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Declaracao de Portugal

1. A Convengao OSPAR proporciona um quadro estavel e sélido de tomada de decisdes e de
cooperagdo destinado a promover a governa¢ao macrorregional dos oceanos no Atlantico
Nordeste. Consideramos que a decisdo do Conselho ndo deverd afetar os procedimentos e
praticas bem estabelecidas da Convengao OSPAR e que as alteragdes as suas disposi¢des
institucionais deverao ter por base fundamentos politicos e juridicos inequivocos. Portugal
entende que a introducdo de qualquer alteragdo as disposi¢des institucionais existentes

devera ser plenamente fundamentada.
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2. Congratulamo-nos com a decisdo relativa a criacdo da area marinha protegida da Corrente
do Atlantico Norte ¢ Monte Submarino Evlanov (NACES MPA) e com a recomendagio
conexa relativa a sua implementacdo. Este ¢ um importante instrumento para a protegao da

biodiversidade e dos ecossistemas marinhos.

3. Apoiamos a adogdo da decisdo do Conselho. No entanto, continuamos a ser da opinido que
este ato ndo constitui um precedente, nem em termos de representagdo na Convengao
OSPAR, nem no que diz respeito aos procedimentos estabelecidos para a criagdo e

implementagdo de areas marinhas protegidas no ambito da referida Convengao.

4. Sem prejuizo da coordenacdo das posi¢des entre a Unido Europeia e os seus Estados-
-Membros, Portugal reserva-se o direito de se pronunciar em seu proprio nome durante os
futuros debates relativos a NACES MPA, enquanto parte contratante individual na

OSPAR, em conformidade com o artigo 20.° da Conveng¢do OSPAR.

5. Portugal considera que seria util clarificar os procedimentos futuros no que respeita a

decisdes no contexto de convengdes marinhas regionais.
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Courtesy translation

Statement by Portugal

1. The OSPAR Convention creates a stable and sound decision-making and cooperation
framework aimed at promoting macro-regional ocean governance in the North-East Atlantic.
It is our view that the Council Decision should not affect the well-established procedures
and practices of the OSPAR Convention and that changes to its institutional arrangements
should be based on unequivocal political and legal grounds. Portugal believes that the
introduction of any changes to the existing institutional arrangements should be fully

justified.

2. Portugal welcomes the Decision on the delineation of the NACES Marine Protected Area
and the respective Recommendation on its implementation. It constitutes an important

instrument for the protection of the marine biodiversity and ecosystems.

3. We support the adoption of the Council Decision. However, we remain of the opinion that
this act does not constitute a precedent, neither in terms of representation in the OSPAR
Convention, nor in what relates to the set procedures for the creation and implementation of

marine protected areas within the framework of the aforementioned Convention.

4. Without prejudice to the coordination of positions among the European Union and its
Member States, Portugal reserves the right to speak in its own behalf during further
discussions on the NACES Marine Protected Area, as an individual contracting party to

OSPAR, in line with Article 20 of the OSPAR Convention.

5. Portugal believes it would be useful to clarify future procedures involving decisions at

Regional Sea Conventions.
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