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1. On 20 January 2023, the European External Action Service (EEAS) submitted to the Council,

in accordance with Article 266(3) and (5) of the Financial Regulation?, its request to lease a
residence for the Head of the EU delegation to the UK (London)?.

The Council had already been informed by the EEAS of its intention to rent or purchase a
residence for the Head of the EU delegation to the UK on 8 October 20213, as provided for in
Article 266(2) of the Financial Regulation.

Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 of the European Parliament and of the Council of

18 July 2018 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union, amending
Regulations (EU) No 1296/2013, (EU) No 1301/2013, (EU) No 1303/2013, (EU)

No 1304/2013, (EU) No 1309/2013, (EU) No 1316/2013, (EU) No 223/2014, (EU)

No 283/2014 and Decision No 541/2014/EU, and repealing Regulation (EU, Euratom)

No 966/2012 (OJ L 193, 30.7.2018, p. 1).
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3. The Budget Committee analysed the request at its meeting on 26 January 2023 and requested
additional information from the EEAS. On 2 February 2023, the EEAS presented this
additional information to the Budget Committee®.

4, Most Member States were of the view that the substantive cost increase for the EEAS was not

justifiable and that the EEAS should have considered alternative, more cost-efficient options.

5.  The Budget Committee therefore agreed, by a qualified majority, to suggest that the

Permanent Representatives Committee advise the Council:

- to take a decision contrary to the EEAS request to lease a residence for the Head of the
EU delegation to the UK (London) on the basis of Article 266(3) of the Financial

Regulation;

—  to approve the draft letter in the ANNEX to that effect.
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ANNEX

DRAFT LETTER

from: President of the Council

to: High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
copy: President of the European Parliament

Sir,

In accordance with Article 266(3) of the Financial Regulation of 18 July 2018, I inform you that
the Council has taken a decision contrary to the request of the European External Action Service,
received on 20 January 2023, to lease a residence for the Head of the EU delegations to the UK
(London). The Council considers that the building project would lead to a significant and
unwarranted increase of total costs for the European External Action Service compared to the
current situation and is of the view that alternative, more cost-efficient solutions should have been

sought.

In accordance with Article 266(3), fifth subparagraph, of the Financial Regulation, the European

External Action Service is therefore to withdraw its proposal, but may submit a new one.

(Complimentary close).

5 Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
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