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Statement by the Commission

The Commission regrets that the co-legislators have decided to limit the inclusion of fingerprints of
convicted third country nationals and dual EU/third country nationals in the ECRIS-TCN system.
Since fingerprints are currently the most reliable form of identification of individuals, the
Commission regrets these limitations on the inclusion of fingerprints, which in its view will make
the ECRIS-TCN system less effective in achieving its aim of ensuring that criminal records
information is reliably made available for the purposes of criminal procedures, preventing child
abuse, granting licences and other legitimate purposes laid down in national law in line with the

Directive.
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