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COVER NOTE 

From: The House of Representatives of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 

date of receipt: 7 July 2022 

To: The President of the Council of the European Union 

No. prev. doc.: 9333/22 

Subject: Proposal for a COUNCIL REGULATION on the election of the Members 
of the European Parliament by direct universal suffrage, repealing 
Council Decision 76/787/ECSC, EEC, Euratom and the Act concerning 
the election of the members of the European Parliament by direct 
universal suffrage annexed to that Decision 

[ST 9333/22 - P9_TA(2022)0129] 

- Reasoned opinion on the application of the Principles of Subsidiarity 
and Proportionality  

Delegations will find enclosed the above-mentioned reasoned opinion of the House of 

Representatives of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, followed by a courtesy English translation. 
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Courtesy translation 

 
To the President of the European Parliament 
Ms Roberta Metsola 
Wiertzstraat 60 
B-1047 - Brussels 
Belgium 
 
The Hague, 6 July 2022 
 
Subject: Reasoned opinion (subsidiarity) regarding the legislative resolution of the European Parliament 
dated 3 May 2022 on the proposal for a Council regulation on the election of members of the European 
Parliament by direct universal suffrage 
 
 
Dear Ms Metsola,  
 
On 5 July 2022 the House of Representatives of the States General held a plenary vote to determine its 
position regarding the subsidiarity of the legislative resolution it received from the European Parliament on 
19 May 2022, concerning the proposal for a Council regulation on the election of members of the European 
Parliament by direct universal suffrage, thus putting into effect Article 5 of the EU Treaty and Protocol 2 of 
the Treaty of Lisbon concerning the application of the subsidiarity and the proportionality principle. 
 
The opinion of the House of Representatives of the States General concerning the subsidiarity of this 
proposal is negative.  
 
The enclosed House of Representatives’ motion shows the considerations of the House of Representatives 
in coming to its negative subsidiarity opinion. The motion was submitted on 30 June 2022 by the Members 
Leijten (SP), Strolenberg (VVD), Bisschop (SGP), Van der Graaf (CU), Omtzigt (Lid Omtzigt), Inge van Dijk 
(CDA) and Van Esch (PvdD), and was passed in Plenary on 5 July 2022. 
 
A copy of this letter will be sent to the European Commission, the Council and the Dutch Government. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Vera Bergkamp 
Speaker of the House of Representatives  
of the States-General 
The Netherlands 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATES 

GENERAL 2 

2021-2022 session 

--- courtesy translation --- 
 

  

36 104 EU-proposal: election of the Members of the European Parliament by 

direct universal suffrage 

  

  

No. 5 MOTION BY MP LEIJTEN AND OTHERS 

 Proposed on 30 June 2022 

  

 The House, 

  

 having heard the deliberations, 

  

 noting that the proposal for the amendment of the EU Electoral Act as 

included in the legislative resolution of the European Parliament dated 3 May 

2022, involves Member States having no, or only a limited, say on: 

 

 the way in which votes may be cast, such as the obligation to allow 

voting by post; 

 the day upon which European elections may be held; 

 rules concerning campaigning and opinion polls for European 

elections; 

 political parties’ control over party democracy and gender equality 
when drawing up lists of candidates for European parliamentary 

elections;  

 

noting that only recently in the Dutch parliament a discussion took place, and 

is still ongoing, on the freedom of political parties concerning campaigning, 

opinion polls, allowing voting by post and rules with regard to party 

democracy; 

 

being of the opinion that it is of great democratic importance that national 

parliaments maintain control of the organisation of elections in their own 

country; 

 

states that in the context of the yellow card procedure as described in Protocol 

No. 2 of the Treaty on European Union, in view of the points above 

mentioned, it is of the opinion that the proposal under consideration is not in 

accordance with the principle of subsidiarity, 

 

and proceeds to the order of the day. 

 

Leijten 

Strolenberg 
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Bisschop 

Van der Graaf 

Omtzigt 

Inge van Dijk 

Van Esch  
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