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STATEMENT BY MALTA

Malta remains committed towards the use of incentives and leverages to manage irregular
migration, including through the use of visa policy to improve cooperation on returns and
readmission. The objective of Article 25a of the Visa Code remains to increase cooperation with
third countries on returns, therefore in view of the recent developments in the engagement by the
Ethiopian authorities, Malta is of the view that the decision should be postponed to assess the

concrete outcomes of the outreach with Ethiopia.

In this regard, Malta will abstain on the Council Implementing Decision on the suspension of
certain provisions of Regulation (EC) 810/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council with

respect to Ethiopia.
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