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Abbreviations

Extensive descriptions

Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 22 October 2014 on the
statute and funding of European political parties and
European political foundations

Abbreviations
Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014

Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/673 of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 3 May 2018 amending
Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 on the statute and
funding of European political parties and European political
foundations

Amending Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/673

Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2012/493 of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 25 March 2019 amending
Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 regarding a
verification procedure related to infringements of rules on the
protection of personal data in the context of elections to the
European Parliament

Amending Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2019/493
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Foreword by the Director

AstheEuropean Union prepares for the elections to the European Parliament to bea
held from & to @ June 2024, democratic integrity is more important than aver,
Throughout 2023, the team at the Authority for European Folitical Parties and
European Folitical Foundations was dedicated to preparing the ground for a fair
electoral contest onthe basis of a level playing fiald.

This collective effort involved all areas of competence of the Authority, and all
cooperation workstream s with its institutional partners. Among the highlights of
the vear past, the annual report will guide vou through the work onthe Authority s
European Campaign Action Plan (*E-CAFPywhich serves as gquidanceforthe European
political parties’electoral campaigns, a memorandum of understanding signed with
Europol onexchange of strategicinform ation on cvber-enabled attacks on elections,
studies the authority published on national law affecting European political parties
and on threats of foreign interference, outreach work including a table-top exercise
with national competent authorities, a project with schools and a contract with
EU-widewoting information services,

Maturally, the annual report does not negled the recurrent verification and control
cvclesthat the Authority conducted throughout 2023 either, aswell as devel opments
relating to transparency services to the citizens,

The annual repart also provides detailed annedes on the current membership
structures of European political parties and onthe Authority’s contact pointsin the
Miember States, On thelatter aspect, the Authority deplores that, despite its repeated
calls, ane Member State still has not appointed a contact point for the Authority as
provided by Begulation (EU, Euratom) Mo 1141/2014,

Finally, the annual report provides an update on the current resources situation of
the Authority. The Authority is grateful for the excellent cooperation with the
committes on budgets and the administration of the European Parliam ent, which
has yielded tangible results in pursuit of the shared goal of defending European
dem odracy.

Enjov thereading!
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Executive Summary

This Annual Activity Report outlines the work undertaken and obstacles confronted
by the Authority throughout 2023. It summarises the various tasks managed,
methodologiesemployed, andinsights gained during the specified year. Additionally,
it presents a preview of the Authority’s planned activities leading up to the European
elections period of 6-9 June 2024.

The report starts with an introduction to European political parties and European
political foundations. This includes an overview of the administrative and legal
framework, specifically Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 and itsamendments.

Subsequently, the report elaborates on the standard operations of the Authority,
spotlighting key areas within its mandate. This encompasses the registration and
verification of European political parties and foundations, scrutiny of their
compliance with Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014, and the provision of
transparency services. The Authority’s wehsite serves as a platform for citizens to
explore information on European political parties and foundations, including details
on their structure, governance, and funding.

During these times of essential importance for European democracy, a notable focus
of this report is placed on the 2024 European Parliament elections as well as efforts
to render the European political parties and foundations more accessible and visible
to the citizens.

The reportalso briefly outlines the internal administration of the Authority, covering
various aspects such as human resources and budgetary considerations.

The report concludes with a glimpse into the Authority's preparatory work for the
post-election period.
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1. THE AUTHORITY FOR EUROPEAN POLITICAL
PARTIES AND EUROPEAN POLITICAL
FOUNDATIONS

1.1.  Introduction

The preservation of democratic integrity and the establishment of a fair environment
for European political parties and foundations are crucial for the effective functioning
and credibility of the European Union. The Authority, an independent European
Union body, has been actively involved in this endeavour since its establishment on
1 September 2016 and further as of 1 January 2017 when it achieved its full
operational status.

The Authority is tasked by the European Union legislator with registering, monitoring
compliance, and where necessary imposing sanctions on European political parties
and foundations in accordance with Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014' and its
subsequentamendments’. Additionally, the Authority delivers transparency services
to citizens.

1.2.  Mission of the Authority

The mission of the Authority is to safeguard the integrity of European Union democracy
by ensuring the compliance of European political parties and foundations with
Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 while upholding procedural rights.

Moreover, the Authority contributes to fostering political awareness at European level
by offering transparency services to Union citizens. This includes disseminating crucial
information on European political parties and foundations, such as structural details
on membership and governance, lists of received donations and contributions, and
the political programs of these entities.

The comprehensive information is contained in the Register of European political
parties and European political foundations, with publications made in accordance
with Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014.

The Authority's director and team carry out this mission independently and in
adherence to political pluralism within the EU. Collaborating closely with the European
Parliament, other Union institutions, bodies, agencies, and national authorities, the
Authority strives to build a robust“Team democratic integrity” for the European Union.

1 OIL317, 47112004, p.1-27.

2 Regulation {EL), Euratom) 2018/673, OJ L 1141, 4.5.2018, p. 1; Regulation (EU, Euratorn} 2019/493, OJ L 851,
2732019, p.7.
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2. EUROPEAN POLITICAL PARTIES AND
FOUNDATIONS

European political parties have begun to appear in advance of the first direct
European elections of 1979 and have since gradually developed in number and as
regards their activities.

Formally recognised by the Treaty of Maastricht?, the role of the European political
parties is set out in Article 10(4) of the Treaty on European Union* and in Article 12(2)
of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union®. This role is more than
a cooperation of existing political families across borders: Indeed, according to these
Treaty provisions, European political parties “contribute to forming European
political awareness and to expressing the will of citizens of the Union”. European
political parties are therefore the recognised manifestation of a political transmission
mechanism directly between the citizens and their European Union.

Financial support by the Union's budget, as well as conditions and prohibitions
relating thereto, were initially governed by Regulation (EC) No 2004/2003 of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 4 November 2003 on the regulations
governing political parties at European level and the rules regarding their funding °.
The rules on the statute and funding of European political parties are currently
provided for in Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 based on Article 224 of the

Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union’.

3 0JC191, 2971992, p. 1-112.
4 OJC326, 26102012, p. 13300,
5 0JC326,2610.2012, p.391-407.

6 0OJ L 297, 15.11.2003, p. 1-4, based on Article 191 of the Treaty establishing the European Community as
amended by the Treaty of Nice amending the Treaty on European Union, the Treaties establishing the European
Communities and certain related acts, ©J C 80, 1032001, 1-87.

7 0JC326, 26102012, p. 1-390.
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3. THE CURRENT LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK

3.1.  Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014

Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 has set up a new legal framework on the
statute and funding of European political parties and their affiliated European political
foundations requiting European political parties and European political foundations to
provide a strong link between citizens of the Union and European democracy, with
particular focus on integrity and transparency. Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014
established the Authority and introduced a series of rights and obligations for European
political parties and European political foundations.

Following a registration procedure with the Authority, European political parties and
foundations obtain a fully-fledged European legal personality and can apply for Union
funding. At the same time, they must respect conditions and obligations, in particular
those related to donations and contributions they receive, their activities and the key
requirement to observe the values upon which the Union is founded.

The Regulation on the statute and funding of European political parties and European
political foundations was amended twice since its adoption. In 2018, Regulation (EU,
Euratom)No 1141/2014 was amended by Amending Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/673
to avoid undesirable consequences of multi-party membership and to modify financing
rules, and in 2019 it was amended by Amending Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2019/493 to
strengthen the protection of personal data ahead of the 2019 European elections.

The European Parliament called for further amendments of Regulation (EU, Euratom)
No 1141/2014, in its resolution of 26 November 2020 on stocktaking of European
elections (2020/2088(INI))* and in its resolution of 11 November 2021 on the application
of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 on the statute and funding of European
political parties and European political foundations (2021/2018(INI))°. Following
European Parliament’s call and the European Commission’s European democracy
action plan' (2020), the European Commission presented a new legislative proposal
on 25 Novemnber 2021". This proposal has been subject to negotiating positions by
both the European Parliament'? and the Council®, but has not been adopted yet.

g 0JC425, 20102021, p. 98-106,
9 QJC 205, 2052022, p. 37-43.

10 Furopean Democracy Action Plan:  https/feommission.europa.cufstrategy-and-policy/priorities- 201 9-2024/new-
push-european-democracy/european-democracy-action-plan_en.

11 Proposal for a Regulation of the Furopean Parliamentand of the Council on the statute and funding of Furopean
political parties and European political foundations (recast), COM(2021)734 final, 2021/0375 (COD), 25.11.2021.

12 On 15 Septermnber 2022 the European Parliament in its Plenary session adopted its position at first reading
tAmendments adopted by the Furopean Parliament on 15 September 2022 on the proposal for a regulation of the
European Parliament and of the Council on the statute and funding of European political parties and European
political foundations, P9_TA{(2022)0328).

13 On 22 March 2022, Council in its General Affairs formation (GAC) reached a political agreement (a partial
general approach, doc. ST 7429/22) on the proposal. The Council revised its mandate an 17 March 2023 (Guidance
for further work, ST 7247/23).
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3.2, Amending Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/673

Amending Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/673" has, among other things, tightened
the conditions for registration as a European political party. This led to the removal
of two European political parties and one affiliated European political foundation
from the Register of European political parties and European political foundations.
Consequently, these three entities were nolonger eligible toreceive the contributions
and grants from the general budget of the European Union. The amendment also
refined the regulatory powers conferred upon the Authority and modified the
notion of National Contact Point(s), the entities/persons designated at national level
to exchange information in the context of the application of Regulation (EU, Euratom)
No 1141/2014.

3.3.  Amending Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2019/493

In March 2019, the European Parliament and the Council adopted Regulation (EU,
Euratom) 2019/493" which amended Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 as
regards a verification procedure related to infringements of rules on the protection
of personal data in the context of elections to the European Parliament.

The specific verification procedure which it introduced aims at enabling the
Authority to sanction European political parties and/or European political
foundations that deliberately influence, or attempt to influence, the outcome of
European elections by taking advantage of an infringement by a natural or legal
person of the applicable rules on the protection of personal data. This verification
procedure can only be triggered after a decision of the national supervisory
authority, and depends in practice additionally on the Authority being informed of
this decision. It is therefore essential that the communication between national
authorities and the Authority takes place smoothly and without any delay. The
Authority invested considerable effort in raising awareness among competent
authorities at European Union level and in the Member States throughout 2023.

3.4. Recast of Requlation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014

The Commission proposal of 25 November 2021 for a recast of Regulation (EU,
Euratom) No 1141/2014 is currently still under negotiation and the Authority
continued to provide technical advice to both co-legislators throughout 2023 upon
their respective requests'®,

14 OJL1141,4.52018, p. 1-6.
15 OJL85I, 27.3.2019, p.7-10.

16 See the Furopean Cormmission Proposal for a Regulation on the statute and funding of European political
parties and European political foundations (recast) of 25 Novernber 2021 (COM(2021) 734 inal, 2021 /0375 (COD)).
On 15 Septernber 2022 the European Parliament in its Plenary session adopted its position at first reading. On 22
March 2022, Council in its General Affairs formation {GAC) reached a political agreement (a partial general approach)
on the proposal. The Council revised its mandate on 17 March 2023,
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4. STANDARD OPERATIONS AT THE AUTHORITY

4.1.  Reqistration/ Verification

4.1.1. CondItlons

There are several conditionsfor a European political party to be registered, inter alia:

« AEuropean political party must at all times be composad of mem ber parties in at
least aquarter of Member States, These parties must be represented by an elected
mandate-holder at either European, national or regional lewvel,

+ A European political party must haveits seat in a Mem ber State and this must be
indicated in its statutes. The statutes must follow all the provisions set out by
Regulation (EU, Euratom) Mo 1141/2014. The Member State of the seat can impose
additional requirements for the statutes which have to be consistent with the
Regqulation (EU, Euratom) Mo 1141/2014,

+ A European political party must observethevalues onwhich the Unionis founded,
comply with the rule of law and respect for human rights and they cannot seek
profits in their fundioning.

There are several conditions for a European political foundation to be registerad,
inter alig:

+ A European political foundation must be affliated with European political party
already registered with the Authority and comply with the governance provisions
set out by Regulation (EU, Euratom) Mo 11471,/2014,

+ AEuropean political foundation must have its seat ina Member State and this must
be indicated in its statutes. The statutes must follow all the provisions set out by
Requlation (EU, Euratom) Mo 11412014, The Member State of the seat can impose
additional reguirements for the statutes which have to be consistent with the
Regulation (EU, Euratom) Mo 1141/2074,

+ A European political foundation must observe the wvalues on which the Union is
founded, complywith theruleof law and resped: for human rights and they cannot
seck profits inthelr functioning.

4.1.2. Reglstration/VYerlficatlons carrled out by the Authorlty In2023

The Authority consistently verifies whether European political parties and foundations
continueto adheraetotheregistration conditions. Throughout 2023, these verifications
occurred invarious instances:

+ As part of the regular verification cvde concerning the strudure and governance
of European political parties and foundations;

- Following relevant elactions in Member States;
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+ In response to changing administrative setups within specific European political
parties and foundations;

- In the context of funding applications submitted to the European Parliament for
the 2024 budgetary year, with a particular focus on verifying the number of
Members of the European Parliament to be counted to each European political
party as at 30 September 2023.

To enhance procedural efficiency and minimise red tape, new templates were
created, as well as other documents useful for future registrations.

The Authority issued several preventive compliance recommendations to address
compliance risks before they materialise, especially pertaining to requirements
concerning governance provisions and internal structures outlined in Regulation
(EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014, especially regarding structural aspects and governance
provisions.

More specifically, the Authority provided preliminary input on possible statutory
amendments envisaged by European political parties and European political
foundations. Following the Authority’s advice, seven entities have introduced
amendments in their statutes and internal regulations with the objective of mitigating
compliance risks, in particular to prevent potential threats of foreign interference.

STRUCTURAL ASPECT CORRESPONDING ACTION POINTS
While European political parties and European political
foundations may enter into structured relations with persons
and entities outside the EU, certain distinctions are to be
drawn between the latter and the EU citizens or entities in
Mitigating risk of non-EU accordance with Article 10(4) of the Treaty on European Union
interference in the activities s Well as Articles 2(1), 2(4), 3(1)(b) and 3(2)(e) of Regulation
and management of the (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014.

European political parties The Authority systematically monitors that safeguards were

?”d E“rc_’Pea n political implemented to ensure, in day-to-day management and

foundations. governing structures of the European political parties and
European political foundations, that persons who hold no EU
citizenship or non-EU entities could not, individually or
collectively, impose a course of action against, or block, EU
citizens or members in the corresponding structures.

The Authority has in five cases given the European political parties and European
political foundations the opportunity for corrective measures regarding matters
subject to verification, as required by the Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014.
These were cases relating to reporting requirements, replies to requests for
information by the Authority and provision of documents. Early scrutiny indicates
that the relevant corrective measures were implemented by the European political
parties and foundations concerned in all but one of these cases. The Authority
continues to monitor that corrective measures with long-term effect will ensure
sustained compliance in the areas concerned. The Authority adopted one sanction
decision in the course of 2023 that is currently subject to Court proceedings.
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In order to ensure compliance with Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014, the
Authority also continued publishing extensive guidance on its website referring to
the most commonly identified risk areas and potentially problematic structures in
the governance of European political parties and European political foundations. It
also communicated its findings and guidance of general interest to all European
political parties and European political foundations.

Throughout the year, the Authority identified various risk factors and outlined
corresponding action points. Ongoing monitoring by the Authority ensures that
these measures are consistently observed in practice.

EXAMPLES OF RISK FACTORS CORRESPONDING ACTION POINTS

While European political parties and their
foundation are formally be
see Article 2(4) of the Regula
hence may cooperate, their decision-making
5 annot be merged. More
particularly, the respective day-to-day
managements, governing structures and
financial accounts of European political parties
and their affiliated European political foundation
Governance interaction between must remain separate (Article 3(3) of the
Eurcpean political parties and their Regulation). Consequently, they:

affiliated foundation. . )
- shall ensure effective ation, where

necessary by avoidance of double office
nd/or, depending on the individual
y ascertaining in a legally reliable form
that double office holder(s) cannot impose on
behalf of the party or foundation a course of
action on the respective other entity;

+ additionally take appropriate statutory
measures to clarify the separation.

Notification by European political party

of incomplete list of member parties,

not demonstrating that:

While European political parties are required to

demonstrate having member parties fulfilling

the representativeness criterion in only ¥4 of

Member States (currently seven), they are

strongly encouraged, if possible, to notify more

member parties fulfilling the criterion to aveid
compliance issues if one of the notified

- member parties are represented by,
in at least one quarter of the Member
States, members of the European
Parliament, of national parliaments,
of regional parliaments or of regional
assemblies, or

+ member parties have received, in at
least one quarter of the Member its political representativeness.
States, a minimum electoral result of
3% in each of those Memb
the latest European elections.

The Authority did not register any new applicant for registration, no de-registration
occurred and no registration request is pending. Consequently, at the end of 2023,
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10 European political parties and 10 affiliated European political foundations
continued to be registered with the Authority. The currently registered European
political parties are listed in Appendix 1, along with their full member parties and
respective affiliated European political foundations.

4.1.3. Unlon values

The aAuthority’s responsibilities encompass ensuring compliance with the
fundamental values underpinning the Union, as outlined in Article 2 of theTreatyon
European Union. A specific process is outlined for evaluating the adherence of
European political parties and foundations to the set of wvalues delineated in
Regulation (EU, Euratom) Mo 114172014, In the event that any registered entity is
detarmined, following the procedure outlined in the Requlation and at the request
of theEuropean Parliament, the Coundl, orthe Commission, to beinclear and severa
violation of the obligation to uphold Union wvalues, the Authority would have to
make the dedision to de-register the concerned entity,

This process also includes seeking an advisory opinion from the Committee of
Independent Eminent Parsons (the *Comm ittes™ as established by Regulation (EL,
Euratom) Mo 1141/2014, The Committes is invalved in an advisory rale in certain
vatification procedures that may lead to the imposition of sandions on Eurapean
political parties and European political foundations, For the current legislative term,
the European Farliament, the Council and meanwhile also the Commission have
each designated two members to serve on the Committes Defails of the current

Committee members can be found at the following link: https:/fwwwappf.europa,

elfappfienfother-information/com mittees-appf,

The Authority has taken the initiative to waork closely with the European Parliament
whichacts asthesecretariat of the Committee, in order to ensure smooth notification
workflows in case of a nead for the Authority to obtain an opinion from the
Committesin a concreta case,

4.2.  Compliance controls
4.2.1. Background

The suthority controls compliance by European political parties and European political
foundafions with their obligations under Regulation (EU, Euratom) Mo 1141/2014 in
cooperation with the Authorising Cfficer of the European Farliament and the
competent Member States authaorities. In linewithits mandate the Authority controls
compliance ofthe donations and contributions accepted by European palitical parties
and European political foundations as well as the use of funding, irrespecive of
whether it originates from own resources or the Union budget, and taking into
consideration the prohibitions laid down in Begulation (EU, Euratom) Mo 11412074,

The controls are conducted independenthy and within the limits of the Authoritys
mandate: the Authority conducts its checks of demaocratic integrity pursuant to
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Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 even if Union funding is not involved.
The Authorising Officer of the European Parliament controls compliance by
European political parties and European political foundations with the
obligations relating to Union funding in accordance with the Financial
Regulation'’. For matters not regulated by Regulation (EU, Euratom) No
1141/2014, the Member State of the European political parties’and foundations’
seat, and of the place of their activities, respectively, remains competent to
apply national law.

The following table summarises some key substantive rules of Regulation (EU, Euratom)
No 1141/2014, for which the Authority is competent to check compliance:

DONATIONS AND CONTRIBUTIONS
Principle Non-compliant

+ donations exceeding EUR 18 000 per year

and per donor

+ anonymous donations or contributions
European political parties and European
political foundations may accept donations
from natural or legal persons of up to a value
of EUR 18 000 per year « donations from any public authority from
and per donor. a Member State or a third country

- donations from the budgets of political
groups in the European Parliament

+ donations from any private entities or
individuals (not having the right to votein the
European elections) based in a third country

ACTIVITIES
EUROPEAN POLITICAL PARTIES
Principle Non-compliant

The funding of European political parties
The funding of European political parties from the general budget of the European
from the general budget of the European Union or from any other source cannot be
Union or from any other source may be used ~ used for the following:
to finance campaigns conducted by the
European political parties in the context of
elections to the European Parliamentin
which they or their members participate.

+ direct or indirect funding of other political
parties, and in particular national parties or
candidates

+ referendum campaigns

ACTIVITIES
EUROPEAN POLITICAL FOUNDATIONS

Principle

The funding of European political
foundations from the general budget of the
European Union shall be used for financing
their tasks as listed in point (4) of Article 2 of
Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 and
to meet expenditure directly linked to the
objectives set out in their statutes.

Non-compliant

The funding of European political
foundations from the general budget of the
European Union or from any other source
cannot be used for the following:

+ direct or indirect funding of elections,
political parties, or candidates or other
foundations

- referendum campaigns

17 Regulation (EU, Euratom) 2018/1046 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18
July 2018 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union, OF L 193, 30.7.2018,

pA-222.
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4.2.2, Implementation in 2023

During 2023, the Authority’s compliance controls team carried out compliance
controls taking into account in particular the annual submissions of European
political parties’ and European political foundations’ financial documentation
concerning the year 2022. In addition to this regular annual process, the
Authority also carried out ad hoc compliance controls, such as in cases of
advance notifications of donations exceeding EUR 12 000 or when the Authority
became aware of other potential instances of non-compliance with Regulation
(EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014.

In addition to the strong relations with the European Parliament, which were
further enhanced, relations with existing contact points in the Member States'®
have proven to be of great practical use in this context. To ensure the lasting
fluidity of this cooperation, in 2023 the Authority organised a first annual
conference of the Authority and the national contact points, in the presence
also of the services of the European Parliament, to deepen mutual understanding
and exchange best practices. To increase efficiency and the effectiveness of its
controls, the Authority has further optimised its internal work process based on
the outcome of the previous year.

The aim of the Authority’s compliance control activities is to prevent and, where
necessary, sanction infringements of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014.
Thus the Authority sent several preventive compliance recommendation letters
to European political parties and European political foundations, enabling them
to better assess their internal processes in the area of donations, contributions
and the activities they plan to organise. Upon individual requests to the
Authority, European political parties and European political foundations were
provided with individualised guidance as well.

Where the Authority identified horizontal compliance risks, corresponding
action points were communicated to the European political parties and
foundations.

In order to ensure compliance with Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014, the
Authority also published extensive guidance on its website referring to the
most commonly identified risk areas. The guidance is updated on a regular basis
to incorporate the Authority’s most recent experience.

18  See the list in Appendix 3. To this day, and despite multiple outreach atternpts on the Authority's initiative,
Hungary is the only Member State which has not notified a national contact point to the Authority in accordance
with Article 2{10) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014. The Authority has informed the European Commission
hereof,
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EXAMPLES OF RISK FACTORS CORRESPONDING ACTION POINTS
“Know your donor” principle: European political parties and
foundations may accept donations within the limits of Article 20
of the Regulation. A deadline of 30 days is provided by the
Regulation for returning incoming payments that are not
compliant with the prohikitions of the text. This means that
European political parties and foundations need to develop an
understanding of their donor entities in good time, in particular
the effective donor (which is not necessarily identical
to the paying entity), country of origin (which is not necessarily
identical to that of the bank account) and potential public
control over the donor entity.
“Payer in the driver seat” principle: While European political
parties and foundations may co-organise activities with partner
organisations, they cannot provide funding directly or indirectly
to the entities referred toin Article f egulation, most
notably their own member parties or organisations, or
Unclear funding candidates.
modalities for a joint y :
activity European political parties and foundations therefore have to
ensure by their project financing structure that their co-
financing share for an activity together with a local partner
organisation covered by Article 22 of the Regulation remains
proportionate to their visibility and content influence in
relation to the concrete activity.

Uncertainties about
donor entities

In cases of potential infringements, before the Authority imposes a sanction, Regulation
(EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 requires that an opportunity to take corrective measures
he given',

Corrective measures typically comprise a financial and a structural element. Indeed,
corrective measures are not designed as a mere opportunity for late implementation of
an obligation which would have had to be complied with before. Therefore, the
Authority considers sufficient a corrective measure only if it is not limited to belated
compliance with a pre-existing requirement (e.g. by payment of an amount that would
have had to be disbursed or reimbursed at an earlier date), but additionally also contains
structural measures that prevent future re-occurrence (this can be pedagogical
measures internal to the staff, but also rescinding or re-designing of contracts,
communication to member parties, contractors, etc.).

In 2023, the Authority gave European political parties and European political
foundations a right to be heard as well as the opportunity to take corrective measures
in accordance with Articles 29 and 34 of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014in 10
cases relating to financial compliance controls. These concerned, in particular, the late
submission of documentation mandatory under Regulation (EU, Euratom) No
1141/2014, incomplete reporting to the Authority, acceptance of donations prohibited
under Article 20 of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014, and breaches of Article
22(1) or 22(2) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 in the context of joint activities.
Early scrutiny indicates that the immediately relevant corrective measures were
implemented by the European political parties and foundations concerned in all these

19 Article 29 of Regulation (EU, Furatom) No 1141/2014.
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3
Transparendcy

cases, The Authority continues to monitor that corrective measures with long-term
effect will ensure sustained compliance in the areas concernead.

In addition, the authority intends to optimiseits compliance controls procasses by data
analytics. Hence, it commissioned support services for the integration of an IT tool in
accordance with the mandate of the Authority under Bequlation (EU, Euratom) No
114172014 andtoidentifytherelevart risk markers acrossthe European paolitical parties’
and foundationstransactions, Its main objedivewill be to streamline and render more
effective the compliance contrals process concerning Eurapean political parties and
European political foundations by the Authority, while cortinuing to ensure human
control as well as compliance with the personal data protection rules throughout the
process,

43.  Transparency services
4.3.1. Webslte

One key task of the Autharity is transparency, by supplying public information about
European political parties and European political foundations such as the dedsions to
register them, the names and statutes of all registered European political parfies and
European political foundations, along with the documents submitted as part of their
applicationsforregistration and detailedinformation about donationsand contributions
received by European political parties and European political foundations,

In 2023, the Authority updated its transparen oy methodology in order to beableto
fulfil its transparency obligations in an efficient and structured manner,

Based on case-law and the Authoritys administrative experience acquired ower time,
the Autharity hasalso continuously extended its offer of publidy accessible guidance
onits welbsite,

Tables of donations and contributions containing data for finandial year 2022 were
published on the Authority’s website alsoin open data format. The Auth ority further
maximised transparency by providing partial information on donations even if
checks were still ongoing on some data categoeries, indicating so in a note to the
publication where applicable.

As ragards its website,the Authorityis also continuing to take partin a website accessibility
benchmarking exercise, by reference to intermationally recognised standards.

The Authority further significantly expanded and accelerated its transparency
services on the website, including in implementation of the spedfic pre-electoral
donations reporting requirement which began to apply on & December 2023 and
requires the European political parties and foundations to report donations as and
when they are received, on a weekly basis. The Authority transposes these
notifications into a publication on its website as swifthy as possible, usually within
one weaek of having received them.
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4.3.2, Social media

The Authority’s social media account continued to serve as a means to further increase
the visibility of European political parties and European political foundations and to
raise awareness of the citizens.

Inter alia, the social media account is the channel through which the Authority raises
additional awareness on its own activities, news on the availability of updated
information on its website, information about the ongoing legislative procedure, and
other information that add value for the citizens in relation to European democracy.
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5. PREPARING FOR THE 2024 EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT ELECTIONS

Freparing for the 2024 European Parliament elections involves a combination
of organisational, informational, and strategic efforts both at European and
national level. In 2023, the Authority, in addition to its regular tasks, has putits
focus on contributing to best prepare all relevant stakeholders concerned
within its mandate for the upcoming European elections.

More specifically, the followinginitiatives have been launched by the Authority
in various areas of importance in the electoral context as part of the general
common effort to help the European Union to get ready for the European
elections 2024,

5.1.  European (ampaign Action Plan

A spedial emphasis in 2023 in providing guidance to European political parties was
put on preventive compliance aspects with regards to the upcoming European
glactions: in particular, the Authority designed the European Campaign Adion Plan

Tool (E-CAR - a results-oriented, preventive compliance management quidance
addressed to European political parties in order fo facilitate the compliance of their
campagns for the European elections with Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141,/2014,
E-CAP was welcomed by the European Parliament in its resolution of 12 December
2023 on the European Elections 202427, The horizontal lether sent to all European

political parties in this resped was published on the Authority s website including the
E-CAP tem plate®,

Article 21 of the Regulation applies anly to European political parties and not to
European political foundations.

The prohibition of directly or indirectly funding other political parties or
candidates according to Article 22 of the Regulation remains applicable
alongside Article 21 of the Regulation®2,

At the same time, Article 21 of the Regulation encourages European political
partlies to conduct thelr own European electlons campalgns, which must
remaln In line with Unlon values, and which are complem entary to but distinct
from the campalgns of thelr member parties.

a0 https e 2ppfaurope audappffenfguidancefeu ropean-campaign-action-plan
21 2023201600, Pa_TA2023H0455, point 2,
22 Awzilbleat https Sae appfeuropz aufppifen/guidancefaumpeancarmpaign-action-plan

The Autharity recalls the criteri for 35s2ssing complianeewith Article 22 st aut hana:
https.-‘fwwwapp aum e aufppfenguidance/prohibition-direct-indirect-funding.
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This also applies if the lead candidate of a European political party is at the
same time candidate in the elections to the European Parliament in a given EU
Member State. Itfollows that European political parties are entitled to contribute
financially to campaigns in the context of the elections to the European
Parliament, including if a European political party’s lead candidate is
simultaneously on an electoral list of a Member State, provided they comply
with Article 22(1) of the Regulation as further specified above.

In light thereof, the Authority recalls the five guiding principles for the
campaigns of European political parties in the context of European elections (as
developed together with the Directorate-General for Finance of the European
Parliamentin 2018):

+ Scope - transnational (i.e. include several Member States),
+ Content - predominant focus on European topics,

+ Ownership - responsibility of the European political party,
+ Authorship - visibility of the European political party and

- Compatibility with national law.

In addition, the Authority published guidance with respect to various specific
aspects of European election campaigns of European political parties, such as risk
mitigating factors, specific tools or collaborative campaigning.

5.2.  (itizens outreach

The Authority continuously seeks to upgrade information available to the citizens
within its remit, particularly in advance of the European elections period. In preparation
for the 2024 European elections year, the Authority explored opportunities to further
contribute to making European political parties more visible to Union citizens
according to their role pursuant to Article 10(4) of the Treaty on European Union, that
states that “political parties at European level contribute to forming European political
awareness and to expressing the will of citizens of the Union"*. Without prejudice to
electoral rules of the Member States and the fact that candidates are presented in
relation to national political parties, Union law provides that European political parties
may engage in their own campaigns in the context of elections to the European
Parliament (Article 21 of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014).

5.2.1. Outreach to voters

In this context, the Authority commissioned an additional feature from a EU-wide
platform of vote matching applications, creating a visible and substantive link

24 Consolidated version of the Treaty on European Union, 26.12.2012, 01 C326/13.
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between the 2024 European elections in the Member States concerned and the
European political parties.

The main objective of this additional feature is to enhance visibility of European
political parties and understanding of their role in light of:

i. Article 10(4) of the Treaty on European Union which states that they
“contribute to forming European political awareness and to expressing the will of
citizens of the Union".

ii. Article 21 of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 that allows for the
funding from the general budget of the European Union of campaigns by the
European political parties in the context of elections to the European Parliament
in which they or their members participate.

iii. Article 18 paragraph 2a of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014 that
identifies inter alia the logo of the European political party on the EU member
party’s website in a clearly visible and user-friendly manner as one prerequisite
for Union funding of the respective European political party.

5.2.2. Outreach to young citizens including first-time voters

In the area of citizenship education, the Authority held a EU competition for school
classes in the European Union of age 16+ with the following topic: Democracy as part
of the EU's DNA: How does EU democracy relate to citizens' daily lives? What can we do
to make EU democracy as lively and the voices of citizens as relevant as possible?

The submissions from schools of many Member States attest to the continuing
interest and motivation of the young generation for European affairs. They were
assessed and praised - even beyond the winning class - by an independent jury
composed of highly qualified and experiences members from European Parliament,
European Commission and academia. The pupils of 1° Bachillerato CC Sociales from
IES SEVERO OCHOA (Spain) won the Authority’s school competition and the award
ceremony took place in Strasbourg in March 2024.

5.2.3 Outreach to practitioners and academics
The Authority commissioned two studies that are published on its website®.

The first study on Provisions of national law affecting European political parties and
European political foundations aims at providing a reliable basis for understanding
whether, where and how (in addition to the uniform rules of Regulation (EU, Euratom)
No 1141/2014 and the EU Financial Regulation, a European political party or
foundation encounters differing legal constraints across the Union when seeking to
generate contributions from their members or donations, or when organising
activities (including joint activities with national or local partners) in the Member
States.

25 https/fwww.appleuropa.cufapplf/en/other-information/studies
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The second study on Foreign Electoral Interference Affecting EU Democratic
Processes aims at identifying and providing a comprehensive picture of the toolbox
used by malign non-EU actors to influence and interfere with democratic processes
inside the European Union, with afocus on the European electoral context (including
the run-up and aftermath of the actual 2024 European elections).

5.3.  (ountering electoral interference

Pursuant to Article 10a of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014, preventing
threats of foreign interference in the European Union democracy is a key task of the
Authority in the run-up to the 2024 European Parliament elections, in close
cooperation with national competent authorities as required by legislation.

5.3.1. Team democratic integrity

To ensure effectiveness of this procedure, the Authority has been proactively
reaching out and raising awareness among a network of bodies and institutions
relevant to the common defence of European democracy. In particular, the Authority
worked with the European Parliament, which provides the secretariat of the
Committee of Independent Eminent Persons, to maximise procedural efficiency.

Cooperation on the operational aspects was also strengthened with several other
EU stakeholders, including the European External Action Service and the European
Data Protection Board. Additionally, the Authority has strengthened its cooperation
with Europol by signing a Memorandum of Understanding on strategic information
exchange concerning cyber-enabled unlawful interference in EU democracy. This
memorandum paves the way for Europol and the Authority to benefit from each
other’s networks in democratic processes falling under their respective mandates. In
particular, the cooperation covers unlawful use of personal data, such as data theft,
data leaks or deep-fakes, that are a serious challenge for European democracy if
used in an electoral context.

5.3.2. Table top exercise

In order to further boost operational preparedness for the European elections 2024,
the Authority organised a table-top exercise with the support and participation of
the European Centre of Excellence for Countering Hybrid Threats for the Article 10a
interlocutors of the Member States and other relevant experts and stakeholders at
European level (the latter participating as observers to the exercise).

The exercise was organised in two parts: the first part to discuss the European
elections context and the applicable procedural frameworks and the second part
focusing on practical approaches to concrete potential threat scenarios. The event
will be followed by further contacts and meetings with the Member State
interlocutors building on the previous experiences.
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54. Support activities

The Authority also contributed to the efforts of other stakeholders in the run-up to
the European elections. Colleagues actively participated in Parliament's
Disinformation Taskforce and supported the competent Committee Secretariats.
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6. INTERNAL ADMINISTRATION

6.1. Human resources

As at 31 December 2023, ten staff members were working at the Authority in addition
to the Director, after selection procedures had been carried out within the limits of
the current allocation of resources.

In 2023, the Authority continued to face constrained human resources. Except for
team leaders, colleagues had to be assigned to two teams simultaneously, to carry
out for instance both registration/verification and compliance control tasks. This
creates multiple human, managerial and procedural challenges since the
corresponding work cycles are partially overlapping, and itis exacerbated whenever
off-cycle investigations or procedures occur.

The issue had become even more pressing in the run-up to the 2024 European
Parliament elections, due to the specific commitments falling on the Authority
directly from Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014, such as the examination of
donations that European political parties and foundations have to report on a
weekly basis to the Authority according to Article 20(3) of Regulation (EU, Euratom)
No 1141/2014, and the resulting follow-up actions.

The Authority is therefore much encouraged by the additional appropriations
relating to contract staff earmarked in the European Parliament’s staff-related
budget lines as from 2024, and is finalising corresponding selection and recruitment
procedures at the time of writing.

A possible extension of the Authority’s mandate (see above, point 3.4) would require
additional work streams on verifications, transparency and preventing threats of
foreign interference and would impact the Authority’s staff needs in that case.

6.2. Budget

The European Parliament plays a key role in the Authority’s setup in practice, by
providing standard administrative support facilities other than human resources, in
accordance with Article 6(4) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014. This
administrative support materialises in areas as diverse as premises, training services,
postage, duty travel, documentation or translation. Where necessary, administrative
support facilities have been further specified in agreements between the Authority
and competent services of the European Parliament’s administration, as foreseen in
Article 6(6) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014. As part of this process, in
addition to earlier agreements on offices, staff management and training, the
Authority concluded in 2022 an agreement with the Internal Audit Service of the
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European Parliament and finalised talks on an agreement concerning IT services (the
latter agreement was signed into force in January 2023).

Beyond administrative support services supplied by the European Parliament,
Article 6(7) of Regulation (EU, Euratom)No 1141/2014 sets out that the appropriations
for the expenditure of the Authority are provided under a separate Title in the
Section for the European Parliament in the general budget of the European Union.
Appendix 4 provides a detailed overview of the consumption of the Authority under
the Authority’s dedicated budget item 500 from 2023.

The Authority also pre-committed from the 2023 budget for payment in 2024 EUR
87 290,85 for meeting activities with the Member States’ contact points, EUR 15 000
forinformation to the public on European political parties, EUR 6 800 for a compliance
controls IT tool, EUR 52 111,20 for a EU democracy school competition, EUR 87 270
for a Table Top Exercise on the protection of electoral integrity, EUR 110,72 for
catering services at the signature event for a Memorandum of Understanding with
Europol, EUR 3 342,12 for office works and EUR 817,08 for other administrative
expenses.

Further information on the resources is set out in the Authority’s draft budgetary
plan for 2025 as published on the Authority’s website™.

26 https:/fwww.appfeuropa.eu/cmsdata/27 9686/ 2023% 201 29%2021%20APPF%20draft?20budget®h 20
plan_2025 pdf
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27

7. DECLARATION OF THE DIRECTOR

I, Pascal Schonard, declare having reasonable assurance that:
a. the information contained in this Report presents a true and fair view;

b. the resources assigned to the activities described in this Report have been

used for their intended purpose and in accordance with the principle of sound
financial management; and

c. the control procedures put in place give the necessary guarantees
concerning the legality and regularity of the underlying transactions.
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8. CONCLUSION AND OUTLOOK

The Authority contributes to the European Union's common efforts to prepare for
fair and free European elections 2024, It will keep up its contribution to ensuring the
networked protection of the 2024 European elections from interference but also
stand ready for advice to the competent stakeholders for technical advice whenever
necessary.

For the post-election period, the Authority will capitalise on the experiences of the
preceding European elections, fostering a robust framework for European political
entities and advancing the Union’s commitment to democratic principles.

In addition, in the post-electoral period, one focus of the Authority will be the
scrutiny of electoral finances and practices, based on the guidance provided in the
Authority’s European Campaign Action Plan ("E-CAP"). The compliance controls by
the Authority are based mainly on financial statements to be submitted by the
European political parties and foundations by the end of June of the year following
the year of reference, in accordance with Article 23 of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No
1141/2014. Consequently, looking ahead already further to the year 2025, a
particularly work-intense one, a focus for the Authority will be compliance controls
relating to 2024, the year of the European elections. The Authority will stand ready
to prepare and implement its efforts to enhance the effectiveness of its compliance
controls as set out above.
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9. APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1:

APPENDIX 2:

APPENDIX 3:

APPENDIX 4:

List of member parties

List of non-EU political formations related to EU political parties

List of National Contact Points

Budget implementation
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APPENDIX 1: LISTOF MEMBER PARTIES

Flease note that the list of full member parties contained herein is indicative of the
current political reality of the European political parties across theEU and does not
purport to correspond to the member parties that may be claimed specifically as a
matter of the representation criterion of Article 3({1){k) of Begulation (EU, Euratom)
Mo 1141/2014, The more restricted number of member parties that are taken into
account by the Authority, after verification, specifically as regardsthe latter criterion
can be found on thewebsite www.appfeuropa.eu.

EPP - European People’s Party

European People's Party

Seat: Belgium

Affillated EU foundation
Wilfrled Martens Centre for European Studles (“WMCES")

Seat: Belgium
Die neueVolkspartel [OWF) Austria
Les Engagés Belgium
Christen-Dearnocratisch en Ylaams Belgium
Demuoleratiza silna Balgarija Bulgaria
Dwizhenie"Bulgariya na grazhdanite” Bulgaria
GERB Bulgaria
Sayuz na demokratichnite sili Bulgaria
Hrvatska dernckratska zajed nica Croatia
Croatian Demodhristian Party Croatia
Dirncleratileds Sinagerméds Cwprus
TOF 09 Czedia
Kfestanskd a dernckratickd unie — Ceskoslovenskd strana lidowd Czadia
Det Konserwative Folkeparti Denmark
KristanDemokratarne Denmark
FroPatra - Isamaa Estonia
Suornen Kristillisdem olraatit Finland
Kansallinen Kokoomnus Finland
Les Républicains France
Christlich Dermokratische Union Deutschlands Germany
30
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Full member parties of the European political party Member State

Christlich-Soziale Union in Bayern Germany
Nea Demokratia Greece
Kereszténydemokrata Néppért Hungary
Fine Gael Ireland
Partito Autonomista Trentino Tirclese Italy
Alternativa Popolare Italy
Unione di Centro Italy
Forza ltalia Italy
Popolari per I'ltalia Italy
Sudtiroler Volkspartei Italy
Vienotiba Latvia
Tevynés sajunga - Lietuvos kriki¢ionys demokratai Lithuania
Chréschtlech Sozial Vollekspartei Luxembourg
Partit Nazzjonalista . Malta
Christen-Democratisch Appél Netherlands
Palskie Stronnictwe Ludowe Poland
Platforma Obywatelska Poland
Centro Democrético e Social - Partido Popular Portugal
Partido Social Demdcrata Portugal
Roméniai Magyar Demokrata Szdvetség / Uniunea Democrata Maghiara din Romania Romania
Partidul National Liberal Romania
Partidul Miscarea Populara Romania
SPOLU - obtianska demokracia Slovakia
Szbvetség - Aliancia Slovakia
Krestanskodemokratické hnutie Slovakia
OBYCAJNI LUDIA a nezavislé osobnosti Slovakia
Slovenska Ljudska Stranka Slovenia
Nova Slovenija kri¢anski demokrati Slovenia
Slovenska demokratska stranka Slovenia
Partido Popular Spain
Kristdemokraterna Sweden
31
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PES - Party of European Sodialists

Party of European Soclallsts

PES

SOCIALISTE & Seat: Belgium

DEMOCRATS

Affillated EU foundation
@% Foundatlon for European Progresslve Studles (“FEPS")
|
Seat: Belgium
Sozialdernokratische Partei O sterreichs Austria
Parti Socialiste Belgium
Yooruit (formerly Sodalistische Parti) Anders) Balgium
Bulgarska Sotsialisticheska Partiva Bulgaria
Socijaldernalratska Partija Hrvatske Croatia
Kinirna Sosialdimokraton - EDEK Cwprus
Jodialni demokrade - SOCDEM Czedhia
Socialdernolkratiet Denrnark
Jotsiaaldermaokraatlil Erakond Estonia
Suomen Sosialidernokraattinen Puclue Finland
Parti Socialiste France
Sozialdernckratische Partei Deutschlands Germary
Fanellinio Sosialistike Kinima Greece
Demckratikus Kealicid Hungary
Magyar Szocialista Part Hungary
The Labour Party Ireland
Partito Socialista ltaliana Italy
Partito Dermoaatico Italy
Socidldemokratiska Partija "Saskana" Latvia
Lietuvos socialdernokraty partija Lithuania
Lézebuerger Sceialistesch Aarbechterpartel Luxembaourg
Partit Laburista Malta
Partij van de Arbeid Metherlands
Mo a Lewica Foland
Partide Socialista Portugal
Fartidul Social Dernoaat Romania
SMER-<oddlna demokracia Slowakia
Socialni Demokrati Slovenia
Partido Socialista Obrero Espafiol Spain
Sweriges Socialdemokratiska Arbetareparti Sweden
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ALDE- Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe Party

Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe Party

e s

Affiliated EU foundation
European Liberal Forum (“ELF")

Seat: Belgium

Full member parties of the European political party Member State
NEQS Austria
Mouvement Réformateur Belgium
Open Vlaamse Liberalen en Democraten Belgium
Dvizhenie za prava i svobodi Bulgaria
Centar Croatia
Istarski demokratski sabor Croatia
FOKUS Croatia
Dimokratiki Parataxi Cyprus
ANO Czechia
Det Radikale Venstre Denmark
Venstre Danmarks Liberale Parti Denmark
Eesti Keskerakond Estonia
Eesti Reformierakond Estonia
Suomen Keskusta Finland
Svenska Folkpartiet Finland
Parti radical France
Union des Démocrates et Indépendants France
Freie Demokratische Partei Germany
Momentum Mozgalom Hungary
Liberdlisok-Magyar Liberdlis Part Hungary
Fianna Fail-An Pairti Poblachtanach Ireland
Azione Italy
Liberali Democratici Europei Italy
Pil Europa Italy
Radicali Italiani Italy
Kustiba Par! Latvia
Latvijas Attistibai Latvia
Lietuvos Respublikos liberaly sajadis Lithuania
Laisves Partija Lithuania
Demokratesch Partei / Parti Démocratique Luxembourg
Demaocraten 66 Netherlands
Volkspartij voor Vrijheid en Democratie Netherlands
Iniciativa Liberal Portugal
Uniunea Salvati Romania Romania
Progresivne Slovensko Slovakia
Ciudadanos-Partido de la Ciudadania Spain
Centerpartiet Sweden
33 Liberalerna Sweden
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EDP - European Democratic Party

European Democratic Party

* 4

st ———y Rl

*PEDDEP* Seat: Belgium

b gy — LN

*
Affillated EU foundation
’i e ELT.IEIEE:??L Instltute of European Democrats (*IED™)
Seat: Belgium
Birgerforurn Tirol-Liste Fritz Austria
Marodne stranke-Reformisti Croatia
SEMATOR 21 Czedhia
Mouvement Démoaate France
Fraie Wihler Germarny
Ensi Kentroon Greace
Uj Kezdet Hungary
[talia Viva [taly
Lltalia c'& Italy
S0plus Metherlands
Stronnictweo Demokratycne Poland
Juntospelo Povo Fortugal
DemckratiZna stranka upokojencew Slovenije Slowvenia
Coalicidn Canaria Spain
Compromiso por Galicia Spain
Euzke Alderdi leftzalea Spain
2]
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EGP - European Green Party

European Green Party

# Credhe™ Seat: Belgium

Affiliated EU foundation
Green European Foundation (“"GEF")

Seat: Luxembourg

Full member parties of the European political party Member State
Die Grinen Austria
Ecolo Belgium
Groen Belgium
Zeleno Dvizhenie Bulgaria
Movement of Ecologists-Citizens' Cooperation Cyprus
Zeleni Czechia
Socialistisk Folkeparti Denmark
Eestimaa Erakond Rohelised Estonia
Vihredt-De Gréna Finland
Europe Ecologie-Les Verts France
Blindnis 90/Die Griinen Germany
Oikologoi-Prasinoi Greece
Maagyarorszag Zold Partja Hungary
Comhaontas Glas Ireland
Europa Verde-Verdi [taly
Verdi-Griine-Vérc Italy
déi gréng Luxembourg
Alternattiva Demokratika Malta
GroenLinks Netherlands
Partia Zieloni Poland
Partido Ecologista-Os Verdes Portugal
Partidul Verde Romania
SMS Zeleni Evrope Slovenia
Verdes EQUC Spain
Esquerra Verda Spain
Miljdpartiet de gréna Sweden
35
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EFA - European Free Alliance

European Free Alllance

European
Free Seal: Belgium
Alliance

Affillated EU foundatlon
Coppleters Foundation
*Formerly Centre Maurits Coppieters)

Seat:Belgium
Enctna Lista Austria
MieLw-Vlaamse Alliantie Balgiurm
Orno llinden Pirin Bulgaria
Moravsleé zemské hnuti Czedhia
Schleswigsche Partei Denmark
Alands Framtid Finland
Union Démeoaatique Bretonne France
Fartit Qccitan (FOQ France
UnserLand France
Fernu a Corsica France
Partitu di a Mazione Corsa France
Unitat Catalana France
Mouvement Région Savoie France
Bayernpartei Gerrnany
Stdschleswigscher Wihlerverband Germary
Dostlulk Esitlikwe Baris Fartisi Greace
Siciliani Liberi Italy
Sud-Tiroler Fraiheit Italy
Comitato Libertd Toscana [taly
Pattoper I'Rutonormia Italy
Alliance walddtaine Italy
Union Valddtaine [taly
Fryske Masjonale Parti Metherlands
Erdalyi Magyar Mappart Rormania
Oljka Party Slowenia
Bloque Madeonalista Galeg o Spain
Esquerra Republicana de Catalunya Spain
Euske Allcartasuna Spain
Miés-Comprornis Spain
fiés per Menaorca Spain
Muewa Canarias Spain
Partit Socialista de Mallorca - Entesa Macionalista Spain
Andalucia Por S Spain
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Full member parties of the Europaan political party Niembar State

IDP/ID Party - 1dentité et Démoaatie Parti

Identité et Démocratle Partl
*Formerly Mowvement pour une Europe des Nations et des Libertés)

Seat: France

Affillated EU foundation
Assoclation pour I'ldentité et Démocratle Fondation (“IDF"/ID Foundation™)
*Formerly Fondation poar une Europe des Nations et des Liber tés)

Seat: France
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Fraihaitliche Partei Gsterraichs Austria
Vlaams Belang Belgium
Alternative fiir Deutsciland Gerrmany
Swoboda a pfimd dermokracie Czedhia
Eesti Konservativne Rahwaerakond Estonia
Rassemblement Mational France
Mea Dexia Greace
Lega Mord Italy
Lega per Salvini Prernier Italy
Partij woor deVrijheid Metherlands
Cheqga Fortugal
SME Rodina Slowakia
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European Left - Party of the Furopean Left

Party of the European Left

* EuropeanlEFT  s.qt gagium

i
Yame’
T

europe

Seat: Belgium

Affillated EU foundation
transform! Transform Europe (“TE")

Full member partles of the Europaan political party Mambear Stata

Komrnunistische Fartei Gsterreichs Austria
Communistes deWallonie-Bruxelles Belgium
Balgarskata lewitsa f Bulgarian Left Bulgaria
Radnicka fronta Croatia
Levice Czedia
Enhedslisten-De Red-Granne Denmark
Eestimaa Uhendatud Vasakpartei Estonia
Suornen Kemmunistinen Fualue Finland
Gauche Républicaine et Soagaliste France
Parti cornmuniste francais France
Die Linke Gerrmnany
Synaspismds Rizospastikis Aristerds-SYRIZA Greece
Mia gyarorszdgi Munkdspdrt 2006-Eurdpai Balold al Hungary
Partito della Rifondazione Cormunista Italy
DéiLénk Luxermnbourg
Bloco Esquerda Portugal
Fartidul Socialist Boman Romania
Lewvica Slowvenia
Partido Comunista de Espania Spain
Ezquerda Unida i Alternativa Spain
[zquierda Unida Spain
38
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ECRP/ECR Party - European Conservatives and Reformists Party

European Conservatives and Reformists Party

F ‘ *Formerly Alfiance of Conservatives and Reformists in Europe)
ECR Seat: Belgium
PARTY

Affillated EU foundation

R, New DIrectlon - The Foundation for European Reform
E\-;t ctio {"New Directlon’)
Seat: Belgium
Full mamber partles of the European political party Mlembar State
Bulgarsko MNatsionalne Dvizhenie Bulgaria
Croatian Sovereiqnist Party Hrwatski suwerenisti Croatia
Obéanskd demolratickd strana Czedhia
Wir Birger Germary
Fratelli d'ltalia Italy
Maciondld apvientba Misu Latwijail"= Tévzemei un Brivibai” Latvia
Alga Wyborza Polakdw na Litwie-Zwigzek Chrzesdjan skich Rodzin Lithuania
Alternativ Dernokratesch Reformparte Luxembaourg
Prawoi Sprawiedlimosc Foland
Atternativa Dreapta Rormania
Slobodaa Solidarita Slowvaldia
WO Spain
Swerigedernokraterna Swed en
39
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ECPM - European Christian Political Movement

European Christlan Polltlcal Movement

]
H e Em Seat: Metherlands

.= Affillated EU foundation

Sallux

sallux

Seat: Metherlands

Full mambear partiasof tha Europaan political party Yiambar Stata

Christliche Partei Osterraichs Austria
La wole du peuple France
Farrnilien partel Deutschlands Gerrmnany
Bindnis & Christen fir Deutschland Gerrmany
Comhaontas Dhinit an Duine Ireland
IDEA—Identits e azione Popoloe Libertd [taly
Suverena Vara Latvia
Lietuwos kriksgioniy demalcraty partija Lithuania
ABBA Party Malta
ChristenUnie Metherlands
Staatkundig Gereformeerde Parti Metherlands
Prawica Rze @ypospalite) Faland
Unia Polityki Realne| Faland
Partide Popular Meondrquico Fortugal
Partidul Mational Taranesc Crestin Demoaat Romania
Uniunea Dernocratica a Slevadilor si Cehilor din Rornania Remania
Krestanska tnia Slewakia
Contige Mas Spain
Valores Spain
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APENDIX 2: LIST OF NON-EU POLITICAL
FORMATIONS RELATEDTO EU POLITICAL PARTIES

Flease note that non-EU formations are not "mem ber parties"within the meaning of
Article 2 of Regulation (EU, Euratom) Mo 1141/2014. The Authority hereinafter
nonetheless presents the current political reality of these relations for transparency
purposes, tothe extent known on the basis of material availableto the Authority,

41

EPP

EPP - European People’s Party

European People’s Party

Seat: Belgium

COUNTRY POLITICAL ENTITY TYPE OF RELATION
Armenia Republican Party of Armenia - REP P Obsenvar emkber
Armenia Heritage Party Armenia - HER Observer Memkber
Bealarus United CivicParty of Belarus - UCP Obsenvar Mamber
Belarus Belarusian Christian Dernocracy - BCD Obsenar bermnber
Belarus The Mcwernent For Freedom - MFF Obsenver Memkber
Bosnia and Herzegovina HDZ 1990 Observer Memkber
Georgia United Mational Movernent- LIMM Obsenar Memkber
Georgia Eurapean Geargia - Movernent for Liberty Obsenar Mernber
Kosowo Dernocratic League of Kosoio - LOK Observer Mermber
Mcldowa Partidul Liberal Demaocrat Din Meldowa - PLDM Obsenvar Meamkber
Mcldowa Platforma Demnitate si Adevar / Platforma DA Obsenar Mermkber
My Kristelig Follceparti - KiF Obsenar Mernber
San Marino Partito Demeaatice Cristiano Sammatingse Obsenvar Meamkber
Ukraine Samopaomich Unien- Self-Reliance Obsenvar Memkber
Lebanon Lebanese Forces Party Partner

Labarnon The Kataeb Party — Lebanese Social Democratic Party (LSDP) Partrer

Morocos Istiglal Party Partner

Moo Raszemblernent Mational des Ind épen dants- RNI Partner

Albania Partia Demokratike e Shqipérisé - PDEH Associate Mermber

Bosnia and Herzegowina

Croatian DemeocraticUnion of Bosnia and Herzeg avina

Assaciate mermber
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COUNTRY

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Bosnia and Herzegovina

POLITICALENTITY

Partija Demokratskog Progresa
Stranka Demokratske Akcije

TYPE OF RELATION

Associate Member

Associate Member

Iceland Independence Party Associate Member
Moldova Party of Action and Sclidarity Associate Member
Montenegro Boinjacka stranka - BS Associate Member
Norway Hoyre - Conservative Party Associate Member

North Macedonia

Internal Macedonian Revelutionary Organisation / Democratic
Party for Macedonian National Unity - VMRO-DPMNE

Associate Member

GIP.INST
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Serbia Alliance of Hungarians in Vojvodina Associate Member
Serbia Serbian Progressive Party - SNS Associate Member
Switzerland Die Mitte / Le Centre / Alleanza del Centro / Allianza dal Center ~ Associate Member
Ukraine Batkivshcyna - Motherland Party Associate Member
Ukraine European Solidarity Associate Member
Ukraine Ukrainian Democratic Alliance for Reforms Associate Member
Switzerland Die Mitte / Le Centre / Alleanza del Centro / Allianza dal Center Associate Member
Ukraine Batkivshcyna - Motherland Party Associate Member
Ukraine European Solidarity Associate Member
Ukraine Ukrainian Democratic Alliance for Reforms Associate Member
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PES PES - Party of European Sodialists

EOCIALISTE &

DEMOCRATS

Party of European Soclallsts

Seat: Belgium

COUNTRY POLITICAL ENTITY TYPE OF RELATION
Morweay Dt Morske Arbeiderparti Full rights

United Kingdem Labour Party Full rights

United Kingdaom Sodal Demoaatic and Labour Party Full rights

Albania Partia Soagaliste e Shqipérisé Associate Mermber

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Sodjald emolratska Partija Bosne i Hercegaowine

Associate Mermber
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lceland Samfylkingin Associate Mermber
Moldowa Partidul demeocrat din Moldeva Associate Member
Montenagro Sedjald ermnokratska Partija Crne Gore Associate Mermber
Montenegro Dernolratska Partija Socijalista Crne Gore Associate Mermber
Morth Macedonia Sedjald emokratski Sojuz na Makedenija Associate Mermber
Serbia Dernckratska stranka Associgte Mermber
Switzerland Farti Socialiske Suisse Associate Mermber
Tirkive Curnhurivet Halk Partisi Associate Mermber
Tarkive Halldarin Dermneakratik Partis Associate Mermber
Andeorra Partit Sodaldemacrata Dbserver Memkber
Arrnenia Armenian Revolutionary Federation Obsenvar Mamkber
Bealarus BSDF Hrarmada Dbserver Member
Belarus BSDP Marodnaya Hramada Observer Mermber
Eqypt Egqyptian Social Democratic Party Obsenvar Mearmkber
lsrael Meretz Dbserver Mermkber
lsrael Awodah Obsenvar Meamkber
Kosowo Lewvizja Vetevendogje Observer Mermber
Moracao Sodalist Union of Popular Forces Observer Mermber
Falestine Fatah Dbsenver Mermkber
San Maringo Partito dei Sodalisti e dei Democratici Obsenver Memkber
Serbia Stranka slobode | pravde Observer Mermber
Tunisia Forum Dérmecratique pour le Travail et les Libertés Obsenvar Memkber
8795/24 OS/pg 43
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COUNTRY

ALDE- Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe Party

Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe Party

Seat: Belgium

POLITICALENTITY

TYPE OF RELATION
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Andorra Partit Liberal d'Andorra Full rights
Bosnia and Herzegovina Nasa Stranka Full rights
Georgia Lelo for Georgia Full rights
Georgia Strategy Aghmashenebeli Full rights
Iceland Vidreisn Full rights
Kosovo Aleanca Kosova E Re Full rights
Kosovo Partia Demokratike E Kosovés Full rights
Moldova Coalitia Pentru Unitate si Bunastare Full rights
Montenegro Liberalna Partija Crne Gore Full rights
North Macedonia Liberalno-Demokratska Partija Full rights
Norway Venstre Full rights
Russia YABLOKO Full rights
Serbia Pokret Slobodnih Gradana Full rights
Switzerland Freisinnig-Demokratische Partei der Schweiz Full rights
Switzerland Grinliberale Schweiz Full rights
Ukraine European Party of Ukraine Full rights
Ukraine GOLOS Full rights
Ukraine Sluga Narodu Full rights
United Kingdom Liberal Democrats Full rights
Andlorra Accié Per Andorra Affiliate member
Armenia Armenian National Congress Affiliate Member
Armenia Bright Armenia Affiliate Member
Azerbaijan Musavat Party Affiliate Member
Georgia Free Democrats Affiliate Member
Georgia Republican Party of Georgia Affiliate Member
Georgia Girchi-More Freedom Affiliate Member
Gibraltar Liberal Party of Gibraltar Affiliate Member
Moldova Partidul Liberal Affiliate Member
Russia Partiya Naradnoy Svobody Affiliate Member
Ukraine Civic Position Affiliate Member
Ukraine Syla Lyudey Affiliate Member
United Kingdom Alliance Party of Northern Ireland Affiliate Member
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i EDP - European Democratic Party

European Democratic Part
* EDP P y

Seat: Belgium

COUNTRY POLITICAL ENTITY TYPE OF RELATION
San Marino Repubblica Futura Observer Member
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EGP - European Green Party

European Green Party

Seat: Belgium

COUNTRY POLITICALEENTITY TYPE OF RELATION
Albania Partia e Gjelber”Te Gjelbrit” Full rights

Georgia Sak'art'velos mtsvanet’a partia Full rights

Moldova Particlul Verde Ecologist Full rights
Montenegro Gradanski Pokret URA Full rights

North Macedonia Demokratska Obnova na Makedonija / DOM Full rights

Norway Miljopartiet De Grenne Full rights
Switzerland Grline / Les Vert.e.s Full rights

Ukraine Partija Zelenykh Ukrainy / PZU Full rights

United Kingdom Green Party of England and Wales Full rights

United Kingdom Scottish Green Party Full rights
Azerbaijan Azarbaycan Yasillar Partiyasi Associate Member
Belarus Bielaruskaja Partyja "Zialonye" Associate Member
Russia 3enenan Poccwna / Green Russia Associate Member
Tarkiye Yesil Sol Parti Candidate Member
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European
Fres
Alliance

EFA - European Free Alliance

European Free Alllance

Seat: Belgium

COUNTRY POLITICAL ENTITY TYPE OF RELATION
Azerbaijan Dernacratic Party of Artsakh— DPA Full rights
Serbia Liga Sodgjaldernokrata Vopwodine — LSY Full rights
United Kingdom Mebwon Kernow — Mk, Full rights
United Kingdeom Plaid Cermru Full rights
United Kingdaorm Scottish Mational Parky— SMNP Full rights
United Kingdeom Yorlkshire Party - YP Full rights
47
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IDP/ID Party - 1dentité et Démoaatie Parti

Identité et Démocratle Partl

*Farmerly Mowvement pour ine Lurope des Nations et des Libertés)

Seat: France

COUNTRY POLITICAL ENTITY TYPE OF RELATION

IDP has not notified any relationsto non-EU formations,

45
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COUNTRY

ECRP/ECR Party - European Conservatives and Reformists Party

European Conservatives and Reformlsts Party

*formerfy Alfiance of Conservatives and Reformists in Europe)

Seat: Belgium

POLITICAL ENTITY

TYPE OF RELATION

Albania Republican Party of Albania Participation with cut
voting rights

Belarus Papular Front Party Participation with cut
voting rights

lsrael Likud movernent Participation with cut
voting rights

Morth Macedonia Internal Macedaonian Revolutionary Organisation Participation with cut
wating rights

Serbia Enough is Enough Participation with cut
voting rights

United Kingdom Ulster Unicnist Party Participation with cut
voting rights

United States of America Republican Party Participation with cut
wating right s
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Y& EuropeanLEFT

European Left - Party of the European Left

Party of the European Left

Seat: Belgium

COUNTRY POLITICALEENTITY TYPE OF RELATION
Belarus Belarusian Party of the Left“Fair World” Full rights

Moldova Communist Party of Moldova Full rights
Switzerland Labour Party of Switzerland Full rights

Tarkiye SOL Parti Full rights

United Kingdom Left Unity Full rights

Serbia Solidarnost Partner

United Kingdom Socialists for Independence, Scotland Partner

United Kingdom Democratic Left of Scotland Partner

50
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i ecpm

COUNTRY

ECPM - European hristian Political Movement

European Christlan Polltlcal Movement

Seat: Netherlands

POLITICAL ENTITY TYPE OF RELATION

Morth Macedonia IMTEGRA - Macedenian Conservative Party (MHTEMFA) Full rights
Switzerland Evangelical People's Party Full rights
United Kingdom Christian Peoples Alliance Full rights
a1
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Member State

APPENDIX 3: LIST OF NATIONAL CONTACT POINTS

General National Contact Points in accordance National Contact Points communicated in

with Article 2(10) of Regulation (EU, Euratom)

No1141/2014

the context of Article 10a of Regulation
(EV, Euratom) No 1141/2014

Austrian Data Protection Authority
{Datenschutzbehdrde) and Federal Ministry of

ki Bundeskanzieramt (Federal Chanceliery) the Interior, Unit Cybersecurity and Technical
Infrastructure
SPF Affaires étrangeres/FOD Buitenlandse Zaken : :
Belgium (Federal Public Service Foreign Affairs, Foreign Autorite de protection desldonnées and
5 Centre pour la Cyber sécurité
Trade and Development Cooperation)
. Ministry of Interior - Protection of the European o :
Bulgaria Union Financial Interests Directorate (AFCOS) Commission for Personal Data Protection
Ministry of Public Administration (MINISTRY OF
; PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (UPRAVA ZA POLITICKI i ;
Croatia SUSTAV | OPCU UPRAVU; Sluzba za udruge | Croatian Personal Data Protection Agency
zaklade)
C . ' Office of The Commissioner for Personal Data
yprus Ministry of Interior ;
Protection
The Office for Personal Data Protection and
Czechia Ministry of Finance National Cyber and Information Security
Agency
Denmark The Ministry of the Interior and Housing (Office  The Danish Data Protection Agency
for Democracy) (Datatilsynet)
. . . . Estonian Data Protection Inspectorate and
Estonia Ministry of Justice (Public Law Department) Estonian State Electoral Office
. Ministry of Justice (Department for Democracy )
Finland and Public Law) Office of the Data Protection Ombudsman
France Commission Nationale des Comptes de Commission Nationale de l'Informatique et
Campaane et cles Financements Politiques des Libertés (CNIL)
Federal Ministry of the Interior, Building and . .
. P The Federal Commissioner for Data Protection
Germany ]Epmmunlty {Bundesministerium des Innern und and Freedam of Information
Ur Heimat)
Greece Ministry of Interior (Elections Department) Hellenic Data Protection Authority
52
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Member State

General National Contact Points in accordance

with Article 2(10) of Regulation (EU, Euratom)

No1141/2014

National Contact Points communicated in
the context of Article 10a of Regulation
(EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014

No contact point notified

Garante per la protezione dei dati personali
and Agency for National Cyber security (ACN)

Data Protection Commission Ireland

Data State Inspectorate of the Republic of
Latvia (Prevention Division)

Hungary No contact point notified
Commissione di garanzia degli statuti e per la

Italy trasparenza e il controllo dei rendiconti dei partiti
politici

Faland Department of Housing, Planning and Local
Government

Latvia Corruption Prevention and Combating Bureau
Central Electoral Commission of the Republic of

Lithuania Lithuania (Political Parties and Political
Campaigns Funding Control Unit)

Luxembourg Ministere d'Etat (Service juridique)

Malta Office of the Electoral Commission (Electoral

Office)

State Data Protection Inspectorate
(Supervisory Division)

Commission nationale pour la protection des
données

Information and Data Protection
Commissioner (Data Protection Supervisory
Authority)

Netherlands

Ministry of the Interior and Kingdom Relations
(Directorate Democracy Governance)

Dutch Data Protection Authority (Autoriteit
Persoonsgegevens)

Poland National Election Committee (PKW) Personal Data Protection Office (UQDO)
Entitade das Contas e Financiamentos Politicos
Portuaal - Tribunal Constitucional (Entity for Political Comissédo Nacional de Protecdo de Dados
9 Financing and Accounts - Portuguese Centro Nacicnal de Ciberseguranca
Constitutional Court)
National Supervisory Authority for the
Processing of Personal Data (AUTORITATEA
NATIONALA DE SUPRAVEGHERE A
Romania Permanent Electoral Authority PRELUCRARII DATELOR CU CARACTER
PERSONAL)
National Cyber Security Directorate of
Romania (DNSC)
53
8795/24 0S/pg 53

GIP.INST

www.parlament.gv.at

EN



Member State

General National Contact Points in accordance National Contact Points communicated in

with Article 2(10) of Regulation (EU, Euratom)

No1141/2014

Agencija Republike Slovenije za javnopravne
evidence in storitve (Agency of the Republic of

the context of Article 10a of Regulation
(EU, Euratom) No 1141/2014

Information Commissioner of the Republic of
Slovenia (Informacijski pooblaséenec

Slovenia : ; Republike Slovenije) and Government
glov?nla for Public Legal Records and Related Information Security Office (Urad Viade
ervices) i ¥ ; s
Republike Slovenije za informacijsko varnost)
_— ; ; Office for Personal Data Protection of the
Slovakia Wlinistry of Interior (Departimen for Hlection, Slovak Republic (Urad na ochranu osobnych
Referendum and Political Parties) i : ;
Udajov Slovenskej republiky)
G El Tribunal De Cuentas De Espana (Department of Agencia Espariola de Proteccién De Datos
P Political Parties in the Spanish Court of Audit) (Spanish Data Protection Agency)
Swedish Authority for Privacy Protection
and
Kammarkollegiet (The Legal, Financial and Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB)
Sweden i 4 ; ; !
Administrative Services Agency) - Computer Security Incident Response Team
and
Swedish Election Authority
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APPENDIX 4: BUDGET IMPLEMENTATION

Pursuantto Article 6(7) of Regulation (EU, Euratomn)No 1141/2014, the appropriations
for the expenditure of the Authority are provided under a separate Title in the
Section for the European Parliament in the general budget of the European Union.
According to that provision, those appropriations must be sufficient to ensure the
full and independent operation of the Authority.

2023 BUDGET IMPLEMENTATION BREAKDOWN

Consumed in 2023 from 2023 budget

Mational Contact Point conference EUR 1077698

Study on foreign interference

EUR 15 000,00

Administrative expenses 2023 EUR 182,92
EU school competition 2023 expenses EUR 568,80
Total EUR 26 528,70
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