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1.  On 6 November 2018, the European Court of Auditors published its Special Report

No. 28/2018 entitled "The majority of simplification measures brought into Horizon 2020

have made life easier for beneficiaries, but opportunities to improve still exist"!.
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2. Pursuant to the rules laid down in the Council conclusions on improving the examination of

special reports drawn up by the Court of Auditors?, the Permanent Representatives

Committee, at its meeting on 7 January 2017, instructed the Working Party on Research to
examine the report in accordance with the rules laid down in the above-mentioned

conclusions?.

3. On 10 January 2019, the European Court of Auditors presented its report to the Working

Party on Research. That working party examined a set of draft Council conclusions at its
meetings on 21 January, 4 and 21 February 2019. Subsequent to a written procedure,

agreement was reached on a text as set out in doc. 6140/2/19 REV 24,

4. The Permanent Representatives Committee is therefore invited to recommend to the Council

to adopt, as an "A" item, the draft conclusions as set out in doc. 6140/2/19 REV 2.
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