- Council of the
European Union

Brussels, 4 July 2022

(OR. en)
10821/22
ATO 50
NOTE
From: General Secretariat of the Council
To: Permanent Representatives Committee/ Council
Subject: REPORT on the implementation of the obligations under the Convention

on Nuclear Safety

- 8th and 9th Joint Review Meeting of Contracting Parties to the
Convention on Nuclear Safety (CNS), Vienna, 20-31 March 2023

Delegations will find in the annex a pre-copy of the above document?.

L This report is in the process of being formally adopted by the Commission

10821/22 CC/ns
TREE.2.B EN

www.parlament.gv.at


https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=107336&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:10821/22;Nr:10821;Year:22&comp=10821%7C2022%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=107336&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:10821/22;Nr:10821;Year:22&comp=10821%7C2022%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=107336&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:10821/22;Nr:10821;Year:22&comp=10821%7C2022%7C
https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=107336&code1=RMA&code2=&gruppen=Link:ATO%2050;Code:ATO;Nr:50&comp=ATO%7C50%7C

EUROPEAN ATOMIC ENERGY COMMUNITY

REPORT

On the implementation of the obligations under the
Convention on Nuclear Safety

Joint 8" and 9™ Review Meeting
of the Contracting Parties to the
Convention on Nuclear Safety (CNS)
Vienna, 20-31 March 2023

(presented by the European Commission)

10821/22

CCl/ns
TREE.2.B

www.parlament.gv.at

EN


https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=107336&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:10821/22;Nr:10821;Year:22&comp=10821%7C2022%7C

Executive Summary

The European Atomic Energy Community (hereinafter referred to as “Euratom”) is a Community,
currently comprising 27 Member States, established in 1957 when six Member States signed the
Treaty establishing the European Atomic Energy Community (hereinafter: Euratom Treaty).

Nowadays, 13 Member States have nuclear energy in their energy portfolio.

Nuclear safety is of the utmost importance for Euratom. Since the last report, several key actions
were undertaken to enhance nuclear safety inside and outside the territory of Euratom as regards the
implementation of the obligations of the Euratom under the Convention on Nuclear Safety. This

report describes those actions and covers the period between June 2019 and April 2022.

At the time of the preparation of this report, there are 103 operating nuclear power reactors in the
territory of Euratom. These are located in the following Member States: Belgium, Bulgaria, the
Czech Republic, Germany, Spain, Finland, France, Hungary, the Netherlands, Romania, Sweden,
Slovenia, and Slovakia. One Member State (Germany) has announced a plan to shut down
permanently all its nuclear power plants by the end of 2022. One Member State (Poland) indicated
its interest to embark on nuclear power. In two other Member States, Italy and Lithuania, there are

only nuclear power plants in permanent shutdown (not operating).
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The Topical Peer Reviews

A key action performed in the field of nuclear safety in the Euratom Community during the
reporting period was the follow-up to the first Topical Peer Review (TPR1) provided for by
Directive 2009/71/Euratom as amended by Directive 2014/87/Euratom. The peer review, conducted
in 2017-2018 focused on "Ageing management of nuclear power plants and research reactors”. All
Member States? that operate Nuclear Power Plants (NPPs) and/or research reactors equal to 1
MWsth or above and three non-EU Member States (Norway, Switzerland, and Ukraine) participated

in the TPR13. Its outcomes were presented by ENSREG* in a report adopted in October 2018.

Following up on the peer review itself, regulatory authorities of Euratom members and observers

developed national action plans during 2019, addressing the findings of the peer review.

The Council of the EU adopted Council Conclusions on this TPR1 exercise on 18 March 2019°. In
line with these Conclusions, ENSREG issued a first status report of implementation of TPR1 in
November 2021.

In accordance with the periodicity defined in the amended Directive, preparations for the second
Topical Peer Review (TPR2) are already under way. In November 2020, based on a list of topics
prepared by WENRA, ENSREG selected ‘fire protection’ at nuclear installations as the topic of
TPR2, recognising that fire is a significant risk, that there is large experience feedback on fire
events, and that reasonably practicable safety improvements can be identified. The scope will cover
a wide range of nuclear installations including nuclear power plants, with national assessments
planned for 2022-2023, followed by peer reviews in 2023-2024.

2 At the beginning of the reporting period, the United Kingdom was still a Member State of Euratom. Since then, the
United Kingdom withdrew from Euratom on 31 January 2020. The relationship between the Euratom and the United
Kingdom is now governed by the Agreement on the Withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland from the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community, and by the Agreement between the
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern lIreland and the European Atomic Energy
Community for Cooperation on the Safe and Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy.

3 The TPR1 Report and the accompanying country-specific findings were finalised and published in October of the
same year.
http://www.ensreg.eu/sites/default/files/attachments/hlg_p2018-37_160_1st_topical_peer_review_report_2.pdf

4 European Nuclear Safety Regulators Group (ENSREG).

5 https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7650-2019-INIT/en/pdf
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The Commission plays an active and supportive role in the process of the TPRs providing the
administrative and logistical arrangements and acting as secretariat of the Board. The Commission
also provides opportunities for public participation, information on the process and reports of the

outcome of the TPRs.

Implementation of the Euratom nuclear safety legislation

Since the preparation of the last report, the Commission has continued to monitor the transposition
and effective implementation of the Euratom legal framework on nuclear safety, responsible and

safe management of spent fuel and radioactive waste, and radiation protection.

The Euratom legislative framework consists of three key legislative acts, namely Directive
2009/71/Euratom, as amended by Directive 2014/87/Euratom (amended Nuclear Safety Directive),
Directive 2011/70/Euratom on the responsible and safe management of spent fuel and radioactive
waste, and Directive 2013/59/Euratom (Basic Safety Standards Directive).

The Commission has been supporting the Member States in transposing those Directives, including
through bilateral meetings, the organisation of dedicated workshops and assessments of national
draft legislation notified under Article 33 of the Euratom Treaty.

- The amended Nuclear Safety Directive

This Directive is a major contribution to enhancing the safety of nuclear installations and promoting

a strong safety culture in Europe.

The 2014 amendment to the Nuclear Safety Directive introduced the high-level EU-wide nuclear
safety objective. This objective was introduced in order to prevent accidents and, should an accident

occur, to mitigate its consequences and avoid early and large radioactive releases.

The set of principles and implementation mechanisms to improve and enhance the safety of nuclear
power plants that derive from that objective as laid down in this Directive were later reflected in the

Vienna Declaration on Nuclear Safety, which was adopted in 2015.
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The Nuclear Safety Directive defines nuclear installations in a broader context than the Convention
on Nuclear Safety, as it includes also research reactors and nuclear fuel cycle facilities (except for
off-site waste management facilities).

Member States had to communicate to the Commission their laws, regulations and administrative
provisions necessary to comply with the Directive by 15 August 2017. During the reporting period,
the Commission services continued carrying out the compliance assessments of the national
transposition measures notified by the EU Member States in respect to amended Nuclear Safety

Directive.

To ensure that Member States fully comply with the Directive, formal steps were taken with a
number of Member States where completeness gaps were identified. Since the submission of the
previous Euratom Report, seven infringement procedures related to this Directive had been closed,

leading to the finalisation of the completeness checks and the launching of the conformity checks.

The Commission initiated the process of Technical Dialogues with the Member States to follow up
on the potential conformity issues. Through this dialogue, the Commission could effectively
support the Member States in achieving compliance of their transposition with the Directive
through adoption of new legislative, regulatory or administrative measures. The majority of the
issues were clarified through this dialogue that continued under the EU Pilot mechanism with
regard to the remaining issues. In total, 26 EUPilot cases were launched. At the time of the
preparation of this Report, the conformity evaluations of the transposing measures were finalized

and decisions on completing the cases were taken.

The effective implementation of the Nuclear Safety Directive is critical to achieving the highest
nuclear safety standards. A key aspect of the Directive is the practical application of the nuclear
safety objective in Member States. To this end, the Commission has been facilitating discussions
involving Member States’ nuclear safety regulators, technical experts and nuclear industry
stakeholders, to review national approaches, identify common positions, as well as technical areas

for further work.
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The Directive requires Member States to transmit to the Commission national reports and the
Commission to submit its report to the Council and the European Parliament on the progress
achieved with the implementation of the Directive’s obligations. The second round of national

reports was due by 22 July 2020.

Based on the Member States’ 2020 reports but also on additional sources to ensure a comprehensive
assessment of nuclear safety in the EU, the Commission adopted on 21 April 2022 its second
progress report® showing the progress achieved by EU Member States in implementing
the Directive, as amended in 2014. The report is accompanied by a detailed staff working

document’.
The Radioactive Waste Directive (RWD)

The Radioactive Waste Directive (RWD) completes the nuclear safety framework by creating
obligations for the responsible and safe management of spent fuel and radioactive waste to avoid
imposing undue burdens on future generations. Member States are to provide for appropriate
national arrangements for a high level of safety in spent fuel and radioactive waste management to

protect workers and the general public against the dangers arising from ionising radiation.

During the reporting period, the Commission continued its assessment of the Member States’

notified measures, national programmes and reports on the implementation of the RWD.

Formal steps were taken with a number of Member States where transposition gaps were identified
in order to ensure that these Member States fully comply with this Directive. In particular, the
Commission initiated infringement procedures in 2018 related to incorrect transposition of the
RWD against 15 Member States by sending letters of formal notice. Of those procedures, at the
time in which this Report is being prepared, 9 have been closed while 6 still require the concerned

Member States to address the transposition issues raised by the Commission.

® Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on the progress made with the
implementation of Directive 2009/71/Euratom establishing a Community framework for the safety of nuclear
installations amended by Directive 2014/87/Euratom, COM/2022/173 final.

7 Commission Staff Working Document Implementation of Directive 2009/71/Euratom establishing a Community
framework for the safety of nuclear installations amended by Directive 2014/87/Euratom Accompanying the document
Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on the progress made with the
implementation of Directive 2009/71/Euratom establishing a Community framework for the safety of nuclear
installations amended by Directive 2014/87/Euratom, SWD/2022/107 final.
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Between 2018 and 2020, 21 infringement procedures have also been launched for non-compliance
of their national programmes with the requirements of the Directive. At the time of the preparation
of this Report, 3 of those procedures have been closed while in the remaining 18 the concerned

Member States are in the process of carrying out the necessary follow up.

The Commission also started the review of the Member States’ third reports on the implementation
of the RWD due on 23 August 2021. The aim is to issue a Commission report to the Council and
the European Parliament on progress and trends in 2022, following reports issued in 2017 and
2019°, on the basis of Member State reporting by 2015 and 2018, respectively™°.

- The Basic Safety Standards Directive (BSS)

The Basic Safety Standards Directive sets out, in a single comprehensive document®!, the uniform
basic safety standards for the protection of the health of individuals subject to occupational, medical
and public exposures against the dangers arising from ionising radiation. Those basic safety

standards take account of the status of science and technology.

Member States had to communicate to the Commission their laws, regulations and administrative

provisions that transpose the Directives’ obligations into their national frameworks, by 6 February

2018.

Also in relation to this Directive, the Commission services launched the compliance assessment of

the national transposition measures notified by Member States during the reporting period.

8 Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on progress of implementation of Council
Directive 2011/70/EURATOM and an inventory of radioactive waste and spent fuel present in the Community's
territory and the future prospects, 15 May 2017, COM(2017) 236 final.

9 Report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on progress of implementation of Council
Directive 2011/70/EURATOM and an inventory of radioactive waste and spent fuel present in the Community's
territory and the future prospects, Second Report, 17 December 2019, COM(2019) 632 final.

10 National reports on the implementation of Council Directive 2011/70/Euratom are published on the Commission’s
website at the following address: https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/nuclear-energy/radioactive-waste-and-spent-
fuel/national-reports_en

11 The Directive repealed Directives 89/618/Euratom, 90/641/Euratom, 96/29/Euratom, 97/43/Euratom and
2003/122/Euratom.
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To ensure that Member States fully comply with the BSS, formal steps have been taken with almost
all Member States where completeness gaps were identified. In this respect, to date, the
Commission has initiated 26 infringement procedures resulting from the transposition checks that it

carried out, 20 of which have been closed.

In addition, it initiated two infringement cases related to the conformity of the transposition of the
Directive. At the time of the preparation of this Report, Member States concerned are in the process
of carrying out the necessary follow up to address the completeness- or conformity-related issues

raised by the Commission. The conformity assessments are ongoing.

The follow-up of the nuclear power reactors stress tests

Following the implementation of risk and safety assessments (stress tests) launched in the aftermath
of the 2011 Fukushima nuclear accident, the Commission in collaboration with European Nuclear
Safety Regulators Group (ENSREG) is continuing to follow the implementation of the measures

taken by EU Member States in order to continue improving the safety of nuclear power plants.

Already in November 2015, ENSREG issued a statement where it indicated that delays were

encountered by several countries in safety upgrades implementation.

Member States committed to provide updates of the planned national actions every two years until
complete implementation of their national action plans. The most recent updates were provided at
the end of 2021. ENSREG performed an assessment of these updated national plans in early 2022.
At the time of preparation of this Report, 9 Member States have completed their national action
plans and provided reports describing the state of implementation of measures taken after the
Fukushima nuclear accident to ENSREG. 5 other Member States have 13 open actions between

them, most of which should be completed in 2022.

The Commission also continued to support the stress test of NPPs in EU neighbouring countries. In
2011, several non-EU countries indicated their willingness to undertake the Stress Tests including
through a peer review. The need for a consistent approach towards nuclear safety by all countries
making use of nuclear energy was reinforced by a shared vision that highlights the potential cross-

border nature of nuclear accident.
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Three countries, Switzerland, United Kingdom*? and Ukraine, directly participated to the full
process of the stress tests with the other EU countries in 2012 and to the subsequent National
Action Plan peer reviews in 2013 and 2015. Switzerland completed the implementation of its
National Action Plan in 2016. The United Kingdom submitted its final report in 2017. Ukraine
submitted the latest update of its National Action Plan to ENSREG in November 2021.

In addition, stress tests peer review exercises, in line with the EU stress test methodology and led by
ENSREG, took place in Armenia in 2016 and in Belarus in 2018. The peer review teams’ final
reports for both exercises included recommendations to improve nuclear safety. Both countries
subsequently prepared nuclear safety National Action Plans (NAcP) addressing the

recommendations made in the peer review reports.

A follow-up of the Armenian 2016 peer review, led by ENSREG, took place at the end of 2019 in
order to perform an independent assessment of the implementation status of the Armenian National
Action Plan, while a similar follow-up of the Belarusian 2018 peer review took place in 2021. The
reports of both follow-up peer reviews were approved and published by ENSREG in order to ensure
full transparency. All information related to these peer review exercises is available on the
ENSREG Website®®,

Research activities

The Commission has continued to support research and innovation in the field of nuclear safety.

The current main instrument to support nuclear research at European level is the Euratom Research

and Training Programme (hereinafter "Euratom Research Programme").

The Euratom Research Programme establishes for a five-year period the framework for nuclear
research and training activities with an emphasis on continuous improvement of nuclear safety,
security, safeguards and radiation protection, as well as to complement the achievement of Horizon

Europe Framework Programme’s objectives, inter alia, in the context of the energy transition.

12 Until 31 January 2020, the United Kingdom submitted the reports and action plans as a Member State of the
European Union and Euratom.
13 https://www.ensreg.eu/EU-Stress-Tests/Country-Specific-Reports/EU-Neighbouring-Countries
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To this end, the Programme supports joint research to maintain strong competences of Euratom
Member States in nuclear research and innovation in both fission and fusion. The Programme
focuses on the development of a sound scientific and technical basis for the safe operation of
reactors throughout these reactors’ entire life cycle; secure management of radioactive waste; robust
systems to protect humans and the environment from the effects of ionising radiation and progress
in fusion science and technologies that will help remove barriers to the realisation of fusion energy
within the 2050 timeframe.

The Programme is implemented through "direct actions", carried out by the European Commission's
Joint Research Centre (JRC) and through "indirect actions", carried out by consortia of industry,
academia, and research and development organisations, funded by the Commission’s Directorate
General for Research and Innovation (RTD).

The JRC contributes to the research needed for improved nuclear safety, security and waste
management, standardisation, education and training, support to the relevant policies, as well as

providing transnational access for Member States to its nuclear research infrastructures.

During the reporting period, the JRC also provided technical skills on behalf of the Commission for
the follow-up of the post-Fukushima stress tests including in some EU neighbouring countries and

technical support for the TPR1.

DG RTD launched several research projects aiming at improving nuclear safety' as a response to

Fukushima-like accidents.

Other actions related to safety.

Euratom has provided financial assistance to improve safety during the reporting period. In
particular, through its Instrument for Nuclear Safety Cooperation (INSC), Euratom has already
committed EUR 295 million by 2020 in support of third countries to promote a high level of nuclear
safety, radiation protection and the application of efficient and effective safeguards, out of EUR 325
million foreseen for the period 2014-2020. A renewed INSC instrument was adopted for the period
2021-2027 with a budget of EUR 300 million.

10821/22 CClns 10
TREE.2.B EN

www.parlament.gv.at


https://www.parlament.gv.at/pls/portal/le.link?gp=XXVII&ityp=EU&inr=107336&code1=RAT&code2=&gruppen=Link:10821/22;Nr:10821;Year:22&comp=10821%7C2022%7C

Another financial instrument that was used were the Euratom loans that were provided to increase
safety in neighbouring countries. The Commission also continued providing financial support for
safe decommissioning in three Member States, where assistance programmes were recently

extended.

Further, the Commission supports actions aiming to ensure the highest levels of nuclear safety in
the deployment of Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) (as with any other nuclear technology). For this
reason, research related to SMR safety and licencing aspects is funded through the Euratom
Research and Training Programme. In addition, the Commission is facilitating the cooperation
between the Member States, European industry actors, policymakers, regulators, utilities (end-

users) and research and financial institutions.

The situation of Euratom as regards the Convention

Euratom does not own nuclear installations as defined by the Convention'*. All nuclear power
plants on the territories of the Member States are regulated by the national regulatory authorities in

accordance with their respective national laws and in conformity with the Euratom legal framework.

Euratom acceded to the Convention in 1999, as a regional organisation, and the Convention entered
into force for Euratom on 30 April 2000. Since then, Euratom actively participates in all review

meetings.
All Member States have signed and ratified the Convention and are currently Contracting Parties.

Euratom possesses competences, shared with its Member States, as regards the legislative and
regulatory framework (Article 7), assessment and verification of safety (Article 14), radiation
protection (Article 15), emergency preparedness (Article 16), siting of nuclear installations (Article
17) and design, construction and operation of nuclear installations (Articles 18 and 19). Euratom

reports upon these articles and also, on a voluntary basis, upon Articles 8 to 12.

14 The only nuclear reactor owned by Euratom still in operation is the High Flux research Reactor (HFR) located at
Commission’s Joint Research Centre in Petten, the Netherlands. It is operated by the Nuclear Consultancy and Research
Group (NRG) and it is regulated by the Dutch regulatory authority. Since 2005, the Netherlands includes the HFR in its
CNS national review report. For these reasons, the present Euratom report provides no information on this reactor.
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The Euratom Treaty and the legal acts adopted on its basis ("Euratom law") entertain a lex specialis
relationship with the Treaty on European Union (TEU) and the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union (TFEU) and prevail over conflicting rules set out by the latter two Treaties.

Legislation adopted under the TFEU and legal acts adopted under the Euratom Treaty are legally
binding upon Member States. They have primacy over national law. Moreover, Directives, which
are to be transposed into national law, may have, subject to certain conditions, direct effect within
the legal systems of the different Member States.

To ensure a better understanding and easier peer review, the present report contains a revised and
updated introduction about the legal framework of the EU and Euratom, explaining the legal
instruments, the legislative procedures, the joint institutional framework, the general and special

obligations of Member States and the enforcement mechanisms.

Since the Member States are responsible for implementing EU and Euratom law, the Euratom
report only informs about the current legal framework, European initiatives and programmes, but
not about the practical implementation in the Member States. This information is to be found in the

respective national reports.

The present Euratom report is a stand-alone report based on the last report for the 8" Review
Meeting. It has been revised and updated to be in line with the current Guidelines regarding

National Reports. New information is in bold italics.

The report ends with a series of annexes, including the Declaration of Competences, and a list of

key legal acts.
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SECTION |
INTRODUCTION

1. BACKGROUND

Nuclear energy currently generates 25% of all electricity in the EU/Euratom and about a third of its
low-carbon electricity. At the time of the preparation of this report, there are 103 operating nuclear
power reactors, representing about one-third of the operating nuclear power reactors in the world.
Many of the nuclear power plants (NPPs) were constructed already three to four decades ago, and
are based on designs and safety provisions that were continuously updated since then.

As the effects of nuclear accidents do not stop at national borders and can entail both potential
harmful consequences for the health of workers and citizens and wide-ranging economic
implications, nuclear safety is of the utmost importance to the EU and its citizens.

2. OVERVIEW OF THE EURATOM NUCLEAR PROGRAMME

Euratom neither owns nor operates any nuclear installations as defined in Article 2(1) of the
Convention. Such nuclear installations exist only in the territories of the Member States, to which
the Euratom Treaty applies.

Despite the fact that the Convention applies to nuclear power reactors only, meaning research
reactors are not formally covered by the Convention (see Art. 2), some Contracting Parties agreed
to include them in their reporting during the 6™ CNS peer review conference.

The only nuclear reactor owned by Euratom, which is still effectively in operation, is the High Flux
Reactor (hereinafter: HFR) of the Commission’s Joint Research Centre (hereinafter referred to as:
'JRC")® in Petten, Netherlands.

The HFR research reactor is formally owned by the JRC on behalf of Euratom, but the operator and
licence holder is the Dutch nuclear services provider Nuclear Consultancy and Research Group
(NRG)™.

In the past, the JRC held the licence, but following a recommendation of the IAEA, it was
transferred to the operator NRG in 2005. It is regulated by the Dutch regulatory authority, the
Autoriteit Nucleaire Veiligheid en Stralingsbescherming (ANVS). Since 2005, the Netherlands
includes the HFR in its National Report. For these reasons, the present Euratom report does not
include information on the HFR.

15 For more information on the JRC please see below Section and Chapter 3.9.2.
6 NRG is a partnership of the Energy Research Centre of the Netherlands (ECN) and the ECN Nuclear Foundation.
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3. THE EUROPEAN ATOMIC ENERGY COMMUNITY'S (EURATOM) ACCESSION TO THE
CONVENTION ON NUCLEAR SAFETY

The European Union (EU) is neither a federal state, nor an intergovernmental organisation. The EU
is, In fact, unique because it constitutes a new legal order in international law. For reasons of mutual
social and economic benefit, its Member States have set up common institutions to which they
delegate some of their sovereignty so that decisions on specific matters of joint interest can be taken
at European level.

Like the EU, Euratom is an international organisation endowed with international legal personality.
While membership and organisation of Euratom are fully integrated with the European Union,
Euratom is a separate legal entity bearing rights and duties on the international plane.

As a regional organisation as referred to in Article 30 (4) of the Convention on Nuclear Safety
(hereinafter: the Convention), Euratom acceded to the Convention after the Decision of the
Commission of 16 November 19997, adopted on the basis of Article 101 of the Euratom Treaty,
following a Decision of the Council of 7 December 1998. The instruments of accession were
deposited with the Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency on 31 January
2000. Thus, for Euratom, the Convention entered into force on 30 April 2000 in accordance with
Article 31(2) of the Convention.

The following countries are members both of the EU and of Euratom: The Republic of Austria, the
Kingdom of Belgium, the Republic of Bulgaria, the Republic of Croatia, the Republic of Cyprus,
the Czech Republic, the Kingdom of Denmark, the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Finland,
the French Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany, the Hellenic Republic, the Republic of
Hungary, Ireland, the Italian Republic, the Republic of Latvia, the Republic of Lithuania, the Grand
Duchy of Luxembourg, the Republic of Malta, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Republic of
Poland, the Portuguese Republic, Romania, the Slovak Republic, the Republic of Slovenia, the
Kingdom of Spain, and the Kingdom of Sweden.

All Member States have signed and ratified the Convention on Nuclear Safety and are now
Contracting Parties.

17 Commission Decision 1999/819/Euratom of 16 November 1999 concerning the accession to the 1994 Convention on
Nuclear Safety by the European Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM), OJ L 318, 11.12.1999, p. 2.
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4. STATEMENT OF THE COMMITMENT OF THE CONTRACTING PARTY TO THE CONVENTION
ON NUCLEAR SAFETY

According to the Convention, regional organisations must — in matters within their competence —
"on their own behalf, exercise the rights and fulfil the responsibilities, whi