
  

 

9361/23   BM/AF/ps 1 

 COMPET.1  EN 
 

 

Council of the 
European Union  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Brussels, 15 May 2023 
(OR. en) 
 
 
9361/23 
 
 
 
 
PI 68 
MI 399 
COMPET 433 

 

 

  

  

 

NOTE 

From: Presidency 

To: Council 

Subject: Celebration of the Unitary Patent System and the Single Market at 30 

- Information from the Presidency  

1. On the occasion of the entry into effect of the Unitary Patent System on 1 June 2023 and the 

30th anniversary of the Internal Market which entered into operation on 1 January 1993, the 

Swedish Presidency are inviting the ministers to celebrate together. 

2. Competitiveness, including the deepening of the Single Market is one of the priorities for the 

Swedish Presidency. 2023 also marks the 30 years anniversary for the Single Market. It is a 

good moment to take stock of what has been achieved and how to further deepen and extend 

the Single Market. 

3. The Unitary Patent System, agreed on 17/12/2012, consists of two Regulations, on unitary 

patent protection and on translation arrangements (Regulation No 1257/2012 and 

No 1260/2012). These are completed by an intergovernmental agreement between EU 

Member States setting up the Unified Patent Court (the UPC Agreement), signed on 

19/2/2013. 

4. The UPC Agreement was signed by 24 Member States. For the Unitary Patent System to 

come into effect, the UPC Agreement had to be ratified by at least 13 Member States, 

amongst whom had to figure the three where the highest number of European patents were in 

effect in 2012. One Member State’s deposit of its ratification of the UPC Agreement with the 
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Council on 17/02/2023 completed this process, allowing the UPC Agreement to enter into 

force on 1 June 2023. The Regulations enter into effect on the same day. 

5. Ministers are invited to listen to a few key speeches including by Mr Campinos, the President 

of the European Patent Organisation. 

6. Key players behind the preparatory work of the Unitary Patent System are invited to this AOB 

including representatives from the European Commission: 

 Senator Mario Monti, Senator, Professor and former Prime Minister and European 

Commissioner for the Internal Market 

 Mr Antonio Campinos, President of the European Patent Office (EPO) 

 Mr Fabrice Claireau, Affaires Juridiques at the Secrétariat général des affaires européennes, 

French Prime Minister’s Office 

 Mr Jérôme Debrulle, Director General, Directorate General for Economic Regulation, 

Belgium, chairman of the Select Committee of the Administrative Council of the European 

Patent Organisation 

 Ms Margot Froehlinger, former Principal Director for Patent Law, EPO, and former 

Director, Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs, 

European Commission  

 Ms Kerstin Jorna, Director-General, Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, 

Entrepreneurship and SMEs, European Commission 

 Mr Johannes Karcher, Head of Division for Patent Law, German Ministry of Justice, and 

chairman of the Administrative Committee of the UPC 

 Mr Alexander Ramsay, Registrar of the UPC and former chairman of the Preparatory 

Committee and of the Administrative Committee of the UPC 

 Ms Åsa Webber, Head of Cabinet of Commissioner Ylva Johansson and former 

Ambassador, Deputy Permanent Representative of Sweden to the EU 
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