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- Adoption of the legislative act 

 = Statement 
  

Statement by Denmark, Estonia, Finland, the Netherlands and Germany 

regarding cattle rearing within the scope of the IED 

The Industrial Emissions Directive 2010/75/EU (IED) is an extremely important instrument to 

prevent and control pollution from large industrial and livestock installations, and so its effective 

revision is crucial for achieving the goals of the European Green Deal and its zero pollution 

ambition as well as the overall reduction requirements on ammonia and greenhouse gases. 
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With this in mind, we regret that in the final compromise text cattle rearing is not included in the 

scope of the Directive, as it is the main source of ammonia and methane emissions from the 

agricultural sector. Even if only 1 % of the biggest industrial cattle farms were included, it would 

still contribute to a significant reduction in ammonia and methane emissions. We therefore welcome 

that the Commission will assess by 2026 how to best address the emissions generated from cattle 

rearing, taking into account the range of instruments available and the specificities of the sector. We 

express our great hope that this report will pave the way to an inclusion of cattle rearing in the 

scope of the Directive and hence ensure a level playing field in the EU.  
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