- Council of the
European Union

Brussels, 24 September 2020
(OR. en)

10957/20

COMPET 421

'I''TEM NOTE

From: General Secretariat of the Council

To:

Permanent Representatives Committee (Part 1)

Subject: Work programme of the High Level Working Group on Competitiveness

and Growth
- Approval

On 31 October 2014, the Permanent Representatives Committee approved the establishment

of a High Level Working Group on Competitiveness and Growth (COMPCRO HLG) with the

mandate to "monitor the state of Single Market integration and discuss the policy priorities
set out in the relevant documents, including within the European Semester" and "support the
Council in its reinforced role of monitoring and mainstreaming competitiveness, in particular

industrial competitiveness"!.

The Committee agreed on arrangements concerning the membership of the COMPCRO HLG,
the appointment of its chair and its work programme. In particular relating to the work
programme, the Committee agreed that "in order to align the COMPCRO HLG's agenda with
the Trio Presidency Programme of the Council, the High Level Working Group will have a
work programme, with a duration corresponding to the 18-month Trio Programme, taking
into account the Commission's work programme, and which will be submitted for

consideration and approval to the COREPER".
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2. According to the above agreement, the current Trio Presidency Germany, Portugal and

Slovenia, appointed the chair and vice-chairs of the group and prepared a draft work
programme for the period from July 2020 to December 2021, which was sent to Member

States for comments.

3. At the meeting of the COMPCRO HLG on 10 September 2020, Member States expressed

broad support for the above draft work programme, exchanged views and made suggestions
on it. A deadline was set for possible further comments, following which the draft work
programme is deemed endorsed and is now submitted to COREPER for consideration and

approval.

4.  The Permanent Representatives Committee (Part 1) is invited to consider the draft work

programme of the COMPCRO HLG for the period from July 2020 to December 2021, as set

out in the Annex, and approve it.
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