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POSITION TO BE TAKEN ON BEHALF OF THE EUROPEAN UNION  

WITHIN THE INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION  

AS REGARDS THE NOTIFICATION OF DIFFERENCES WITH RESPECT  

TO ANNEXES 1 AND 6 TO THE CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION  

DUE TO THE TEMPORARY MEASURES RELATED TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

1. POSITION TO BE TAKEN 

The position to be taken on the Union's behalf in reply to the State letter AN 11/55-20/50 

issued by the International Civil Aviation Organization ("ICAO") on 3 April 2020 is to 

notify differences with respect to Annexes 1 and 6 to the Convention on International Civil 

Aviation (the "Chicago Convention") due to the temporary measures related to the 

COVID-19 pandemic as set out in the form attached to this position and further detailed by 

each notifying Member State in line with the individual exemptions it has granted under 

Article 71 of Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 of the European Parliament and of the Council1. 

                                                 
1 Regulation (EU) 2018/1139 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 4 July 2018 

on common rules in the field of civil aviation and establishing a European Union Aviation 

Safety Agency, and amending Regulations (EC) No 2111/2005, (EC) No 1008/2008, (EU) 

No 996/2010, (EU) No 376/2014 and Directives 2014/30/EU and 2014/53/EU of the 

European Parliament and of the Council, and repealing Regulations (EC) No 552/2004 and 

(EC) No 216/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council and Council Regulation 

(EEC) No 3922/91 (OJ EU L 212, 22.8.2018, p. 1). 
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2. DETAILED EXPLANATION 

Differences to be notified are listed in the following table and further detailed by each 

notifying Member State in line with the individual exemptions it has granted under 

Article 71 of Regulation (EU) 2018/1139. 
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COVID-19 NOTIFICATION OF TEMPORARY DIFFERENCES FORM 

With reference to the ICAO State Letter AN/11/55-20/50, the COVID-19 Contingency-Related 

Differences ("CCRD") sub-system has been created in the existing Electronic Filing of Differences 

("EFOD") system to capture any differences to Certification and Licensing ICAO Standards that 

may arise from mitigation measures due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

What? 

It is recognised that States may need to take flexible approaches to enable service providers and 

personnel to maintain the validity of their certificates, licenses and other approvals as a result of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. This form allows a State to identify those temporary differences. 

Why? 

This is necessary to support States in meeting their obligations under Articles 38, 39 and 40 of the 

Convention on International Civil Aviation (the "Chicago Convention"), in order to conduct 

international operations where certificates and licenses differ to the minimum Standards in the 

Annexes to the Chicago Convention. It also allows the sharing of information on whether notified 

differences will be recognised or accepted by other States during this period. 

When? 

These temporary measures apply until 31 March 2021. That date is subject to review. 
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Who? 

There is no restriction on who can fill out the form. However, it may only be submitted by the 

national continuous monitoring coordinator or an authorised user from a Member State, who are 

responsible for ensuring the accuracy of the information provided. 

How? 

Standards specifically related to certification and licensing of personnel from which States may 

deem it necessary to differ are listed in this form. The specific Annex reference and associated 

Standard is presented in columns 1 and 2. The information required in each subsequent column is as 

follows: 

Column 3: Details of Difference 

Summarise the difference to the certification and licensing Standards. Reference the 

related regulatory documents where appropriate. 

Column 4: Remarks 

Provide your rationale for these differences and the details of any conditions and 

mitigations where necessary. 
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Column 5: Recognition of other State Differences 

Indicate whether your State will recognise or accept the validity of other States' 

certificates and licenses based on their temporary differences submitted via the 

CCRD. For simplicity, this may be stated as an exclusion (what other States 

temporary differences are not acceptable) rather than listing what would be 

acceptable. 

Please submit this form by email to ops@icao.int . 
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