in physical activity between educational groups.
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Figure 23 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR MAIN DIMENSIONS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT BAR) AND 
3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR)  

 
Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 

Figure 24 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR NON-HEALTH DETERMINANTS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT 
BAR) AND 3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR) 

 
Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat.  
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HUNGARY 

With GDP and health spending per capita below the EU average, most health outcomes in Hungary are considerably 
worse than average. However, a few outcomes are improving in 2015, namely the potential years of life lost and the 
suicide rate. The available indicators on the quality of healthcare show an average performance, with some exceptions 
for indicators on prevention, an area for which expenditure decreased more than average between 2011 and 2014. In 
2014, the screening for colorectal cancer for men was worse than the EU average, while the year after the vaccination 
coverage rates of children were better than average. In 2015, the legislation tried to strengthen primary care with an 
emphasis on prevention. Some risk factors are worse than the EU average, such as smoking and obesity, although alco-
hol use is considerably better. The government took some initiatives to address unhealthy diet. Health expenditure is 
mostly financed by social insurance contributions (58%), followed by out-of-pocket payments (28%) and to a smaller 
extent by government schemes (9%). Although social health insurance is compulsory, the 5% of uncovered population 
remains a challenge of the Hungarian health system. In a context where doctors emigrate to other EU countries, the 
number of physicians increased less than the EU average, although this number is still around average. The government 
took a number of measures to improve the retention of health professionals, including salary increases. 

Resources, Coverage and Organisation of the Health 
System 

Health spending per capita is below the EU average 

In 2015, health spending per capita in Hungary was 
below the EU average (1,532 in pps). When measured 
as a share of GDP, Hungary spends 7.2% (down from 
8% in 2005) for health compared to an EU average of 
9.9%.  Unlike most other EU countries, health spending 
measured as a share of GDP had been declining over 
the three preceding years. Yet, health spending is ex-
pected to further rise due to a number of factors, in-
cluding population ageing, technological progress and 
rise in incomes: between 2013 and 2060 the share of 
public health spending in GDP is projected to increase 
by 0.8 percentage points in Hungary, which is compa-
rable to the EU average (0.9%).  

At 0.3% of GDP, Hungary spent less on long-term care 
than most EU countries. In 2015, expenditures for 
administration (2.1% of current health expenditure), 
for prevention and public health (2.7%) and for cura-
tive care (50.3%) are around the EU average. Unlike 
other EU countries, spending on prevention and public 
health had been declining in recent years, while cura-
tive care expenditures had been increasing much more 
in Hungary than in the EU on average. 

Public health spending is mainly financed by compulso-
ry health insurance 

In Hungary, the proportion of funding by compulsory 
health insurance (55.6% in 2015) is around the EU 
average, while the proportion of government outlays 
(11.1%) is lower than in other European countries. 
Considering the sum of the contributions from compul-
sory health insurance and government outlays, Hunga-
ry has the sixth lowest expenditure (67%) in the EU. 
Households’ out-of-pocket payments (29.0%) is just 
above the EU average. Although the share of voluntary 
schemes is around the EU average (4.2%), it has been 

declining considerably more in Hungary than in other 
EU countries in recent years. 

Hungary’s social insurance system covers 95% of the 
Hungarian population and health services delivery is 
very hospital-centered 

The National Health Insurance Fund (NHIF) is the sole 
payer in the compulsory insurance system and health 
services are provided by a mix of public and private 
providers but still very hospital-centered. The NHIF is 
mainly financed through contributions and an ear-
marked health care tax. Although coverage should be 
universal, the insurance status of about 5 % of the 
population was unclear in 2015, mainly because of 
unpaid insurance contributions. Still, necessary care 
cannot be denied to patients who have not paid their 
contributions.    

The publicly funded benefit package is comprehensive 
but not exhaustive  

The benefit package is decided at the central level by 
the Parliament and the Ministry of Health and defined 
by a positive list for pharmaceuticals and a negative list 
for medical procedures. Since 2004, inclusion of new 
technologies (pharmaceuticals, procedures, and medi-
cal devices) in the benefit package is based on the best 
available evidence with particular focus on Health 
Technology Assessments. Although the benefit basket 
is rarely subject to downward adjustments, few tech-
nologies have been added to the benefit basket since 
the financial crisis.  

Out-of-pocket payments in Hungary take the form of 
cost-sharing, direct payments and informal payments 

Cost-sharing is required for medical goods (including 
pharmaceuticals), dental prostheses and some health 
care services (treatment in sanatoria, long-term chron-
ic care and some hotel services in hospitals) with co-
payments for pharmaceuticals being most important. 
Cost-sharing is also required when patients fail to fol-
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low specific health care pathways and seek specialist 
care without a referral from a family doctor. People 
seeking care from providers outside the social health 
insurance system or for services outside of the defined 
limits of the benefit package must cover all costs out of 
pocket. Additionally, informal payments to physicians 
are a common practice to get quicker access and better 
quality care.  

The central government plays a dominant role in the 
Hungarian health system 

The central government has almost exclusive power to 
formulate strategic direction and to issue and enforce 
regulations. It exercises strict control over revenue 
collection, determines the benefit package, sets budg-
ets, allocates financial resources and engages in con-
tracting and payment. In 2017, the National Institute of 
Health Insurance Fund Administration – which adminis-
ters the NHIF - was integrated into the Ministry of 
Human Capacities and renamed as part of the ongoing 
centralisation process. Another important agency is the 
National Healthcare Service Centre, the leading organi-
sation for health provision. Its responsibilities include 
hospital planning, licensing of medical professionals, 
implementation of national strategies and communica-
tion with international research organisations.  

The provision of primary care is up to municipalities, 
while secondary care is the responsibility of the central 
government 

In Hungary, municipalities have to guarantee access to 
primary care and can choose to provide it through 
salaried doctors or contracted physicians. The latter is 
more common with family doctors working inde-
pendently in publicly-owned practices. Remuneration is 
mostly capitation-based with additional fixed payments 
(based on the size and location of practice). A perfor-
mance bonus payment system was introduced in 2009 
to drive improvement in care quality. Patients can 
freely choose their family doctor, who acts as a gate-
keeper and refers patients to secondary care. Respon-
sibility for secondary care lies with the central govern-
ment (hospitals are publicly owned). Inpatient services 
are reimbursed according to the DRG-based prospec-
tive payment system, except for a few high cost inter-
ventions reimbursed on a case basis. Despite efforts to 
reduce hospital capacity and activity, the Hungarian 
health system remains very hospital-centred.  

The availability of human resources is comparable to 
the EU average, but the number of physicians increases 
at a slower rate 

The number of physicians, nurses and midwives in 
Hungary is similar to the EU average. In 2015, there 
were 310 practicing physicians per 100,000 population 
and 664 nurses and midwives per 100,000 population. 
The number of practicing physicians, however, has 

increased less than across the EU in recent years. Since 
its accession to the EU in 2004, emigration of doctors is 
a key policy concern in Hungary. 

Policy Developments 

Recent government initiatives address antimicrobial 
resistance 

Over the past 15 years, Hungary has strengthened its 
national strategies to fight antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR). Hungary has established a National Bacteriolog-
ical Surveillance System (2001), and a web-based Na-
tional Nosocomial Surveillance System (2004). In 2009, 
the Ministry of Health published a decree providing a 
legal framework to all existing infection and AMR con-
trol activities in the country, and broadened their 
scope in terms of pathogens and infections under sur-
veillance as well as the number of hospitals and labora-
tories providing surveillance data. The country is work-
ing to develop and implement a comprehensive na-
tional strategic action plan for AMR as recommended 
by the European Commission. 

To improve health of the Hungarian population a num-
ber of public health measures have been taken 

To support health promotion and disease prevention 
61 health promoting offices (HPOs) were established 
via EU funds in the 2007-2013 period in particular in 
socio-economically disadvantaged regions ) with a key 
focus on promoting healthy lifestyle including regular 
physical exercise and healthy diet, raising awareness 
and improving the uptake in cervical and breast cancer 
screening. Nearly 200,000 people participated in com-
munity health promotion and health education pro-
grammes and the establishment of additional HPOs 
with further EU funding is planned in 2018. 

Additional measures have been taken to promote 
healthy lifestyle 

The Act on Healthcare adopted in 2011 and related 
decrees set the background for comprehensive health 
promotion and disease prevention at school. Key ele-
ments include healthy diet, everyday  physical activity, 
and physical and mental health development.  

In 2011, a Public Health Tax was introduced to encour-
age healthy diet. The tax, which applies to specific food 
products high in sugar, salt or caffeine, was comple-
mented by regulation to limit the trans-fat content of 
food products and to redefine the nutritional require-
ments for public catering. Impact assessments indicate 
that consumers responded to the tax by choosing 
cheaper, often healthier products and reduced their 
intake of unhealthy foods. 

Cancer screening and some vaccinations were 
strengthened to improve disease prevention 
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Hungary is financially supported by EU Structural Fund 
to improve the quality and accessibility of organized 
cancer screenings. In this context, a public health 
screening system was established in Hungary to sup-
port early diagnosis of certain types of cancer but 
comparably low screening rates and substantial ine-
qualities in access question the effectiveness of these 
programmes in the past. The 2017-18 Public Health 
Action Plan of the National Public Health Strategy tries 
to address these issues, for example by:  

setting up mobile screening stations to visit mainly 
small underdeveloped territories, with some of them 
providing digital mammography screening on spot and 
others offering health counselling and cervical screen-
ing; and by the the expansion of colorectal cancer 
screening to ensure the coverage of the target popula-
tion of 50-70 year-old women and men.  

In September 2014, human papillomavirus (HPV) vac-
cine was introduced as a free, non-prescription vac-
cine, and about 75% of the 7th grade girls were vac-
cinated. 

Efforts have been made to retain health professionals 
in Hungary 

Hungary has introduced a number of measures to im-
prove retention of health professionals. In 2011, the 
residence scholarship programme was created, which 
offered a raise in salary to medical resident doctors 
who made a commitment to work in the public sector 
while obtaining their specialisation. In the past six 
years, there also have been periodic salary increases 
for health workers in publicly financed establishments, 
particularly for medical doctors, and it is expected that 
salaries will be increased again in the last quarter of 
2017.  

Primary care reform has been a consistent focus of 
reform 

A central element of the Semmelweis plan, the sector-
wide reform of 2011, was the reinforcement of primary 
care, with improved care coordination between pro-
viders, use of multidisciplinary polyclinics and the 
standardisation of patient pathways for chronic disease 
management. However, the reform process focussed 
on the hospital sector, leaving the primary care reform 
as a secondary priority, so the latter was not fully de-
veloped when the reform period came to an end. Re-
cent legislation in 2015 tried to strengthen primary 
care again by redefining GPs’ tasks (with a particular 
emphasis on disease prevention), promoting communi-
ty practices and Health Promoting Offices, and revising 
payment schemes. 

The first Health System Performance Assessment has 
been carried out 

The first system-wide Health System Performance 
Assessment (2013-2015) was been published in June 
2017, to assess, among others, the health status of the 
population, mortality indicators, the accessibility and 
quality of health care services. The report also analyses 
health care expenditures  and the long-term sustaina-
bility of the healthcare system. 

JAF Health Results 

Most health outcomes in Hungary are considerably 
worse than the EU average, while potential years of life 
lost and suicide rate are improving 

In 2015, life expectancy at birth (75.7 years) and at 65 
(16.6 years) are considerably worse than the EU aver-
age, for both man and women. Healthy life years (at 
birth and at 65) are worse than the EU average, except 
at birth for women.. Potential years life lost (in particu-
lar for women) and number of deaths due to self-
harm/suicide are considerably worse than the EU aver-
age, although they are improving considerably more 
than the EU average change. Amenable and preventa-
ble mortality are considerably worse than the EU aver-
age, but also show a positive development compared 
to the EU average in the past three years. These varia-
bles are identified as health challenges. 

Access: Health insurance coverage is relatively low 

In 2015, health insurance coverage is worse than the 
EU average, with 5% of the population uncovered. In 
2014, the number of doctors' consultations is consider-
ably higher than the EU average. 

Quality: Indicators on quality are generally around the 
EU average, with the vaccination coverage rates of 
children as positive exceptions and colorectal cancer 
screening for men as a negative exception 

In 2015, the vaccination coverage rate of children for 
DTP (99%) is considerably above the 95% recommend-
ed threshold and it is identified as a good health out-
come.  

Also the vaccination coverage rate of children for mea-
sles is above the 95% recommended threshold. In 
2014, the screening for colorectal cancer among men is 
worse than the EU average. 

Non-health determinants: Alcohol use is considerably 
better than the EU average, while the smoking and the 
obesity rates are worse than the EU average 

The daily smoking rate of men is worse than the EU 
average and considerably worse than average among 
young and women. The obesity rate (except among 
young) is worse than the EU average, although it is 
improving more than the EU level among men. Inequal-
ity in risky single occasional drinking (as measured by 
the gap between low and high educated) is worse than 
the EU average. 
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Figure 25 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR MAIN DIMENSIONS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT BAR) AND 
3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR) 

 
Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 

Figure 26- JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR NON-HEALTH DETERMINANTS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT 
BAR) AND 3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR) 

     

Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 
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IRELAND 

With GDP and health spending per capita above the EU average and a younger population than other EU countries, 
health outcomes in Ireland are generally around or better than the EU average. However, inequality in self-perceived 
general health is worsening. The quality of healthcare is similar to other EU countries, while the vaccination coverage 
rate of children for measles is below standards. The Irish health system lacks universal coverage for primary care and co-
payments can be substantial for people without the Medical or GP Visit cards, while voluntary health insurance plays an 
important role. The lack of universal coverage, as well as the "two-tier" financing system, poses some challenges for the 
implementation of an effective integrated care model. The Parliamentary commission established in 2016 suggested a 
re-orientation towards a single-tier system with universal access. In terms of risk-factors, obesity, especially among 
young and children is an issue in Ireland. As part of the Healthy Ireland Framework, measures to address this have   
recently been taken with the “Healthy Weight for Ireland – Obesity Policy and Action Plan 2016- 2025". 

Resources, Coverage and Organisation of the Health 
System 

Health spending per capita is above EU average and 
Ireland spends more on long term care than most EU 
countries 

Health spending per capita in Ireland is higher than the 
EU average (3,489 in pps in 2015) but around the EU 
average when measured as a share of GDP (7.8%). 
Health spending is expected to further rise due to a 
number of factors, including population ageing,     
technological progress and rise in incomes: between 
2013 and 2060 the share of public health spending in 
GDP is projected to increase by 1.2 percentage points 
in Ireland, which is comparable to the EU average 
(0.9%). With 1.8% of GDP, Ireland spends more on 
long-term care than most EU countries. Otherwise, the 
spending structure does not differ notably from the EU 
average.  

The share of government outlays stands at 70% with 
voluntary schemes playing an important role in Ireland 

In Ireland, the proportion of direct funding by         
government schemes (69.7%) is higher and the       
proportion of compulsory insurance considerably lower 
than in the EU (0.3%). The remaining spending is made 
up of households’ out-of-pocket payments (15.2%), 
which is slightly below the EU average and voluntary 
prepayment schemes (14.9%) which plays a             
considerably bigger role in Ireland than in most other 
EU countries. 

A national health system provides some access to all 
residents 

Large segments of the health care service delivery 
system are publicly financed and accessible to all    
residents, but coverage is uneven and private insur-
ance is used by many to gain faster access to private 
care.  

 

 

The Irish health system lacks universal coverage for 
primary care  

All residents are entitled to receive a range of health 
services in the public system (e.g., inpatient and     
outpatient treatment in hospitals, pharmaceuticals),        
although there are notable variations in coverage. 
Visits to GPs are only covered for the 47 % of the    
population who qualify either for Medical Cards    
(mainly based on means-test) or GP Visit Cards (based 
on a more generous means-test and universally     
available for children under 6 years and senior citizens 
above the age of 70).  

Co-payments can be quite substantial 

Cost-sharing plays a major role in paying for health 
services in Ireland, particularly for those who do not 
hold a Medical Card. Acute inpatient care requires a co-
payment (EUR 80 per day), capped at EUR 800 per 
year, as do visits to emergency and outpatient depart-
ments (EUR 100). Co-payments on prescribed medi-
cines are also applied and capped at EUR 134 per 
household per month. For Medical Card holders, cost-
sharing is basically limited to a EUR 2 charge per phar-
maceutical prescribed up to a ceiling of EUR 20 per 
month. GPs set their own prices and a visit costs on 
average more than EUR 50 for those without Medical 
Card or GP Visit Card.  

Voluntary Health Insurance (VHI) plays an important 
role in Ireland  

Due to important gaps in the public benefit basket – 
particularly for those without Medical Card, and long 
waiting times because of capacity limitations, having 
voluntary private health insurance is important for 
many people in Ireland. Currently, around 45.3% of the 
population have predominantly duplicate coverage for 
private care in both public and private hospitals, as 
well as for quicker access for hospital outpatient    
consultations but private insurance can also cover 
some of the cost of GP visits, dental care and other 
services.  
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The Department of Health and the Health Service Exec-
utive are the main actors in the system  

The Department of Health provides strategic leader-
ship and allocates the health budget, which goes   
mainly to the Health Service Executive (HSE). The HSE 
has operational responsibility for care provision in 
public hospitals, health centres and a range of      
community and social care services. It also purchases 
service from private providers, particularly for primary 
care. 

Service delivery is predominantly private for primary 
care and public for secondary care 

GPs are mainly self-employed and are paid to provide 
public services on a weighted capitation basis plus 
additional fees for special services such a vaccination. 
They are paid on a fee-for-service basis for all patients 
who do not have either a Medical Card or a GP Visit 
Card.  

Referrals are required to access specialist outpatient 
services in the public system. People with voluntary 
health insurance (or who are otherwise able to pay) 
obtain faster access to diagnostics and hospital    
treatments, even from public providers. Hospital    
service delivery is mainly public and activity-based 
funding has been introduced recently. 

The number of physicians is below the EU average 

Compared to other EU countries, Ireland has a        
relatively low number of doctors and high number of 
nurses. Nursing numbers in Ireland not only include 
nurses providing care for patients, but also those work-
ing as managers, educators, etc. There were 288    
practicing physicians per 100,000 population in 2015, 
below the average in EU countries. Ireland has raised 
the number of students entering medical education 
since 2010 which has already led to a strong increase in 
the number of new medical graduates, though a    
significant proportion of these are from abroad and 
leave Ireland following graduation. The proportion of 
health personnel working in hospitals (in FTE) is around 
the EU average (1,124 per 100,000 population) and has 
increased slightly in recent years. 

Policy Developments 

Improving care integration and developing of disease 
management programmes is on the agenda in Ireland 

To overcome the existing care fragmentation in Ireland 
the Health Service Executive is currently developing 
five integrated care programmes with an in             
implementation foreseen over the next two to five 
years. Clinically-led, multi-disciplinary care models will 
target older people, the prevention and management 
of chronic diseases and children and maternity care. In 
the area of chronic disease management, the Health 

Service Executive is developing programmes focusing 
on diabetes, chronic pulmonary disease, asthma, heart 
failure and atrial fibrillation. Yet, the implementation of 
effective integrative care models in Ireland faces some 
challenges, in particular due to its “two-tier” financing 
system, the absence of universal health coverage as 
well as the lack of integration of different state      
agencies and the lack of electronic health records.  

Addressing public health issues has been a major focus 
of recent government initiatives  

In 2013, the “Healthy Ireland” agenda was adopted as 
a general framework to improve population health and 
wellbeing around four broad goals: a) increasing the 
proportion of people who are healthy at all stages of 
life; b) reducing health inequalities; c) protecting the 
public from threats to health and wellbeing; d) creating 
an environment where every sector of society can play 
their part. Some of the key measures to be introduced 
by the government as part of the agenda include   
setting a minimum unit price for alcoholic beverages 
under the Public Health (Alcohol) Bill to bring down 
alcohol consumption (the Bill has yet to be adopted by 
parliament) and introducing plain packaging for      
cigarettes in 2017 as part of the Public Health     
(Standardised Packaging of Tobacco) Act. Under the 
Healthy Ireland Framework, the Irish Government has 
approved and published policies and action plans to 
tackle risk-factors such as obesity, drug, tobacco and 
alcohol use, to promote physical activity, sexual health 
and positive aging and to provide additional supports 
for children and young people. More specifically, the 
Healthy Ireland Framework includes the National   
Physical Activity Plan - Get Ireland Active and a Healthy 
Weight for Ireland – Obesity Policy and Action Plan 
2016- 2025, which were launched in 2016 to tackle 
obesity and promote physical activity.  

Future reforms will most likely aim at a major overhaul 
of the Irish health system 

There is a broad consensus in Ireland that the health 
system requires fundamental changes to better serve 
the needs of the population and deliver value for  
money. A Parliamentary Committee on the Future of 
Healthcare was established in 2016 to outline a reform 
agenda for the next ten years. In its final report, the 
Committee suggests a re-orientation of the Irish health 
system towards a single-tier system with universal 
access based on need. (Oireachtas 2017).  

The Sláintecare Implementation Strategy, prepared in 
response to the Parliamentary Committee report, was 
approved by government in July 2018. It ,provides the 
framework for the implementation of a system-wide 
reform programme aiming to provide care in the right 
place, at the right time, by the right person and always 
on the basis of need and not ability to pay. 
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JAF Health Results 

While the share of people perceiving their health as 
good is considerably better than the EU average,    
inequalities in self-perceived health are worsening 

In 2015, inequality between income groups in self-
perceived general health (as good/very good and as 
bad/very bad) is deteriorating in the past three years 
and it is identified as a health challenge. On the other 
hand, self-perceived general health as good/very good 
is considerably better than the EU average and is   
identified as a good health outcome.  

Self-perceived general health as bad/very bad is also 
better than the EU average, but shows a negative de-
velopment in the last three years. In general, life ex-
pectancy is improving compared to the EU average and 
healthy life years are better than average. In 2014, the 
indicator of self-reported 12-month depression     
symptoms is considerably worse than the EU average, 
but the time series is limited. 

Access: Indicators on access are around the EU average 

The agreed indicators on access provide information on 
the average level of unmet need for medical care 
across income groups (and by reason) and on the gap 
between the poorest and the richest quintile. In 2015, 
all these indicators are around the EU average.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quality: Indicators on quality are around the EU aver-
age 

All quality indicators are around the EU average. How-
ever, the vaccination coverage rate of children for 
measles (93%) is below the recommended 95%  
threshold. 

Non-health determinants: while smoking and some 
inequalities in lifestyle are better than the EU average, 
obesity in particular among young and women is con-
siderably worse  

Data on risk-factors based on EU surveys are limited for 
Ireland compared to other EU countries, specifically 
due to the lack of data in the 2008 wave of the Europe-
an Health Interview Survey. 

In 2014, the obesity rate in particular for  young people 
in the age group 18-24 was considerably worse than 
the EU average. Obesity rate among men, risky single 
occasion drinking and the gap in physical activity    
between educational groups are worse than the EU 
average. On the other hand, daily smoking rate,     
especially among men, is considerably better than the 
EU average. Inequality in smoking rate by income 
groups and in risky single occasion drinking by        
educational groups are better than the EU average. 
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Figure 27 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR MAIN DIMENSIONS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT BAR) AND 
3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR) 

  
Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 

Figure 28 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR NON-HEALTH DETERMINANTS (STANDARDISED SCORES) 

 

www.parlament.gv.at

https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVI&ityp=EU&inr=37924&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AND%203;Code:AND;Nr:3&comp=AND%7C3%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVI&ityp=EU&inr=37924&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AND%203;Code:AND;Nr:3&comp=AND%7C3%7C


 

13 
 

ITALY 

With an above average expenditure for healthcare, a continuous investment on prevention, mostly tax-financed univer-
sal coverage and a general good lifestyle, health outcomes in Italy are around or better than the EU average. However, 
new challenges are emerging in access to healthcare and vaccination coverage rates of children. The share of unmet 
need for medical care due to costs is considerably worse than the EU average, increasing and unequally distributed, with 
almost one out of six persons among poorest households declaring unmet need for medical care. The combination of 
regional differences in the organization of healthcare, including the level of co-payments for outpatient specialist visits, 
and the recent introduction or increase of these co-payments may contribute to explaining the high level and increasing 
trend in unmet need for medical care. While the government has recently addressed the challenge of the low vaccina-
tion coverage rates of children, no measures have been taken to effectively guaranteeing access to healthcare for all. 

Resources, Coverage and Organisation of the Health 
System 

Health spending is on par with EU countries with long 
term care spending growing more slowly 

Health spending per capita in Italy is on par with other 
EU countries both in absolute terms (2,459 pps in 
2015) and when measured as a share of GDP (9%). 
Health spending is expected to further rise due to a 
number of factors, including population ageing, tech-
nological progress and rise in incomes: between 2013 
and 2060 the share of public health spending in GDP is 
projected to increase by 0.7 percentage points in Italy, 
which is comparable to the EU average (0.9%)1. Spend-
ing on long-term care (0.9% of GDP) was around the EU 
average. Italy spends considerably more on prevention 
(4%) than many other EU countries, while spending on 
administration (1.9%) is below the EU average. Other-
wise, the spending structure does not differ notably 
from the EU average. 

The share of government financed health expenditure is 
considerably above the EU average 

In Italy, the proportion of direct funding by govern-
ment schemes (74.6%) is considerably higher and fund-
ing by compulsory insurance (0.3%) much lower than in 
the EU. The remaining spending is made up of house-
holds’ out-of-pocket payments (22.8%) which is around 
the EU average and voluntary prepayment schemes 
(2.3%) which play a smaller role in Italy than in other 
EU countries. 

The tax-funded Italian National Health Service provides 
near universal coverage 

Financed mainly through national and regional taxes, 
the regionally-organised Italian National Health Service 
automatically covers all citizens and foreign residents, 
although important regional differences in funding and 
cost-sharing pose a challenge for access to services. 

                                                           
1 For the country and the EU, the increase in public health spending 
as a share of GDP refers to AWG reference scenario of EC (2015) for 
the period 2013-2060. 

Scope of services covered by the National Health Ser-
vice is wide but there are exemptions 

The central government sets a list detailing the health 
care goods and services available to the population 
through public funding known as essential levels of 
care. Services such as dental care and orthodontics are 
not included in the national benefits package but den-
tal care is covered for children under 15 years and 
vulnerable groups (e.g., low-income patients). Services 
not included in the essential levels of care can be pro-
vided if financed by regions. 

Cost-sharing applies to some services with levels of co-
payments set at regional level 

Flat co-payments are levied on outpatient specialist 
visits referred by a GP (without a referral, the full cost 
has to be paid), on diagnostic procedures, and on med-
icines with full or partial reimbursement. Regions de-
termine the levels of co-payments. In an effort to re-
duce wasteful spending and public deficits, the majori-
ty of regions introduced or increased co-payments on 
pharmaceuticals in 2012, as well as user fees for emer-
gency services that are deemed inappropriate. Some 
groups, such as people over 65 or pregnant women, 
are exempted from these user fees. 

The Ministry of Health is the steward of a highly decen-
tralised National Health Service 

The Italian National Health Service is organised region-
ally, with the central government sharing responsibility 
for health care with the country’s 19 regions and two 
autonomous provinces. At the national level, the gov-
ernment exercises a stewardship role, controls and 
distributes the tax-financed health budget, and defines 
the essential levels of care. Regions are responsible for 
the organisation, planning and delivery of health ser-
vices through local health authorities, and enjoy sub-
stantial autonomy in how they structure their health 
systems within the general framework established 
nationally. 

Service delivery is mainly private in primary care and 
mainly public for secondary care 
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Primary care is provided by self-employed physicians, 
paid through a mix of capitation and fee-for-service. 
People are required to register with a General Practi-
tioner (or a paediatrician up to the age of 14), who 
receives financial incentives to act as a gatekeeper and 
care coordinator. Specialist and hospital care are pre-
dominantly delivered by public providers (such as local 
health units, and district and regional hospitals) as well 
as accredited private providers. The majority of hospi-
tals are paid by DRG, combined with global budgets for 
a few activities, such as teaching. While the Ministry of 
Health sets reference payment rates for hospital and 
outpatient care, regions have substantial autonomy in 
adjusting these tariffs. 

Italy has fewer nurses and slightly more doctors com-
pared to other EU countries 

Italy has a number of doctors (384 per 100,000 popula-
tion) which is slightly above the EU average, but in 
contrast to most other EU countries, the rate has de-
creased in recent years. The number of students admit-
ted to and graduating from nursing schools has in-
creased substantially over the past 15 years, yet the 
number of nurses (570 per 100,000) is still below the 
EU average. The role of nurses is currently being 
strengthened in Italy, especially with regard to the 
management of chronic patients and the introduction 
of nurse-led professional groups in primary care. 

Policy Developments 

The national benefits package is updated and a new 
National Vaccination Plan developed 

In January 2017, the government approved an updated 
version of the publicly financed benefit package – the 
essential levels of care which was developed on the 
basis of epidemiological and demographic needs.  The 
list of services was extended to include new vaccina-
tions and neonatal screenings. An updated list of 
chronic and rare diseases are exempt from cost-
sharing. Whether the essential levels of care are actual-
ly being delivered to the population is also monitored 
more closely following a strengthening of the eHealth 
and health information infrastructure in recent years. 
Alongside the updated benefits package, the new Na-
tional Immunisation Plan 2017-2019 seeks, among 
other things, to provide free vaccinations for specific 
age groups and populations at risk; to eradicate mea-
sles, polio and rubella; and to promote patient literacy 
regarding the benefits of vaccination. Following a mea-
sles outbreak in 2016-2017, the government has made 
12 vaccinations compulsory for children attending 
school. Parents refusing to comply can be fined. 

Progress in tackling smoking among teenagers and 
obesity in children but challenges remain 

The Italian government has taken steps to tackle two 
pressing public health problems: smoking among teen-
agers, and overweight and obesity in children. Policies 
have targeted smoking for the past 15 years, including 
a 2012 ban on smoking in all public and work places, 
and stronger restrictions on tobacco consumption for 
minors. Brand-free cigarette packaging was introduced 
in 2016, targeting teenagers in particular, among 
whom smoking rates remain high.  

The surveillance system “Okkio alla salute” has moni-
tored children in elementary schools throughout Italy 
for the last 10 years. While the latest statistics indicate 
the prevalence of obesity has gone down, notable 
regional differences remain in the availability of gyms 
in schools, initiatives for the promotion of healthier 
eating habits, and the percentage of schools that offer 
lunch (below 50 % in the south compared to 90 % in 
the north).  

Building momentum on efficiency, care integration and 
coordination 

Since 2016, several regions have introduced new or-
ganisational models and health service delivery pro-
cesses while others have merged local health authori-
ties into larger entities (one of the measures of the 
Balduzzi Decree, adopted in 2012). The overall aim of 
these reforms is to achieve efficiency gains and im-
prove quality of care through economies of scale and 
better organisational integration. In that vein, the Bal-
duzzi Decree also promoted the formation of voluntary 
group practices in primary care, moving away from the 
predominant model of solo GP practices to group and 
team-working models, better equipped to address 
patients with complex needs.  

More recently, the 2014 Pact for Health went a step 
further towards care integration, requiring regions to 
establish “primary care complex units” comprising GPs, 
specialists, nurses and social workers. There has also 
been a move away from institutional long-term care 
towards home care, and regional efforts to set up 
chronic care and disease management programmes for 
high-burden conditions such as diabetes (Donatini, 
2017). These new organisational models seek to pro-
mote continuity of care while reducing the inappropri-
ate use of emergency services. 

JAF Health Results 

Health outcome are around or better than the EU aver-
age 

No challenges are identified for health outcomes, 
which are generally around the EU average or better 
(such as life expectancy at birth and potential years of 
life lost for women, number of deaths due to self-
harm/suicide). 
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Access: unmet need for medical care due to costs is 
considerably worse than the EU average, it is unequally 
distributed and worsening 

Despite universal health coverage, the share of people 
who reported unmet need for medical care is worse 
than the EU average (7.2% versus 3.2% in the EU28 in 
2015). The main reason for unmet need are costs: 6.5% 
of people declare they had unmet needs for medical 
examinations or treatment as being too expensive, 
which is considerably worse than the EU average (2%). 
The share of unmet needs is increasing more than the 
EU average in the last 3 years. Moreover, the gap in 
unmet need between the bottom and the top income 
quintile is considerably worse than the EU average, 
with 15.2% declaring unmet needs in the first quintile 
versus 1.4% in the fifths quintile. The gap in unmet 
need is also worsening in the last 3 years with respect 
to the average change in the EU. Access to healthcare 
and inequality in access are identified as health chal-
lenges. 

Quality: The vaccination coverage rates of children are 
a challenge 

In 2015, the vaccination coverage rate of children for 
measles is considerably worse than the recommended 
95% threshold (85%) and is decreasing considerably 
with respect to the average change in the EU in the last 
3 years. The vaccination coverage rate of children for 
DTP is lower than the recommended 95% threshold 
(93%) and is also worsening in the last 3 years. 

Non-health determinants: Lifestyle is generally better 
or considerably better than the EU average, with the 
exception of physical activity and inequality in alcohol 
use 

Data on risk-factors based on EU surveys are limited for 
Italy compared to other EU countries, specifically due 
to the lack of data in the 2008 wave of the European 
Health Interview Survey. 

Physical activity for men, women, adults and young are 
worse than the EU average. The gap in alcohol use by 
educational level is worse than the EU average. The 
other lifestyle variables are generally better or consid-
erably better than the EU average in 2014. 

 

Figure 29 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR MAIN DIMENSIONS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT BAR) AND 
3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR) 
 

 
Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional.  The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under 
assessment by Eurostat. 
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Figure 30- JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR NON-HEALTH DETERMINANTS (STANDARDISED SCORES) 
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LATVIA

With limited financial and physical resources dedicated to healthcare, health outcomes in Latvia are worse or consider-
ably worse than the EU average. However, these challenges are showing strong signs of improvement in the last years, 
with recent reforms also allocating more resources for the healthcare of vulnerable groups and for workers in the health 
sector. Some areas in the quality dimension (e.g. cancer care) still need to be improved. With a relatively low level of 
GDP per capita, risk-factors remain worse than the EU average. Risk-factors is also deteriorating, a recent trend ob-
served in other EU countries. Due to high out of pocket payments access to medical care is limited and unequal. Health 
care system is universal in Latvia, but the depth of coverage is limited. A recently adopted law will shift the current uni-
versal health system towards a two-tier system linking the right to accessing the full healthcare service basket to insur-
ance contributions. Residents will have a differential access to healthcare depending on whether they will pay social 
insurance contributions, or voluntarily opt-in or fall into one of the categories for which the state will pay insurance 
contributions (e.g. children and pensioners). These people will have access to a full healthcare service basket, while oth-
er residents will have access to a minimum basket. 

Resources, Coverage and Organisation of the Health 
System 

Health spending in Latvia is low and projected to in-
crease as in Europe 

Health spending per capita in Latvia is below the EU 
average (991 pps in 2014). If measured as a share of 
GDP, health expenditure in Latvia is considerably below 
the EU average (5.5% in 2014). Yet, health spending is 
expected to rise in the future due to a number of fac-
tors, including population ageing, technological pro-
gress and rising incomes: between 2013 and 2060 the 
share of public spending on health in Latvia is projected 
to increase by 0.6 percentage points of GDP, around 
the average level across the EU (+0.9 percentage 
points)2. At 0.3% of GDP, spending on long-term care in 
Latvia is also below the EU average. 

In terms of the structure of health spending, Latvia 
spends less on administration (2%) than the EU aver-
age. Spending on curative and rehabilitative care (49%) 
is slightly below the EU average (55%). On the other 
hand, spending on pharmaceuticals in Latvia is higher. 

Public health spending in Latvia is comparably low with 
out-of-pocket spending playing an important role  

Only 60% of total health spending in Latvia is paid out 
of public sources, compared with almost 80% in the EU 
as a whole (in 2014). Public spending is entirely fi-
nanced through direct outlays by government since a 
social health insurance scheme based on contributory 
payments does not exist in Latvia. Nearly all of the 
remaining spending is made up of households’ out-of-
pocket payments (39%). This share is among the high-
est across the EU and considerably above the EU aver-
age of 15%. This is the result of limitations in the 
breadth and depth of public coverage for health care 
services. Informal payments are also more frequent in 

                                                           
2 For the country and the EU, the increase in public health spending 
as a share of GDP refers to AWG reference scenario of EC (2015) for 
the period 2013-2060. 

Latvia than many EU countries3. Voluntary health in-
surance plays only a marginal role compared to many 
other EU countries. Its share of total health spending 
(1%) is below the EU average.  

Universal coverage in a tax-financed health system 

The Latvian health system is mainly tax-financed 
providing coverage for the entire population via a pub-
licly-funded benefit package. However, patients are 
exposed to substantial user charges and direct pay-
ments.  

 

The scope of goods and services covered is comparably 
limited 

Services provided by physicians and institutions that 
have contractual agreements with the National Health 
Service (NHS) are publicly covered. The benefit package 
is defined by “positive lists” (for pharmaceuticals, and 
for certain preventive, diagnostic and therapeutic in-
terventions) and “negative lists” (exclusion of certain 
services, such as dental care for adults, rehabilitation 
with some exceptions, and sight- and hearing-
correction aids also with some exceptions). Compared 
to other European countries, the scope of the benefit 
package in Latvia is relatively limited, and was reduced 
after the economic crisis in 2008 to help contain health 
spending during a period of fiscal consolidation. How-
ever, the benefit package has recently been expanded 
again for instance with the inclusion of  transcatheal 
aortic valve implantation for patients and liver trans-
plantation for adults, positron emission tomography 
services for patient with certain oncological diagnosis. 
As well improved the provision of diagnostics and con-
sultation for patients with rare disease by introducing 
the specialized rare disease cabinet, and improved 
diabetes patients care by introducing services of train-
ing cabinet. Additionally, efforts have been made to 
improve the timeliness of access to some vital services 
                                                           
3 Transparency International (2013). 
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particularly in oncology. For instance, since 2016, pa-
tients with a suspected cancer diagnosis are expected 
to be examined in a specialised institution within 10 
working days of receiving a referral from their family 
doctor. Since 2017, the course of treatment must also 
be decided within a month of the first specialist.  

Limited depth in public coverage lead to a high out-of-
pocket spending 

In general, access to health services in Latvia, including 
GP visits, specialist visits, hospital stays and pharma-
ceuticals, requires cost sharing in the form of user 
charges. If treatment is sought outside of the NHS 
system or secondary care providers are consulted 
without referral, patients have to bear the full cost of 
services. Both the limitations in the scope of services 
covered and lack of depth of coverage contribute to 
the high share of out-of-pocket spending in Latvia, in 
particular for pharmaceuticals. 

The government introduced a number of supplemen-
tary measures to protect particularly vulnerable groups 
from catastrophic health spending. After the financial 
crisis in 2009, a reduced cap on out-of-pocket pay-
ments was introduced for lower-income groups as part 
of the Safety Net and Social Sector Reform Programme 
which lasted until 2012. 

Today, other protection mechanisms limit user charges 
to a certain degree. Some health services such as 
emergency medical services, annual health check-ups 
by GPs, vaccination against diphtheria for adults, and 
specific screening services are exempt from cost-
sharing. Additionally, the regulation on health care 
organisation and financing stipulates an exemption 
from user charges  for a total of 18 statutory categories 
of vulnerable patient groups including children under 
18 years, persons in need, persons with disabilities, 
asylum seekers, and people receiving inpatient pallia-
tive care.  

Responsibility for health policy, regulation and man-
agement is split between the Ministry of Health and the 
NHS 

The Latvian health system is characterised by tax-
financed health care provision, a purchaser–provider 
split and a mix of public and private providers. The 
system is the result of more than 25 years of transfor-
mation since the independence of the country in 1991. 
After undergoing several reforms, a National Health 
Service (NHS) type system was established in 2011. The 
two main actors in the health system are: (1) the Minis-
try of Health, which is responsible for developing na-
tional health policies and for the overall organisation 
and functioning of the health system, and (2) the NHS, 
which implements health policies and purchases the 
bulk of publicly-financed health services.  

Service delivery is mixed with gatekeeping at the pri-
mary care level 

Providers contracted by the NHS tend to be predomi-
nantly private in the case of primary care; public and 
private in the case of secondary care, with public own-
ership concentrated mainly at the municipal level; and 
exclusively public in the case of tertiary care, with 
ownership concentrated at the national level. 

Almost all Latvians are registered with a primary health 
care (PHC) provider who acts as the main point of entry 
into the health care system and as the gatekeeper for 
secondary ambulatory and hospital care. In rural areas 
(in which about a third of the population lives), physi-
cian assistants or midwives still provide a considerable 
proportion of primary care. A patient with a referral 
from a PHC provider can freely choose any ambulatory 
or inpatient care provider under contract with the NHS. 
Some specialists can be accessed directly without a 
referral, under certain conditions (e.g. access to a pae-
diatrician for children). In 2016, the requirement that 
only specialists (not PHC providers) can refer patients 
for certain highly specialised diagnostic and laboratory 
examinations was introduced in an attempt to rational-
ise expenditures.  

PHC providers are paid using a mix of capitation, fee-
for-service (FFS), fixed practice allowances, bonuses, 
and include a pay-for-performance scheme (P4P). The 
latter was introduced in 2013, and targets prevention, 
the treatment of chronic conditions, efficiency gains, 
and the diversity of PHC services. Secondary ambulato-
ry providers are mostly paid by flat-rate fees for de-
fined episodes of illness, with additional FFS payments 
for preventive, diagnostic and therapeutic interven-
tions. Since 2010, hospitals have been paid through 
global budgeting adjusted by numbers and types of 
patients treated. The implementation of a payment 
scheme more explicitly based on DRGs started in 2015. 

Availability of nurses and midwives in Latvia is below 
the EU average  

In 2015, the ratio of practicing physicians in Latvia 
stood at 320 per 100,000 population – around the EU 
average. This figure has been relatively stable in Latvia 
in recent years, while it has gone up in general across 
the EU. The number of practicing nurses and midwives 
relative to the size of the population in Latvia (489 per 
100,000 population) was lower than the EU average 
and has been declining over the three preceding years.  

The density of health professionals varies between 
regions in Latvia. To promote the recruitment of medi-
cal staff in underserved areas, new resident admission 
requirements for government-financed medical educa-
tion were introduced giving priority in training to those 
applicants who commit to working within a regional 
municipality and/or state medical institution outside 
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the capital after the completion of their residency pro-
gram. Further measures to encourage working outside 
of Riga, supported by EU funds from the 2014-2020 
perspective, will facilitate the recruitment of staff out-
side of the capital, including the possibility for some 
specialists to retrain and return to the labour market. 

Low remuneration has been identified as an important 
obstacle in the recruitment of staff for medical institu-
tions, in particular for positions at middle and lower 
level. To tackle this problem, the Ministry of Health has 
allocated additional funding to remunerate medical 
staff. Wages for low pay grades have been increased by 
approximately 7% (EUR 10 million in 2016; EUR 5.8 
million in 2017). Additional funding of EUR 85.3 million 
to increase remuneration of medical staff will be made 
available in2018. This will lead to significant wage in-
crease for doctors (44%), nurses and midwives (38%), 
and for medical and patient care support staff (24%). 

Policy Developments 

Improving care coordination at the primary care level 
has become an important policy goal in Latvia 

In addition to assuring access to care for low-income 
households, the Social Safety Net programme, intro-
duced in 2009, also included measures that aimed to 
shift care away from hospitals towards more coordi-
nated care at the community level. This refers to the 
provision of home care services for chronic patients, 
day care services for patients with mental illnesses, the 
financing of additional nurses in primary care and the 
establishment of a family doctor telephone advisory 
service. To increase the accessibility of health care 
services, the 2017 budget for health care was raised by 
EUR 50 million (6.5%) compared to 2016. EUR 34.3 
million of this increase is earmarked for activities to 
decrease waiting times for out-patient services, to 
improve the accessibility to diagnostics, to treat malig-
nant tumours and to reimburse pharmaceuticals for 
specific conditions. 

Recent reforms aim to improve the general access to 
medical care, care quality and the efficiency of the 
system, including by allocating more targeted resources 

Latvia has started to implement a number of health 
care reforms with the aim of ensuring the sustainable 
development of the health care system while improv-
ing access. Reforms are expected to cover many areas 
of the health system including infrastructure require-
ments and mapping of service providers, the remuner-
ation of health workers, an improvement of the selec-
tion process of the publicly funded health care provid-
ers (strategic purchasing including the benefit basket), 
the establishment of a health care quality system, a 
further development of the existing eHealth system, 
the reorganization of subordinate institutions which 
are under the responsibility of the Ministry of Health.  

A recently adopted law will shift the current universal 
health coverage towards a two-tier system linking 
access to the full healthcare service basket to insurance 
contributions 

In December 2017 the Latvian government adopted a 
health financing law which introduces state health 
insurance system with two service baskets (a full and a 
minimum).. The full healthcare service basket is linked 
to state health insurance. The right to state health 
insurance (full basket) is reserved to people who paid 
compulsory social insurance contributions, which are 
increased by 1% in 2018. There would be a voluntary 
opt-in for those who want to have access to full basket, 
by paying voluntary health insurance contributions. 
Health insurance payments for those who will not be 
insured automatically will amount 1% of the minimum 
monthly salary in 2018 (3% in 2019, 5% in 2020).  . The 
state will contribute on behalf of specific groups includ-
ing children, pensioners, registered unemployed and 
other statutory categories. The minimum basket avail-
able to all residents includes emergency care, materni-
ty care, family doctor services, medicines and medical 
devices as well as the treatment of selected diseases 
(tuberculosis, mental health).  

JAF Health Results 

Health outcomes in Latvia are often considerably worse 
than the EU average, although objective measures 
show strong signs of improvement 

In 2015, healthy life years at birth and at 65 are con-
siderably worse than the EU average (for both women 
and men) and are identified as a health challenge. Life 
expectancy at birth (74.8 in 2015), preventable mortali-
ty and the number of deaths due to self-harm / suicide 
are considerably worse than the EU average, but show 
some positive developments compared to the average 
trend in the EU over the last three years. Life expectan-
cy at 65 for both men and women, potential years of 
life lost for both men and women and amenable mor-
tality are also considerably worse than the EU average, 
but show a considerable positive development.  All 
these indicators are identified as health challenges.  
The share of people who perceived their general health 
as good/very good and bad/very bad are considerably 
worse than the EU average and are identified as health 
challenges. In general, the level remains considerably 
worse than the EU average and it is identified as a 
health challenge. 

Child mortality (1-14) (23/100 000 in 2013) and exter-
nal causes of death (excluding accidents) are consider-
ably worse than the EU average. The gap in the share 
of people who perceive their general health as 
bad/very bad between the lowest and the highest 
income group is considerably higher that the EU aver-
age. 
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Access: The limited and unequal access to healthcare is 
improving as well in the last years 

Unmet need for medical care (8.2% in 2016) represents 
a health challenge in Latvia, as it remains worse than 
EU average, although it shows a considerable positive 
development over the last three years. Unmet need for 
medical care in Latvia is mostly explained by costs and 
distance. Inequality in access to medical care, as meas-
ured by the gap between the bottom and top income 
quintile, is considerably worse than the EU average but 
improving considerably. 

The number of doctors' consultation is around the EU 
average but shows a positive development. 

Quality: The quality dimension is not as challenging as 
other areas in Latvia, but it does not show either clear 
signs of improvement  

Breast cancer screening is worse than the EU average. 
Although cervical cancer screening is around the EU 
average, it decreased from 2008, in a period in which 
the survival rate for cervical cancer was already worse 
than the EU average (2007 data). The influenza vac-
cination rate for over 65 (3.9% in 2014) is worse than 
the EU average. These indicators are identified as 
health challenges in the quality domain.  

In-hospital mortality following AMI and stroke are 
considerably worse than the EU average (2013). Sur-
vival rates for colorectal and breast cancer are consid-
erably worse than the EU average (2007 data), alt-
hough colorectal cancer screening is around the EU 
average. However, the vaccination coverage rates of 
children for DTP and measles show a considerable 

positive development over the last three years and 
meet the 95% threshold. 

Non-health determinants: Indicators about lifestyle are 
worse than the EU average, including inequality in 
alcohol consumption. With the exception of the smok-
ing rate of, the situation is worsened by the negative 
development of most of these indicators 

In 2014, the obesity rate among women (22.7%), alco-
hol use among men (31.4%) and fruit consumption 
among adults (39.8%) are considerably worse than the 
EU average. The gap in obesity between high and low 
income quintile and alcohol use between high and low 
educated and fruit consumption among young (15-24 
year-old) are worse than the EU average. The smoking 
rate among men (36%) is considerably worse than the 
EU average, but shows a considerable positive devel-
opment from 2008. Although the share of smokers 
among women is around the EU average, it shows a 
negative development from 2008 compared to the EU 
average change. The obesity rate for men is around the 
EU average, but shows a considerable negative devel-
opment compared to the average increase in the EU.  
Vegetable consumption among young people is worse 
the EU average and shows a relative negative devel-
opment, while among young people is around average 
but shows a considerable negative development. These 
indicators are identified as health challenges.  

Physical activity, including among young, is around the 
EU average (only 2014 data available). 
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Figure 31 - JAF Health profile charts for main dimensions (standardised scores), levels (left bar) and 3-year changes 
(right bar) 

  
   Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 

Figure 32 - JAF Health profile charts for non-health determinants (standardised scores), levels (left bar) and 3-year 
changes (right bar) 

 
 Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat.  
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LITHUANIA 

With a high rate of poverty and social exclusion and a health spending below average, most health outcomes in Lithua-
nia are considerably worse than the EU average, while only around half are improving. Lithuania has the lowest life 
expectancy at birth for men in the EU, with smoking among men worse than average, while Lithuania's alcohol policy is 
becoming more restrictive. Expenditure on prevention is below the EU average and some indicators on prevention (vac-
cinations, cancer screening) show a worse than the average performance. The Lithuania health system is mostly based 
on compulsory social insurance, with an estimate of 2-4% of the population uninsured (although their exact status is not 
clear). The level of government expenditure for healthcare is below the EU average and the level of out-of-pocket pay-
ments for pharmaceuticals is relatively high. Lithuania recently adopted pharmaceutical guidelines to promote the ra-
tional use of medicines and the reduction of out-of-pocket spending. The number of consultations per doctor is higher 
than the EU average and increasing, despite the number of physicians is considerably above the average. Unmet need 
for medical care due to distance is worse than average and identified as a challenge. 

Resources, Coverage and Organisation of the Health 
System 

Health spending in Lithuania is below the European 
average 

Health spending in Lithuania is below the EU average 
when measured on a per capita basis (1,483 in pps in 
2015) or as a share of GDP (6.5%). Health spending is 
expected to rise due to a number of factors, including 
population ageing, technological progress and rise in 
incomes: between 2013 and 2060 the share of public 
health spending in GDP is projected to increase by 0.1 
percentage points in Lithuania, considerably more 
slowly than the EU average (0.9%) .  

In 2015, Lithuania spent 1.9% of current health ex-
penditure on prevention, which is below average, but 
the proportion had been rising more rapidly than in the 
EU in previous years. The spending structure was oth-
erwise comparable to the EU average although the 
proportions dedicated to curative and rehabilitative 
care had been decreasing in comparison to the EU 
average in previous years.  

The majority of public spending is financed by social 
insurance 

In Lithuania, in 2015, the proportion of funding by 
compulsory insurance (57.0% of current health ex-
penditure) was around average for the EU while the 
proportion of government outlays (9.9%) was lower. 
Households’ out-of-pocket payments (32.1%) were 
higher and had been increasing more rapidly than in 
the EU, while voluntary schemes represented only 
1.0% of current health spending, below the EU aver-
age.  

The insurance-based health system aims at providing 
universal access to care 

The National Health Insurance Fund (NHIF) provides 
quasi-universal coverage to the population and con-
tracts public and private providers. The principle of 
universality in the Lithuanian Compulsory Health Insur-
ance System is understood as an arrangement where 

all permanent residents and those temporary residing 
and legally working foreigners as well as they family 
members are obliged to pay compulsory health insur-
ance contributions, and upon an occurrence of an in-
sured event are entitled to receive healthcare services 
compensated from the budget of the Compulsory 
Health Insurance Fund. Compulsory enrolment is fi-
nanced by a mix of contributions and per-capita pay-
ments from the state budget on behalf of the economi-
cally inactive population. People who do not pay com-
pulsory contributions and are not insured by State 
must cover the cost of treatment personally. It is esti-
mated that between 96% and 98% of the population is 
covered. The exact status of the uninsured is unclear, 
but they could be people who reside and pursue eco-
nomic activity abroad without declaring officially about 
the movement of their residence to another country 
(and for this reason they could still be counted in the 
reference population of permanent Lithuanian resi-
dents for the estimation of health insurance coverage). 

The range of services covered by the NHIF is relatively 
broad but out-of-pocket payments for medical goods  
are high 

Urgent health care is provided for all residents. The 
insured are entitled to a broad range of personal health 
services defined rather loosely. There are no co-
payments for primary care and referred services. A 
positive list indicates which pharmaceuticals are reim-
bursed. For ambulatory pharmaceuticals, reimburse-
ment rates range between 50 and 100% depending on 
the type of disease covered (with the majority covered 
at 80 or 100%) and reimbursement can be tied to spe-
cific indications. The reimbursement rate applies to a 
reference price and patients who purchase higher 
priced pharmaceuticals have to pay the difference. The 
relatively high out-of-pocket payments are thus pre-
dominantly expended on medical goods, but can also 
include payments for services that are not in the bene-
fits package, or are made to non-contracted providers. 
To reduce the prices of medicines is one of the priori-
ties of the 17th Government of the Republic of Lithua-
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nia. The Programme of the Government of the Repub-
lic of Lithuania foresees several measures which are 
aimed to promote the rational use of medicines by 
encouraging the use of generics and biosimilars instead 
of patented medicines; providing information cam-
paign for patients about rational use of medicines, 
including non-prescription medicines, control of pre-
scription only medicines sales in pharmacies, decreas-
ing patients’ co-payments for reimbursed medicines, 
ensuring better access of medicines for people with 
very low incomes.  To decrease the co -payments for 
reimbursed medicines, the Governmental Decree on 
reimbursed price calculation was amended and came 
into force on 1st July 2017. After the implementation 
of new provisions, the co-payment for reimbursed 
medicines decreased about 20 percent4.  

The Ministry of Health is the main steward of the 
health system  

The Ministry of Health (MoH) formulates health policy 
and regulation but has also a more direct managerial 
role, from actively governing the NHIF, e.g., by repre-
sentation in its board, to managing large hospitals. The 
MoH is supported by a number of specialised agencies, 
including the State Health Care Accreditation Agency, 
which is also in charge of HTA and the States Medicines 
Control Agency.  

Service delivery remains dominated by a large mostly 
public hospitals sector but outpatient service delivery is 
increasingly mixed 

Primary care is provided in either municipality-owned 
or private facilities. Private providers tend to work in 
small practices and covered around 30% of the popula-
tion in 2015. Insured people are free to register with 
the primary care provider of their choice. Primary care 
providers receive a capitation, with additional fees for 
delivering preventive services, and a small pay-for-
performance component. Specialist outpatient care is 
delivered through the outpatient departments of hos-
pitals or polyclinics, as well as by private providers. 
Hospitals, which are for the most part owned by the 
state or municipalities, are paid by DRG but volumes 
are capped. In the fast developing day care and day 
surgery segment, private providers, although they are 
still few and small, receive around 10% of the amount 
contracted by the NHIF. They also provide around half 
of diagnostic and interventional imaging services con-
tracted by the NHIF.  

The number of physicians is relatively high compared to 
the EU average 

                                                           
4 Based on data from NHIF available at: 
http://www.vlk.lt/veikla/veiklos-sritys/kompensuojamieji-
vaistai/Statistika. 
 

In 2015, the numbers of physicians (434 practicing 
physicians per 100,000 population) was considerably 
higher than the EU average, but the number of nurses 
and midwives (798 per 100,000 population) was aver-
age. 

Policy Developments 

Lithuania’s alcohol policy is becoming more restrictive 

Health features as a prominent inter-sectoral priority 
across Lithuania’s strategic planning documents, and 
the health strategy emphasises the importance of tack-
ling health determinants and reducing inequalities. In 
particular, Lithuania is stepping up its efforts to tackle 
the exceptionally high alcohol consumption. In 2017, 
alcohol taxes increased and Parliament adopted new 
restrictions including a ban on alcohol advertising, the 
extension of the age for buying and consuming alcohol-
ic beverages from 18 to 20 years, and restriction of 
selling hours. In the new legislation, retailers would be 
responsible for controlling the age of buyers, and local 
governments given increased authority to limit and 
control sales hours in both shops and restaurants. 

The on-going consolidation of the hospital sector is now 
supported by measures to improve the quality of care  

The consolidation of the hospital sector has been a 
long-standing government priority but remains a chal-
lenge. Two recent initiatives aim to support this agenda 
by organising and concentrating service delivery to 
increase quality. First, contracting for surgery and ma-
ternity by the NHIF is now limited to those hospitals 
that provide more than a minimum volume of services. 
Second, standardised pathways have been introduced 
for stroke and some myocardial infarctions. Following 
an initial assessment, and depending on severity, pa-
tients are directed by emergency services either to the 
regional hospital, to one of six regional stroke treat-
ment centres, or to one of five cardiology centres es-
tablished by the program. They receive an initial 
treatment and can be later transferred to a facility 
closer to their home. The new specialised centres offer 
effective but previously under-developed services.  

National pharmaceutical guidelines provide an explicit 
direction for pharmaceutical health policy 

As many other countries, Lithuania struggles to balance 
considerations of access and sustainability when it 
comes to pharmaceutical products. For the first time in 
2017, the Ministry of Health has adopted national 
pharmaceutical guidelines which set explicit policy 
priorities. These include the promotion of the rational 
use of medicines and reductions in out-of-pocket 
spending through increases in the take-up of generics 
and bio-similars as well as reductions in prices. 
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JAF Health Results 

Outcomes: Men in Lithuania have the lowest life expec-
tancy in the EU and most health outcomes are consid-
erably worse than the EU average, while only around 
half are improving 

In 2015, life expectancy at birth (stand at 74.6) and at 
65 (stand at 17.1) are considerably worse than the EU 
average. Lithuania records the lowest life expectancy at 
birth for men in the EU (69.2), although it shows a 
positive development compared to the EU average 
change in the last three years. Life expectancy at 65 
and healthy life years (at birth and at 65) for women 
are relatively better compared to men, but still worse 
than the EU average. However, healthy life years show 
a negative development compared to the EU average 
change in the past three years. Self-perceived general 
health as good/very good and bad/very bad are con-
siderably worse than the EU average, while the latter is 
improving considerably in relative term. Inequality in 
self-perceived health (as measured by the gap between 
income quintiles) is also worse than the EU average 
While the gap in self-perceived general health as 
bad/very bad is improving in comparative terms in the 
last three years, the self-perceived general health as 
good/very good is worsening considerably compared to 
the EU average change. In 2014, potential years life lost 
(for both women and men), amenable and preventable 
mortality are considerably worse than the EU average, 
but they are improving considerably in the past three 
years. Lithuania also report the highest number of 
deaths due to self-harm/suicide in the EU, although it is 
improving more than average in the last three years.  
Infant mortality is around the EU average, but it is 
deteriorating more than the EU average in the last 
three years. These variables are identified as health 
challenges.  

Child mortality (among 1-14 year-old) and external 
causes of death excluding transportation accidents are, 
respectively, worse and considerably worse than the 
EU average. 

Access: unmet need for medical care due to distance 
and the number of doctor's consultations are worse 
than the EU average, while the latter is also worsening 

In 2015, unmet need for medical care due to distance 
(0.3%) is worse than the EU average. In 2014, the num-
ber of doctor's consultation it is higher than the EU 
average and considerably increasing compared to the 
EU average in the last three years. 

Quality: Some indicators on prevention (vaccination, 
cancer screening) are worse than the EU average 

Data on the quality of healthcare are limited for Lithu-
ania. In 2015, the vaccination coverage rates of chil-

dren for DTP is below the recommended 95% threshold 
and it identified as a health challenge. 

In 2007, the survival rates of colorectal and breast 
cancer were considerably worse than the EU average. 
In 2014, the screening of breast cancer (among women 
50-69) is still worse than the EU average. The share of 
over 65year-old declaring to have had an influenza 
vaccination (5.2%), based on the EHIS data, is also 
worse than the EU average. The ECDC provides data on 
vaccination coverage rates for older people based on 
the administrative method, which corresponds to re-
ported routine immunisation data, i.e. registry system 
of doses administered. According to these data, the 
vaccination coverage rate for over 65 year-old in Lithu-
ania is 22.1%5, against a median value in Europe of 
41.8%6. The vaccination coverage rate of children for 
measles is below the recommended 95% threshold. 

Non-health determinants: Some aspects of lifestyle are 
a concern, especially for men and to a lesser extent for 
young, with some inequalities in diet 

Data on risk-factors based on EU surveys are limited for 
Lithuania compared to other EU countries, specifically 
due to the lack of data in the 2008 wave of the Europe-
an Health Interview Survey. 

In 2104, the smoking rate (33.6%) among men are 
worse than the EU average, while the smoking rate 
among women (9.2%) is considerably better than the 
EU average. On the other hand, the obesity rate among 
women is worse than the EU average, while that of 
men and young are better than average. The physical 
activity rate among adults (women and men) is worse 
than the EU average, but not for young. Vegetable 
consumption among young (15-24 year-old) is better 
than the EU average and, in general, young have a 
healthier lifestyle. While inequality between high and 
low educated is worse than average for diet (fruit and 
vegetable consumption) and considerably better for 
physical activity. 

                                                           
5 These data may include double counting. 
6 Source: European Centre for Diseases Prevention and Control 
(2017) TECHNICAL REPORT "Seasonal influenza vaccination in Eu-
rope. Vaccination recommendations and coverage rates in the EU 
Member States for eight influenza seasons 2007–2008 to 2014–
2015", available at: 
https://ecdc.europa.eu/sites/portal/files/documents/influenza-
vaccination-2007%E2%80%932008-to-2014%E2%80%932015.pdf 
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Figure 33 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR MAIN DIMENSIONS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT BAR) AND 
3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR) 

 
Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional.  The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under 
assessment by Eurostat. 

Figure 34 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR NON-HEALTH DETERMINANTS (STANDARDISED SCORES) 
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LUXEMBOURG 

With the highest health expenditure per capita in the EU, health outcomes in Luxembourg are generally around the EU 
average. However, indicators on mental health signal an issue in this area, as Luxembourg has a relatively high level of 
depression, while the suicide rate is increasing. Other health outcomes are worsening in the last years, namely healthy 
life years (while life expectancy is increasing) and self-perceived general health, as well as its divide by income groups. In 
terms of quality, vaccination coverage rates of children are good, while in-hospital mortality rates following AMI and 
stroke are not improving as in other EU countries. Recently, Luxembourg set-up its first National Antibiotic Plan to tackle 
antimicrobial resistance. Healthcare insurance is universal in Luxembourg. The largest share of health expenditure is 
financed by compulsory health insurance, and the benefit package is relatively generous. Cost-sharing applies to most 
services, but they are capped depending on annual income. This, together with the use of complementary voluntary 
insurance, explains the relatively low level of out-of-pocket payments compared to other EU countries. Although the 
availability of care depends on recruitment from abroad, there are no specific issues in the access dimension. In terms of 
risk-factors, alcohol consumption and inequality in regular smoking by income groups are worse than the EU average. A 
number of measures have been taken in recent years to address public health issues and, in particular, on alcohol con-
sumption and smoking, as well as suicide and depression. 

Resources, Coverage and Organisation of the Health 
System 

Health spending as a share of the GDP is below the EU 
average even though Luxembourgers spend much more 
on health per capita than other EU countries 

Health spending per capita in Luxembourg (4,131 pps) 
is the highest in the EU in 2015. Luxembourg spends 
less than the EU average when health spending is 
measured as a share of GDP (6.1%), although in pro-
portion to national consumption (e.g. measure as a 
share of GNI) it would be higher. Health spending is 
expected to rise due to a number of factors, including 
population ageing, technological progress and rise in 
incomes: between 2013 and 2060 the share of public 
health spending in GDP is projected to increase by 0.5 
percentage points in Luxembourg, which is below the 
EU average (0.9%). In terms of structure, in 2015, Lux-
embourg spent considerably more on long-term nurs-
ing care (23.5% of health spending) than other EU 
countries. Administrative spending (4.3%) was also 
higher than in the EU although the proportion allocat-
ed to this had gone down in recent years. Spending on 
curative (48.7%) and rehabilitative care (4.2%) were 
average, but their share had declined in the previous 
three years. 

Public spending on health is mainly channelled through 
compulsory health insurance 

In 2015, 72.9% of health spending was channelled 
through compulsory health insurance, above the EU 
average. By contrast, the proportion of health expendi-
ture funded through government outlays (9.1%) was 
lower than the EU average, but has increased more 
than in other countries in recent years. The remaining 
spending was made up household out-of-pocket pay-
ments (10.6%), below the EU average, and voluntary 
schemes (7.4%), around the EU average. The share of 
the latter, however, had increased in recent years.  

Generous coverage is provided through compulsory 
social health insurance 

A single-payer social health insurance fund (CNS) pro-
vides universal health coverage and either pays service 
providers or reimburses patients afterwards. Revenues 
of CNS come from contributions by employees and 
employers but transfers from the government are also 
substantial (40%).  

Coverage is universal and benefit package more gener-
ous than in neighbouring countries. 

In 2015, 95.2% of the population were covered by 
health insurance. The rest were mostly working either 
for the European Commission or abroad and thus cov-
ered by foreign schemes. Absence of coverage is not 
considered to be an issue in Luxembourg. Compulsory 
health insurance entitles the insured population to a 
very broad benefits package, which covers more ser-
vices than those in neighbouring countries, in particu-
lar for dental care and prosthesis. 

Cost-sharing applies to many services with voluntary 
health insurance used to offset co-payments 

With the exception of some clearly defined services 
such as chemotherapy, child vaccinations, and medi-
cines for certain conditions, most goods and services, 
including doctor’s consultations, pharmaceuticals and 
hospitalisation require some level of cost-sharing for 
patients. This can refer to flat user fees, a ceiling on the 
annual amount covered, or a percentage of costs reim-
bursed (with rates varying between services). Co-
payments are capped at 2.5% of annual gross income. 
More than half of the population has complementary 
voluntary health insurance to offset these co-
payments. This explains why the share of out-of-pocket 
payments in Luxembourg is below most other EU coun-
tries. 
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Cross-border working and seeking treatment abroad 
are important in Luxembourg 

A feature that sets Luxembourg apart from other coun-
tries is the extent to which cross-border workers and 
Luxembourgish residents seek care abroad – for differ-
ent reasons. In 2013, 16% of patients insured with the 
CNS sought care abroad. This refers on the one hand to 
cross-border workers who seek care mostly in their 
country of residence. A second group comprises Lux-
embourgish residents who seek specialised health 
services that are unavailable in Luxembourg (e.g. pae-
diatric cancer care, organ transplant). They are treated 
in neighbouring countries and in general the CNS is 
very generous in pre-authorising care abroad.  

The Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Social Security 
and the Ministry of the Family are the main actors in 
the health system 

The Ministry of Social Security and the Ministry of 
Health are jointly responsible for health system gov-
ernance, with the Ministry of the Family contracting 
and regulating long term care. The Ministry of Health 
develops health policy and legislation, organises care 
delivery, authorises large hospital investments and 
directly co-finances public health programmes. The 
Ministry of Social Security is responsible for social poli-
cy and oversees public institutions (such as the CNS) 
funding health care, sickness leave and long term care. 

Service delivery is mainly private in primary care and 
mixed for secondary care 

Primary care is provided in private solo practices, as is 
the majority of outpatient specialist care (with some 
provision in public and private hospitals). Patients do 
not have to register with a general practitioner and are 
free to access specialist services directly. Hospital care 
is delivered by public and not-for-profit hospitals. Near-
ly all doctors in the country are self-employed and paid 
by fee-for-service, irrespective of where they practice. 
Only few physicians working in hospitals are salaried 
and even then, the CNS pays the hospital a fee-for-
service for all the medical services they provide. All 
other hospital services (e.g., hospital stays, nursing 
services) are financed from global budgets based on 
the number of patient days and allocation formulas for 
specific hospital services. 

Luxembourg has fewer doctors and more nurses com-
pared to other EU countries 

Compared to other EU countries, in 2015 Luxembourg 
has a relatively lower number of doctors (291) and a 
higher number of nurses (1,227) per 100,000 popula-
tion. The country relies heavily on recruitment of both 
doctors and nurses from abroad, partly due to the lack 
of tertiary education in Luxembourg. This creates a 

strong dependency on neighbouring countries and 
competition for scarce health professionals. 

Policy Developments 

Addressing public health issues has been a major focus 
of recent policies 

Luxembourg has national action plans for a number of 
public health issues. In 2014 Luxembourg launched the 
first National Cancer Plan 2014-2018. Building on pre-
vious policies to tackle tobacco smoking, and in ac-
cordance with EU directives, Luxembourg’s Anti-
Tobacco Plan 2016–2020 includes public awareness 
campaigns and tax increases starting from 2018. Only 
recently, in June 2017, has the government raised the 
legal age for purchasing tobacco products to 18. In 
2012–14, the government established several small-
scale programmes to fight excessive alcohol misuse 
among young adults through awareness-raising activi-
ties which are part of the National Action Plan 2015–
2019 in the fight against drugs and related addictions. 
A national alcohol strategy is currently under develop-
ment. Faced with a growing prevalence of HIV infec-
tion, the government has set up public health cam-
paigns and expanded screening centres and low-
threshold testing for HIV as part of the national HIV 
Action Plan 2012–2015. The new action plan for 2017-
2021 is currently being developed. 

Tackling antimicrobial resistance with the first National 
Antibiotic Plan 2018-2022 

Given the link between antibiotic consumption and 
antimicrobial resistance, the Ministry of Health and the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Viticulture and Consumer Pro-
tection have started to develop the first ever National 
Antibiotic Plan. To be adopted by the end of 2017, the 
plan aims to reduce the emergence, development and 
transmission of antimicrobial resistance in Luxem-
bourg.  

 

Setting the building blocks for a health information 
system 

The Health Reform Law of 2010 sought to equip the 
CNS with a standardized accounting system for hospital 
services and a new e-health infrastructure. A new 
agency, the National Agency for Shared Information in 
Health, was set up to oversee the creation of a national 
platform for e-health services. Operational since 2014, 
the National eSanté Platform facilitates the sharing of 
health information with, and between, health profes-
sionals, in a secure manner and with privacy controls. 
The shared health record, adopted in 2015 in a pilot 
phase for a subgroup of patients, seeks to empower 
patients to make informed choices by giving them 
access to all available information on their health 
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status and treatment options, as well as providers the 
opportunity to access all relevant information. Another 
initiative, the Carte Sanitaire, provides structured in-
formation on all Luxembourgish hospitals and the ser-
vices they provide. It has been used for planning and is 
considered a key step towards systematically compiling 
information on hospital utilization and standardizing 
hospital procedures. 

JAF Health Results 

Health outcomes in Luxembourg are around the EU 
average, with the exception of the relatively high level 
of depression, while some outcomes are worsening in 
the last years 

In 2015, healthy life years (63.7 at birth for men and 
60.6 for women) are around the EU average. However, 
they are worsening in the last three years, especially 
for women they are declining considerably more than 
the EU average change. Similarly, infant mortality7, the 
number of deaths due to self-harm/suicide and self-
perceived general health as bad/very bad are around 
the EU average, but they are worsening in the last 
years. Inequality in self-perceived general health as 
bad/very bad by income group (as measured by the 
gap between the first and the fifth income quintile) is 
considerably worsening compared to the EU average in 
the past three years, although it is still around average 
in 2015.  These variables are identified as health chal-
lenges.   

While healthy life years are worsening, life expectancy 
(for both men and women) is improving in the last 
years. Self-reported 12-month depression symptoms 
are worse than the EU average in 2014. 

Access: indicators on the access dimension are around 
the EU average 

The agreed indicators on the access to healthcare are 
all around the EU average. 

Quality: While vaccination coverage rates of children 
are good, in-hospital mortality rates following AMI and 
stroke are not improving as in other EU countries 

The vaccination coverage rate of children for DTP (99% 
in 2015 is considerably above the recommended 95% 
threshold and it is identified as a good health outcome. 
On the other hand, the rates of in-hospital mortality 
following AMI and stroke (around the EU average in 
2012), had a negative development compared to the 
EU average change since 2009. 

Non-health determinants: Alcohol use and inequality in 
regular smoking are an issue in Luxembourg 

                                                           
7 The increase in infant mortality may not be reliable due to the 
small number of cases. 
 

Data on risk-factors based on EU surveys are limited for 
Luxembourg compared to other EU countries, specifi-
cally as Luxembourg did not participate in the 2008 
wave of the European Health Interview Survey. 

In 2014, alcohol use is worse than the EU average. 
Inequality in regular daily smoking by income8 (as 
measured by the gap between the first and the fifth 
income quintile) is considerably worse than the EU 
average. On the other hand, regular daily smoking, 
physical activity9 and inequality in fruit and vegetable 
consumption by educational level are better than the 
EU average. 

                                                           
8 To be noted that 14.2% of the survey participants didn’t answer to 
the income question. 
9 More than 20% of the survey participants did not answer to this 
question. 
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Figure 35 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR MAIN DIMENSIONS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT BAR) AND 
3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR) 

 
Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional.  The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under 
assessment by Eurostat. 

Figure 36 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR NON-HEALTH DETERMINANTS (STANDARDISED SCORES) 
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Malta 

With a moderate budget on health expenditure, Malta has generally good health outcomes.  A notable exception to 
good health outcomes  is infant mortality, which is explained by the legislative context (abortion is illegal, including for 
serious congenital anomalies). Most indicators on quality are comparable to other EU countries, with a few weak areas 
(vaccination coverage of children for measles, in-hospital mortality following AMI/stroke). The nearly universal health 
system generally guarantees a good access to healthcare. A key challenging dimension is represented by non-health 
determinants, in particular obesity and related risk factors. This could be explained by the relatively high share of low 
educated people. While recent reforms aim at addressing some of the identified challenges (e.g. on lifestyle), further 
pressure are expected on the sustainability of the system, also due to the rapid ageing of the Maltese population. 

Resources, Coverage and Organisation of the Health 
System 

Health spending in Malta is below the EU average, but 
projected to increase considerably,  

Recent data on health expenditure is not available 
from national sources but WHO estimates indicates 
that on a per capita base, current spending stood at 
2,255 pps compared 2,797 pps across the EU. This 
corresponds to 8.4% of GDP, one and a half percentage 
points below the EU average of 9.9%. This rate has 
decreased over the last years, indicating that economic 
growth in Malta has been outpacing growth in health 
spending. Health spending is expected to further rise 
due to a number of factors, including population age-
ing, technological progress and rise in incomes: be-
tween 2013 and 2060 the share of public health spend-
ing in GDP is projected to increase by 2.1 percentage 
points in Malta, more than double the increase seen 
across the EU (+0.9 percentage points)10. 

While the share of government financed health ex-
penditure is considerably below the EU average 

In Malta, WHO estimates suggest that the share of 
public spending in total health expenditure (69%) is 
significantly below the EU average (79%) but has grown 
steadily from an historic low in 2010. As a result, out-
of-pocket spending in Malta was comparably high 
(28.7%) in 2015, nearly double the EU average (15.3%). 

The Maltese health system is tax-based and nearly 
universal 

Malta has a tax-financed National Health Service (NHS) 
characterised by a predominant public provision of 
hospital services and a mix of public and private provi-
sion of primary care and outpatient specialist services.  

The Maltese health system provides practically univer-
sal coverage to residents for a comprehensive basket of 
health services.  

Health services provided from the public sector are not 
subject to cost-sharing. Public coverage is however 
                                                           
10 For the country and the EU, the increase in public health spending 
as a share of GDP refers to AWG reference scenario of EC (2015) for 
the period 2013-2060. 

means-tested for a few services, including elective 
dental care, optical services and some formulary medi-
cines. Access to free pharmaceuticals is also provided 
to patients with chronic conditions. Patients are sent 
overseas only for highly specialised care required for 
treating rare diseases or for interventions not currently 
carried out in Malta. The substantial amounts of out-
of-pocket payments are thus primarily for pharmaceu-
ticals and for patients who choose to consult GPs and 
specialists in the private sector.  

The Ministry of Health is the main actor in the system 
and responsible for health system governance, regula-
tion, service provision and financing.  

Three important advisory or regulatory bodies in the 
Maltese health system include the Council of Health 
which advises the ministry on public health issues; the 
Health Policy and Strategy Board which is composed of 
senior officials from the different directorates within 
the ministry and which supports policy development 
and its implementation, and the Advisory Committee 
on Health Benefits defining the content of the benefits 
package. 

Service delivery is predominantly public 

The NHS is the key provider of health services in Malta, 
with the private sector complementing public service 
delivery, particularly for outpatient care. The Catholic 
Church and voluntary organizations are also involved in 
the provision of long-term and chronic care service. In 
primary care, public clinics operate on a walk-in basis 
and services are provided by different GPs on duty.  
Many patients prefer to visit the private GPs which  
provide around two-third of services. A gatekeeping 
system is in place in the public sector but bypassed by 
those who seek care privately. Hospital service delivery 
is mostly public. 

The availability of physical resources in the system is 
around the EU average, but increasing relatively more 
than in other EU countries 

The human and physical capacities available in the 
health sector in Malta to cope with health needs of the 
population are around those seen in other EU coun-
tries. The number of practicing doctors is 379 per 
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100,000 population in 2015, around the EU-average 
and it has increased considerably compared to other 
EU countries in recent years. The number of practicing 
nurses and midwifes (840 per 100,000 population) is 
around the EU average, but shows a considerable rela-
tive increase in recent years. In 2015, hospital em-
ployment (in FTE) is considerably higher than the EU 
average and has increased faster than average in the 
three preceding years. 

The development of e-health started in 2012 with the 
introduction of a web-based portal though which pa-
tients with e-ID cards can set-up appointments in the 
public sector and share medical records with physicians 
of their choosing. The development of e-prescription 
and electronic patient records in the primary health 
care sector are the next priories as funding become 
available.  

Policy Developments 

Recent initiatives and reforms have aimed at strength-
ening governance and public health, and sought to 
decentralise the system’s management  

Recent policy initiatives and reforms in Malta aimed at 
strengthening governance by actively setting health 
system objectives and monitoring and evaluating per-
formance. The National Health Systems Strategy for 
2014-2020 was adopted in September 2014. It sets out 
a number of key objectives to address the challenges 
faced by the health system, namely: responding to 
changes in health care demand triggered by population 
ageing and epidemiological trends; increasing equita-
ble access, availability and timeliness of care; improv-
ing quality of care; and ensuring the financial sustaina-
bility of the system.  

In the past 5 years, a series of initiatives have sought to 
address the growing prevalence of overweight and 
obesity among children and adults. The Healthy Life-
style Promotion and Care of Non-Communicable Dis-
eases Act (2016) sets up an advisory council composed 
of representatives from sectors outside health to en-
sure a health-in-all policies approach. A national cervi-
cal cancer screening programme was introduced in 
May 2016.  

Additional initiatives have also sought to decentralise 
management. For instance, a number of primary care 
centers and peripheral clinics are now housed by local 
councils. More significantly, in 2017, the responsibility 
for managing three hospitals has been transferred 
from the Ministry of Health to an international profit-
making health care organization for 30 years through a 
public-private partnership. 

JAF Health Results 

While health outcomes are generally good in Malta, 
infant mortality and inequality in self-perceived health 
are identified as challenges 

In 2015, infant mortality rate is considerably worse 
than the EU average and it is identified as a health 
challenge. This rate also increased over the last three 
years. This is mainly ascribed to the fact that pregnan-
cies with a serious congenital anomaly of the fetus are 
not terminated, as abortion is not a legal option in 
Malta including in these cases. As a result, the babies 
born with these anomalies have a high risk of dying in 
their first year, which contributes to explaining the high 
infant mortality rate in Malta compared to other EU 
countries in which abortion is a legal option.  The num-
ber of deaths due to self-harm/suicide shows a consid-
erable increase in the last three years. Similarly, poten-
tial years of life lost for men are identified as a health 
challenge, due to its relative negative trend over the 
last three years. The share of people who perceived 
their health as bad/very bad is considerably better than 
the EU average, while the gap between income groups 
in the share of people who self-perceived their general 
health status as good/very good is worse than the EU 
average. Healthy life years at birth and at 65 for both 
men and women have been identified as a good health 
outcome, as they are considerably higher than the EU 
average.  

Life expectancy is around the EU average but shows 
considerable positive improvement. Child mortality 
and external causes of death (excluding transport acci-
dents) are better than the EU average.  Potential years 
of life lost are around the EU average. However, while 
they show some relative negative development for 
men they show a considerable relative positive devel-
opment for women. Amenable mortality shows a con-
siderable positive development over the last three 
years. 

Access: Access to healthcare is not an issue in Malta 

Unmet need for medical care is around the EU average, 
at 0.8% in 2015. 

Quality: While most indicators in the quality dimension 
are around the EU average, in-hospital mortality is 
worse than average and the vaccination rate of chil-
dren for measles remains below standards 

In 2015, the vaccination coverage rate of children for 
measles (89%) is below the 95% threshold and declined 
by 4 percentage points since 2012..In 2016, the data 
reported for the vaccination of children for measles 
improved and are back to the 2012 value (93%), but 
coverage remains below the recommended threshold.  

In-hospital mortality following stroke and AMI are 
worse than the EU average (data refer to 2013). Be-
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tween 2008 and 2014, breast cancer screening shows a 
considerable positive development. 

Non-health determinants: Non-health determinants 
represent a key challenging dimension in Malta, in 
particular for obesity 

The obesity rate, including for young, is considerably 
worse than EU average, with a rate as high as 27.2 for 
men in 2014. Obesity is identified as a major health 
challenge, as it also shows a relative negative devel-
opment over the last years. Vegetable consumption is 

worse than the EU average and it is identified as a 
health challenge. The smoking rate of women is around 
the EU average, but it is identified as a health challenge 
as it is on an increasing trend with respect to the EU 
average trend. Alcohol use among women is worsening 
compared to the EU average change. 

However, the gap in regular smoking between the top 
and bottom income group is better than the EU aver-
age. Fruit consumption shows a relatively positive 
development over the period 2008-2014.  

Figure 37 - JAF Health profile charts for main dimensions (standardised scores), levels (left bar) and 3-year changes 
(right bar) 

 
Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 
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Figure 38 - JAF Health profile charts for non-health determinants (standardised scores), levels (left bar) and 3-year 
changes (right bar) 

 
Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 
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NETHERLANDS 

The Netherlands has the third highest expenditure per capita on health in the EU, including LTC, while expenditure for 
curative care is slightly lower than the EU average. In the last years, a number of reforms contained the growth in health 
expenditure. Health outcomes are generally around the EU average, with the exception of healthy life years at birth for 
women which are worse. A number of health outcomes (in healthy life years, potential years of life lost and the suicide 
rate) are worsening in the last years compared to the EU average change. The Dutch health system is mostly financed by 
compulsory insurance (premium paid by adults for mandatory private insurance and income-dependent employer con-
tribution) and works through competing health insurance companies, while administrative costs are higher than the EU 
average. Available indicators on the access to healthcare are generally good, with near-universal coverage and low 
levels of unmet needs for medical care. With  a higher than average expenditure on prevention, some indicators on the 
take-up of prevention measures (vaccination coverage of children and specific cancer screenings) are deteriorating, as in 
other EU countries, or worse than the EU average. The hospital-based indicator on quality "mortality following stroke" is 
identified as a good outcome. While lifestyle is generally good in the Netherlands, with a few weaknesses, such as ine-
quality in regular smoking. In the last years, some measures have been taken by the Dutch government to address ine-
qualities in risk factors. 

Resources, coverage and organisation of the health 
system 

Health and long-term care spending are substantially 
higher than in the EU 

Health spending in the Netherlands is considerably 
higher than the EU average when measured per capita 
(3,857.1 pps in 2015) and as a share of GDP (10.6%). 
Health spending is expected to further rise due to a 
number of factors, including population ageing, tech-
nological progress and rise in incomes: between 2013 
and 2060 the share of public health spending in GDP is 
projected to increase by 1.0 percentage points in the 
Netherlands, which is comparable to the EU average 
(0.9 percentage points). In 2015, the Netherlands spent 
considerably more on long-term care (2.6% of GDP) 
than most EU countries, while spending on curative 
care was around the EU average. Spending for health 
system administration11 and prevention were also 
higher than the EU average, at 3.9% and 3.6% of health 
spending, respectively.  

Health care is primarily funded through compulsory 
insurance  

In 2015, 71.4% of total health spending in the Nether-
lands was paid through compulsory insurance, with 
almost ¾ of this financed by compulsory private insur-
ance schemes. This share is higher than the EU aver-
age. Government outlays accounted for 9.3% of spend-
ing, below the average across EU countries. The re-
maining spending was made up of households’ out-of-
pocket payments (12.3%), which were also below the 
EU average, and voluntary schemes (7.0%), around the 
EU average. 

                                                           
11 In SHA administrative expenditure includes spending related to 
the financing and governing of healthcare, but excludes administra-
tive activities related to providing healthcare. 

Competing health insurance companies covers nearly 
all residents for a broad range of medical and curative 
care 

Coverage for medical and curative care is provided 
under a system of regulated competition as set out in 
the Health Insurance Act (Zvw). All residents are man-
dated to purchase insurance policies, which cover a 
broad range of the most common services. Adults pay 
a community-rated premium to their insurer (all chil-
dren are covered from a government contribution), 
and an income-dependent employer contribution is 
transferred into a central fund, which is redistributed 
among insurers on a risk-adjusted basis. People with 
low income receive a tax subsidy to purchase insur-
ance, the amount of which is linked to the deductible. 
Insurers must accept all applicants and are expected to 
contract providers based on quality, price and volume, 
although purchasing on the basis of quality is still in its 
infancy. Long-term medical care is financed through a 
single payer scheme (Wlz) based on income-dependent 
contributions and cost-sharing payments. Other health 
care services can financed by municipalities based on 
the Social Support Act (Wmo) or the Youth Act (Jeug-
dwet) or different levels of Government in relation to 
the Public Health Act (Wpg). 

However, some residents default on their premium 
payments  

A number of measures support near-universal enrol-
ment (around 22,500 people were uninsured in 2016). 
For instance people who refuse insurance on religious 
ground can still obtain services under a specific 
scheme. Among non-permanent residents, irregular 
migrants have to pay their incurred health costs out-of-
pocket. Registered refugees are covered by a special 
insurance policy for which they do not pay premiums 
or a deductible. It covers almost the same benefits as 
the usual system but restricts the choice of provider. 
People accumulating payment arrears is more of a 

www.parlament.gv.at



 

35 
 

concern. In 2016, there were 277,000 defaulters, that 
is, people with a payment delay of at least six months 
(Statistics Netherlands, 2017). The latter figure has 
decreased substantially since 2014 when 325,810 peo-
ple had such a payment delay, a consequence of a 
number of measures put in place to tackle this issue. 
For instance, people with a payment delay are placed 
under forced administration by a separate government 
agency to protect them from  losing coverage.  

Out-of-pocket payments primarily consist of a manda-
tory deductible and payments for excluded services 

A mandatory deductible of EUR 385 (in 2017) applies to 
health expenses excluding GP care, maternity care, 
district nursing, and care for children under the age of 
18 which can, however, be increased if people want to 
reduce their premium payments for insurance in re-
turn. Reimbursement for drugs is based on reference 
pricing and insurers may list preferred medicines, 
meaning that patients who use an alternative drug may 
have to pay the difference in costs or the total amount. 
Some insurers do not charge the deductible when the 
patient uses the company’s preferred providers for 
certain medical services or pharmaceuticals. For resi-
dential long-term care, income-dependent cost-sharing 
is applicable, ranging from 0 to EUR 2,312 per month 
(2017).  People also have to pay for services excluded 
from the benefit package, mostly dental care (for 
adults) and physiotherapy. In 2015, 84.1 % of the in-
sured had additional voluntary health insurance, which 
typically covers these services (NZA, 2016).   

The central government sets rules in health care mar-
kets and oversees their functioning  

The central government acts as supervisor of the 
health insurance, purchasing and provision markets 
with respect to quality of care, accessibility of care and 
affordability, aided by watchdog agencies such as the 
Authority for Consumers and Markets (fair competi-
tion), Health Care Authority (supervision and price 
regulation) and the Health Care Institute (care quality 
standards and insurance package advice). The compe-
tences of the central government differ for the other 
schemes and have been changed following the 2015 
reforms which saw a devolution of responsibilities to 
municipalities for social support and youth care. Re-
sponsibilities for public health services are  shared 
between the central government,  municipalities, the 
National Institute for Public Health and the Environ-
ment (RIVM), Public Health Services (GGD’en) and 
other organisations implementing public health ser-
vices on the municipal level. They include services such 
as health promotion, screening and vaccination, and 
preventive youth consultations, which are described in 
the Public Health act (Wpg). 

Health care services are provided mainly by private 
providers 

Primary care is provided by private providers contract-
ed by health insurers. GPs typically work in group prac-
tices with other health professionals and are paid by a 
combination of fee-for-service, capitation, bundled 
payments for integrated care, and pay-for-
performance. Specialised care is provided mainly by 
public or not-for-profit hospitals and they are paid 
through a case-based payment mechanism. Specialised 
care requires referral from a GP and patients have a 
free choice of hospital. Health insurers may financially 
incentivize patients with insurance policies that do not 
reimburse all available providers to stay within a pre-
ferred network of providers by selectively contracting 
providers on the basis of quality and costs. 

The number of physicians and nurses relative to the 
population are around the EU average 

The Netherlands had 347 practising physicians per 
100,000 population in 2015 and 1,054 nurses and mid-
wives per 100,000 population in 2014, both around the 
EU averages. Professionals in primary care increasingly 
work in larger organisational settings (such as primary 
health care centres) and in multidisciplinary teams. 
Community pharmacists increasingly work in struc-
tured collaboration with GPs in their catchment area. 
Task shifting has led to new occupations, such as prac-
tice nurses, nurse practitioners, nurse-specialists (who 
can also prescribe medicines) and physician assistants. 

Policy Developments 

Cost containment has been on the agenda in the Neth-
erlands 

Cost control has been a long-standing concern and was 
one of the main reasons for the 2006 health system 
reform which established managed competition in the 
insurance market and the long-term care reform of 
2015 which introduced the new LTC scheme (Wlz) and 
devolved the responsibilities to finance and organise 
long-term care activities to municipalities and health 
insurers. Concerns for cost control were also the prime 
motivation for action taking when the financial crisis 
struck in 2009 and the Stability and Growth Pact crite-
ria were breached in 2010. Since 2012, cost control has 
focused on: a) shifting costs from public to private 
sources (for example by increasing the compulsory 
deductible); b) shifting costs between various statutory 
sources in combination with cuts in budgets (most 
notably in the 2015 long-term care reform); c) substitu-
tion between different types of care: institutional care 
with home care and ambulatory care, and secondary 
care with primary care (particularly in mental and long-
term care); d) increased focus on improving efficiency 
(e.g. tendering of generics) and eliminating fraud; and 
e) the use of broad sectoral agreements (with insurers 
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and providers) to curb costs. Taken together, these 
efforts have led to slowing growth in health expendi-
ture in recent years in particular since 2012. Spending 
growth on long-term care has been in fact negative in 
2015 and 2016. Yet, despite this progress, health 
spending  is still among the highest in Europe but partly 
triggered by the comparably very high long-term care 
spending. 

The Netherlands also aims to address public health 
issues  

Policies seeking to reduce socioeconomic inequalities 
in health have been on the agenda in the Netherlands 
since the 1980s, with recent initiatives seeking to ex-
plicitly address inequalities in risk factors at the local 
level, such as Health in the City, a national programme 
introduced in 2014. A number of policies have been 
implemented to address smoking and the use of alco-
hol, including a smoking ban in offices in 2004, in pubs 
and restaurants in 2008 and measures to reduce teen-
age alcohol consumption in 2013. Furthermore, in 
2011, a national policy paper (“Health Nearby”) identi-
fied high body mass index, diabetes, depression, smok-
ing, and harmful alcohol use as the main challenges 
and explored policies to promote more exercise and 
sports to tackle them. The “National Prevention Pro-
gram” (NPP) acting as an umbrella for all activities 
related to prevention was launched in 2014 and is 
implemented by the central government, stakeholders, 
and other societal partners. Activities organized under 
NPP cover the domains school, work, living environ-
ment, healthcare, and health protection. One im-
portant element of this program is “All About Health” - 
a whole of society approach that fosters a societal 
movement for more health. 

The Dutch health system tries to make patients a major 
actor  

The reform in 2006 made patients a major market 
actor in the health system. They were expected to 
make well-informed decisions and, by doing so, influ-
ence quality in care. As a consequence, patient partici-
pation and patient choice have become important 
policy priorities. Since 1996, publicly financed health 
and social care providers have been obliged to have a 
representative client council. Furthermore, health 
insurers are required to involve patients in purchasing 
decisions. More recently, there have been efforts from 
the Ministry of Health (together with insurers) to make 
the choice of insurance policies simpler and improve 
the availability of quality data. 

JAF Health Results 
 

Healthy life years at birth for women are worse than 
the EU average, while some outcomes show a negative 
development tin the last years  

In 2015, healthy life years at birth for women (57.2 
years) is worse than the EU average. Healthy life years 
at birth for men and at 65 for women are around the 
EU average but shows negative developments in the 
past three years. Similarly, in 2014 potential years life 
lost for men and the number of deaths due to self-
harm/suicide are around the EU average, but show 
negative developments in the last three years com-
pared to the EU average (also in absolute term for the 
second indicator). These variables are identified as 
health challenges. 

Access: The number of doctor's consultations increased 
in the last years, while indicators on access are general-
ly good 

The number of doctor's consultations increased con-
siderably more than the EU average in the past three 
years, andself-reported unmet need for medical care is 
generally better than the EU average. 

Quality: Some indicators on prevention (vaccination 
rates for DTP and specific cancer screening) are deterio-
rating or worse than the EU average, while in-hospital 
mortality following stroke is identified as a good out-
come 

The vaccination coverage rate of children for DTP is 
decreasing in the past three years, although in 2015 it 
still reaches the recommended 95% threshold. This 
variable is identified as a health challenge. On the oth-
er hand, in-hospital mortality following ischemic stroke 
is identified as a good outcome, as it is better than the 
EU average (in 2011) and improving. 

Although the Dutch health system has a strong screen-
ing programme in place which aims at informing peo-
ple about cancer screening, certain cancer screening 
rates are relatively low. In 2014, the proportion of 
women (aged 20-69) reporting to have undergone a 
cervical cancer screening in the past 3 years (in the 
European Health Interview Survey) is considerably 
worse than the EU average.  According to the "Cancer 
screening in the EU" report (2017), the examination 
coverage rate for cervical cancer screening (64%) are 
well above the average for the available EU countries 
(30%). The discrepancy in these two data can be ex-
plained by a more limited target population in terms of 
age in the Netherlands (for 30 year-old and older with 
respect to 25 in most EU countries) and for the wider 
interval between screenings (5 years with respect to 3 
in most EU countries). The proportion of women and 
men (aged 50-74) reporting to have undergone a colo-
rectal cancer screening in the past 2 years is worse and 
worse than the EU average. 

Non-health determinants: Data on risk-factors based 
on EU surveys are limited for the Netherlands but show 
weaknesses in fruit and vegetable consumption and 
inequality in regular smoking 
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Data on risk-factors based on EU surveys are limited 
compared to other EU countries, due to missing data in 
alcohol use, physical activity and in the 2008 wave of 
the European Health Interview Survey. 

In 2014, fruit and vegetable consumption (both among 
adults and young) are considerably worse or worse 
than the EU average. Inequality in regular daily smok-
ing by income (as measure by the gap between the first 
and the fifth income quintile) is worse than the EU 
average. On the other hand, the obesity rate among 
men is considerably better than the EU average. 

Although the Netherlands has a relatively high share of 
people consuming 5 portions or more of fruit and vege-
tables on a daily basis (25% against a EU average of 
14%), it also has a relatively high share of people con-
suming 0 portions of fruit and vegetable on a daily 
basis (46% against 34% in the EU). Data from the Euro-
barometer survey (2013) show that Dutch exercise or 
play sport more than in other EU countries. In 2013 
58% of Dutch declare to do exercise or play sport with 
some regularity or regularly, against a EU average of 
41%. 

 

Figure 39 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR MAIN DIMENSIONS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT BAR) AND 
3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR) 

 
Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 
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Figure 40 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR NON-HEALTH DETERMINANTS (STANDARDISED SCORES) 
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Poland 

With GDP per capita below the EU average, health outcomes in Poland are generally worse than average, although 
most are improving. Poland also has a lower than average spending on health and a lower quality of healthcare. Poland 
faces a shortage of health professionals, including due to the emigration of physician in search of better working condi-
tions. The government is proposing to increase salaries for medical staff, starting in 2017-2018. Access to healthcare is a 
challenge. Unmet need for medical care, in particular due to waiting time, is considerably worse than the EU average. 
Currently, public spending on health is mostly relying on social insurance contributions, while government outlays repre-
sent only a small share. Although social health insurance is compulsory, part of the population remain uncovered (as it is 
the case of informal and atypical workers). The government proposed the replacement of the National Health Fund by a 
tax-funded system and a commitment to increase public spending on health. As for lifestyle, physical activity and ine-
quality in smoking are an issue. The adopted National Health Programme 2016-2020 aims to improve health status and 
reduce health inequalities, with physical activity and addiction prevention as priority areas. 

Resources, Coverage and Organisation of the Health 
System 

Health spending in Poland is below average 

Poland spends less on health than the EU average both 
in per capita terms (1,299 pps in 2014) and when 
measured as a share of GDP (6.3%). Health spending is 
expected to rise due to a number of factors, including 
population ageing, technological progress and rising 
incomes: between 2013 and 2060 public spending on 
health as a share of GDP is projected to increase by 1.2 
percentage points, which is comparable to the EU av-
erage (0.9 percentage points). Long-term care spending 
accounted for 0.4% of GDP in 2014, which is below the 
EU average. Otherwise, the spending structure does 
not differ notably from the EU average. 

Public spending on health is mainly channelled through 
social health insurance 

In Poland, the proportion of compulsory insurance 
funding (60.7% of current health expenditure in 2015) 
is around the EU average and the proportion of gov-
ernment outlays (9.3%) is lower than in the EU. Most of 
the remaining spending stems from households’ out-
of-pocket payments (23.3%, similar to the EU average) 
and voluntary schemes (6.8%, also around the EU aver-
age). 

A social health insurance system with mixed service 
delivery 

A single, mandatory social health insurance fund pro-
vides near universal coverage for publicly financed 
health services in Poland which contracts public and 
private providers in a service delivery system which 
remains hospital-centric.   

Although mandatory, some gaps in coverage remain 
and some patients purchase services privately to avoid 
public sector waiting time  

Social health insurance is mainly funded through man-
datory health insurance contributions, payable entirely 
by the insured person and collected by the National 

Health Fund. Participation in the social health insur-
ance scheme is mandatory for the vast majority of 
Polish citizens and legal residents with automatic enti-
tlement for a number of population groups (e.g. chil-
dren aged under 18, people with HIV and tuberculosis, 
people with mental health disorders). Nonetheless, 
social health insurance covers only 91% of the popula-
tion with informal workers and those with some types 
of atypical work contracts not being covered. While 
entitlements includes a broad range of services, limited 
funding constrains the supply of publicly-funded ser-
vices, resulting in long waiting times. Patients can ob-
tain services faster by using private providers and pay-
ing themselves.  

For pharmaceuticals public coverage is limited  

Polish authorities explicitly define the medical proce-
dures and pharmaceuticals covered in the benefit 
package under the social health insurance scheme. 
While most conventional medical procedures are in-
cluded, the list of reimbursable drugs is narrow. High 
co-payments exist for reimbursed pharmaceuticals, 
whereas treatment by general practitioners, specialists 
or in hospitals is generally provided free-of-charge. The 
limitation in public coverage for pharmaceuticals re-
sults in high levels of out-of-pocket payments for medi-
cines, which weighs more heavily on low-income 
households. 

Many different bodies are responsible for organisation 
and governance of the system, posing a challenge for 
effective coordination  

The Ministry of Health provides stewardship, policy 
directions and regulatory oversight and is supported by 
a number of advisory bodies, such as the Polish Agency 
for Health Technology Assessment. The National Health 
Fund is the main public purchaser and contracts with 
public and private health care providers for care deliv-
ery. Local governments at the regional (voivodeship), 
county (powiat) and municipal (gmina) levels are in-
volved in health to a varying degree. They own and are 
accountable for the deficits of public service delivery 
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institutions. This mostly holds for some powiats, who 
own hospitals providing basic services in their territory, 
and voivodeships, who typically own a range of mostly 
higher-level facilities in the region. Local governments 
also have some responsibilities in health promotion 
and prevention. Additionally, voivodeships are respon-
sible for ensuring the availability of services in the 
territory. However, this division of responsibilities 
across the different levels of government and levels of 
care is challenging for the coordination of services and 
the restructuring of the hospital sector. 

Service delivery is predominantly private for outpatient 
care and public for hospital care 

Primary care as well as specialised outpatient care is 
predominantly delivered by private providers. Primary 
care physicians are generally paid on a capitation basis 
and act as gatekeepers for specialist and hospital care 
– although direct access to certain specialities is possi-
ble (e.g. gynaecologists, psychiatrists, dentists). Hospi-
tal service delivery is mainly public and paid for on the 
basis of Diagnosis Related Groups (DRGs). Yet, a num-
ber of private hospitals are providing publicly funded 
services under contract with the National Health Fund, 
especially for specialties such as cardiac surgery where 
financial incentives for care provision are high. Howev-
er from 1st October 2017 an important change to the 
system of contracting hospital care has come into ef-
fect with the introduction of the “hospital network”. 
With this reform the core of hospital treatment was 
exempted from competitive contracting and concen-
trated in (mostly) larger, interdisciplinary hospitals 
belonging to one of six levels of the network. The prac-
tice of double employment, whereby physicians keep 
part-time salaried jobs in (mostly public) health care 
facilities and provide services privately to patients who 
pay out-of-pocket, is fairly widespread and poorly regu-
lated. 

Poland faces a shortage of health professionals 

Poland has relatively low numbers of health profes-
sionals. In 2015, there were 233 practising physicians 
per 100,000 population, considerably below the EU 
average. The number of nurses and midwifes stood at 
579 per 100,000 population, also less than in most 
other EU countries. Emigration of health professionals 
is a key policy concern in Poland, with physicians, in 
particular, looking for better remuneration, working 
conditions and career prospects abroad. 

Policy Developments 

An ambitious reform programme is likely to affect the 
organisation of the Polish health system 

In 2016, the Polish Ministry of Health embarked on a 
far-reaching health reform programme aimed at im-
proving access to care and care coordination, improv-

ing efficiency and reducing duplication of services. This 
agenda includes a commitment to increase public 
spending on health by about 35% over the next seven 
years. The most fundamental reform proposal is the 
abolition of the National Health Fund to be replaced by 
a tax-funded system controlled by the Ministry, with 
regional health authorities performing a range of fi-
nancing, supervisory and planning functions. Other 
important proposals include the bundling of budgets 
across different types of care as a key lever to better 
link inpatient with outpatient services. The creation of 
multi-disciplinary health care teams aims to strengthen 
primary care and to improve care coordination across 
settings. To address health workforce shortages, the 
government is proposing to increase salaries for medi-
cal staff. Implementation of this ambitious reform 
programme is expected to begin in 2017-2018. 

Addressing public health issues has been a major focus 
of recent government initiatives  

In 2015, Poland passed for the first time an Act on 
Public Health which sets out specific public health ac-
tivities, clarifies how they are financed and defines the 
responsible institutions. The Act identifies the National 
Health Programme as the key strategic document upon 
which public health policy in Poland will be based. The 
National Health Programme 2016-2020 aims to im-
prove health status and reduce health inequalities 
around six priority areas: nutrition and physical activi-
ty; addiction prevention; mental health and well-being; 
environmental risks including work, habitation and 
education; healthy ageing; and reproductive health. 
More specifically, the programme is aiming to reduce 
by 2% the share of daily smokers by 2020, to halve the 
growth in obesity and diabetes rates by 2025, and to 
cut the number of alcohol abusers by 10% by 2025. 

JAF Health Results 

Health outcome in Poland are generally worse than in 
the EU countries, although most are improving 

In 2015, life expectancy (at birth and at 65) is worse 
than the EU average for both women and men. How-
ever, life expectancy at birth for men is improving 
more than the EU average in the previous three years. 
Potential years life lost (both for women and men) are 
worse than the EU average, but show a considerable 
positive development in the last three years Self-
perceived general health as good/very good and the 
number of deaths due to self-harm/suicide are worse 
than the EU average. Inequality in self-perceived gen-
eral health as bad/very bad between income groups is 
worse than the EU average. These variables are identi-
fied as health challenges. 

The indicator of self-reported 12-month depression 
symptoms is the only one better than the EU average. 
Amenable mortality shows a considerably positive 
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development in relative terms and it is now around the 
EU average. 

Access: Health insurance coverage and unmet need for 
medical care due to waiting are identified as health 
challenge, although unmet need for medical care is 
improving 

Access to healthcare is a challenge in Poland. In 2015, 
8.7% of the population is not covered by public health 
insurance, which is considerably worse than the EU 
average12. Unmet need for medical care (7.3%) is worse 
than the EU average. In particular, unmet need due to 
waiting list (4.2%) and unmet need due to distance 
(0.4%) are, respectively, considerably worse and worse 
than the EU average. However, unmet need for medi-
cal care due to waiting time is improving in the last 
three years compared to other EU countries. 

Quality: Most indicators on the quality of healthcare 
are worse than the EU average 

Data on the quality of healthcare in Poland are limited, 
especially due to a lack of time series.   

In 2014, influenza vaccination among over 65 year-old 
is worse than the EU average. In 2007, survival rates for 
colorectal and breast cancer were considerably worse 
than the EU average. Although breast and cervical 
cancer screening are around the EU average, they 
show negative developments between 2008 and 2014. 
In 2014, colorectal cancer screening (for both men and 
women) is still worse than the EU average.  These vari-
ables are identified as health challenges. In 2015, the 
vaccination coverage rates of children are above the 
95% recommended threshold. 

In Poland the colonoscopy test is more commonly used 
than faecal occult blood test to detect the colorectal 
cancer. Data from the EHIS 2014 show that 8.9% of 
persons aged 15 and over have taken the colonoscopy 
test at least once in life. 

Non-health determinants: While young people have a 
relatively healthy lifestyle, the low physical activity rate 
among the population and inequality in smoking are an 
issue 

Inequality in fruit and vegetable consumption by edu-
cational level are identified as health challenges. While 
the first worsened from 2008, the second is worse than 
the EU average. On the other hand, fruit consumption 
among young is considerably better than the EU aver-
age and it is identified as a good health outcome. 

                                                           
12 Data on health insurance coverage should include both public and 
private insurance. For most EU countries, health insurance is mostly 
public and private insurance is often complementary, supplementary 
or duplicate (OECD, 2016). 
 

Physical activity of adults, young, women and men is 
worse than the EU average, but inequality by educa-
tional group is limited. The gap in the obesity rate by 
income groups is also limited and better than the EU 
average. The only aspect of lifestyle for which inequali-
ty is observed is smoking. Indeed, the gap in the smok-
ing rate between high and low income groups is con-
siderably worse than the EU average. Young generation 
have a healthier lifestyle. Although young do more 
physical activity than the adults, they do it less than in 
other EU countries. On the other hand, obesity, fruit 
and vegetable consumption among young Polish are 
better than the EU average. 
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Figure 41 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR MAIN DIMENSIONS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT BAR) AND 
3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR)  

 
Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 

Figure 42- JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR NON-HEALTH DETERMINANTS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT 
BAR) AND 3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR) 

 
Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 
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PORTUGAL 

Portugal is aging faster than other EU countries and expenditure is projected to grow considerably more than the EU 
average. In the last years, Portugal took measures to enhance value for money in the pharmaceutical sector. Although 
health expenditure as a share of GDP is around the EU average, it decreased more than average in the last years and in 
terms of human resources the number of nurses is below the EU average. While life expectancy is improving compared 
to other countries, healthy life years, preventable mortality, the suicide rate and self-perceived general health are identi-
fied as health challenges. The developments of the first three indicators are also worsening in relative terms. Access to 
healthcare is guaranteed by a universal system with cost-sharing for most services, but with many exemptions for vul-
nerable groups. The healthcare system is mostly financed by government expenditure, with an important part of the 
population opting for additional insurance. With an expenditure for prevention below the EU average, indicators on 
prevention (including vaccination coverage rates of children and cancer screening) are better than average. While Por-
tugal has a share of low educated people considerably higher than the EU average, lifestyle indicators are generally 
better than average, with the exception of physical activity and inequality in obesity. 

Resources, Coverage and Organisation of the Health 
System 

Health spending is on par with EU countries but pro-
jected to grow considerably faster   

Health spending in Portugal was around the EU aver-
age in 2015, both when measured per capita (1,959 
pps) and as a share of GDP (9.0%). But in contrast to 
most other EU countries, these numbers had tended to 
decrease or increase less than the EU average over the 
three preceding years. However, health spending is 
expected to rise due to a number of factors, including 
population ageing, technological progress and rise in 
incomes: between 2013 and 2060 public health spend-
ing as a share of GDP is projected to increase by 2.5 
percentage points in Portugal, which is considerably 
above the EU average (0.9%)13. Compared to other EU 
countries, Portugal spends less on administration (1.9% 
of health spending), prevention (1.8%) and long term 
nursing care (2.6%), but more on curative care (62%). 
In recent years, spending on prevention has decreased 
more in Portugal than in the rest of the EU. 

Public spending on health is mainly channelled through 
government outlays 

In 2015, 65% of health spending was channeled 
through government outlays, above the EU average. By 
contrast, the proportion of health expenditure funded 
through compulsory insurance (1.2%) was considerably 
lower than in other EU countries. The remaining spend-
ing is made up household out-of-pocket payments 
(27.7%) and voluntary schemes (6.1%), both around 
the EU average. 

A tax-financed National Health Service provides near 
universal coverage 

Tax-financed, centrally-planned and regionally-
managed, the Portuguese National Health Service 
                                                           
13 For the country and the EU, the increase in public health spending 
as a share of GDP refers to AWG reference scenario of EC (2015) for 
the period 2013-2060. 

(NHS) provides theoretically universal coverage to all 
residents, with service delivery mainly by public pro-
viders. In addition, between a fifth and a quarter of the 
population gets additional insurance, either automati-
cally through their employers (for some employees of 
the public or private sector) or through voluntary 
health insurance.  
The scope of services covered by the National Health 
Service is wide but gaps exist 

All resident of Portugal including migrants can obtain 
from the NHS a comprehensive package of services. 
While there are no explicit exclusions from the list of 
services covered by the NHS, coverage for dental care 
is very limited and is mostly paid for out-of-pocket. 
Some service such as diagnostic tests, renal dialysis, 
and rehabilitation are typically delivered by private 
provider contracted by the NHS. Long waiting times for 
specialist visits in NHS due to staff shortages are the 
reason why many patients seek care in the private 
sector.  The earlier mentioned additional coverage 
schemes are mainly used to gain access to faster elec-
tive hospital treatment and ambulatory consultations 
and a larger choice of providers. 

Cost-sharing applies to most services but many patients 
are exempt 

For treatment in the NHS, fixed user charges exist for a 
wide range of services, including primary care visits, 
outpatient specialist visits, emergency visits, diagnostic 
tests and home visits. While there is no annual ceiling 
on co-payments, there are caps on user charges per 
episode of care. Certain services (e.g., diagnostic tests 
for hospitalised patients, dialysis, referred emergency 
care) are provided free of charge, and the majority of 
the population (60%) is exempt from user charges 
altogether. Exemptions apply to the poor under a de-
fined income threshold, children, the unemployed, 
asylum seekers and refugees, and certain patient 
groups. Depth of coverage for pharmaceuticals is the 
lowest. Here, instead of fixed user charges, co-
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payments represent a share of total costs which varies  
depending on the therapeutic value of the drug, with 
pensioners only having pay a reduced rate and chroni-
cally ill patients being exempt from the cost in some 
cases.  

The Ministry of Health and Regional Health Administra-
tions are the main actors in the system 

The Ministry of Health regulates, plans and manages 
the National Health Service, as well as regulates, audits 
and inspects private health providers. Health policy is 
implemented at the regional level by Regional Health 
Administrations, which manage population health, 
supervise public hospitals, and manage public primary 
care providers. The Regional Health Administrations 
coordinate all levels of health care following regionally 
set health plans and directions from the Ministry of 
Health. Staffing decisions within the National Health 
Service must be approved by the Ministry of Finance. 

Service delivery is mainly public 

Health services are delivered through a mix of public 
and private providers, with public provision dominant 
in the primary care and hospital sectors. Access to 
public hospital and specialist services is controlled by 

gatekeeping in primary care (patients must register 
with a general practitioner within their area of resi-
dence). Nearly all physicians in the NHS are salaried 
government employees but recently some perfor-
mance elements have been included in the payment to 
staff working in newly created Family Health Units. 
Independent physicians that are contracted by the 
National Health Service to compensate for staffing 
shortages are paid by fee-for-service. Public hospitals 
are financed through an activity-based prospective 
payment model, based on negotiated contracts (called 
Contractos Programa) which involve diagnosis-related 
groups and case-mix adjustments, bundle payments for 
certain chronic conditions, as well as performance-
based payments. 

Portugal has more doctors and fewer nurses compared 
to other EU countries  

Information from national data sources suggests that 
Portugal has more physicians and fewer nurses per 
100,000 population than other EU countries. The pro-
spect of better working conditions and more attractive 
salaries have led many doctors and, particularly, nurses 
to move abroad or join the private sector. 

Policy Development 

Reforms are targeting the pharmaceutical sector to 
enhance value for money  

Various changes to pharmaceutical policies reflect 
evidence-based strategies to contain costs and main-
tain quality. These include changes to the reference 
price system and several waves of administrative price 
reductions (in 2005, 2007 and 2010). Changes have 
also been made to pharmaceutical co-payment rules 
and levels (2016). Finally there has been an increase in 
the use of economic evaluation before introducing new 
products, both in ambulatory care and hospitals 
(2015).  

The National Commission of Pharmaceutical Products 
was established in 2013 to define a national list of 
pharmaceutical products and prescription guidelines. 
These guidelines are now produced and updated on a 
regular basis. Portugal is also developing health tech-
nology assessment (HTA) and applying it beyond phar-
maceutical products. The Ministry of Health launched a 
new National System for Health Technology (SiNATS) in 
2015 tasked with carrying out HTA for all public and 
private institutions that produce, market or use new 
technologies 

Portugal is building on past reforms to promote inte-
grated and coordinated care 

A number of reforms have promoted more integration 
and coordination in the Portuguese NHS in the last 20 

years. In 1999, Local Health Units were established, 
bringing together public hospitals and primary care 
providers under centralised management. In 2007, 
Family Health Units were created, comprised of teams 
of general practitioners and family nurses who have 
functional and technical autonomy. Also in 2007, the 
National Network of Integrated Continuous Care was 
introduced, with the objective of integrating health and 
social services for the elderly in need of long-term care. 
A year later, groups of primary health centres (ACES) 
were established to promote a better use of resources 
and management structures in primary care provision. 
In 2009, integrated disease management programmes 
were introduced for major chronic diseases including 
chronic renal disease and pulmonary hypertension. 
More recently, in April 2017, an Incentive Programme 
for Integration of Care was launched providing EUR 35 
million in grants for projects seeking to integrate all 
levels of care. Throughout all these reforms, sophisti-
cated monitoring and incentive structures were put in 
place. 

Measures have been introduced to promote transpar-
ency and patient participation 

Two new measures have been implemented recently 
to promote more transparency and patient participa-
tion in the NHS: the establishment of the National 
Health Council, and the creation of a new web portal 
for the NHS. The National Health Council is an 
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independent consultative body, working at arms-length 
from the Ministry to promote transparency and ac-
countability, seeking a broad consensus on health poli-
cy. Among its 30 members are representatives of pa-
tients, health workers, municipalities, and universities. 
The new NHS web portal provides detailed and timely 
(often real-time) information on a wide range of indica-
tors, including access, efficiency and quality. It also 
allows patients to access electronic health records and 
request medical appointments and medication renew-
als. 

JAF Health Results 

Healthy life years, self-perceived general health, pre-
ventable mortality and the suicide rate are identified as 
health challenges 

In 2015, healthy life years are worse than the EU aver-
age (for women at birth is considerably worse) and 
they show considerably negative developments in the 
last three years. The share of people who perceive 
their health as good/very good and bad/very bad are 
considerably worse than the EU average, while inequal-
ity in self-perceived general health as bad/very bad 
between income groups is worse than the EU average. 
Although preventable mortality and the number of 
deaths due to self-harm/suicide are around the EU 
average in 2014, they are improving less than the EU 
average in the last three years. These variables are 
identified as health challenges. 

In 2014, the self-reported 12-month depression symp-
toms is considerably worse than the EU average. Life 
expectancy at birth (81.3 years in 2015) is around the 

EU average, it improved more than the EU average 
over the last three years, especially for women. 

Access: Indicators on access to healthcare is around the 
EU average 

In 2015, unmet need for medical care (3%) is around 
the EU average. The number of doctor's consultations 
in Portugal is lower than the EU average. 

Quality: Indicators on the quality of healthcare are 
better than the EU average 

No health challenges are identified in the quality do-
main. Screening for breast and colorectal cancer are 
better than the EU average and the vaccination cover-
age rates of children for DTP and measles are above 
the recommended 95% threshold. The rest of the indi-
cators are around the EU average. 

Non-health determinants: Lifestyle is generally better 
than the EU average, with the exception of physical 
activity and inequality in obesity 

Data on risk-factors based on EU surveys are limited for 
Portugal compared to other EU countries, specifically 
due to the lack of data in the 2008 wave of the Europe-
an Health Interview Survey. 

In 2014, physical activity for men, women, adults and 
young is worse than the EU average. The gap in obesity 
rate by income groups is worse than the EU average. 
On the other hand, indicators on alcohol use, smoking 
among women and inequality in smoking by income 
group and, especially, fruit consumption are better 
than the EU average. 
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Figure 43 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR MAIN DIMENSIONS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT BAR) AND 
3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR) 

 
Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 

Figure 44 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR NON-HEALTH DETERMINANTS (STANDARDISED SCORES) 
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ROMANIA 

With GDP per capita below the EU average, the rate of poverty and social exclusion above average and the lowest 
health expenditure in the EU (in % of GDP), the health performance of Romania is poor, with one of the lowest life ex-
pectancies in the EU. While most health outcomes are improving, the quality dimension is generally worsening, including 
for prevention. The health system is mostly based on compulsory social insurance, while de facto covering only 86 % of 
the population. Some groups (such as self-employed, informal workers, unregistered unemployed, Roma with no identity 
card) remain uninsured and can only have access to a limited benefits package (e.g. emergency care). In this system, 
unmet need for medical care due to costs and to distance are considerably worse than the EU average. There are also 
shortages in the health workforce capacity. Overall, there is a challenge in the accessibility to healthcare, in particular 
related to coverage and to the availability of care. There are signs of improvement, in particular related to costs, and a 
government's commitment to increase health workforce capacity by improving working conditions. The weakness of the 
health insurance coverage system is not specifically addressed. 

Resources, Coverage and Organisation of the Health 
Spending 

Health spending per capita is considerably below the 
EU average  

Health spending per capita in Romania, which stood at 
865.1 pps in 2015 is considerably lower than the EU 
average, as is the health spending measured as a share 
of GDP (5.0%). Health spending is expected to further 
rise due to a number of factors, including population 
ageing, technological progress and a rise in incomes: 
between 2013 and 2060 the percentage of GDP spent 
on health is projected to increase by 1.0 percentage 
points in Romania, which is comparable to the EU av-
erage (0.9%) . Romania spends only 0.3% of GDP on 
long-term health care, which is below the EU average. 
Spending on prevention and public health services is 
below the EU average at 2.1% of total current health 
expenditure. 

The share of compulsory insurance is slightly above the 
EU average, with a comparably limited role of  volun-
tary schemes 

In Romania, the proportion of funding by compulsory 
insurance (64.5% of current health expenditure) is 
slightly higher and the proportion of government out-
lays (13.5%) slightly lower than in the EU. The remain-
ing spending is made up of households’ out-of-pocket 
payments (21.3%, similar to the EU average), and vol-
untary schemes (0.7%). The latter play a smaller role in 
Romania than in most other EU countries. 

Coverage is provide by a Social Health Insurance which 
contracts providers 

A single mandatory Social Health Insurance (SHI) fund 
provides a comprehensive package of benefits to those 
insured and patients receive care from a mixed, fairly 
fragmented and hospital-heavy service delivery system. 

Population coverage is not universal in the Romanian 
health system 

SHI is compulsory for all citizens, and contributions are 
paid by employers or and the insured person them-
selves. Yet, in practice the SHI covers only around 86.5 
% of the population in 201514. Uninsured groups in-
clude people working in agriculture, self-employed or 
informal workers, unemployed who are not registered 
for unemployment or social security benefits; and Ro-
ma people who do not have identity cards and can 
therefore not enrol in the social security system. 

While social insurance provides a comprehensive pack-
age of benefits, uninsured individuals have only a lim-
ited benefits package 

All insured person have access to a comprehensive 
basic benefits package. Criteria for inclusion in the 
benefits package lack clarity but certain services are 
excluded (e.g. very expensive technologies and treat-
ments deemed non-essential, such as cosmetic surgery 
or in vitro fertilisation). Uninsured individuals, have 
access only to a minimum benefits package, including 
emergency care, treatment of communicable diseases 
and care during pregnancy. When they access care, the 
may be liable to pay contributions and penalties retro-
spectively for up to six months. 

Out-of-pocket expenses include co-payments, payments 
for services not covered by insurance, as well as sub-
stantial informal payments 

Co-payment rates varying from 10 % to 80 % apply to 
pharmaceuticals as well as to rehabilitation services. In 
2013, the government introduced co-payments for 
hospital care, charging patients up to EUR 2.50 per 
discharge, but with a range of exemptions. In addition 
to co-payments, out-of-pocket expenses in Romania 
include direct payments for services not covered by 
SHI, additional fees for services delivered by contracted 
private providers, as well as informal payments. The 
latter are thought to be widespread and substantial, 
but nevertheless difficult to estimate. However, the 
                                                           
14 The percentage indicator is calculated using the average usual 
residence population 2015 and the insured population registered at 
the family doctors' offices at 31 December 2015.  
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government acknowledges this issue and introduced 
further penalties for those accepting money ‘under the 
table’ in 2014.   

While care is contracted at the district level, the health 
system remains under strong centralised control  

Romania’s health system has remained highly central-
ised although implementation is largely decentralised 
at the level of 42 districts. The Ministry of Health pro-
vides overall stewardship, policy direction and regula-
tory oversight while locally, district authorities are 
responsible for service delivery and own public facili-
ties. Similarly, the National Health Insurance House 
administers and regulates the SHI system but district-
level branches contract care delivery with health pro-
viders. 

Service delivery is fragmented and the hospital system 
remains large 

Primary care is provided by family medicine physicians 
who usually operate in solo practices and receive a mix 
of age-weighted capitation and fee-for-service. Despite 
a formal gatekeeping role, direct access to a specialist 
is possible for certain conditions. Specialised ambulato-
ry (or out-patient) care is paid on a fee for service basis 
and provided through a network of hospital outpatient 
departments, polyclinics, medical centres, and individ-
ual specialist physician offices. Inpatient care is provid-
ed by a large hospital network (including some private 
facilities) which is poorly distributed and organised. 
Hospitals receive mostly prospective payments based 
on a mix of payment methods, including the Romanian 
DRG system.  

The number of physicians is below the EU average 

Romania has a relatively low number of doctors, with 
277 practising physicians per 100,000 population in 
2015, below the average in EU countries. The number 
of nurses and midwives per 100,000 population was 
658 in 2015, which is slightly below the EU average. 
This is despite steadily increasing numbers of nursing 
graduates and efforts to increase medical graduates 
after a decline from 2010 to 2013. These numbers are 
partly driven by substantial emigration of health work-
ers (particularly after EU accession in 2007) and low 
public sector salaries. 

Policy Developments 

The National Health Strategy aims to improve public 
health, health services and the wider health system 

The 2014–2020 National Health Strategy guides current 
and future health care reforms, and targets public 
health, health services and system-wide measures. 
Public health goals are to improve the health and nutri-
tion of mothers and children; reduce communicable 
disease mortality and morbidity; and slow the growth 

in non-communicable diseases. The health services 
stream aims to ensure equitable access to high quality 
and cost-effective services, while system-wide 
measures address planning capacity and seek to 
strengthen it at the organisational level (national, re-
gional, local), and for operational areas, such as cancer 
control, hospital services and human resources. There 
are also commitments to increase efficiency through 
eHealth and reduce inequities in access by developing 
the health care infrastructure. Implementation of the 
Strategy is one of the conditions for accessing new EU 
funding. Efforts are currently under way to operational-
ise the Strategy.  

Romania is implementing policies to increase the health 
workforce capacity 

A key government objective is to improve health work-
force retention rates and respond to repeated strikes 
by health care professionals in 2015. There is a com-
mitment to tackle the most common causes of dissatis-
faction, including low salaries, limited recognition and 
career development opportunities and poor working 
conditions. The government has taken legal steps to 
increase publicly employed health professionals’ sala-
ries and pledged to improve working condition.  

The health system is moving towards a more evidence-
based approach 

Health Technology Assessment started to develop in 
2011 and has now become the main tool for compiling 
the list of reimbursable medicines, but other technolo-
gies (such as diagnostic procedures, surgical interven-
tions, screening, etc.) are not yet being evaluated. 
There are plans to develop these methods as part of a 
World Bank project. In addition, the new National Au-
thority for Quality Management in Health Care, estab-
lished in 2015, is developing a quality assurance strate-
gy and will expand the accreditation process from hos-
pitals to all health care providers. 

JAF Health Results 

Health outcomes in Romania are generally worse or 
considerably worse than the EU average, although 
most are improving 

In 2015, life expectancy at birth and at 65 are consider-
ably worse than the EU average (for both women and 
men), but show some positive developments com-
pared to the average trend in the EU over the last 
three years. Similarly, infant and child mortality, ame-
nable and preventable mortality and potential years 
life lost are considerably worse than the EU average 
and show a positive trend compared to the EU average, 
especially the infant mortality rate. Healthy life years at 
birth and at 65 are worse than the EU average. These 
variables are identified as health challenges. On the 
other hand, in 2015 inequality in general health as 
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measured by the gap between the bottom and the top 
income quintile in the share of people who perceived 
their general health as good/very good is considerably 
better than the EU average and it is identified as a 
good health outcome. Inequality in self-perceive gen-
eral health as bad/very bad is also better than the EU 
average.  

In 2014, self-reported 12-month depression symptoms 
is better than the EU average. 

Access: Unmet need for medical care due to costs and 
to distance are considerably worse than the EU aver-
age, while only the first is improving  

Unmet need for medical care (6.5% in 2016) represents 
a health challenge in Romania, as it remains worse 
than EU average, although there was a considerable 
improvement over the past three years. In particular, 
unmet need for medical care due to costs and distance 
are considerably worse than the EU average. While 
unmet need due to costs shows a considerable im-
provement, unmet need due to distance is increasing 
more than the EU average. Inequality in access to 
healthcare is worse than the EU average. The number 
of doctors' consultation is around EU average but 
shows a negative development.  

Quality: The health quality dimension is a challenge in 
Romania and it generally worsening  

The availability of data on the quality of healthcare is 
limited for Romania. 

In 2014, cancer screening for breast, cervical, and colo-
rectal are considerably worse than EU average. Cervical 
cancer screening shows a positive development, while 
breast cancer screening shows a negative develop-
ment. In 2015, the vaccination coverage rates of chil-
dren for DTP and measles are well below the 95% rec-
ommended threshold and show a negative trend (con-
siderable for measles) over the last three years. The 
influenza vaccination rate for over 65 (5.5% in 2014) is 
worse than the EU average. 

Inequality in the influenza vaccination rate between 
lower and higher educated is also worse than the EU 
average. 

Non-health determinants: Most lifestyle indicators are 
worse than the EU average, while the smoking rate 
(except for men) and obesity are better  

In 2014, the smoking rate among young and women 
are better than the EU average, as well as the obesity 
rate, while the smoking rate and alcohol use among 
men are worse. The consumption of fruit and vegeta-
ble consumption and physical activity are considerably 
worse than the EU average. Alcohol use among women 
and vegetable consumption are worsening from 2008. 
Fruit consumption among young is worse than the EU 
average. Inequality in lifestyle is generally better or 
considerably better than the EU average, with the 
exception of the gap in fruit and vegetable consump-
tion between high and low educated which are, respec-
tively, considerably worse and worse than the EU aver-
age. 
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Figure 45 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR MAIN DIMENSIONS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT BAR) AND 
3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR)  

 
Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 

Figure 46 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR NON-HEALTH DETERMINANTS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT 
BAR) AND 3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR) 

 
  

Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 
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SLOVAKIA 

Although projected to grow substantially, health expenditure is below the EU average, while health outcomes are worse 
or considerably worse. However, some are improving, namely infant mortality, potential years of life lost and preventa-
ble mortality. In terms of prevention, influenza vaccination for old people is worse than the EU average, while the vac-
cination coverage rates of children and breast cancer screening are worsening in the last years. Slovakia has a universal 
health system, based on mandatory contributions as entitlement to healthcare benefits, while the government pays 
contributions for economically inactive individuals such as children, students, unemployed, pensioners and disabled. The 
indicator on health insurance coverage is worse than the EU average, with 6% of the population reported as being with-
out a health insurance. People having a foreign health insurance as they are working or living abroad may be included 
among the uninsured. With a low number of health professionals, particularly GPs, and unequally distributed across 
regions, unmet need for medical care due to distance is worse than the EU average and it is also worsening in the last 
years. The Slovak population is much younger than in most EU countries, with most non-health determinants generally 
around the EU average. However, the trend is smoking and fruit consumption is worsening with respect to the EU aver-
age in the last years. Moreover, inequalities is some risk factors (alcohol use and fruit consumption) are an issue. While 
equity is on the agenda in the Slovak health system, addressing public health issues has not been a key priority for the 
central government. 

Resources, Coverage and Organisation of the Health 
System 

Health spending is below EU average expected to grow 
substantially  

Health spending in Slovakia is below the EU average 
when measured on a per capita basis (1,531 pps in 
2014) and a share of GDP (7.0%). However, health 
spending is expected to rise rapidly due to a number of 
factors, including population ageing, technological 
progress and rise in incomes: between 2013 and 2060 
the share of public health spending in GDP is projected 
to increase by 2.0 percentage points in Slovakia, which 
is considerably above the EU average (0.9 percentage 
points) . In terms of structure, in 2014, Slovakia spent 
considerably less on long-term nursing care (0.3% of 
health spending) than other EU countries while the 
share of administrative cost (4.2%) was above EU aver-
age. A significant share of financial resources in Slo-
vakia is dedicated to medical goods (35%), in particular 
pharmaceuticals. 

Healthcare is mostly financed by compulsory insurance  

In 2014, the proportion of funding by compulsory 
health insurance (76.2%) was above the EU average, 
while the proportion of government outlays (4.0%) was 
lower than in other European countries. The remaining 
spending was made up of households’ out-of-pocket 
payments (18.0%), which was around the EU average 
and voluntary schemes (1.8%), which was lower than in 
most other EU countries. 

Competing insurers provide statutory coverage and 
selectively contract service providers 

The statutory social health insurance system is operat-
ed by three competing health insurers (one public, two 
private) which have to contract minimum sets of ser-

vice providers to ensure access throughout the territo-
ry.  

Slovakia has a universal health system, based on com-
pulsory contributions as entitlement to benefits and on 
state subsidies 

The Slovak social health insurance system applies to all 
residents, who can opt for the insurer of their choice, 
while people having insurance abroad are exempted. 
Compulsory health insurance is financed via contribu-
tions from employers and employees. Payment of 
contributions is compulsory and a condition for receiv-
ing health care benefits. If this obligation is violated, 
the insured are entitled only to emergency care and 
the health insurance company may require reim-
bursement of the costs. However, economically inac-
tive individuals (such as children, students up to the 
age of twenty-six, unemployed, pensioners, persons 
taking care of children aged up to three years and disa-
bled persons) are covered by the public health insurer 
with the government paying their contributions.  

Actual coverage varies across the country 

In practice, not all residents are covered by the SHI.  
People not covered by a Slovak health insurance may 
include residents living or working abroad covered by 
foreign schemes. Actual coverage however varies 
across the country since the supply of health workers is 
inadequate in some regions and districts, and in some 
instances there are simply not enough providers avail-
able to contract to ensure timely provision of services. 

Basic benefit package is identical for all insurers  

The three health insurers have to provide the same 
basic benefit package for their insured and they cannot 
refuse enrolment. Health insurers contract with pro-
viders through individual negotiations on quality, prices 
and volumes. To guarantee access to health care for 
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their insured across regions, health insurers are man-
dated to maintain a minimum network of providers in 
each region. To foster competition and prevent patient 
selection, a redistribution mechanism taking account of  
age, sex, economic activity and pharmaceutical con-
sumption of the insured population partly mitigates 
differences in risk-profiles across the three insurance 
companies.  

Direct payments and cost-sharing exist for a number of 
services 

The Slovak Republic has a broad definition of what is 
included in the benefit package funded by health in-
surers. Some activities are explicitly excluded, for ex-
ample, patient-requested anaesthesia, paternity tests, 
specialist visits without referral, treatment caused by 
substance abuse and most dentistry. Costs for these 
services have to be covered by patients themselves. In 
addition, user fees exist for prescription and emergen-
cy care and there are co-payments for pharmaceuticals 
and spa treatments. Treatment of “non-priority diseas-
es” may also be subject to cost-sharing but in practice 
this does not frequently apply. 

The Ministry of Health is the main actor in the health 
system and dual governance structures exist for long-
term care 

The Slovak Ministry of Health plays a central role in the 
governance of the health system including long-term 
care and its responsibilities include regulating health 
care delivery, assuring health care quality, managing 
national health programmes, and defining the benefit 
package and minimum provider network requirements 
for the three health insurers. The Health Care Surveil-
lance Authority licenses health insurers, and monitors 
their financial situations, contracts with providers and 
quality of care provided. For social care which also 
includes long-term care, the Ministry of Labour, Social 
Affairs and Family is responsible for organisation and 
funding. 

Primary care is provided mainly by private practices but 
care delivery remains hospital-centred 

Primary care is provided by doctors predominantly 
working in private practices and General Practitioners 
(GPs) are remunerated based on capitation. In theory, 
referrals from GP or paediatricians are needed to ac-
cess specialist care. However, there are still ways to 
bypass this referral system. In addition, GPs in the 
Slovak Republic have a relatively weak gatekeeping 
role due to their low number, limited rights to pre-
scribe medicines and a lack of incentive for GPs and 
patients to stay within primary care (specialist visits are 
free after referral). As a result, 80 % of GP consulta-
tions lead to referrals to a hospital specialist which 
makes the Slovak health system very hospital-centred. 
Specialised ambulatory care is provided mainly by pol-

yclinics attached to hospitals and providers are remu-
nerated through a mix of capitation and fee-for-service 
payments. Inpatient care is provided in public or pri-
vate hospitals which are paid through case-based pay-
ment, on a per diem basis, or fee-for-service depending 
on the intervention. 

The number of health professionals, particularly GPs, is 
low and varies across regions 

In 2015, there were 762 full-time equivalent health 
workers in hospital per 100,000 population and this 
was considerably lower than the EU average. Other 
data on human resources for health are not readily 
available but there is some imbalance in the distribu-
tion of health professionals across the country: in the 
capital region of Bratislava, the medical workforce per 
population is nearly twice as large as the national aver-
age while many rural areas face a limited availability of 
medical personnel which can impede access to care. 
This problem is particularly pronounced in primary care 
since there are much more specialists than GPs practic-
ing in the country. Several steps have been taken re-
cently to increase the number and strengthen the role 
of GPs, for example by redesigned medical training to 
include more practical elements and by putting a 
stronger focus on chronic disease management and 
health promotion. 

Policy Developments 

Slovakia implemented several reforms to contain costs 
and increase efficiencies in the health system  

To promote efficient and effective information-sharing 
among providers, a new law on a national eHealth 
information system was adopted in 2013, although 
implementation is lagging behind. In the pharmaceuti-
cal sector, the positive list was modified and reference 
prices and regressive margins for prescribed drugs 
were introduced in 2012 to reduce high public pharma 
spending. In 2016, additional cost-saving measures 
were introduced, including reference prices for health 
care materials, a reduction of acute care beds in hospi-
tal and centralised procurement (OECD, 2017). A re-
form in 2012 improved the reallocation of public funds 
among health insurers by including pharmaceutical 
cost in the redistribution formula to compensate for 
the different risk-profiles for the individual insurer to  
foster competition and avoid risk-selection of patients.  

Addressing public health issues has not been a key 
priority for the central government  

The National Health Promotion Programme, adopted in 
2014, includes some measures to reduce smoking (for 
example, smoking cessation programmes) and tackle 
other behavioural risk factors, with the objective to 
target socially disadvantaged communities and groups 
with high prevalence of risk factors (Smatana et al., 
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2016). However, the central government has so far not 
yet prioritized prevention programmes and efforts to 
promote a healthy lifestyle and reduce risk factors have 
depended on the engagement of NGOs and the private 
sector.  

Promoting equity is on the agenda in the Slovak health 
system 

To assure equal access to health care among the popu-
lation, policies were implemented to contain out-of-
pocket payments among vulnerable groups, for in-
stance by setting payment ceilings for prescribed 
pharmaceuticals and ambulance transport for people 
with chronic conditions as there is no payment cap 
otherwise. In 2015, the government also tightened the 
rules for additional charges that provider can bill for 
services outside the publicly funded benefit package. 
Moreover, in order to make health providers strictly 
follow cost-sharing and exemption rules, a new legisla-
tion in 2017 imposed penalties for providers not abid-
ing by these rules. 

JAF Health Results 

Most health outcomes in Slovakia are worse or consid-
erably worse than the EU average, while some are 
improving 

In 2015, life expectancy (at 76.7 for total population at 
birth) and healthy life years (at birth and at 65) are 
considerably worse than the EU average, although life 
expectancy at 65 for women shows a positive devel-
opment in the past three years compared to the EU 
average change. Similarly, infant mortality rate in 2015 
and potential years of life lost in 2014 are worse than 
the EU average, while they also show positive trends in 
the past three years. Amenable and preventable mor-
tality rate are considerably worse than the EU average, 
but only the last shows a positive development com-
pared to the EU average in the previous three years. 
These variables are identified as health challenges. 

Child mortality is considerably worse than the EU aver-
age. 

Access: Health insurance coverage and unmet need for 
medical care due to distance are worse than the EU 
average 

In 2015, health insurance coverage is worse than the 
EU average, with about 6% of the population uncov-
ered. Although unmet need for medical care (at 2.1% in 
2015) is around the EU average, unmet need due to 
distance (at 0.3% in 2015) is worse than the EU average 
and shows a negative trend in the past three years. 
These variables are identified as health challenges.  

The number of doctor's consultation (at 11.28 in 2014) 
is considerably above the EU average. 

Quality: The vaccination coverage rates of children and 
breast cancer screening are worsening  

In 2015, the vaccination coverage rates of children for 
DTP (at 96%) and measles (at 95%) are around the 95% 
recommended threshold. However, they are decreas-
ing in the past three years (they were at 99% in 2012). 
While breast cancer screening in 2014 is around the EU 
average, it shows a significant negative development 
compared to the EU average change. In 2014, the in-
fluenza vaccination rate for 65 year-old and older is 
worse than the EU average. These variables are identi-
fied as health challenges. 

Other indicators on prevention are worse that the EU 
average, such as the survival rates  for colorectal and 
breast cancer (in 2007). 

Non-health determinants: Smoking and fruit consump-
tion are worsening in the last years  

In 2014, the smoking rate among men is worse than 
the EU average, while for women and young is around 
the EU average but shows a significant negative devel-
opment. Similarly, fruit consumption and inequality in 
fruit consumption by educational level are around the 
EU average, but show some negative development 
compared to the EU average change. Inequality in risky 
single occasional drinking between high and low edu-
cated is considerably worse than the EU average and 
worsening. These indicators are identified as health 
challenges. 
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Figure 47 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR MAIN DIMENSIONS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT BAR) AND 
3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR) 

  
     

Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 

 

Figure 48 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR NON-HEALTH DETERMINANTS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT 
BAR) AND 3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR) 

 
Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 
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Slovenia 

With an average GDP and health spending per capita, most health outcomes in Slovenia are around the EU average, 
except for a few. For instance, healthy life years at birth are worse than the EU average. Infant mortality is considerably 
better than the EU average,. The health system is mostly financed by compulsory health insurance, with a larger than 
average role of complementary and voluntary health insurance. According to the available indicators, access to 
healthcare is good, although the availability of physicians remains below the EU average with an unbalanced geograph-
ic distribution. Population is aging faster than in other EU countries and expenditure for healthcare is projected to in-
crease by 1.2 pps between 2013 and 2060. Slovenia also has higher than average administrative costs. The new Health 
Care and Health Insurance Act which aims at addressing the challenges of the long-term stability of health system fund-
ing has not been finalised yet. As for the quality of healthcare, in-hospital mortality following stroke is identified as a 
health challenge, although it is improving. Some aspects of lifestyle are an issue such as obesity among men and poor 
and alcohol use among young. The Slovenian government has launched a number of policies and strategies to fight risk-
factors, including obesity. 

Resources, Coverage and Organisation of the Health 
System 

Health spending per capita is around EU average but 
the share of administrative cost is higher  

Health spending in Slovenia is around the EU average 
when measured on a per capita basis (1,999.7 pps in 
2015) or as a share of GDP (8.5%). Health spending is 
expected to rise in Slovenia due to a number of factors, 
including population ageing, technological progress 
and rise in incomes: between 2013 and 2060 the share 
of public health spending in GDP is projected to in-
crease by 1.2 percentage points in Slovenia, which is 
comparable to the EU average (0.9 percentage points) .  
Long-term care expenditures in 2015 represents 0.84% 
of GDP - this concerns only the health part of long-term 
care. If we account also the social expenditure of long-
term care, the total expenditure is 1.26% of GDP Ad-
ministrative costs represented 4.1% of health spending 
which was higher than in most EU countries. Other-
wise, the spending structure does not differ notably 
from the EU average.  

Slovenia spends considerably more on voluntary health 
insurance than most EU countries 

In Slovenia, compulsory health insurance accounted for 
68.7% of current health spending in 2015, which was 
higher than the EU average15 and government outlays 
represented 3%, which was lower. Voluntary schemes 
accounted for 14.5% of health spending, playing a 
considerably bigger role in Slovenia than in most other 
EU countries. Households’ out-of-pocket payments 
stood at 12.5% of health spending, lower than the EU 
average.  

A single health insurance fund provides near universal 
coverage and contracts services providers, many of 
which are public   

                                                           
15 The structure of the financing of healthcare systems varies widely 
across EU countries. 

The Health Insurance Institute of Slovenia (HIIS) oper-
ates a compulsory health insurance system which vir-
tually covers the entire population. The HIIS finances a 
range of municipal and other public providers as well 
as those private providers which have been granted 
concessions.  

Nearly all residents are covered by compulsory health 
insurance 

The compulsory insurance scheme whose funding re-
lies almost exclusively on payroll contributions covers 
all permanent residents which are entitled to a broad 
range of health services. Overall, less than 1% of the 
population –mainly non-permanent residents- are not 
covered by the compulsory health insurance but enti-
tled to emergency medical services.  

Co-payments are high but covered by complementary 
health insurance for most of the population  

The benefits package from compulsory health insur-
ance is quite broad. Co-payments, however, are re-
quired for most health services including basic services 
and are not capped. These co-payments with compul-
sory insurance can range between 10% and 90%. For 
example, patients have to cover up to 10% of costs for 
some (e.g. 100% coverage for emergency medical 
treatment and emergency transport aid) urgent inter-
ventions and intensive therapy; 20% for specialist sur-
gery, orthodontics and other aids; and 30 % for phar-
maceuticals on the ‘positive list’ (with some excep-
tions) covered by the compulsory health insurance. 
Children and students up to the age of 26 as well as 
vulnerable groups are exempted from all co-payments. 
To cover these co-payments, 95%16 of the population 
have complementary voluntary health insurance. In 
addition to that, there are also supplementary health 

                                                           
16 Health Systems in Transition,Slovenia:Health System Review 2016, 
Vol. 18 No. 3 2016; Available at: 
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/312147/HiT-
Slovenia_rev3.pdf?ua=1 
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insurances  which include services that are excluded 
from the basic package, additional services in hospitals 
or can guarantee faster access to treatment. 

The Ministry of Health is responsible for the governance 
of Slovenian health system as a whole 

Governance and regulation are centralised within the 
Ministry of Health, (government is the founder of hos-
pitals by law). Local governments, at the municipality 
level, are responsible for the organisation of primary 
care facilities, which they mostly own, including capital 
investment. They also grant concessions to private 
providers in their territory. The HIIS implements com-
pulsory health insurance and is governed by an assem-
bly composed of representatives of employers and the 
insured population. 10 regional branches of the HIIS 
are responsible for contracting service delivery.  

Service delivery is mostly public 

Primary care is mostly provided in community-level 
health care centres run by municipalities and by some 
private practices under concession (contract). Patients 
can freely select their GP but have to stick with their 
choice for at least one year. Primary care providers are 
paid through a combination of capitation and fee-for-
service payments. Outpatient (or ambulatory) specialist 
care is provided on a fee-for-service basis by public 
hospitals, private outpatient specialist clinics and inde-
pendent specialists. Inpatient care is provided mainly 
by public hospitals and covered (in theory) by fixed 
allocations and Diagnosis-Related Groups. However, in 
practice, hospitals are allocated budgets according to 
available resources and historical volumes. Slovenia 
operates a gate-keeping system, in which patients 
need a referral for an outpatient specialist or hospital 
consultation. 

The physician density is below EU average and primary 
care doctors are not distributed equally across regions 

Partly driven by immigration from neighbouring coun-
tries, the number of physicians has grown faster in 
Slovenia than in most other EU countries since 2012. 
Yet, in 2015 it was still below the average in EU coun-
tries (283 per 100,000 population), and challenges in 
access exist due to an unbalanced geographic distribu-
tion of primary care physician. The number of nurses 
and midwives (886 per 100,000 population) is around 
the average in the EU and has also been increasing 
faster than in other EU countries in recent years.  

Policy Developments 

Improving financial sustainability is on the agenda in 
the Slovenian health system 

In 2016, the National Assembly of the Republic of Slo-
venia adopted a strategic framework for health system 
governance and development called the Resolution on 

the National Health Care Plan 2016–2025. Together 
with health promotion, optimizing health service deliv-
ery and improving health system performance, ensur-
ing fiscal sustainability is one of the four priority areas 
under this plan. The new Health Care and Health Insur-
ance Act is also proposed to address the challenges of 
the long-term stability of health system funding 
through measures that seek to diversify funding 
sources. In particular, the bill proposes an extended 
contribution base for compulsory insurance that takes 
direct and indirect income into account and unifies 
contribution rates across insured populations. The bill 
also envisages the abolition of the complementary 
voluntary health insurance scheme by 2019, and its 
replacement with an income-dependent contribution 
that will be more efficient to administer. So far, how-
ever, this Act has not been finalised due to political 
opposition and debate over legal specifications and the 
transfer of responsibilities.  

Addressing public health issues has been a major focus 
of recent government initiatives  

The Slovenian government has launched a number of 
policies and strategies such as the National Programme 
on Nutrition and Health Enhancing Physical Activity 
2015–25 and the National Cancer Control Programme 
2017-2021 to combat the rise in overweight and obesi-
ty and of hypertension and to reduce incidences of 
cancer. With regard to tobacco control, the 2014 re-
form on family medicine practices included strengthen-
ing prevention activities, screening, counselling and 
follow up of patients in smoking cessation pro-
grammes. Beyond the implementation of several EU 
Directives, new legislation on tobacco control adopted 
in 2017 includes comprehensive ban on all tobacco and 
related products advertising, promotion and sponsor-
ship, including a display ban (mandatory from march 
2018) on tobacco and related products at points of 
sale; the implementation of licencing for retailers of 
tobacco and related products and ban on selling to 
minors and using e-cigarettes and other tobacco relat-
ed products in enclosed public places and workplaces, 
total ban on advertising, promotion and sponsorship of 
e-cigarettes and other tobacco related products. The 
new Act also made plain packing mandatory as of 2020 
and banned smoking in all vehicles in the presence of 
minors. The strong legislation is a major development 
for tobacco control in the country, as well as in the 
south-eastern WHO European Region. By adopting this 
Act, Slovenia joins the group of countries around the 
world leading the enforcement of plain packaging, 
begun by Australia in 2012. 

Slovenia continues to strengthen primary care and aims 
for better coordination in long-term care 

The upgrading of family medicine practices in 2011 was 
an important government initiative to further 
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strengthen primary care. This includes ‘model practic-
es” in which designated registered nurses have the 
responsibility of screening for chronic disease risk fac-
tors, preventive counselling and care coordination. This 
new practice concept will be rolled out nationwide by 
the end of 2018 and should help to overcome the 
fragmentation of service organisation and to strength-
en coordination between providers across different 
care levels. Problems are similar for long-term care 
where the currently debated Long-term Care Act aims 
to make care delivery more coordinated and to move 
away from institutional settings to more community 
and home care. 

Improving efficiency in the health system is another key 
policy priority in Slovenia 

The Ministry of Health has recently developed a new 
public procurement system, and mandatory centralised 
procurement of medicinal products and commonly 
used medical devices in public hospitals has been im-
plemented. In 2017 an online application (registry) of a 
joint database of prices for medicinal products and 
medical devices was set up in order to promote effi-
cient allocation of resources and enhanced transparen-
cy. The registry enables health-care institutions to get 
an insight into prices of medical supplies (medicinal 
products and medical devices) and their comparison. 

JAF Health Results 

Most health outcomes in Slovenia are around the EU 
average, while healthy life years at birth are worse and 
infant mortality rate considerably better 

In 2015, healthy life years at birth are worse than the 
EU average for both women and men. Slovenia had 
faced a major drop in the year 2010 which was mostly 
explained with adopting the proposed wording of GALI 
questionnaire in combination with the influence of 
ongoing economic crisis. The number of deaths due to 
self-harm or suicide in 2014 is also worse than the EU 
average, although it improved more than the EU aver-
age over the past three years. These variables are iden-
tified as health challenges. On the other hand, infant 
mortality rate is considerably better than the EU aver-
age and it is identified as a good health outcome. 

Infant mortality is better than the EU average. Inequali-
ty between income groups in self-perceived general 
health show a considerable positive development in 
the last three years. Life expectancy at both birth (80.9) 

and 65 (19.7) are around the EU average, while their 
developments over the last three years are better than 
the EU average change. 

Access: Indicators on self-reported unmet need for 
medical care are good 

In 2015, self-reported unmet need for medical care 
(0.2%) is better than the EU average. The gap in self-
reported unmet need for medical care between the 
bottom and top income group is limited and better 
than the EU average. 

Quality: In-hospital mortality following stroke is a 
health challenge 

In 2012, in-hospital mortality following stroke (at 13.2% 
in 2012) is worse than the EU average, but it shows a 
considerable positive development in the past three 
years. While in-hospital mortality following stroke is 
identified as a health challenge in-hospital mortality 
following AMI (at 5.2% in 2013) is identified as a good 
health outcome because it is better than the EU aver-
age and it shows a positive trend in the past three 
years. 

In 2014, colorectal cancer screening (both for women 
and men) is considerably better than the EU average, 
while influenza vaccination for over 65 year-old is 
worse than the EU average and the gap between high 
and low educated is considerably worse than the EU 
average. 

Non-healthcare determinants: Some aspects of lifestyle 
are an issue (e.g. obesity among men and poor and 
alcohol use among young) 

In 2014, the obesity rate among men and alcohol use 
among young are worse than the EU average, while 
fruit and vegetable consumption and physical activity 
(especially among young and men) are better than the 
EU average. Obesity rate among young and men and 
risky single occasional drinking among young are iden-
tified as health challenges. Inequality in the obesity 
rate between income groups and physical activity be-
tween educational groups are considerably worse than 
the EU average. On the other hand, the gap in risky 
single occasional drinking, fruit and vegetable con-
sumption by educational groups are limited and small-
er than the EU average. 
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Figure 49 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR MAIN DIMENSIONS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT BAR) AND 
3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR) 

  
 Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 

Figure 50- JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR NON-HEALTH DETERMINANTS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT 
BAR) AND 3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR) 

 
Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 
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SPAIN 

With an around EU average level of health spending and a number of physicians slightly above average, health out-
comes in Spain are around or better than the EU average, while healthy life years for women and the suicide rate are 
deteriorating. Expenditure for prevention is slightly lower than the EU average, while indicators on prevention (breast 
cancer screening, vaccination coverage rates) are generally good, with the exception of colorectal cancer screening 
which is worse than average. The decentralized health system is primarily funded from government sources, with service 
delivery mostly public and coverage is near universal. However, in 2012 universal coverage based on residency shifted 
towards an entitlement more closely linked to participation in the social security system, which excludes around 0.2% of 
the population, in particular unregistered immigrants. In the same year co-payments for pharmaceuticals were in-
creased in response to the economic crisis. Overall, available indicators at national level do not highlight major problems 
in the accessibility to healthcare and the average level of unmet need is better than the EU average. Spain is one of the 
first EU countries to have developed an atlas of unwarranted variations in healthcare activities. In terms of lifestyle, 
Spain has a higher than average share of low educated people with some risk-factors worse than the EU average, in 
particular among women (smoking), young (vegetable consumption) and the poor (obesity), while alcohol use is better. 

Resources, Coverage and Organisation of the Health 
System 

The level and structure of health spending in Spain is 
comparable to most European countries 

Spain’s level of health spending is around the EU aver-
age both in per capita terms (2,320 pps in 2015) and 
when measured as a share of GDP (9.2%). Health 
spending is expected to rise due to a number of fac-
tors, including population ageing, technological pro-
gress and rising incomes: between 2013 and 2060 
public spending on health as a share of GDP is project-
ed to increase by 1.1 percentage points, which is com-
parable to the EU average (0.9 percentage points). 
Long-term care spending accounted for 0.8% of GDP in 
2015, which is around the EU average. Spain spent 
slightly less on prevention than most EU countries 
(2.0% of total spending). Otherwise, the spending 
structure does not differ notably from the EU average. 

Health spending in Spain is primarily funded from gov-
ernment sources 

In Spain, government outlays represented 66.3% of 
total health spending in 2015, which is higher than the 
EU average and compulsory insurance accounted for 
4.7%, which is lower. The share of government financ-
ing had come down in recent years. The remaining 
spending was made up of households’ out-of-pocket 
payments (24.2%) and voluntary schemes (4.7%), both 
around the EU average. 

The decentralised health system provides predominant-
ly public services 

The statutory National Health System (Sistema Nacion-
al de Salud, SNS) is fully devolved to regional health 
ministries and covers virtually the entire population. 
The system is mostly tax-funded and service delivery is 
predominantly public. 

Population coverage remains near universal despite a 
redefinition of the basis for entitlement following the 
economic crisis 

Spain provides coverage for 99.9% of its population, 
including for civil servants who can opt out of the SNS 
and get coverage through private insurance instead. A 
common benefits package is defined at the central 
level for everyone covered under the SNS. Although 
the benefits package is comprehensive, coverage for 
certain types of services is limited – such as for long-
term care, dental and optical services – with some 
regional variations. Regions may define a complemen-
tary benefits package providing specific services to 
their citizens that go beyond the common package. 
Following the economic crisis, the Royal Decree Law 
16/2012 introduced the condition of "insured" as a 
necessary condition to access public healthcare. The 
Spain's National Health System (SNS) covers workers 
affiliated with social security, pensioners and recipients 
of social benefits, as well as their dependents. Non-
insured legal residents with Spanish or EU/EEA citizen-
ship are also granted the condition of "insured" if their 
income does not exceed the limit fixed by the law. The 
measures established in the decree therefore guaran-
tee publicly funded universal healthcare coverage 
through the SNS for all Spanish citizens and for foreign 
citizens who are legal residents in Spain. The Royal 
Decree mostly affected foreign citizens in irregular 
administrative situations, as some of them are now 
excluded from full SNS coverage, while it provides full 
coverage for under-18s, pregnant women, and emer-
gency care, as well as for all public health contingen-
cies. Many regions took measures to limit the impact of 
these changes on coverage, but these measures were 
in turn legally challenged by the central Government 
and the situation remains in flux. 

Co-payments for pharmaceuticals were increased in 
response to the economic crisis 
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Health care provision is generally free of charge at the 
point of delivery but important co-payments exists for 
pharmaceuticals. In addition to changing the basis for 
entitlement, the Royal Decree Law 16/2012 imple-
mented a number of other emergency measures to 
ensure fiscal sustainability of the SNS. Most notably, 
this included an increase in co-payments for pharma-
ceuticals, which partly explains the rise in out-of-
pocket spending in recent years. Different co-payment 
rates exist for pensioners and non-pensioners and for 
both groups payments are dependent on annual in-
come. While a monthly ceiling of co-payments exists 
for pensioners, this is not the case for non-pensioners. 
Pensioners with an annual income of less than EUR 
100,000 have to cover 10% of the pharmaceutical price 
with a monthly ceiling of EUR 8 to EUR 18. Above that 
they pay 60% with a ceiling of EUR 60. For non-
pensioners co-payment rates are between 40-60% 
corresponding to three income bands. Certain popula-
tion groups are exempt from cost-sharing, such as 
people on very low pensions and unemployed who do 
not receive unemployment benefits. Other important 
out-of-pocket payments refer to dental care. 

Regions organise their own health services with the 
devolved health system being coordinated at the cen-
tral level 

The Spanish health system is devolved to the regional 
level, where 17 regional health ministries have primary 
jurisdiction over the organisation and delivery of health 
services within their territory. At the central level, the 
Ministry of Health, Social Services and Equality is re-
sponsible for basic health legislation, the definition of 
the common benefits package covered by the SNS as 
well as other strategic areas and performance monitor-
ing. The inter-territorial Council of the SNS brings to-
gether the central and regional health ministries and 
has a coordinating role.  

Service delivery is mostly public with a two-stage refer-
ral system closely controlling access to inpatient care 

Primary care delivery is, to a great extent, public and 
most providers are salaried employees within the pub-
lic sector. Primary health care centres are run by multi-
disciplinary teams composed of general practitioners, 
paediatricians, nurses and social workers. Some also 
include physiotherapists and dentists’ surgeries and 
can provide basic laboratory and imaging services. 
Primary health care physicians act as gatekeepers and 
referral points to specialist care. Specialists can in turn 
refer patients to inpatient care which is provided most-
ly in public hospitals. Both specialists in ambulatory 
care and hospital doctors are typically salaried employ-
ees. Public hospitals are generally funded prospectively 
through negotiations between the hospital and the 
regional authority. 

Physician numbers in Spain are slightly above the EU 
average 

Spain’s physician density (385 per 100,000 population) 
was slightly above the EU average in 2015, but the 
number had increased at a slower rate in the previous 
three years than in most other EU countries. The num-
ber of students entering medical education increased 
by over 50% between 2004 and 2014, in response to 
concerns about possible future shortages of doctors. 

Policy Developments 

Reducing unnecessary health interventions and region-
al variations in medical practice are important goals of 
Spanish health policy 

In 2013, the Ministry of Health established the project 
“Commitment to Quality of the Spanish Scientific Soci-
eties”. Its main goal is to reduce unnecessary health 
interventions by setting up a series of “do not do” (no 
hacer) recommendations. The Ministry worked togeth-
er with the Spanish Society of Internal Medicine and 
the Guía Salud in coming up with recommendations 
targeting specific areas of health care. Moreover, Spain 
is one of the first EU countries to have developed an 
atlas to identify unwarranted variations in health care 
activities. The Spanish Atlas on Variations in Medical 
Practice is a bottom-up collaborative health services 
research project that aims to describe systematic and 
unwarranted variations in medical practice.  

Several steps aimed at improving patient safety have 
been taken 

Since 2005, the Spanish government has put in place 
various actions to improve patient safety. These in-
clude the promotion of a culture of patient safety 
among professionals and patients, implementing in-
formation systems to monitor patient safety incidents, 
implementing safe practices, promoting research and 
development on patient safety, and involving patients 
in the development of strategies related to patient 
safety. For example, a five-point checklist is now used 
in intensive care units to reduce catheter-related 
bloodstream infections. Spain also uses indicators to 
monitor the compliance of hospitals in reducing health 
care-associated infections through improved hand 
hygiene. 

Spain adopted a national antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR) strategy to tackle this growing public health 
issue 

In 2014, Spain introduced a four-year Strategic Action 
Plan to reduce the risk of antibiotic resistance – follow-
ing the recommendation from the European Commis-
sion for EU Member States. The plan is structured 
around six priority areas for action: surveillance, re-
search, prevention, control, training and communica-
tion – in both human and veterinary health. The overall 
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objective is to curb AMR by promoting a more rational 
use of antibiotics. At the international level, Spain is an 
active member of the Joint Programming Initiative on 
Antimicrobial Resistance and the Global Health Securi-
ty Agenda – both initiatives aim to coordinate health 
policy strategies to address AMR 

JAF Health results 

Health outcomes in Spain are around or better than the 
EU average, while a few indicators are deteriorating  

Heathy life years at birth for women, and number of 
deaths due to self-harm/suicide show a negative de-
velopment compared to the EU average in the past 
three years, although levels (in 2015 and 2014) are still 
around the EU average. These variables are identified 
as health challenges.  

Other health outcome indicators are around or better 
than the EU average.  

Access: data on access at national level are around or 
better than the EU average 

The available indicators at national level do not show 
specific issues on the access to healthcare.  

In 2016, the average level of self-reported unmet need 
for medical care is better than the EU average.  

Quality: Colorectal cancer screening is worse than the 
EU average, while others indicators on prevention are 
generally good 

In 2014, colorectal cancer screening (both for women 
and men) is worse than the EU average. On the other 
hand, other indicators on prevention (breast cancer 
screening, influenza vaccination for over 65 year-old) 
are better than the EU average and the vaccination 
coverage rates of children are above the 95% recom-
mended threshold.  

Non-health determinants: While alcohol use is better 
than in the EU, some risk-factors among women (smok-
ing), young (vegetable consumption) and poor (obesity) 
are worse than average 

In 2014, daily smoking among women, vegetable con-
sumption among young and the gap in obesity rate 
between income groups are worse than the EU aver-
age. The first two indicators are identified as health 
challenges. On the other hand, risky single occasion 
drinking for men and fruit consumption are considera-
bly better than the EU average. These variables are 
identified as good health outcome. 
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Figure 51 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR MAIN DIMENSIONS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT BAR) AND 
3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR)  

Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 

Figure 52 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR NON-HEALTH DETERMINANTS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT 
BAR) AND 3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR) 

 
  

Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 
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SWEDEN 

With health expenditure as a share of GDP considerably higher than the EU average and a number of health employees 
higher than average, health outcomes in Sweden are good, with the exception of self-reported depression symptoms. In 
the last years, potential years of life lost are not improving as in other EU countries. The agreed JAF Health indicators on 
the quality of healthcare, including on prevention, are generally around or better than the EU average. Sweden has a 
universal healthcare system, mostly tax financed, with ceilings on co-payments and a guarantee for timely access to 
care. In terms of output, indicators on access to healthcare are around the EU average.  In a context where the empow-
erment of patients has been at the heart of recent government initiatives, the number of doctor's consultations is higher 
than the EU average. However, service coverage and user charges vary across regions and some inequalities are ob-
served between different population groups. In particular, the gap between people who perceive their health as good 
between the bottom and top income quintiles is increasing in the last years and inequality in alcohol consumption be-
tween low and higher educated people is considerably larger than the EU average. In this respect, recent public health 
efforts aim to tackle health inequalities between population groups. 

Resources, Coverage and Organisation of the Health 
System 

Sweden spends substantially more on health and long-
term care than the EU average 

In 2015, Sweden spent more on health per capita (EUR 
3,835 pps in 2015) than the EU average. Health spend-
ing measured as a share of 11.0% of GDP was consider-
ably above the EU. Health spending is expected to 
continue to rise due to a number of factors, including 
population ageing, technological progress and rising 
incomes: between 2013 and 2060 public spending on 
health as a share of GDP is projected to increase by 0.4 
percentage points, which is below the EU average (0.9 
percentage points). Long-term care spending account-
ed for 2.9% of GDP in 2015, which is considerably high-
er than the EU average (1.1%17). Administration ac-
counted for a lower share of health spending in Swe-
den (1.7%) than for the EU on average (2.9%). 

Health spending in Sweden is primarily funded from 
government sources 

In 2015, 83.7% of Sweden’s health spending came from 
regional government sources, which was considerably 
higher than in other EU countries and the only source 
of public funding. The remaining spending was made 
up of households’ out-of-pocket payments (15.2%, 
slightly below the EU average of 22.5%18) and volun-
tary schemes (1.1%, below the EU average of 5.1%19).  

A decentralised national health service provides univer-
sal coverage 

In a regionally based national health service that raises 
revenues from central, regional and municipal taxes, 
regions and municipalities fund and provide a wide 

                                                           
17 The average is calculated on the available data for 22 Member 
States. 
18 The average is calculated on the available data for 22 Member 
States. 
19 The average is calculated on the available data for 22 Member 
States. 

range of health services covering all of the resident 
population. 

Population coverage is high but rules for service cover-
age and user charges vary across regions 

Sweden’s Health and Medical Services Act stipulates 
that health care shall be provided on equal terms for 
the entire population. This means that all residents are 
automatically entitled to publicly funded health ser-
vices. Even though Sweden has a broad benefit pack-
age and a health care law with a strong focus on equity 
and needs-based health provision, the administrative 
structure with 21 autonomous regions leads to some-
what different service coverage rules across the coun-
try. Direct user charges (flat-rate payments) exist for 
nearly all types of services and goods, except for ma-
ternal and child health services provided in primary 
care settings. Apart from prescribed medicines and 
dental services, user charges are independently set at 
the regional level, leading to variations across the 
country. National ceilings for co-payments are in place, 
separately for health care services, prescription medi-
cines, health-related transport and therapeutic appli-
ances. Cost-sharing exemptions exist for children, ado-
lescents, pregnant women and older people. Dentistry 
has separate and less generous coverage and  no cap 
on cost-sharing. 

Patients in Sweden benefit from free choice of provider 
and are guaranteed timely access to care 

Free choice of primary care provider and freedom of 
establishment for accredited primary care providers 
are nationally mandated in Sweden. There is no formal 
gatekeeping in most regions and patients are free to 
contact specialists directly, though the structure of 
user charges incentivises patients to use primary care. 
Furthermore, a health care guarantee act stipulates 
maximum waiting times for a range of services. The act 
defines a “0–7–90–90” rule, which guarantees: same 
day contact with the health care system; seeing a GP 
within seven days; consulting a specialist within 90 
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days; and waiting no longer than 90 days after being 
diagnosed to receive treatment. However, compliance 
with this waiting time guarantee varies largely across 
the country and no region has been fully able to meet 
these rules. Work is ongoing to strengthen the health 
care guarantee. Within three days, people should re-
ceive a medical assessment from legitimate healthcare 
professionals, tailored to their own needs. 

Regions are responsible for funding and providing 
health services under the supervision of the central 
government 

The responsibility for financing, purchasing and provid-
ing all individual health services in Sweden is decentral-
ised to 21 regions and 290 municipalities. The munici-
palities are responsible for elderly care, home care and 
social care, while the regions are responsible for prima-
ry, psychiatric and specialist health care. The central 
government plays a regulatory and supervisory role 
through the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs to-
gether with relevant public agencies. It provides addi-
tional funding through general block grants, earmarked 
funding for outpatient pharmaceuticals and specific 
national programmes. 

Most hospitals are publicly owned, but many primary 
care providers are private 

In Sweden, there is a mix of publicly and privately 
owned health care facilities, but they are largely public-
ly funded. Highly specialised care, requiring the most 
advanced technical equipment, is concentrated in sev-
en public university hospitals. There are also about 70 
public hospitals at the regional level of which about 
two-thirds provide acute care on a 24/7 basis. In addi-
tion, Sweden has six private hospitals of different size 
and profile. Primary care is provided by over 1,100 
primary care units, of which 42% are private, although 
the ownership structure differs widely between re-
gions. The share of private primary care providers has 
increased rapidly in recent years.  

The number of physicians and nurses is relatively high 

Compared to other EU countries, Sweden has a rela-
tively high number of physicians and nurses. In 2014, 
there were 419 practising physicians and 1,188 nurses 
per 100,000 population, both above the EU average20 
(respectively, 341 and 734 per 100,000 population). 
Most physicians have a recognised specialisation, with 
almost one-quarter of them being specialists in general 
medicine. 

Policy Developments 

Empowering patients has been at the heart of recent 
government initiatives  

                                                           
20 The average is based on the available data for 18 Member States. 

Strengthening the position of patients and stimulating 
patient engagement has been high on the Swedish 
health policy agenda. On 1 January 2015, the Patients 
Act entered into force with the objective to empower 
patients, for example by extending patients’ choice of 
provider through increased entitlements to services 
outside the home region, as well as increased infor-
mation for patients.  

Current efforts focus on ensuring equality and equity of 
care across all of Sweden 

Despite the emphasis on equality and equity in the 
Swedish Health and Medical Services Act, the decen-
tralised health system leads to regional differences in 
service access and outcomes. As a result, current dis-
cussions focus on how care provision could be reorgan-
ised to reach greater harmonisation between regions 
and reduce regional disparities across the country. To 
this end, a government committee has studied possible 
ways to concentrate highly specialised care to ensure 
quality and equality. Based on the committee's pro-
posal, a new decision-making process for highly spe-
cialized care has now been adopted and efforts to 
concentrate the highly-specialized care are under way. 
Another example is the establishment of six regional 
cancer centres in 2011, which work across regions, in 
order to improve prevention and service coordination 
in cancer care. 

Recent public health efforts aim to tackle health ine-
qualities between population groups 

A recent major public health effort is the 2014 declara-
tion by the government to eliminate all avoidable 
health gaps between population groups within one 
generation. Towards this objective, a Commission for 
Equity in Health was established in June 2015. The 
Commission presented their report in June 2017, de-
scribing the importance of a broad approach across 
many sectors of society, beyond health care and health 
risk factors, to close health gaps in the population. 

JAF Health Results 

Inequalities in self-perceived health as good are in-
creasing in the last years and potential years life lost 
are not improving as at EU level  

Inequality between income groups in self-perceived 
general health as good/very good is deteriorating in 
the past three years, although its level is around the EU 
average in 2015. Similarly, potential years life lost (for 
both women and men) is improving less than the EU 
average change, although the level is around the EU 
average in 2014. These variables are identified as 
health challenges. 

Healthy life years  outcomes are considerably better 
than the EU average, while self-reported 12-month 
depression symptoms is worse than the EU average. 
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Access: Indicators on access are around the EU aver-
age, while the number of doctor's consultations is lower 
than the EU average  

In 2014, the number of doctor's consultations (2.91 
times) is considerably lower than the EU average. Oth-
er access indicators are round the EU average. 

Quality: Indicators on the quality of healthcare are 
generally good 

No health challenges are identified in the quality do-
main. Screening for breast cancer is considerably bet-
ter than the EU average. In-hospital mortality following 
AMI and stroke were better than the EU average in 
2013. 

Non-health determinants: Risk-factors are generally 
better than the EU average, with the notable exception 
of inequality in alcohol use 

Data on risk-factors based on EU surveys are limited for 
Sweden compared to other EU countries, specifically 
due to the lack of data in the 2008 wave of the Europe-
an Health Interview Survey. 

In 2014, inequality in alcohol use between low and high 
educated is worse than the EU average. On the other 
hand, regular daily smoking and physical activity are 
considerably better than the EU average. 

 

Figure 53 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR MAIN DIMENSIONS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT BAR) AND 
3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR)  

 

 

Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 
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Figure 54 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR NON-HEALTH DETERMINANTS (STANDARDISED SCORES) 

 
  

Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 
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United Kingdom 

In the United Kingdom health spending per capita and health outcomes are both around  the EU average. However, a 
number of health outcomes are deteriorating compared to the EU average change in the last years, including life expec-
tancy and potential years of life lost. With spending on prevention higher than the EU average, some indicators on pre-
vention (in particular colorectal cancer screening and influenza vaccination for older people) are better than average. 
Healthcare is universal and mostly funded by government outlays. Co-payments for NHS services are limited and cover-
age is very comprehensive, with some variation across devolved administrations. Indicators on access to healthcare are 
generally better than the EU average, in particular in terms of costs. The decline in the number of nurses and midwifes in 
the last years, with the risk of further reductions in the next years, is a concern for the future availability of care. In 
terms of non-health determinants, obesity and inequality in some risk-factors are an issue in the United Kingdom. Re-
cent initiatives focused the integration of health and social care, as well as on cost control. 

Health spending per capita is around the EU average, 
but spending on long-term care and prevention is 
higher 

Health spending per capita is around the EU average, 
but spending on long-term care and prevention is high-
er 

Health spending per capita in the UK, which stood at 
2,910 pps in 2015, was around the EU average, but 
health spending measured as a share of GDP (9.9%) 
was above the EU average. Health spending is expected 
to further rise due to a number of factors, including 
population ageing, technological progress and a rise in 
incomes: between 2013 and 2060 the percentage of 
GDP spent on health is projected to increase by 1.3 
percentage points in the UK, which is comparable to 
the EU average (0.9%)21. The UK spent 1.8% of GDP on 
long-term care in 2015, which is above the EU average. 
Spending on prevention is considerably higher than the 
EU average, at 5.2% of total health expenditure. Oth-
erwise, the spending structure does not differ notably 
from other EU countries. 

Healthcare expenditure in the UK is primarily funded 
through government outlays 

In 2015, 79.5% of total health spending came from 
government outlays, which is considerably higher than 
in other EU countries. The proportion of care funded 
through compulsory insurance was considerably lower 
than on average in the EU, at only 0.1%. The remaining 
spending was made up of households’ out-of-pocket 
payments (14.8%, slightly below the EU average), and 
voluntary schemes (5.6%, similar to the EU average).  

The UK relies on National Health Services to fund and 
provide care 

The United Kingdom is made up of four devolved 
health systems (England, Scotland, Wales, and North-
ern Ireland). The four nations have National Health 
Service (NHS) models, funded through taxes, which 
                                                           
21 For the country and the EU, the increase in public health spending 
as a share of GDP refers to AWG reference scenario of EC (2015) for 
the period 2013-2060. 

provide the population with comprehensive coverage, 
and where services are provided by a mix of private 
and public providers. The UK government allocates 
money for health care in England directly, and transfers 
block grants to the devolved administrations for all 
devolved services (including but not limited to health). 
Subsequently, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 
set their own health budgets. 

Population coverage is universal 

The NHS provides universal access to comprehensive 
public services for those ordinarily resident in the Unit-
ed Kingdom. All persons who are not ordinarily resi-
dent in the United Kingdom or EU citizens must pay the 
full cost of any treatment provided. Although this was 
nominally the case in the past, coverage has been re-
stricted in practice over recent years. Since April 2015, 
non-European Economic Area migrants must have 
‘indefinite leave to remain’ (a special immigration sta-
tus) before accessing free NHS hospital care and all 
users are expected to demonstrate entitlement. All 
asylum-seekers and refugees are entitled to register 
with a GP and receive free NHS hospital care; however, 
coverage for irregular migrants differs across the parts 
of the United Kingdom.  

NHS coverage is very comprehensive with some varia-
tion across devolved administrations 

There is no explicit list of benefits although there is a 
legal requirement for the system to deliver necessary 
health services and a commitment to patients’ rights. 
In addition to primary and secondary care, the NHS 
covers district nursing, midwifery, health visiting, fami-
ly planning and physiotherapy services, and free 
transport to hospital based on medical if required. To 
varying degrees, devolved administrations and local 
authorities make decisions about what services they 
will provide given budgetary constraints. Although the 
NHS provides largely comprehensive care, there are 
variations in coverage for some services and growing 
numbers of examples of local rationing, for example of 
in vitro fertilisation or elective surgery (termed ‘the 
postcode lottery’). 
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Co-payments for NHS services are limited but direct 
payment for long-term care can be substantial 

For NHS services, out-of-pocket payments remain low 
and relate largely to prescription charges (mainly in 
England), cost of glasses and dental care. Some popula-
tion groups are exempted from co-payments. General-
ly, this refers to children, pensioners over 65 and peo-
ple with low income. Outside of NHS care, private 
spending on long-term care can be substantial. Local 
authorities are responsible for funding public long-term 
care but people above an asset-threshold have to cov-
er most of the costs themselves. 

The four countries are separate but all organise care 
based on a national health system 

Each of the United Kingdom nations has its own adviso-
ry, planning and monitoring framework for its health 
system and its own public health agencies. Although 
the way in which services are organised and paid for 
has diverged, the NHS model applies in all four coun-
tries. Devolution means health boards in Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland decide what treatments 
will be funded, while in England the 211 clinical com-
missioning groups make decisions about the services 
available to their local population – although highly 
specialist care is still commissioned nationally. 

Primary care plays a central role in care provision 

Throughout the UK, primary care is generally provided 
by teams of health care professionals in private prac-
tices, comprising GPs, nurses and therapists, and GPs 
have a gatekeeping role for specialist care. These prac-
tices are funded mainly by capitation, with fee-for-
service for some additional activities and a relatively 
large performance component based on the Quality 
and Outcomes Framework (QoF). Most secondary care 
is provided by salaried specialist doctors in NHS hospi-
tals. For inpatient care, local clinical commissioning 
groups pay hospitals based on activity at nationally 
determined tariffs. Tertiary care services for the most 
complex cases and rarer diseases tend to be delivered 
in facilities linked to medical schools. There has been a 
move to concentrate specialised care in fewer centres 
as a way of improving quality. 

The number of physicians is below the EU average, and 
the number of nurses and midwives is decreasing  

In recent years, the number of physicians in the UK has 
increased less than in other countries, and in 2015 the 
UK had 279 practicing physicians per 100,000 popula-
tion, which is below the EU average. The number of 
nurses and midwives has decreased considerably more 
than in other EU countries, however, in 2015 there 
were 838 per 100,000 population which is similar to 
the EU average. There are a number of reasons for the 
decrease in nurses and midwives, including the intro-

duction of language testing to qualify for registration. 
The NHS has been very reliant on the international 
recruitment of health workers in the past, hence there 
are concerns about future availability of health staffing 
once the United Kingdom leaves the EU. 

Policy Developments 

The integration of health and social care is a growing 
focus 

Health and social care are divided in England, Scotland 
and Wales, where social care (including long-term care) 
is funded through local governments and mostly pri-
vately provided. In England, integration of health and 
social services is being pursued through the Better Care 
Fund (5.9 billion pounds sterling in 2016–17) and in a 
Greater Manchester pilot, which controls a unified 
budget. Efforts towards integration are also underway 
in Scotland. Northern Ireland is already pursuing an 
integrated approach. 

Cost control, addressing variation and disease preven-
tion are used to reduce the funding gap 

A potential GBP 30 billion mismatch between resources 
and patient needs by 2020–21 has led the government 
to commit to extra funding for the NHS England for the 
next years. In addition, NHS England has three main 
approaches to generate efficiency gains: cost control 
by restricting pay rises for NHS staff and through the 
voluntary Pharmaceutical Price Regulation Scheme; 
addressing variations in treatment and cost by encour-
aging benchmarking and best practice; and fostering 
more appropriate use of services (managing people in 
the community) and tackling population health up-
stream (by improving health behaviours). Since 2015, 
England has encouraged a range of initiatives on new 
models of care, with ‘vanguard’ sites piloting new or-
ganisational forms and contracting arrangements to 
improve coordination and deliver more care outside 
hospital. 

Purchasing and delivery models are currently moving 
away from competition-based markets 

In 1990, a purchaser–provider split was introduced in 
the NHS, which charged local health authorities with 
commissioning care for their populations, and addi-
tional initiatives set out to foster privatised service 
delivery and internal competition. However, the most 
recent English policy position (2017’s Next Steps on the 
Five Year Forward View) de-emphasises the role of 
markets and competition. It signals a scaling back of 
the purchaser–provider split in favour of new models 
of care that foster collaboration at local level. Scotland 
and Wales abolished the purchaser–provider split and 
have been less market-focused but also see targets and 
integration as important levers for higher quality, more 
cost-effective care. 
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JAF Health Results 

Health outcomes in United Kingdom are around the EU 
average, but a number of outcomes are deteriorating in 
the last years 

In 2015, life expectancy at birth (81 years) is around 
the EU average, but it shows a negative development 
compared to the EU average change over the past 
three years (both for women and men). Life expectancy 
at 65 for women, healthy life years at 65 for men and 
self-perceived general health as good/very good show 
negative developments in the past three years, alt-
hough their levels in 2015 are still around the EU aver-
age. Similarly, potential years life lost among men is 
around the EU average in 2014, but it decreasing less 
than, on average, across the EU since 2011. These vari-
ables are identified as health challenges. 

Access: Data on access dimension are generally better 
than the EU average 

The available indicators do not show any challenge in 
the access domain. In 2016, unmet need for medical 
care due to cost (0.1%) is better than the EU average. 

Quality: Indicators on the quality of healthcare are 
generally better than the EU average 

No health challenges are identified in the JAF Health 
quality domain. Screening for colorectal cancer and the 
influenza vaccination rate for 65 year-old and older 
are, respectively, better and considerably better than 
the EU average. 

Non-health determinants: Obesity and inequality in 
some risk-factors are an issue in the United Kingdom 

Data on risk-factors based on EU surveys are limited for 
the United Kingdom compared to other EU countries, 
specifically due to the lack of data in the 2008 wave of 
the European Health Interview Survey. 

In 2014, the obesity rate (especially among young) is 
worse than the EU average. Inequality in risk-factors by 
income or educational groups is an issue in the United 
Kingdom. Indeed, inequality in regular daily smoking, 
obesity (as measured by the gap between the bottom 
and top income quintile), vegetable consumption and 
physical activity (as measured by the gap between low 
and high educated people) are worse or considerably 
worse than the EU average. On the other hand, fruit 
and vegetable consumption among young are consid-
erably better than the EU average. 
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Figure 55 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR MAIN DIMENSIONS (STANDARDISED SCORES), LEVELS (LEFT BAR) AND 
3-YEAR CHANGES (RIGHT BAR) 

 
Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 

Figure 56 - JAF HEALTH PROFILE CHARTS FOR NON-HEALTH DETERMINANTS (STANDARDISED SCORES) 

 
Notes: time changes for indicators with * (based on EHIS data) are provisional. The comparability of EHIS wave 1 (2008) and wave 2 (2014) is under as-
sessment by Eurostat. 

www.parlament.gv.at

https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVI&ityp=EU&inr=37924&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AND%203;Code:AND;Nr:3&comp=AND%7C3%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVI&ityp=EU&inr=37924&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:AND%203;Code:AND;Nr:3&comp=AND%7C3%7C



