NOTE

Council of the
European Union

Brussels, 17 June 2024
(OR. en)

9900/24
ADD 1

SAN 282
PHARM 68
MI 502
COMPET 546
RECH 229
SOC 362
ENV 518

From:
To:

General Secretariat of the Council
Council

Subiject:

Draft Council conclusions on the Future of the European Health Union:

A Europe that cares, prepares and protects

- Statement by Portugal and Spain

Delegations will find in Annex a statement from the Portuguese and Spanish delegations to be

included in the minutes of the EPSCO (Health) Council of 21 June 2024.
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ANNEX
The Future of the European Health Union: a Europe that cares, prepares and protects
Draft Council Conclusions

Statement by Portugal and Spain

Portugal and Spain praise the efforts by the Belgian EU Council Presidency to create an ambitious
and indispensable vision for the future of the European Health Union with the shared goal of caring
for and protecting European citizens. Coordinated actions are key for national health systems’
preparedness to address both existing and future health challenges. In this context, we have been
committed to efforts to mitigate medicines shortages and their impacts on patients. We support the
shared call on the European Commission to consider proposing a Critical Medicines Act. However,
Portugal and Spain interpret the corresponding measures described in paragraph 73 in a non-
restrictive manner. We believe that the Critical Medicines Act should be based on a thorough
impact assessment that considers all relevant measures, including EU-level support instruments,
that can help to strengthen EU production of critical medicinal products, while ensuring a level
playing field among Member States. In this way, we can safeguard an equitable access to critical

medicines and to Health for all citizens across all Member States.
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