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NOTE 

From: General Secretariat of the Council 

To: Council 

Subject: Common declaration of the Ministers of Agriculture and Ministers of 
Research of the Visegrad Group (Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and 
Slovakia), Bulgaria, Croatia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania and 
Slovenia on the future role of the BIOEAST Initiative in the context of 
Horizon Europe 

- Information from the Slovak delegation on behalf of Bulgaria, Croatia, the 
Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, 
Slovakia and Slovenia 

  

Delegations will find in the Annex a common declaration of the Ministers of Agriculture and 

Ministers of Research of the Visegrad Group (Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia), 

Bulgaria, Croatia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania and Slovenia on the future role of the 

BIOEAST Initiative in the context of Horizon Europe. 

This document was received from the Slovak delegation on behalf of Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech 

Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia to be dealt 

with under "Any other business" at the "Agriculture and Fisheries" Council on 15 July 2019. 
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ANNEX 

Common declaration of the Ministers of Agriculture and Ministers of Research of the 

Visegrad Group (Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia), Bulgaria, Croatia, Estonia, 

Latvia, Lithuania, Romania and Slovenia on the future role of the BIOEAST Initiative in the 

context of Horizon Europe 

Information from the Slovak delegation on behalf of Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, 

Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia 

The BIOEAST Initiative has been established in 2016 by the agriculture ministers of the Visegrad 

group, Bulgaria, Romania and Slovenia. BIOEAST is the Central and Eastern European Initiative 

for knowledge based, agriculture, aquaculture and forestry in the bioeconomy. Currently the 

Initiative boasts 11 Members and will be extended by the membership of Serbia in the coming 

weeks. The main aim of the Initiative since is establishment was to bring together CEE countries 

facing similar issues in the bioeconomy with an aim of mutual support, knowledge exchange, 

exchange of best practices and most importantly to promote research and innovation and increase 

the participation of the CEE countries on the research and innovation framework programmes 

(H2020 and HEurope). 

Taking into account the progress achieved so far within the Initiative, it is necessary to continue 

with the ambition, gaining more acknowledgement and achieving faster growth in the field of 

bioeconomy with funding from the Research and Innovation Framework Programme Horizon 

Europe. Bearing in mind that bioeconomy is a horizontal and cross-ministerial issue it is necessary 

to foster horizontal national cooperation and to align the priorities of the Initiative not only from the 

agricultural but also from the research perspective. The main aim of the declaration is to show the 

progress of the BIOEAST Initiative, to show commitment for the future and to stress the importance 

of wider participation in the new framework programme HE. 
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Please find attached the Common declaration of the Ministers of Agriculture and Ministers of 

Research of the Visegrad Group (Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia), Bulgaria, 

Croatia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania and Slovenia on the future role of the BIOEAST 

Initiative in the context of Horizon Europe. 
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