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NOTE

From: Belgian delegation

To: Working Party on Frontiers/Mixed Committee

(EU-Iceland/Liechtenstein/Norway/Switerland)

No. prev. doc.: 7080/20

Subject: Prolongation of the temporary reintroduction of border controls at the
Belgian internal borders in accordance with Article 28 of Regulation (EU)

2016/399 on a Union Code on the rules governing the movement of
persons across borders (Schengen Borders Code)

Delegations will find attached a copy of a letter received by the General Secretariat of the Council
on 20 April 2020 regarding the prolongation of the temporary reintroduction of border controls by
Belgium at the internal borders between 19 April and 8§ May 2020.
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Pister De Crem

Mindster of thea Interior, Securty and Forelgn Trade

Wetstraat 2
1000 Brusse's

Brussels, 17 Apel 2020

Dear Colleagues,

Mr Margarilis Schinas

Ms Yiva Johansson
Commi=sioner for Home Affairs
Eurepaan Commission

1048 Bruxelles/Brussels
BELGILIM

Mr Jeppe Tranholm-Mikkelsen

Secralary-Ganeral of the Council of the European Linion
1049 BruxellesBrussals

BELGIUM

Mr David Maria Sassoli

President of the European Parliament
1049 BrxedesBrussels

BELGIUM

The Minlsters of Home Affairs of the
EU and Schengen couniries

By lethers of 20 and 30 March | Infarmed you sbout the temperary reintroduc|an of border nu:ircdi
at all inteinal Belgtan borders in accordance wilh aricle 28 of the Schengen Borders Coda in order
to prevent the spread of the COVID-18 vinus.
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Actual figures show that the spread of the COVID-18 virus in Belgium and many other parts of
Europe is starting to slow down but the risk for public health remains high. For this reason Belgium
is extending the measure of internal border contral for a new period of 20 days until 8 May. Further
extensions may be envisaged. They will depend on future evaluations of the health risk. As stated
in my first letter of 20 March, the controls at the internal borders are intended to ensure that the
measures of non-essential movements and social distancing, as adopted by the government, are
complied with on Belgian territory.

A stated in my previous letter of 30 March, several local authorities have taken the initiative to
close a number of border crossings on local roads. However, passage at all primary border
crossings remains fully assured.

Flease rest assured that the border controls will only be camied out to the extent necessary and
in & proportionate way, and that the Belgian authorities will work closely with the authonties of
neighbouring countries. Traffic of goods, and movements of persons for the purpose of frontier

work or returning home to their residence on the terntory of a country of the European Union will
not be impeded, and where possible, facilitated.

Youps sincerely,

e fa b2y

Pieter De Cram

Rue de la Lol 2 - 1000 Bruxelles - T 02 504 85 13 m
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