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- Overall state of play of negotiations 

= Presidency report 
  

1. The Commission legislative proposals for Cohesion Policy for the 2021-2027 period were 

published on 29 and 30 May 2018. Work within the Council preparatory bodies started during 

June 2018 under the Bulgarian Presidency and continued during the Austrian Presidency with 

the examination of all the legislative proposals part of the package, with particular focus on 

the Common Provisions Regulation (CPR).  

 

2. At its meeting on 19 December 2018, under the Austrian Presidency, the Permanent 

Representatives Committee reached a partial mandate on the Common Provisions Regulation 

covering provisions regarding programming and strategic planning (Block 1) and 

management and control (Block 5) as set out in doc. 15429/18 + ADD1. These were the first 

elements of the Cohesion package agreed by the Council preparatory bodies, as they 

configure the essential parts needed for the programming and implementation of the Funds.  
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3. From its side, the European Parliament reached a mandate for negotiations with the Council 

on the Common Provisions Regulation on 13 February 2019. Later on, the European 

Parliament voted its first reading position on this file on 27 March 2019. 

 

4. Based on the mandate obtained during the Austrian Presidency, the Romanian Presidency 

started the inter-institutional negotiations with the European Parliament on Block 1 of the 

Common Provisions Regulation (programming and strategic planning), as one of the only 

elements of the Cohesion package for which the two co-legislators had obtained a negotiating 

mandate by mid-February 2019 and were willing to start trilogue negotiations. At the same 

time, the Romanian Presidency continued (and concluded by the end of its term) its intensive 

work towards the finalisation of the negotiation mandates on the other Regulations part of the 

Cohesion Policy legislative package, as set out in their Progress Report (doc. 10049/19). 

 

5. The Romanian Presidency conducted three political trilogues with the European Parliament 

on 19 and 26 February and 6 March 2019 on CPR Block 1, which were accompanied by 

several technical meetings between the involved parties.  

 

6. From the Presidency's point of view, the results of the work emerging from the inter-

institutional negotiations with the European Parliament are annexed to this note. 

 

7. The Structural Measures Working Party was kept informed about the state-of-play of the 

negotiations. The results of the inter-institutional work were presented to the Structural 

Measures Working Party on 1, 7 and 11 of March 2019. However, a common understanding 

between the co-legislators could not be reached as the divergent positions of the two co-

legislators on some very sensitive issues for both parties were requiring a wider set of 

elements of the CPR to get to a compromise. A compromise at such early stage of the 

negotiations was considered by many delegations as not convenient. 
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8. The Presidency believes that the progress made during trilogue negotiations in February and 

March 2019, before the end of the 2014-2019 legislature term, can be beneficial for the future 

negotiations and can provide a very useful guidance for further work for the upcoming 

Presidencies and for the Council preparatory bodies on the Cohesion Policy legislative 

package. 

 

9. The Permanent Representatives Committee and the Council are invited to take note of this 

report 

 

________________________
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