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NOTE 

From: General Secretariat of the Council 

To: Working Party on Information 

Subject: Public access to documents 

- Confirmatory application No 13/c/01/20 
 

Delegations will find attached the: 

 request for access to documents sent to the General Secretariat of the Council on 

6 March 2020 and registered on the same day (Annex 1); 

 reply from the General Secretariat of the Council dated 7 April 2020 (Annex 2); 

 confirmatory application dated 10 April and registered on 14 April 2020 (Annex 3). 
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ANNEX 1 

[E-mail message sent to access@consilium.europa.eu on 6 March 2020 - 11:54 using the 

electronic form available in the Register application] 

Title/Gender: DELETED 

Family Name:   DELETED 

First Name:   DELETED 

E-Mail:   DELETED 

Occupation:  Law firm 

On behalf of:   DELETED 

Address: DELETED 

Telephone:   

Mobile:  DELETED 

Fax:    

Requested document(s): My client wishes to have access to all documents underlying the decision 

to include my clients name in the annex to COUNCIL IMPLEMENTING DECISION (CFSP) 

2020/212 of 17 February 2020 implementing Decision 2013/255/CFSP. (OJ L 43 I/6 of 17.2.2020). 

 

This request should be considered as an initial request in the sense of article 7 of the precited 

REGULATION (EC) No 1049/2001. 

1st preferred linguistic version:   EN - English 

2nd preferred linguistic version:  FR - French 

__________________
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ANNEX 2 

 

Council of the European Union 
General Secretariat 

 

 Directorate-General Communication and Information - COMM 
Directorate Information and Outreach 
Information Services Unit / Transparency 
Head of Unit 

 

Brussels, 07 April 2020 

DELETED  

Email: DELETED 

 

Ref. 20/0551-vl/vk 

Request made on: 06.03.2020 

Deadline extension: 27.03.2020 

Dear DELETED, 

Thank you for your request for access to documents of the Council of the European Union. 

You requested access to all documents underlying the decision to include your client's name in the 

annex to Council implementing Decision (CFSP) No 2020/212 of 17 February 2020 implementing 

Decision 2013/255/CFSP (OJ L 43 I/6 of 17.2.2020).1  

In the light of its internal consultations with the services of the policy directorate responsible for 

this matter, the General Secretariat of the Council has identified the following documents 

corresponding to your request: 

                                                 
1  As you specified in your mail of 6th March 2020, you asked to consider your request as an initial request in the sense of 

article 7 of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001. 

 The General Secretariat of the Council has examined your request on the basis of the applicable rules: Regulation (EC) 

No 1049/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council regarding public access to European Parliament, Council and 

Commission documents (OJ L 145, 31.5.2001, p. 43) and the specific provisions concerning public access to Council 

documents set out in Annex II to the Council's Rules of Procedure (Council Decision No 2009/937/EU, OJ L 325, 

11.12.2009, p. 35). 

 Therefore this reply does not prejudge the treatment of your request for privileged access to documents related to this file that 

you submitted to "RELEX.sanctions" by separate e-mail on 8th March 2020, that will be examined by the competent services 

of the General Secretariat of the Council, and whose outcome will be communicated to you exclusively, without erga omnes 

effect). 
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ST 5863/20 and 5864/20 - The text of the Council Decision implementing Decision 2013/255/CFSP 

concerning restrictive measures against Syria and the Council Regulation implementing Regulation 

(EU) No 36/2012 concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in Syria, as adopted by 

the Council. 

ST 6019/20 - I/A Item Note submitted by the General Secretariat to the Permanent Representatives 

Committee (Coreper) and to the Council in view of the adoption of the abovementioned Council 

Decision and Regulation. 

ST 5862/20 and 5860/20, containing the proposals submitted by the High Representative of the 

Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy to the Council for the abovementioned Council 

Decision and Regulation. 

WK 1747/20 and COREU 0006/20, two working documents examined by the Mashreq/Maghreb 

Working Party and the Working Party of Foreign Relations Counsellors containing evidence 

material. 

Please find enclosed documents 6019/20, 5864/20, 5863/20, 5862/20 and 5860/20. 

I regret to inform you that access to documents WK 1747/20 and COREU 0006/20 cannot be given 

for the reasons set out below. 

COREU 0006/20 is a classified document, bearing the classification 

"RESTREINT UE/EU RESTRICTED". This means that the unauthorised disclosure of its 

contents could be disadvantageous to the interests of the European Union or of one or more of its 

Member States.2  

Having regard to their sensitive content (evidence of activities requiring restrictive measures), 

access to the two abovementioned working documents cannot be granted, since their release to the 

public would cause prejudice to the public interest with regard to public security and international 

relations. 

Moreover, having due regard to the personal data relating to other individuals contained in these 

two working documents, we would like to inform you that the data protection rules at EU level 3 

provide that, when personal data collected is to be used for a different purpose than the organisation 

of work in the Council, including disclosure to the public, a balance needs to be established between 

the public interest in having access to such data and the legitimate right of individuals to protect 

their personal data. 

                                                 
2  Council Decision of 23 September 2013 on the security rules for protecting EU classified information (2013/488/EU), OJ L 

274, 15.10.2013, p. 1. 
3  Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2018 on the protection of natural 

persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies and on the free 

movement of such data (OJ L 295 21.11.2018, p. 39). 
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Since you have not provided any justification as evidence for public interest in disclosure of the 

abovementioned personal data, and after carefully considering all the principles related to this 

request, on balance the General Secretariat has concluded that disclosure of the personal data 

contained in these documents would undermine the protection of privacy and the integrity of the 

identified individuals. 

Consequently, the General Secretariat has to refuse to grant public access pursuant to 

Article 4(1)(a), first and third indent and Article 4(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 

(protection of public interest with regard to public security and international relations and protection 

of privacy and integrity of an individual). 

We have also looked into the possibility of releasing parts of these two documents.4 However, as 

the information therein contained forms an inseparable whole, the General Secretariat is unable to 

give partial access. 

Pursuant to Article 7(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, you may ask the Council to review this 

decision within 15 working days of receiving this reply. Should you see the need for such a review, 

you are invited to indicate the reasons thereof.5 

Yours sincerely, 

Fernando FLORINDO 

Enclosures: 5 

 

                                                 
4  Article 4(6) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001. 
5  Council documents on confirmatory applications are made available to the public. Pursuant to data protection rules at EU 

level (Regulation (EU) No 2018/1725, if you make a confirmatory application your name will only appear in related 

documents if you have given your explicit consent. 
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ANNEX 3 

From: DELETED 

Sent: Friday, April 10, 2020 10:20 AM 

To: TRANSPARENCY Access to documents (COMM) <Access@consilium.europa.eu> 

Subject: 20/00551-vl/vk - demande confirmative
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