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'I' ITEM NOTE 

From: Working Party on Combating Fraud 

To: Permanent Representatives Committee 

Subject: Consultation on the Commission's vacancy notice for the function of 
Director-General of OLAF 

 Approval of a letter 
  

1. On 5 September 2024, the Secretary-General of the Commission, addressed a letter to the 

Council concerning the launch of the selection procedure for the new Director-General of the 

European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF), asking for the Council's opinion on the draft of the 

vacancy notice (see ANNEX 1). 

2. On 30 September 2024, the Committee on Budgetary Control endorsed the European 

Parliament’s comments on the proposed text of the vacancy notice. 

3. The members of the Working Party on Combating Fraud (GAF) discussed the draft reply to 

the Secretary-General’s letter at their meeting on 13 September 2024 and their informal 

videoconference on 2 October 2024. The finalised draft reply was examined at GAF level in a 

silence procedure, which ended on 3 October 2024, without any objections being raised. 

4. In view of the above, the Permanent Representatives Committee is invited to approve the 

letter recorded in ANNEX 2, in accordance with Article 19(7)(k) of the Council's Rules of 

Procedure. 
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ANNEX 2 

DRAFT LETTER 

From: Mr Bálint ÓDOR, Chairman of the Permanent Representatives Committee 

To:  Ms Ilze JUHANSONE, Secretary-General of the Commission 

Copy to: Mr Niclas HERBST, Chair of the Committee on Budgetary Control of the European 
Parliament 

Ms Teresa ANJINHO, Chair of the Supervisory Committee of OLAF 

Subject: Selection procedure for the function of Director-General of the European Anti-Fraud 

Office - consultation on the vacancy notice 

With reference to your letter of 5 September 2024 regarding the draft of the vacancy notice for the 

recruitment of the Director-General of the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF), the Council would 

like to draw the attention to the following issues: 

 The eligibility requirements set the age limit for candidates to be considered for the selection 

phase at 66 years old, without the possibility of prolongation up to 70 years. This represents a 

change compared to the previous selection procedure, which provided that the candidate 

should be able to complete the full seven-year mandate before retirement age, which for 

temporary agents of the EU, is defined as being the end of the month in which the person 

reaches the age of 66 years, and provided for the possibility of an exceptional prolongation up 

to 70 years old. Considering the specific legal basis, and that a more restrictive criterion could 

rule out certain high-ranking candidates as ineligible, and thus prove detrimental to the quality 

of applications, the Council invites the Commission to reconsider this eligibility criterion and 

revert to the wording of the previous selection procedure; 
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 The Council takes note of and supports the European Parliament’s comments, in particular by 

inviting the Commission to: 

o strive to present a list of more than three suitable qualified candidates to the Council and 

the European Parliament; 

o further precise and define the selection criteria, such as the length of experience, in 

order to rule out any possible ambiguity; 

o rule out possible misunderstandings, by removing the later part of the first phrase of the 

application procedure, which starts with the word “particularly”; 

o clarify at what stage the candidates are requested to show originals of supporting 

documents to the application, and whether there will be a subsequent eligibility 

verification. 

The Council recalls in this context the importance it attaches to the independence of the 

Director-General of OLAF in accordance with Article 17(3) of Regulation No 883/2013 of the 

European Parliament and the Council of 11 September 2013 concerning investigations conducted 

by the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF). 

(Complimentary close) 

________________________ 
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