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- Statement

Joint statement by the Netherlands, Luxembourg, Poland, Italy and Finland

The objectives of this Directive were to enhance the good functioning of the internal market and to

stimulate innovation, creativity, investment and production of new content, also in the digital

environment. The signatories support these objectives. Digital technologies have radically changed

the way content is produced, distributed and accessed. The legislative framework needs to reflect

and guide these changes.
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However, in our view, the final text of the Directive fails to deliver adequately on the
above-mentioned aims. We believe that the Directive in its current form is a step back for the

Digital Single Market rather than a step forward.

Most notably we regret that the Directive does not strike the right balance between the protection of
right holders and the interests of EU citizens and companies. It therefore risks to hinder innovation
rather than promote it and to have a negative impact the competitiveness of the European Digital

Single Market.

Furthermore, we feel that the Directive lacks legal clarity, will lead to legal uncertainty for many

stakeholders concerned and may encroach upon EU citizens’ rights.

We therefore cannot express our consent with the proposed text of the Directive.
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