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I. INTRODUCTION

1. On 30 May 2018, the Commission adopted its proposal for a Regulation on the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and on the Cohesion Fund!.

2. The Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions have been consulted

on the ERDF/Cohesion Fund Regulation and have adopted their opinions on 17 October and 5
December 2018, respectively.

3. The European Parliament voted its first reading position on the ERDF/Cohesion Fund
Regulation on 27 March 2019.

! Doc. 9522/18 + ADD 1-2.
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II.

II1.

WORK WITHIN THE COUNCIL

The proposal for the ERDF/Cohesion Fund Regulation was presented to the Structural
Measures Working Party (SMWP) in June 2018 during the Bulgarian Presidency.

Detailed examination of the text took place during the Austrian Presidency, as stated in their

Presidency's Report (doc. 15428/1/18 REV).

On 13 February, under the Romanian Presidency, the Permanent Representatives Committee

agreed on a partial mandate for negotiations on the ERDF/Cohesion Fund Regulation, as set
out in doc.6147 ADD 2. Article 3 (Thematic concentration) was bracketed and thus excluded
from such compromise pending further progress on the MFF discussions. The Annexes were

also bracketed pending the work of the Evaluation Network.

On 27 May, at the Structural Measures Working Party, the Commission services presented the
outcome of the work of the Evaluation Network on the ERDF/Cohesion Fund Annexes.
Following that meeting, the Structural Measures Working Party scrutinised the Annexes once

more, on 11 June.

Following the Structural Measures Working Party on 11 June, the Presidency is of the view
that, based on the principle that '"nothing is agreed until everything is agreed", a
balanced compromise text on the Annexes has emerged from discussions amongst
Member States. It is to be noted that the Annexes will have to be aligned at a later stage with

the outcome of the inter-institutional negotiations.

WAY FORWARD

The Permanent Representatives Committee is, therefore, invited to agree on a partial mandate

for negotiations with the European Parliament on the ERDF/Cohesion Fund Annexes and

confirm the compromise proposed by the Presidency as set out in the Annex to this note.
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