- Council of the
European Union

Brussels, 15 July 2020

(OR. en)
9666/20
Interinstitutional File:
2020/0099 (COD)

VOTE 42
INF 139
PUBLIC 53
CODEC 636

NOTE

Subject: — Voting result

— Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down
temporary measures concerning the time limits for the collection,
verification and examination stages provided for in Regulation (EU)
2019/788 on the European citizens' initiative in view of the COVID-19
outbreak

= Adoption of the legislative act

= Derogation from the 8-week period provided for in Article 4 of
Protocol 1 on the role of national Parliaments in the EU

= Outcome of the written procedure completed on 14 July 2020

The outcome of voting on the above mentioned legislative act can be found in Annex 1 to this note.
Reference document:

PE-CONS 23/20

date of adoption by Coreper of the decision to use the Written Procedure
08.07.2020

The statements and/or explanations of vote are in Annex 2 to this note.
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ANNEX 1

—_—_- General Secretariat of the Council
Institution: Council of the Eurcpean Union
Session:
Configuration:
ftem: 2020/0099 (COD) (Document: 23720}
Voting Rule:  qualified majority
Sushject: Regulation of the Ewropean Parliament and of the Council laying down temporary measures
Reguiation {ELJ) 2012783 on the European cifirens’ initiative in view of the COVID-12 puthreak
ate Members Population (%) . ’
5] Yes - - Sitting date: 14/07/2020
Final result
[G] Ne 0 0%
Mot participatig o
Total 7
Member State Weighting  Vate Member State Weighting ~ Vote

i § EELGIQUEBELGIE 250 | (0] | | LEETUYA o062 | (Gl
 SLITAPHA 1.56 o LUXEMBOURG o4 | [G]
[ CESHA REPUBLIKA 2.35 = MAGYARORSZAG 218 | [0]
& = DANMARK - 1.30 [ﬂ i maLTa 011 -
B DEUTSCHLAND 18,54 = NEDERLAND am | [0
i EESTI 0.30 —— OSTERREICH 19 | [G]
i § EREMRELAND 1,10 | [ | |gum POLSKA B.40
{= EAARAA 240 [ PORTUGAL 230
= EsPARA 48 | (0] | § RomAnA 434
i §j FrRancE 1488 | [0  jmm SLOVENLA 047 | [O])
=T HRVATSKA 081 | [[3]  gm SLOVENSKO 122
i § maua 1385  [0] <= SUCMUFINLAND 123

. KYMPOX 020 | [0] &= svERiGE 22 | [@)
o LATVLIA 042 | [0

* When acting on 3 proposal fom e Commission or the High Represantative, qualited majorty Is reached If af least 55 % af
MEmbErs Vode i1 fIVour {15 A#S) SCCouning for at least 655 of the papulation
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ANNEX 2

Statement by Romania

Romania understands the intention of the European Commission to preserve the efficacy of the
European citizens’ initiative instrument during this pandemic and to provide reassurance and legal

clarity to the organizers of initiatives with the collection, verification or examination still ongoing.

Romania considers that in this difficult situation there is a need to have a clear and sound policy
applying to the European Citizens’ Initiative, in order to preserve their important character of

participative democracy and ensuring that the voice of European citizens can be heard.

Romania will not oppose, in the spirit of compromise, the proposal of the European Commission,
but considers that some of the provisions do not provide legal certainty and equal treatment for the
ECI. Romania considers that the most problematic is the application of the provisions that extend
the collection period, which is unclear and could lead to discrimination between ECls, especially in
the case of those which finalized their collection period between 11 March and 11 September. Since
the legal text provides the same extension for the collection of signatures without adapting it on a
case by case basis, depending on the time elapsed in each case, such an approach will result in an

unequal treatment between these ECIL.

Romania’s position is that, even in exceptional circumstances, a legal act needs to be legally sound

and ensure fair and equal treatment to all that are impacted by it.
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