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= Adoption

1. On 9 November 2017, the Commission submitted to the Council a proposal for a Council
Decision establishing the position to be taken on behalf of the European Union within the
Joint Committee set up under the Agreement between the European Union and the Republic
of Azerbaijan on the facilitation of the issuance of visas, with regard to the adoption of its
rules of procedure, as set out in 14221/17 VISA 420 COEST 307 JAIEX 102 + ADD 1.

2. Following examination of the proposal by the Visa Working Party on 11 December 2017, the
Presidency concluded that there was an agreement to submit the text of the draft Council

Decision to COREPER and the Council with a view to its adoption as an I/A item.
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This Decision constitutes a development of the provisions of the Schengen acquis in which
the United Kingdom does not take part, in accordance with Council Decision 2000/365/EC
of 29 May 2000 concerning the request of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland to take part in some of the provisions of the Schengen acquis®; the United Kingdom is

therefore not taking part in its adoption and is not bound by it or subject to its application.

This Decision constitutes a development of the provisions of the Schengen acquis in which
Ireland does not take part, in accordance with Council Decision 2002/192/EC of 28 February
2002 concerning Ireland's request to take part in some of the provisions of the Schengen
acquis?; Ireland is therefore not taking part in its adoption and is not bound by it or subject to
its application.

In accordance with Articles 1 and 2 of the Protocol (No 22) on the position of Denmark,
annexed to the Treaty on European Union and to the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union, Denmark is not taking part in the adoption of this Decision and is not bound

by it or subject to its application.

The text of the draft Council Decision, and of its Annex, which have undergone the necessary
scrutiny by the lawyer-linguists, have been merged into a single document, as set out in
15721/17 VISA 455 COEST 351 JAIEX 116.

On this basis, the Permanent Representatives Committee is invited to suggest that the
Council adopt the Council Decision on the position to be taken on behalf of the Union
within the Joint Visa Facilitation Committee set up under the Agreement between the
European Union and the Republic of Azerbaijan on the facilitation of the issuance of
visas, with regard to the adoption of its rules of procedure, as set out in 15721/17, as an

A" item at a forthcoming meeting.
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